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Answer one question
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1.

Should small countries be allowed to take the lead in global affairs?

2.

To what extent can the Arts effect positive social change today?

3.

‘Experiences are more valuable than material possessions.’ Do you agree?

4.

‘People in the workplace should embrace rather than fear technological
advancements.’ Discuss.

5.

‘The news today deals with what is popular, rather than what is important.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

6.

Evaluate the claim that a more connected world has resulted in greater
divisions.

7.

‘Public figures today are overly concerned about what people think of them.’
What is your view?

8.

Consider the view that there is no value in slowing down in today’s competitive
world.

9.

Discuss the appeal and value of creativity in your society.

10. Considering the increasing threat of terrorism, are governments justified in
limiting people’s rights?
11. To what extent is animal testing acceptable in scientific research?
12. ‘Economic development is favoured at the expense of the welfare of people.’
How true is this of your society?
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Phil Todd discusses issues regarding the environment.
1

In his work, Pan’s Travail, Donald Hughes examines the environmental history of the
classical period and argues that the decline of ancient civilisations resulted in part from their
exploitation of the natural world. Looking at the current state of the environment, one cannot
help but wonder if tragedy will recur, for the catastrophic events of today seem to be
harbingers of doom that befell our ancestors. Humanity seems helpless to overcome the 5
problems created in the face of rampantly expanding populations and rapidly declining
biodiversity, leading to worsening environmental conditions. Well-meaning initiatives to save
the environment multiply with each passing day, but these initiatives typically flounder
against the unthinkable prospect that we might actually change our fundamental behaviour.
Today, our dying world is in danger, and asks us to take seriously this vision of a world in 10
which humans and other species might live together peacefully, united by a sense of kinship
and community.

2

It could be safely assumed that nobody understands the connection all living creatures have
with Mother Earth better than the people who depend on nature for survival. Severing the
umbilical cord humans have with Nature may lead to disastrous consequences. Since
ancient times, natives of the land such as the Aboriginal peoples have seen themselves not 15
as masters of nature, but as stewards: to practise reverence, humility and reciprocity towards
nature. Everything taken from the environment – securing food through hunting, gathering
and fishing – is used with the understanding that only what is needed is taken and great care
is taken to ensure that future generations will not be put in peril. Sadly, today, modern people
seek to subdue the environment – rich pickings for the strong – to be used at will without any 20
thought of generations to come.


3

The Industrial Revolution, which marked a major turning point in the Earth’s ecology and
human’s relationship with their environment, did not become an all-consuming juggernaut
overnight – nor was it a uniform phenomenon in all countries – but it was essentially
characterised by machinery replacing manual labour. This slow revolution affected all basic 25
human needs. People who wished to share in the promised prosperity of work in urban
centres left behind their rural lifestyles and the process of urbanisation – people clustering in
specific geographical areas – began. At the time no thought was given to what the effects
these colossal changes might have on the environment. Nature was thought of as robust and
bountiful enough to be managed, tamed, and exploited as humans wished. There was a 30
strong but, as would ultimately be realised, unsustainable confidence in the regenerating
capacity of nature.

4

This self-healing property of nature was an assumption that would prove itself, in time, to be
totally false. The Industrial Revolution brought enormous advances in productivity but at
steep environmental costs. Governments pushed for the consumption of immense quantities 35
of coal and other fossil fuels that surreptitiously gave rise to unprecedented air pollution that,
in turn, brought about respiratory diseases on a scale that had never been known before.
Toxins and the health effects that are now known to people abounded. Governments stood
by as outbreaks of diseases, such as cholera and typhoid, spread by untreated human waste
became a major environmental hazard. People, especially the poor and working class, were 40
suffering, but for a time the authorities were ‘oblivious’ to these consequences of
industrialisation and took no action to address them. The problems became myriad. Demand
for resources such as food, energy, land for housing and public forms of transport grew
exponentially as populations exploded with the economic prosperity that the Industrial
Revolution brought. This laid the foundation for environmental threats lurking, ready to take 45
hold in the future.

5

It was not until the late twentieth century that people finally came to grips with the fact that
they had, indeed, waged war on their very own survival. Many explanations account for this
realisation and consequent revolution into a new era of environmental awareness. It began
first with people witnessing environmental degradation first-hand. These problems were 50
published on various news platforms and others tookNeed
notice.
Research
established
by
a home
tutor? Visit
smiletutor.sg
prominent conservationists like Rachel Carson further alerted the world to the widespread

3


use of pestilent chemicals used in agriculture. Fear of what people were consuming became
a prominent issue. This was the forerunner of a growing awareness of the diverse critical
issues confronting the environment. In various societies, celebrities used their public 55
prominence – from Oscar speeches to prime time interviews – to promote the message of
environmental care. Activists resorted to radical actions to warn people about the perilous
state of the environment. Diseases linked to environmental hazards further convinced people
of the advantages of having an environment that would reduce the physical and mental
health risks. People were no longer accepting of mistreatments of the environment. Even 60
young people became an impetus for change with the introduction of environmental
education to the classroom. Now, a greater variety of communication channels empowered
individuals to spread environmental awareness.
6

However, this quest for a new approach to the environment did not come without
challenges. Some denied that the environment was headed towards a crisis and some 65
resisted change because of the inconvenience brought about by such changes. In more
affluent countries, some people were blind to their waste of resources. Some had the
illusion of sufficiency. People believed water running from our taps, the abundance of fossil
fuels and all of the bounty of the environment that had, until now, been the foundation of their
affluence was there for their infinite use. Also, strongly against environmental change were 70
those who were addicted to a consumerist culture which demanded the products of
manufacturing processes that polluted air, destroyed the ozone layer and triggered global
warming. A further challenge was the misguided belief that, while the environment was
suffering, we could continue our wasteful lifestyles because new innovations would be the
panacea. Furthermore, corporations continued to retain the cheapest and most 75
environmentally damaging methods of production. In addition, the media often presented the
position of environment advocates as illogical. Governments pursuing goals of economic
expansion ignored the signs of the damage they were causing. And, of course those wanting
environmental change could also be their own worst enemy, having divisive attitudes as to
how the environment should be improved.

7

Notwithstanding the challenges, there remains a glimmer of hope. Through recent 80
environmental conferences, governments, private corporations and even individuals have
shown a new resolve: the need to make environmental protection one of our top priorities.
Countries have been nudged to upgrade their promises for cutting emissions and act beyond
merely subsidising green technologies. Corporations have become the drivers of research
and innovation in environmental technologies. Amongst all these positive changes, the 85
biggest encouragement lies in the fact that there has been a discernible shift in people’s
opinion towards an increased acceptance of the gravity of climate change. Citizens are
changing their lifestyles and are increasingly taking the initiative to protect their planet.

8

The challenge of the twenty-first century will be to figure out how to design a sustainable
global society that maintains the benefits of industrialisation indefinitely into the future, and 90
still preserve environmental quality and biodiversity. While it is true that over the course of
their time on this planet, humans have had many significant negative effects on the
environment, it is evident that humanity does possess a collective power that enables us to
reverse these regrettable effects. For this to happen, we must pay more attention to our
actions so we may gain a sustainable and mutually respectful relationship with the natural 95
world and its many species. After all, for better or worse, we can be sure of one thing: we will
get the nature we deserve.
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2
Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks will
be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own
words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words and phrases from
the passage.
1

In paragraph 1, how does the author illustrate the catastrophic events of today as
‘harbingers of doom’ (lines 4–5)? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

2

According to the author, why do the initiatives to save the environment ‘flounder’ (line 8)?
Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

3

Explain the author’s use of the word ‘safely’ in line 12.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

4

In paragraph 2, what contrasts does the author make between the Aboriginal peoples and
modern people in their views towards nature? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [3]
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3
5

Explain what the author means by ‘unsustainable confidence’ (line 31). Use your own
words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

6

What is the author implying about the authorities by writing ‘oblivious’ (line 41) in inverted
commas?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

7

‘…lurking, ready to take hold in the future’ (lines 45–46). What does this suggest about
environmental threats?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

8

In what ways have individuals shown ‘new resolve’ (line 82) in making environmental
protection their priority? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]
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4
9

What is the author implying by ‘for better or worse’ in line 96?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

10

Using material from paragraphs 5–6 (lines 47–79) only, summarise what the author has to
say about the reasons for an increase in environmental awareness and the challenges to
environmental awareness.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
There has been an increase in environmental awareness because ……………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
[8]
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5
11

In this article, Phil Todd highlights some concerns about the environment and suggests why
we might be optimistic about the future of the environment. How far would you agree with
his observations, relating your arguments to you and your own society?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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6
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
[10]
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Prelims 2017 P2 Suggested Answers
1. In paragraph 1, how does the author illustrate the catastrophic events of today as “harbingers of
doom” (lines 4-5)? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
Text
… for the catastrophic events of today
seem to be harbingers of doom that
befell our ancestors. Humanity seems
helpless to overcome the problems
created in the face of rampantly
expanding populations, rapidly
declining biodiversity, leading to
worsening environmental conditions.

Lift
Rampantly
Expanding
Populations
Rapidly
Declining
Biodiversity
Worsening
Conditions
‘leading to’

Answer
The author shows how the
1. Uncontrolled/ unchecked increase in the
number of human beings
2. Quickly decreasing wildlife/ flora and fauna
bring about
3. the deterioration in the state of nature.
1-2 points = 1m
3 points = 2m

2. According to the author, why do the initiatives to save the environment ‘flounder’ (line 8? Use your
own words as far as possible. [1]
Text
Well-meaning initiatives to save the
environment multiply with each passing
day, but these initiatives typically flounder
against the unthinkable prospect that
we might actually change our
fundamental behaviour.

Lift
Unthinkable
prospect
Change
Fundamental
Behaviour

Answer
People find it impossible/ are reluctant
incapable
to alter/modify
their way of living/ lifestyles

3. Explain the author’s use of the word ‘safely’ in line 12. [1]
Text
It could be safely assumed that
nobody understands the
connection all living creatures
have with Mother Earth better
than the people who depend on
nature for survival.

Lift

Question
The author uses the word to establish that the assumption [about
the closer connection people who depend on Mother Earth have
with Nature] is most likely to be true.
OR
The author is confident that the assumption is true.

4. In paragraph 2, what contrasts
con
ontr
tra
asts
s does
doe
o s the
oe
e author
au
uthor make
make between
b tw
be
wee
e n the
t e Aboriginal
th
Ab
peoples and modern
owa
wa
ard
rdss nature?
na
atu
ure
re?
? Us
Use
e yo
your
ur own
w w
o ds
or
sa
s fa
ar as p
people in their views towards
words
as
far
possible. [3]
Text
Since ancient times, natives of the
the
th
land such as the First Nations and
Aboriginal peoples have seen
themselves not as masters of
nature, but as stewards: to
practise reverence, humility and
reciprocity towards nature.
Everything taken from the
environment – securing food
through hunting, gathering and
fishing – is used with the
understanding that only what is

Lift
Lift
Masters
t
Masters
Stewards
Reverence
Humility
Reciprocity
‘only what is
needed is taken’
great care
ensure

Answer
1 Relationship
Rellationship
Re
1)
Aboriginal peoples saw themselves as
caretakers of nature whereas people of today
seek to dominate nature / Aboriginal peoples
were servant of nature whereas people today
want to control nature
2) Usage
Aboriginal peoples acquired from the land only
what was necessary for survival whereas
people of today take unreservedly from the
land.Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

needed is taken and great care is
taken to ensure that future
generations will not be put in
peril. Sadly, today, modern people
seek to subdue the environment –
rich pickings for the strong – to be
used at will without any thought
of generations to come.

future generations
‘put in peril’
‘to be used at will
without any
thought’

3) Future
Aboriginal peoples were mindful of the needs of
their descendants whereas modern people do
not care if their descendants will have
resources to use.

Generations to
come

5. Explain what the author means by ‘unsustainable confidence’ (line 31). Use your own words as far
as possible. [2]
Text
At the time no thought was given
to what effects these colossal
changes would have on the
environment. Nature was thought
of as robust and bountiful enough
to be managed, tamed, and
exploited as humans wished.
There was a strong and as would
ultimately be realised
unsustainable confidence in the
regenerating capacity of nature.

Lift

Answer
Answer: The author means that

Unsustainable
Confidence
Thought

(Confidence):
the certainty/belief/faith/optimism people had in
(Context):
the ability of our environment to heal itself would
(Unsustainable):
eventually cease to continue.
0-1 point = 0m
2 points = 1m
3 points = 2m

6. What is the author implying about the authorities by writing “oblivious” in inverted commas (line 41)?
[2]
Text
… Governments pushed for the
consumption … that surreptitiously gave rise
to unprecedented air pollution that in turn
brought about respiratory diseases on a
scale.… Governments stood by as outbreaks
of diseases such as cholera and typhoid
spread… People, especially the poor and
working class, were suffering, but for a time
the authorities were “oblivious” to these
consequences of industrialisation
atio
on and
an
nd took
to
ookk no
no
action to address them.

7.

Answer
Knowing:
Not only did governments know/ recognised the
consequences of industrialisation/the suffering of the
people due to industrialisation. [1]
Contribution:
and they (further) contributed to these consequences /
they ignored / they chose not to do anything / pretended
to be unaware / [1]

“…lurking, ready to take
ake
e hold
hol
o d in
n the
the future”
fut
u urre” (Lines
(Li
Line
ne
es 45-46).
4 -46)
45
6). What
6)
Wh
hat does
does this
th suggest about
environmental threats?
? [2]

Text
This laid the foundation
for environmental threats
lurking, ready to take hold
in the future.

Lift
The words
in the
quotation
including
‘future’

Answer
(Lurking) Hidden (secretly):
1. Environmental threats were hidden/ not obvious/ people
were unaware of them. [1]
(Ready to Take Hold) Damage:
2. In time, they would come to be very damaging/ cause
harm to people [1]
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8. In what ways have individuals shown “new resolve” (line 82) in making environmental concern their
priority? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
Text
…Since recent environmental
conferences, governments, private
corporations and even individuals
have shown a new resolve:...
Amongst all these positive
changes, … lies in the fact that there
has been a discernible shift in
people’s opinion towards an
increased acceptance of the gravity
of climate change. Citizens are
changing their lifestyles and are
increasingly taking the initiative to
protect their planet.

Lift
Opinion
Acceptance
Gravity

Answer
1. people are acknowledging the severity of our
environmental problems/global warming
2. Altering/ modifying their way of living/ daily
routines

Changing
Lifestyles

3. Taking the first step/ are proactive in looking
after nature/ taking care of nature/
ecosystems
1-2 points = 1m
3 points = 2m

Taking
initiative
Protect

9. What is the author implying by “for better or worse” in line 96? [2]
Text
After all, for better or
worse, we can be sure
of one thing: we get the
nature we deserve.

Question
The author is implying that
If we look after the environment, we will benefit from a healthy environment. [1]
If we neglect the environment, we will suffer the consequences of a dying nature.
[1]
OR
We will either benefit from a healthy environment or suffer the consequences of
a dying nature [1] depending on our actions [1]

10. Using material from paragraphs 5-6 only, summarize what the author has to say about the reasons
for an increase in environmental awareness, and the challenges to environmental awareness. [8]
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed
below. Use your own words as far as possible.
There has been an increase in environmental awareness because…
Paragraph 5 (Causes)
Pt
From Passage
1
people witnessing
ion
n
environmental degradation
first-hand
2
These problems were
wss
published on various news
platforms
3
Research established byy
prominent conservationists ...
widespread use of pestilent
chemicals used in agriculture
4
Fear of what people were
consuming
5
celebrities (used their public
prominence to) promote the
message of environmental
care
6
Activists resorted to radical
actions to warn

Lift
g
Witnessing
D gr
De
grad
a at
atio
ion
io
on
Degradation
Firs
rrs
stt-h
hand
First-hand
Published
Pu
ubl
blis
isshe
hed
d

Suggested Answers
p / individuals [personally]
[
People
experience
e vironmental destruction/
en
dest
de
s ru
environmental
saw
envi
viro
iro
r nm
men
enta
ta
al destruction
dest
de
s ru
environmental
for themselves.
Issued/printed
Is
Issu
s ued
ed/p
pri
r nt
nted
ed
d on
on many
ma news platforms

Research
Established

Scientific examination
examinatio / studies proved/
indicated the danger in how food is.

Fear
Consuming
Celebrities
Public
Prominence

People dreaded what they were eating

Activists
Radical

Proponents/
people
employed,
Need acampaigners/
home tutor? Visit
smiletutor.sg
used extreme behaviour

Famous personalities promoted
environmental awareness

7

Diseases linked to
environmental hazards

8

introduction of environmental
education to the classroom

9

greater variety of
communication channels
empowered individuals

Paragraph 6 (Challenges)
10 Some denied that the
environment was headed to a
crisis
11 some resisted change
because of the inconvenience

Diseases
Linked to
hazards
Introduction
Education
classroom
Variety
Communication
channels
Empowered

Illnesses / Pandemics connected to
environmental dangers

Denied
Headed
Crisis
Inconvenience

Some challenged / disagreed with the fact
that the environment was in danger of
collapse.
Some felt it was troublesome

People/students learn about the environment
in schools
Larger range/array/assortment of media

12

some people were blind to
their waste of resources

Blind
Waste

Unaware/ ignorant that resources are
consumed in an irresponsible way

13

illusion of sufficiency

Illusion
Sufficiency

14

addicted to a consumerist
culture

15

new innovations would be the
panacea.

Addicted
Consumerist
Culture
Innovations
Panacea

The false idea that there will always be
adequate resources; idea that they think that
there is [always] enough resources
Dependent on a lifestyle where they were
always buying indiscriminately

16

corporations continued to
retain the most
environmentally damaging
methods of production
the media often presented the
position of environment
advocates as illogical.
Governments pursuing goals
of economic expansion
ignored the signs of the
damage ..

Corporations
Retain
Damaging
Methods
Presented
Position
Illogical
Goals
Expansion

Companies [to cut cost] persist in employing
production practices that destroy the
environment

having divisive attitudes as to
o
how the environment should
hou
uld
d
be improved.

Divi
visi
vi
s ve
Divisive
Attitudes
Attti
t tu
tude
des
de
s
Improved
Impr
p ovved
d

No united
uni
nite
ed / co
ohe
ere
rent viewpoint / position as to
No
coherent
how
how the
tth
he environment
he
e viro
en
ronm
ro
n en should be ameliorated

17
18

19

Points
15
13-14
11-12
9-10
8
6-7
4-5
1-3

Up to date technological advancements/
developments/ inventions was seen as the
cure

The media portrayed environmentalists as
irrational/ unsound/ unreasonable
Countries/ Governments sacrifice the
environment for economic growth /
government prioritised economic growth over
environmental concerns

Marks
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
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11 In this article, Phil Todd highlights some concerns about the environment and suggests why we
might be optimistic about the future of the environment. How far would you agree with her
observations, relating your arguments to you and your own society? [10]
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1

“We are not the masters of this earth.” To what extent is this true of the environment today?

2

To what extent is it acceptable for religious authority to be involved in governance today?

3

How important is it for your society to keep the elderly in the workforce today?

4

‘Technological advancements to the body have threatened our sense of self.’ Comment.

5

‘Modern technology has removed the need for reading skills.’ Do you agree?

6

‘Modern Art is not considered Art.’ Discuss.

7

‘In today’s world, governments should prioritise domestic affairs over international ones.’
Discuss.

8

Consider the view that society must open spaces, even reserve them, for women to lead.

9

To what extent is the media responsible for the perception of truth in the world today?

10

How important is it for countries to possess World Heritage Site attractions?

11

Comment on the view that traditional businesses have no future in your society.

12

Is humility still desirable today?

END OF PAPER
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Passage 1. Leon F. Seltzer comments on the wisdom of spontaneity.
1 Technically at least, the terms "spontaneous" and "impulsive" are synonyms, but only rarely can they
be used interchangeably. Spontaneity "arises naturally rather than resulting from external constraint
or stimulus", a definition infused with positive connotations. Impulsivity? Just the opposite,
characterized as “a sudden urge or feeling not governed by reason”. Those free to act spontaneously
are “blessed” and those driven to behave impulsively are "bedevilled," "accursed," or "ill-fated". Those 5
others, unable or unwilling to act in ways either spontaneous or impulsive, are in a class of their own
– neither "blessed” nor "bedevilled," but not happy or fulfilled either.
2 Ultimately, the pivotal differences between these two terms makes obvious how each has
psychological ramifications worthy of careful consideration. Although they may both have embedded
in them the notion of "without conscious thought," impulsive behaviour clearly implies thoughtless 10
behaviour in a way that spontaneous behaviour does not. There is a fairly complicated thought
process underlying spontaneous behaviour that no one has ever adequately addressed. Those who
oppose spontaneity often confuse it with impulsivity. Spontaneity is not detrimental, impulsivity is.
3 Impulsivity results in behaviour that is hasty and sudden. It is demonstrated by our drive to do
something without the ability to take into account possible consequences (like impulsively reaching 15
for another drink when we have already had as much as we can handle). In this case, our immediate
feelings, unmediated by any deliberative thought process, exert pressure on us to act. Our best
judgement is just not available. The immediate aftermath of acting on some immediate impulse can
result in emotional distress, and lead to disappointment in ourselves. Acting impulsively puts us in
danger of losing control that potentially can cause us (and others) real harm. We are compelled to do 20
something that runs counter to our best interests. Impulsive behaviour is also typically regarded as
untrustworthy. So we might describe someone with a serious shopping addiction as "an impulsive (or
compulsive) spender," whereas it probably would not occur to us to depict that person's spending as
"spontaneous." This is likewise true of drug addicts.
4 Children can easily be governed by whim, or desire. What makes a young child impulsive rather than 25
spontaneous is that his behaviour typically has not first been mediated by some internal censoring
mechanism. Children do such things because, in the moment, the behaviour is irresistible. Adults,
however – benefiting from life experience – are better able to count the costs of their behaviour.
Therefore, each action taken is informed by numerous past mistakes, insensitivities and oversights.
Only actions that are prudent – or at least safely "gotten away with" – are performed. As adults, 30
curiosity, a sense of adventure, or what is believed to be necessary or pleasurable, can all motivate
us to act spontaneously. If we act spontaneously, it does not mean that we have not evaluated the
possible liability of that particular behaviour. It is just that such assessment happens in a flash. Due
to knowledge gained from experience, we can instantaneously judge whether an action makes sense,
is safe - or at least poses a risk that is manageable. This allows spontaneous people to live in the 35
moment while being responsible for their actions.
5 In fact, when we suggest that someone acts more spontaneously, what is implied is that it would
benefit them to adapt more readily to changing or unexpected circumstances – that is, become more
flexible. It gives them more faith in their ability to do something appropriately without first having to
mull it over. In fact, because spontaneous people are not tied down to a particular plan, they are more 40
likely to propose or accept creative solutions to problems that crop up. Their “go-with-the-flow” attitude
allows them to avoid conflict and ride the wave of excitement that continuously exists.
6 In essence, spontaneity is about adaptability and openness to change. Spontaneous acts are in
harmony with the person's values and interests. They are a natural manifestation of something that
has been thought about in the past – and therefore an expression of experience. Spontaneous people 45
make the best of every situation they face, and take full advantage of everything life has to offer. It
may be a bit of conjecture, but it stands to reason that those who are more flexible, creative, and
relaxed will ultimately be happier with their lives.
Adapted from “The Wisdom of Spontaneity” by Leon F. Seltzer
©CJC 2017
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Passage 2. Steven Poole questions the modern cult of spontaneity.
1 Live for the moment. Be spontaneous. Be free and happy. Don’t worry about the future. Act as though
it is your last day on earth. You only live once. Such is one modern conception of the good life.
Advertisements encourage us to drop everything and jet off for a city break at the last moment, or to
walk at random into a bar where we are sure to meet a new gang of stock-photo besties, all
ostentatiously sipping the same brand of transparent liquor. People are reluctant to make concrete 5
social arrangements, so just say, “Text me.” Serendipity is our friend; planning is for losers.
“Spontaneity” is rhetorically offered as the reason to celebrate both online social media and last-minute
travel bucket list shops. Truly living in the moment and embracing utter spontaneity would render you
unable, for instance, to make and keep promises, or to formulate any kind of plan for helping yourself
or others.
10
2 Why, then, is the dream of spontaneity so attractive? It is perhaps because most of our lives are so
corralled and timetabled, and our workdays increasingly subject to silent, automated time-and-motion
studies conducted by data-harvesting computers for the purpose of what is euphemised as “workforce
science”, that we dream all the more of being able to be spontaneous – at least in our free time. Our
“free” time is just that time which is left to us after most of it has been forcefully taken away. And so 15
the idea of spontaneity is a dream of liberty.
3 But true freedom, as Jean-Paul Sartre noted, is also terrifying. And spontaneity, it seems, is a virtue
that we sorely wish to have ascribed to us but do not actually want to act out rigorously. To be thought
of as a spontaneous person is to own a certain kind of devil-may-care cool, to seem open to new
experiences.
20
4 However, to be a spontaneous person might lead to a more stressful and disorderly life. Thus, a whole
new class of smartphone apps offers what can be thought of as a kind of mediated, filtered spontaneity
– a kind of just-in-time planning that still gives the desired impression of impetuosity. For example, a
mobile booking start-up called Hotel Tonight recently added a feature allowing users to peek at
probable same-day rates a few days ahead. The company announced on its blog that this planning 25
feature was part of their “never-ending quest to empower people to be more spontaneous”.
5 Consumer spontaneity is very good for business. It is very much in the interest of people selling things
if a habit of recklessly spending money at a moment’s notice were considered part of a desirable
personality. As it happens, a friend’s Twitter feed was recently interrupted by a “promoted tweet” (that
is, advert) chirruping: “Go Brazilian this summer with free Ipanema flip-flops when you pick up our 30
bikini razor now.” Perhaps the purchase of a “bikini razor” is meant to count as an investment in future
spontaneity, though the spontaneity that really counts here is that of immediately clicking on an ad to
buy a product. Furthermore, one finds that recent “spontaneity surveys” showing that Britons really
wish they were more spontaneous, are predominantly carried out on behalf of companies for which
more spontaneity equals more business: train operators and retailers. Or take the advert for Delta 35
Private Jets – the tagline which reads: “Perfect moments are often made on a moment’s notice.” Here,
spontaneity becomes a kind of meta-luxury.
6 The dream of spontaneity is one of escape, but the truth might be that the more time we spend in a
self-built cage, the better we can escape. Other work in psychology reported that pursuing spontaneity
at all costs ensures we will be less happy. The problem with a devotion to spontaneity is that we are 40
all subject to “decision fatigue”, the existential lethargy that sets in quickly when we are forced to make
too many trivial choices. The antidote might be, then, to stick even more closely to a timetable. Freed
from the self-imposed pressure to do an awesome thing spontaneously, we will actually experience
more pleasure. When we stop worrying about living, we might start having more fun.
Adapted from “Think Before You Act” by Steven Poole
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Read the passages in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this
Paper.

For
Examiner’s
Use

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you
must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only
copy words and phrases from the passage.
From Passage 1
1

Explain what the author means when he says that the words ‘spontaneous’ and
‘impulsive’ are “synonyms, but only rarely can they be used interchangeably”
(lines 1-2). Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

2

Why does the author place the words ‘bedevilled,’ ‘accursed’ and ‘ill-fated’ (line 5) in
inverted commas?
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

3

From paragraph 4, state the main point of contrast between adults and children that
enable adults to act spontaneously. Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]


© CJC 2017
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4
4

Using material from paragraphs 3, 5 and 6 only (lines 14-24, 37-48), summarise the
disadvantages of impulsivity and the benefits of spontaneity.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Impulsivity is disadvantageous as it brings about ………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[8]
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For
Examiner’s
Use

From Passage 2
5

Why does the author begin his article with a series of short statements?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

6

Explain the author’s attitude towards advertisements as suggested by lines 3-5.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

7

What are the negative outcomes of utter spontaneity from Paragraph 1? Use your
own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

8

Explain what the author means when he writes that spontaneity is “a virtue that we
sorely wish to have ascribed to us but do not actually want to act out rigorously”
(lines 17-18). Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
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6
9

What does the example of the smartphone app in lines 24-26 illustrate? Use your
own words as far as possible.

For
Examiner’s
Use

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

10 Why does the author place “that is, advert” (lines 29-30) in brackets?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

11 Explain the irony in the statement, “The dream of spontaneity is one of escape, but
the truth might be that the more time we spend in a self-built cage, the better we can
escape” (lines 38-39).
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
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7
12 Seltzer believes in the value of spontaneity whereas Poole thinks that there are
problems with it. How important is spontaneity to you and your society, and how far
would you agree or disagree with the opinions expressed in these two passages?

For
Examiner’s
Use

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

For
Examiner’s
Use

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[10]
END OF PAPER
© CJC 2017

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

2017 CJC Prelim Paper 2 Suggested Answer Scheme
From Passage 1
1. Explain what the author means when he says that the words ‘spontaneous’ and ‘impulsive’ are “synonyms, but only
rarely can they be used interchangeably” (lines 1-2). Use your own words as far as possible. [1]
From Passage
Technically
at
least,
the
terms
"spontaneous" and "impulsive" are
synonyms, but only rarely can they be used
interchangeably.

Suggested Answer
a. The author means that the words have similar
meanings/definitions, but

[answer must capture both a and b to get
the 1 mark]

DNA: if one has positive connotations and the other has negative
connotations (vague)
If they are used in different contexts (inferred instead of paraphrased)

b. can hardly/scarcely/infrequently act as substitutes/replacement

2. Why does the author place the words ‘bedevilled,’ ‘accursed’ and ‘ill-fated’ (line 5) in inverted commas? [2]
From Passage
Those free to act spontaneously are
“blessed” and those driven to behave
impulsively are "bedevilled," "accursed," or
"ill-fated".

Suggested Answer
a. Function: The inverted commas are used to quote the labels given
by others
BOD: (variations of) The words are society’s opinions of those who
are impulsive.
DNA: the words are not used in their original meaning /
The author does not believe / the author is expressing doubt
b. Context: regarding impulsive people as being doomed / ruined /
destroyed
BOD: do not get anything good out of their actions
DNA: people are shown in a negative/unfavourable light (wrong
degree) / unfortunate / unlucky / cursed (lift)

3. From paragraph 4, state the main point of contrast between adults and children that enable adults to act
spontaneously. Use your own words as far as possible. [1]
From Passage
Children can easily be governed by whim, or desire. /
“unthinking behaviour” /
“behaviour is irresistible”
VS.

Suggested Answer
a. Children are rash / foolish OR
do not consider the consequences (only exception) OR
are unable to control their own behaviour

m life
l fe
li
fe expe
eexperience
ex
xpe
perien
nce - ar
aare
re
Adults, however - benefiting from
hei
eir
ir be
beha
haavi
viou
ourr.
better able to count the costs off th
their
behaviour.

w erreeaas adults
wh
b. whereas
adul
ad
ultts possess
pos
ossess wisdom / maturity /
un
nderstand
ndin
ing
g / consider
cons
co
nsid
ider
e the
t consequences / able to
understanding
deeliiberatte
deliberate

[Contrast between a and b must be seen to be awarded
the mark.]

DNA: “do not” on its own as a point of contrast.
E.g. Adults are wise whereas children are not.

From Passage 2
5. Why does the author begin his article with a series of short statements? [1]
From Passage
©CJC 2017

Suggested Answer
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“Live for the moment. Be spontaneous. Be
free and happy. Don’t worry about the
future. Act as though it is your last day on
earth. You only live once. Such is one
modern conception of the good life.”

[function]
a. It is to engage / appeal to / interest / intrigue the reader with
familiar/common quotes/sayings/idioms/axioms/refrains / popular
sentiments
Accept: make readers think / challenge / consider / set the context
BOD: make readers recall / focus on
DNA: emphasise / highlight / show / food for thought (use plain
language instead of metaphor) / introduction (vague) / create impact
+
[context]
b. concerning/regarding/encouraging spontaneity.

6. Explain the author’s attitude towards advertisements as suggested by lines 3-5. [2]
From passage

Suggested Answer

Advertisements encourage us to drop
everything and jet off for a city break at the
last moment, or to walk at random into a
bar where we are sure to meet a new gang
of stock-photo besties, all ostentatiously
sipping the same brand of transparent
liquor.

a. The author is critical towards / disdainful / disapproves / not
supportive of advertisements
BOD: dismissive
DNA: negative (too vague) / cynical (misreading) / sarcastic or
mocking or condescending (tone, not attitude) / skeptical / doubt /
dislikes / in disbelief / disagrees / despises
b. as they promote flamboyant / showy / flashy / clichéd /
glamorous behaviour.
(focus is on ‘ostentatious’)
OR idealistic / unrealistic / too good to be true / too perfect /
practically impossible
BOD: superficial / shallow / exaggerated / façade
DNA: false promises by advertisements / fake / artificial / ridiculous /
meaningless / unproductive

7. What are the negative outcomes of utter spontaneity from Paragraph 1? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
From Passage
Truly living in the moment and embracing
utter spontaneity would render you unable,

Suggested Answer
a. Utter spontaneity would result/make you incapable of / cannot /
debilitate / prevents / deter

(Student must be able to rephrase the word
weer.)
.
‘unable’ somewhere in the answer.)

p lifts of root words: not able / capable
Accept

for instance, to make and keep
p pr
p
promises,
rom
mis
i es,,

bb.. fo
fforming
rm
ming
in
ng / cr
crea
creating
ea
eating
a ngg an
and
nd fu
fulf
fulfilling
fil
illi
ling
ng yo
your vows/assurances
Accept:
trustworthiness
Accept
Ac
pt:: tr
pt
trus
u tw
us
twor
o thines
or
esss
Accept: fo
fform
rm OR fulfill (as long as one is present)

or to formulate any kind of plan for
helping yourself or others.

c. or to create any kind of idea / scheme / process / ways for
providing aid to / support / assist / benefits to others and yourself /
change for the better / improve oneself
Award 1 mark for 1 to 2 points, 2 marks for 3 points.

©CJC 2017
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8. Explain what the author means when he writes that spontaneity is “a virtue that we sorely wish to have ascribed to
us but do not actually want to act out rigorously” (lines 17-18). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From Passage
Suggested Answer
And spontaneity, it seems, is a virtue that a. Spontaneity is a positive character trait that we dearly/greatly
we sorely wish to have ascribed to us
desire / yearn to have / be associated with us / be called / labelled
with/own
(intensity of the word ‘sorely’ must be seen)
...but do not actually want to act out
rigorously. To be thought of as
a spontaneous person is to own a certain
kind of devil-may-care cool, to seem open
to new experiences.

b. but fail to work on/do/perform
conscientiously/attentively/in detail / actively
DNA: do not actually want to carry it out

9. What does the example of the smartphone app in lines 24-26 illustrate? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From Passage
Suggested Answer
a whole new class of smartphone apps offers a. It illustrates how spontaneity is aided / engineered done / managed
what can be thought of as a kind of / curated / arranged / facilitated on their behalf by external
mediated, filtered spontaneity –
applications.
BOD: seek services for help with organising
DNA: allows
a kind of just-in-time planning that still
gives the desired impression of
impetuosity.

b. It is to grant the illusion / perception / appearance of spontaneity
OR to seem spontaneous
Accept: when you think you are ‘spontaneous’
DNA: for the consumers to feel like they are being spontaneous

10. Why does the author place “that is, advert” (lines 29-30) in brackets? [2]
From Passage
Suggested Answer
As it happens, a friend’s Twitter feed was
a. [Function] The author uses brackets to include additional
recently interrupted by a “promoted
information/clarifies [1]
tweet” (that is, advert) chirruping: “Go
BOD: explain / insert his own opinion
Brazilian this summer with free Ipanema flipDNA: criticise / emphasise
flops when you pick up our bikini razor now.”
b. [Context] the purpose of the tweet, which is to
motivate/encourage the reader to purchase the razor on the
spur of the moment. [1]
OR
a. [Function] The author uses brackets to mock the fact that
[1]
b. [Context]
[C
Conte
teext
x ] the tweet wa
as a marketing
m
b.
was
trick/tool in disguise
to
t encourage
enco
ourragge spontaneity.
spon
sp
onta
tane
neit
ity
y. [1]
[1
DNA: aadvertisement
DN
dvver
errti
tise
ti
seeme
m nt ((lift,
lift
li
f , not explaining)
DNA:
11. Explain the irony in the statement,
ement, “The dream of spon
spontaneity
ontaneity is one off escape, but the truth might be that the more
time we spend in a self-built cage, the better we can escape” (lines 38-39). [2]
From Passage
Suggested Answer
The dream of spontaneity is one of escape,
One would expect spontaneity to offer us a chance to
break free / run away / liberate us from the pressures of
life that is restraining us / having structure in our lives,
(Answer must capture concept of escape / liberty)
but the truth might be that the more time we spend in a Yet, in reality, we can find freedom from the pressures of
self-built cage, the better we can escape.
life more effectively by spending more time with selfimposed rules / schedules.
©CJC 2017
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DNA: (variations of) One would find better chances of
getting away if they are more familiar with their cage (too
literal)
4. Using material from paragraphs 3, 5 and 6 only (lines 14-24, 37-48), summarise the disadvantages of impulsivity
and the benefits of spontaneity.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your
own words as far as possible.
Impulsivity is disadvantageous as it brings about...
From Passage

Suggested Answer

A

Impulsivity results in behaviour that is hasty and Impulsivity results in behaviour that is
sudden
unpredictable/rash

B

It is demonstrated by our drive to do something without as demonstrated by our desire to act without being
the ability to take into account possible capable of rationalising our actions /considering
consequences
the potential implications of our actions

C

Our best judgement is just not available

Being discerning/ thinking critically is just not
possible

D

...can result in emotional distress

leads to being upset/anxiety/worry
DNA: pain, emotional pain (emotional is a lift),
psychological trauma / mental breakdown (focus on
emo, not mental)
Accept: emotional upset (the word ‘upset’ captures the
emotional state so we can award the mark for it;
ignore the lift of ‘emotional here’)

F

lead to disappointment in ourselves

results in regret/dismay/sadness/upset about who we
are/what we can achieve / self-deprecating / selfcriticism / self-blame / personal regret / not meeting
our own expectation

H

puts us in danger of losing
g cont
control
ntro
nt
ro
ol

places
plaaces us at tthe
pl
he risk
risk ooff llosing
poower/
weerr//re
rest
s ra
st
r in
int/
t/au
auto
tono
power/restraint/autonomy
Acceptable
(idea: loss of agency)
Accceptab
able
le llift:
ift:
if
t: ‘‘losing’
losing
i

I

potentially can cause us (and others) real harm

possibly bring/lead to/result to actual/genuine pain
/ suffering

J

do something that runs counter to our best interests

do things that are detrimental to / against what is
most beneficial to us

K

Impulsive behavior is also typically regarded as is also seen as unreliable
untrustworthy
DNA: dishonest

©CJC 2017
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M when we suggest that someone acts more spontaneity suggests that we adjust/respond
spontaneously, what is implied is that it would benefit accordingly due to the dynamic situation
them to adapt more readily to changing or unexpected OR their adaptability/mellow outlook
circumstances
OR
become more flexible OR have a “go-with-the-flow”
attitude
N
1

It gives them more faith in their ability to do
something appropriately

increasing/greater confidence that they have the
potential/capacity/skill/talent to do the right /
correct thing

N
2

without first having to mull it over

Without taking time to consider / thinking about it
first

O

spontaneous people are not tied down to a particular do not adhere/follow what was decided
plan

P

they are more likely to propose
instead they have the greater tendency to
(for points M, N and P, comparative slant MUST be suggest/provide
captured, but accept lift of “more”)

Q

or accept creative solutions to problems

or be open to innovative/unique/original
answers/remedies to challenges

R

Their allows them to avoid conflict

prevents them from getting into
disputes/disagreements/clashes

S

and ride the wave of excitement

to enjoy/benefit from the exhilaration/delight
Accept: allow them to have fun / euphoria

T

spontaneity is about openness to change

willingness to making adjustments or to adapt to
new shifts/to embrace new variations or
shifts/receptive to variation

U

Spontaneous acts are in harmony with the person's Spontaneous acts align with the
values and interests
ideals/standards/morals/beliefs of the individual and
his/her preferences.

V

[Spontaneous people are] happ
happier
p ier with their life
pp
an
nt)
t)
(requires the comparative slan
slant)

[Spo
[Spontaneous
p ntaneous peopl
people
plee are
are] more contented/joyful/at a
b
be
ettter ad
adva
vant
ntag
agee in
n th
ttheir
e
better
advantage
eexistence/experiences/situations.
ex
iste
is
tenc
te
ncce/
n
e/ex
e pe
ex
periien
ences/s

W Spontaneous people make the
h best
he
bes
e t of every
every
veery
y situation
sittuaatiion
on They
They ffind
Th
ind
in
d ways
ways to
to turn every circumstance/state of
antage of everything life has affairs into something that is effective/utilise every
they face, and take full advantage
to offer
opportunity that comes their way. / live life to the
fullest

Summary Markscheme
Points
1 pt
Marks
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1m

2-3 pts

4-5 pts

6-7 pts

8-9 pts

10-11 pts

12-13 pts

14+ pts

2m

3m

4m

5m

6m

7m

8m
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12. Seltzer believes in the value of spontaneity whereas Poole thinks that there are problems with it. How important is
spontaneity to you and your society, and how far would you agree or disagree with the opinions expressed in these two
passages? [10m]
Requirements
Candidates should:
1. Explain how far the authors’ views on the value of spontaneity are or are not important to them
2. Explain how far issues related to spontaneity are or are not important to their society
3. Support their views with reasoned argument
4. Show some understanding of the ideas in the passages
5. Explain ideas from both passages
Explanation and Text Reference
Candidates should show understanding of and make reference to some of the following issues raised in the Passage [See
Table below]
Evaluation
Candidates should:
1. Question or show reasons for seeing some of the authors’ views are important or unimportant
2. Give examples from their own and their society’s experience in support of their views
3. May put forward original ideas on the importance of spontaneity
4. Provide insights on Singaporeans’ attitudes and practices
5. Develop objective evaluation of the ideas in the passage
Coherence
Candidates should:
1. Adopt a consistent viewpoint
2. Argue logically
3. Organise their answers into cohesive, themed paragraphs
4. Link paragraphs to show continuity and direction of argument
5. Maintain relevance to the task in everything they write
6. End with a summative or concluding paragraph or sentence
R1: Justify your answer with reference to the passages
R2: How important is it to be spontaneous for you and your society?
R3: [EV]
R3: [Context]
Textual Reference
From Passage 1

EX + Evaluation (Logic + Context)
From Passage 2

Due to knowledge gained ...to be a spontaneous
p
pperson
igh
g t le
eaad
d to
to a more
m re
mo
from experience, we can mi
might
lead
reess
s fu
f l an
nd di
d
sorrderrly
so
y life.
lif
ife..
instantaneously
judge stre
stressful
and
disorderly
whether an action makes
sense, is safe - or at least poses
a risk that is manageable.
This allows spontaneous
people to live in the moment
while being responsible for
their actions. [Spontaneous
people are able to embrace the
moment while still being
responsible.]
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Important

Not so important
Although Passage 1 suggests
that being spontaneous allows
an individual to embrace the
moment while still being
responsible, Singaporeans
have demonstrated via their
online actions that
spontaneity does not always
encourage individuals to act
responsibly.
Given that Singaporeans are
media-savvy but also highly
opinionated and often quick
to jump to conclusions, the
spontaneous sharing of
seemingly unjust actions of
Singaporeans has actually
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resulted in irresponsible
name-calling, cyber attacks
and greater misunderstanding.
(Eg. Video of taxi driver
being scolded by a passenger
was circulated online
gathering so much vitriol that
the passenger’s personal
details started to be revealed
online.) In this case, a more
measured, cautious approach
where facts were first verified
may have been a more
responsible approach to the
problem.
It gives them more faith in
their ability to do something
appropriately without first
having to mull it over. In
fact, because spontaneous
people are not tied down to a
particular plan, they are more
likely to propose or accept
creative
solutions
to
problems that crop up

...pursuing spontaneity at
all costs ensures we will be
less happy. we are all subject
to “decision fatigue”, the
existential lethargy that sets
in quickly when we are
forced to make too many
trivial choices.

In the age of disruption in the
global economy, it is highly
important/ imperative for
Singaporeans to be
spontaneous in order to
innovate and remain relevant.
Singapore is known for its
conservatism, rigidity and
control, and this may prevent
us from being
unconventional.
Spontaneous expression of
one’s ideas and opinion is
still not common due to the
fear of reprisal for opinions
that are viewed as
inappropriate. The fear of
challenging authority and the
pressure to conform to social
rules and expectations have
limited our potential.

However, the realities of the
current political, social and
economic climate today
require a calculated approach.
Singaporeans are cautious
and take calculated risks,
knowing that reacting
spontaneously may be
counter-productive.
Spontaneity does not
necessarily lead to the
formulation of creative
solutions.
Less applicable and not so
important to Singapore.

In the Singapore context,
spontaneity might lead to
insensitive and inappropriate
behaviour towards others
from different ethnic
backgrounds.

Yet, we are beginningg to
make
shift.
Spontaneous
maake the shi
ift
ft. Sp
Spon
onta
tane
neou
acts
acctss of
of goodwill
ggoooddwi
good
w ll aare
re eevident
vidden
vi
and
media.
aan
nd reported
repo
port
port
po
rted
ed
d iin
n the
he m
edia
ed
i .
E.g.
E.g.
E.
gg.. youthh volunteers
volu
vo
lunt
ntee
eers
r who
whho
gave
when
g ve out
ga
ut masks
mask
ma
skss wh
whe
en the
haze affected Singapore.
Si
E.g. Agents of Kindness from
‘The Kindness Nexus’ giving
out food items, free hugs and
hi-fives to the public in
Orchard Road. These acts
received positive responses
from Singaporeans and
others.
it would benefit them to adapt
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We need to adopt the mindset

We cannot afford to be too
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more readily to changing or
unexpected circumstances that
is,
become
more
flexible…
In
essence,
spontaneity
is
about
adaptability and openness to
change.

of spontaneity as Singapore is
susceptible to many external
and internal forces like a
rapidly changing political or
social landscape (eg the
emergence of the sharing
economy, the USA pulling
the plug on the TPP; the
Chinese becoming more
assertive in their military
policies). We must be
prepared to seize the
opportunities presented to us
(to be less risk averse)

OR
Spontaneous people make the
best of every situation they
face, and take full advantage
of everything life has to
offer.

Furthermore, one finds that
recent “spontaneity surveys”
showing that Britons really
wish they were more
spontaneous, are
predominantly carried out on
behalf of companies for
which more spontaneity
equals more business: train
operators and retailers. Or
take the advert for Delta
Private Jets -- the tagline
which reads: “Perfect
moments are often made on a
moment’s notice.” Here,
spontaneity becomes a kind
of meta-luxury.

hasty as we have much to lose
given our degree of
vulnerability to external
factors.

[EV] Very important for
Singaporeans to be
spontaneous in order to seek a
more balanced lifestyle.
[EX] Singaporeans took an
average of 5.2 trips in the last
12 months, with almost half
of the trips lasting just three
to six days, according to a
survey commissioned by
performance marketing
technology company Criteo.
Among the other key
findings, 52 per cent of
Singaporeans booked their
trips between one and four
months before departure, and
they are most likely to do so
while at home (79 per cent)
on a weekend, although they
would already have browsed
on weekdays (56 per cent).

THE END
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2
Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.
1

‘Books are dead. Films are the way to go.’ Do you agree?

2

Should there be any restrictions to enjoying the Arts in your society?

3

‘The solution to all environmental problems is more regulation, not education.’ Do you agree?

4

Consider the claim that the purpose of the media is not simply to convey the truth, but to make
it interesting.

5

‘The world will be more peaceful without religion.’ What is your view?

6

‘Interesting and current developments in science and technology are only enjoyed by the few
who can afford them.' Discuss.

7

To what extent do parks, gardens and open spaces enhance city living?

8

‘The control of population growth is neither desirable nor effective.’ Discuss.

9

Should young people in your society look to the future with more optimism than pessimism?

10 How far can the State's surveillance of citizens be justified?
11 ‘It is increasingly difficult for voters to make the right choice in elections.’ Discuss.
12 ‘Humour is no laughing matter.’ Comment.
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Lou Perez writes about the fate of art, artists and museums.




1 In ancient temples, the consecrated images and statues of the divine served as a focal point
for devotees to worship at, meditate on, or otherwise communicate with their gods. In spite of
their contribution, the sculptors who built these sacred monuments did not receive much
recognition. In fact, they were even treated with disdain by the common folks who saw the
menial task of chipping images out of stone as a low form of grunt work. For evidence of 5
maltreatment of these unsung heroes, look no further than the Sphinx statue in Egypt where
many sculptors toiled under the harsh desert weather, sometimes without food, to create a
masterpiece that is today a proudly touted emblem of Egypt, appearing in coins and official
documents. The discrimination faced by these sculptors was also accurately observed by
philosopher Seneca who said, “One venerates the divine images, one may pray and sacrifice 10
to them, yet one despises the sculptors who made them.” Unsurprisingly, people at that time
would not even deign to speak to these sculptors, let alone perceive them as craftsmen,
artisans or artists.
2 Today, artists are no longer physically tortured, but are tormented when forced to compromise
on their artistic integrity, having to make their artworks more saleable and less provocative 15
than they wish. They continue to receive limited respect, and ironically, their artworks receive
more recognition than they ever will. We worship artworks, so much so that museums of art
are now our new temples. We make ‘pilgrimages’ to museums and experience ‘transcendence’
before major paintings or large-scale installations. ‘The Scream’ at the National Gallery in
Norway is displayed in its own niche, all the better for genuflection, while the artist Edvard 20
Munch was consigned to oblivion. When is the busiest day of the week for most contemporary
art museums? That would be Sunday: the day we used to reserve for another house of
worship.
3 Granted, museums are a platform for learning: they provide a graphic and physical way of
educating people about history and heritage of their own and others, reinforce the formal 25
education system without the formality of the classroom, and host community education
programmes which level the disparate world between rich and poor. In addition, they develop
communities by building identity through reflecting shared collective values, contributing to
social cohesion, and providing public spaces for leisure. The permanency of museums,
buildings that we see and touch, endows them with significant roles as guardians and 30
repositories of our collective memory, which enables us to learn from the past, understand the
present and foreshadow the future. With government funding, museums help us to reflect,
construct, and explore national values, which contribute to a sense of local pride that we have
something which is unique and appreciated by others.
4 However, being reliant on government funding is an encumbrance to museums attempting to 35
retain its credibility to the masses. It is impossible for any museum to give a balanced view of
what our society and others are about. The lesser known Yushukan, a governmentcommissioned military and war museum located within Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo, constructs
the impression of Japan as the hero of the war, with dioramas highlighting the support of Asian
countries for Japan's role in the national liberation of Asian peoples. This sits well with the 40
Japanese as it appeals to their nationalistic sentiments but understandably incurs the wrath of
the victims of their atrocities. In order to maintain their relevance and continue to enjoy the
welcomed government funds, museums toe the line and become the state’s instrument in the
evolution and propagation of national identity. A quick solution is to wean museums from such
funding so that they can stay autonomous and true to their purpose, but concerns over survival 45
necessitate their commercialisation.
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Museums need visitors and money, and to meet these needs, they water down their mission
to educate and preserve history in order to improve their bottom-line. To remain relevant and
popular, these for-profit museums commoditise the so-called wonder rooms containing
cabinets of curiosities and map a path so that visitors can experience history that spans several 50
centuries within a leisurely afternoon. Moreover, thematically decorated cafes within the
museum grounds allow them to rest their feet and sip tea, and souvenir shops are strategically
located as the last stop to entice visitors to pick up memorabilia. How we get acquainted with
art and its history leaves much to be desired. It is clear that there is a conflict of interests
because self-funded museums will cherry-pick collections, and become purveyors of popular 55
culture instead of serving as bastions of art, culture and history. Either way, museums find
themselves between a rock and a hard place.

6 As if finding survival within this tight space is not difficult enough, museums have gone further
to dig a deeper hole for themselves. There is now a broad consensus within the art community
that the prowess of technology is a new-age solution, and almost a panacea, for the long- 60
standing issue of declining visitorship. But who can deny that all too often, our attention gets
drawn to all the technological frills instead of the art works? Unfortunately, even the Louvre in
Paris, one of the world’s most well-visited and antiquated museums, has found it necessary to
ride on this technological tide. As today’s museums get all flustered over multi-media
techniques to engage the audience through visual, aural, and tactile means to help to 65
contextualise the objects, we forget that museums are meant to educate and not to scintillate.
In time to come, museum curators could almost single-handedly contribute to museums’
possible demise if they were to exhaust all options and money in their attempts to attract
visitors. As visitors have higher expectations for live events to justify their invested time and
effort, museum curators pander to these demands and organise events that are more social 70
and interactive. Consequently, visitors ask for even more and expect everything that is made
available digitally to be more gimmicky and unique than before. Evidently, they are never
satisfied. So museums end up running round in circles and going up in smoke eventually.
7 Today, there is a need for a paradigm shift in how we view art and artists. Although we are
becoming increasingly accepting of art, our understanding of their significance remains rather 75
limited. In highly pragmatic societies, art is too often overlooked, while good academic grades
in schools continue to be traditionally valued. Very few are aware that artists often have to first
explore issues of interest, take risks, experiment and create many artworks, of which only a
small percentage are truly masterful. Even for the very few that stand out, artists themselves
have to convince museum curators to acquire them. Hence, we have artworks that stop us in 80
our tracks and gawk at them, but few among us actually understand the artistry involved from
start to finish. Perhaps, we have to stop treating artists' creations as artworks and start
appreciating them as works of art.
8 While we used to ignore the sufferings of ancient sculptors, at least their divine images were
paid homage. But too often now, museum goers venerate the temple of frills and technology 85
surrounding artworks, and sideline artworks and the hands which made them. Alas, we should
not be too surprised at the impending doom awaiting art, artists and museums.
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2
Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks will
be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.

For
Examiner’s
Use

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own
words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words and phrases from
the passage.
1

‘… yet one despises the sculptors who made them.’ (line 11)
In the first paragraph, what evidence does the author provide to support the observation made by
philosopher Seneca? Use your own words as far as possible.

[3]

2

Why does the author say that ‘museums of art are now our new temples’ (lines 17 to 18)? Use
your own words as far as possible.

[3]

3

How does the example in lines 37 to 42 support the author’s ideas in lines 35 to 37?

[2]

© DHS 2017
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3
4 What does the expression ‘almost a panacea’ (line 60) suggest about using technology to deal
with declining visitorship?

For
Examiner’s
Use

[1]
5 Explain the author’s use of the word ‘even’ in line 62.

[1]

6 How do the details in lines 67 to 73 support the author’s claim that ‘museums end up running round
in circles and going up in smoke’ (line 73)?

[2]
7

According to the author, why must we change ‘how we view art’ (line 74)? Use your own words
as far as possible.

[2]
8

Explain what the author means in the last sentence of paragraph 7.

[2]
9

What point is the author making in the last sentence of the concluding paragraph?

[1]

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
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4
10 Using material from paragraphs 3 and 5, summarise what the author says about the benefits of
museums and what they do to survive.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.

One of the many benefits of museums is

[8]
[ Word Count: ______ ]
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5
11 Lou Perez shares his views on the roles and challenges of art, artists and museums.
How far would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own experience and
that of your society?
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For
Examiner’s
Use

6
For
Examiner’s
Use

[10]
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2
1. ‘… yet one despises the sculptors who made them.’ (line 11)
In the first paragraph, what evidence does the author provide to support the observation made by
philosopher Seneca? Use your own words as far as possible. (3m)
Passage
(a) did not receive much recognition. In fact,
they were
(b) even treated with disdain by the common
folks who saw

Paraphrased
(a) They were unappreciated/ not
acknowledged/ not credited/ not respected
for their work/ their social status was
beneath the commoners / they were not
given the status or credit they deserved for
the skills involved in their jobs

(c) the menial task of chipping images out of stone
as a low form of grunt work. ….

(b) they were disliked/ looked down upon by
people/ treated with contempt

For evidence of (d) maltreatment of these
unsung heroes …. where many sculptors toiled
under the harsh desert weather, sometimes
without food, to create a masterpiece …

(c) their job/ occupation lacked prestige/
glamour/ viewed as unskilled workers

Unsurprisingly, people at that time
(e) would not even deign to speak to these
sculptors,
(f) let alone perceive them as craftsmen,
artisans or artists.

(d) they worked under inhumane/ poor
conditions
(e) would not care to interact / talk to them
(f) In no way were they considered skilled /
not deemed as professionals/ highly skilled/
½ m each

2. Why does the author say that ‘museums of art are now our new temples’ (lines 17 to 18)? Use your
own words as far as possible. (3m)
Passage

Paraphrased
Visitors to museums

We (a) worship art pieces, so much so that
museums of art are our new temples.

(a)/(e) adore / are in awe of / respect / revere
/ glorify / idolise / show deference to / respect
these art works,

(e) all the better for genuflection
We make (b) ‘pilgrimages’ to museums and

experience (c) ‘transc
scen
en
ndence’
d
de
denc
e ce
e’ b
be
befo
before
efo
fore
e major
ma
ajjor
paintings or large-scale
le installations.
ins
nsta
ns
tallations
ta
ns.
ns
on
nal Gallery
Gal
alle
lery
le
ry
y in
in Norway
Norw
No
rway
rw
ayy is
a
is
The Scream at the National
tion
nn
i he
ic
e,
(d) displayed in its own
niche,
That would be Sunday: (f) the day we used to
reserve for another house of worship

(b) treat visits to museums as a religious
obligation / with a sense of mission / with
commitment / dedication/ life goal and
(c
c) re
rece
ece
ceiv
ive
iv
ve en
e
liigh
ghte
te
enm
n
(c)
receive
enlightenment
/ feel a spiritual
high
when
hi
igh w
h n they
he
th
he view
vie
ew art
ar works,
(d)) art works
(d
work
wo
rks are
rk
arre placed / showcased in their
own
dedicated
o
ow
n de
edi
dicate
ted
te
d spaces/ pedestals / for people
tto pay h
homage
(f) Visitors go to museums on the day that is
traditionally dedicated for prayers to God /
show respect to God / typically a holy day for
religions.
1-2 points: 1m
3-4 points: 2m
5 points: 3m
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4
6. How do the details in lines 67-73 support the author’s claim that ‘museums end up running round
in circles and going up in smoke’ (line 73)? (2m)
Passage
In time to come, museum
curators could almost singlehandedly
contribute
to
museums’ possible demise if
they were to exhaust all options
and money in their attempts to
attract visitors. As visitors come
to have higher expectations for
live events to justify their
invested time and effort,
museum curators pander to
these demands and organise
events that are more social and
interactive.
Consequently,
visitors ask for even more and
expect everything that is made
available digitally to be more
gimmicky and unique than
before. Evidently, they are
never satisfied. So museums
end up running round in circles
and going up in smoke
eventually.

Inferred
(a) Running round in circles:
In continually trying to meet the demands of the visitors,
- the museums are going nowhere.
- the museums are always playing catch-up.
- there is no end to it.
- or ORA
And …
(b) Going up in smoke:
- They lose focus on their original cause/aim.
- They exhaust/ run out of solutions.
- They run out of funds.
- They use up all their resources and wind up.
- or ORA (notions of ‘exhaust money/ options’ must be present)
Students should not merely paraphrase the relevant material.
They need to distil the idea the idea of ‘running round in circles’
and ‘going up in smoke’ based on what the museums do.
Answers must present 2 separate ideas although there is no
need to make explicit reference to “circles” and/or “smoke”.

7. According to the author, why must we change ‘how we view art’ (line 74)? Use your own words
as far as possible. (2m)
Passage
Today, there is a need for a paradigm
shift in how we view art and artists.
Although we are becoming increasingly
accepting of art, (a) our understanding
of their significance remains rather
limited. (b) In highly pragmatic
societies, (c) art is too often
overlooked, (d) while good academic
grades in schools continue to be
traditionally valued.

Paraphrased
We still have to change the way we view art because
(a) we have not come to appreciate its
importance sufficiently, and when
(b) we are still too practical
(c) art is usually neglected as
(d) we have placed too much importance to
academic results/ academic results are overly
emphasised.
½ m each

8. Explain what the author
hor
or means
mea
eans
nss in
in the
e last
la
astt ssentence
ente
tenc
ncce off paragraph
parag
ag
gra
raph
ph 7.
7. (2m)
(2m
(2
Passage
Very few are aware that
h t artists
ti t often
ft
have to first explore issues of
interest, take risks, experiment and
create many artworks, of which only
a small
percentage are truly
masterful. Even for the very few that
stand out, artists themselves have to
convince museum curators to acquire
them. Hence, we have artworks that
stop us in our tracks and gawk at them,

Inferred
Infe
In
nfe
ferr
rred
rr
ed
‘artworks’
‘ t
k ’ vs ‘‘works
k off art’t’
(a) We should cease/ desist from viewing/ regarding
artists’ creations as mere products/ products
superficially.
OR
We should stop looking at art as the final product / in
its finality / as an end in itself.
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5
but few among us actually understand
the artistry involved from start to finish.
Perhaps, (a) we have to stop treating
artists’ creations as artworks and (b)
start appreciating them as works of
art.

(b) Instead, we should begin understanding/
treasuring the skilled and laboured/ rigorous process
involved in their creations.
OR
We should begin see art as a means to an end/ to
appreciate the artistic process.
1m each

9. What point is the author making in the last sentence of the concluding paragraph? (1m)
Passage
Alas, we should
not
be
too
surprised at the
impending doom
awaiting art, artists
and museums.

Inferred
The author is implying that our actions led to the bleak future of
museums today and thus their fate is regrettably expected.
OR
The author is resigned about the fate of museums as our neglect
contributed to the demise of museums.
Students are expected to demonstrate sensitivity to the use of ‘alas’.
1m
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6
Prelims Summary question:
Using material from paragraphs 3 and 5, summarise what the author says about the benefits of museums
and what they do to survive.
One of the many benefits of museums is…

Material From Passage
Granted, museums are
(a) a platform for learning: they
(b) provide a graphic and physical way

(c) of educating people about history and heritage
of their own and others,
(d) reinforce the formal education system without
the formality of the classroom, and
(e) host community education programmes
which
(f) level the disparate world between rich and poor.
In addition, they
(g) develop communities
(h) by building identity through
(i) reflecting shared collective values,
(j) contributing to social cohesion, and
(k) providing public spaces for leisure. The
permanency of museums, buildings that we see and
touch, endows them with significant roles as
(l) guardians and
(m) repositories of our collective memory, which
(n) enables us to learn from the past, understand
the present and foreshadow the future. With
government funding,
(o) museums help us to reflect on and explore
national values, which
(p) contribute to a sense of local pride that we have
something which is unique and appreciated by
others.
Museums need visitors and money, and to meet
these needs,
(q) they water down their mission to educate and
preserve history
(r) these for-profit museums
ms commoditise the soso
called wonder rooms containing
ontta
aini
ni
nin
n
ng
g cab
cabinets
ab
abi
s iinet
so
of
stfs
curiosities and
(s) map a path so that visitors
vissittors
t s can
ca
an experience
expe
peri
rien
en
enccce
e
history that span several centurie
ntur
u
urie
rie
es within
wi
with
thin
n a le
eiisur
issu
urre
elyy
afternoon.
(t) Moreover, thematically decorated
ecorated cafes within the
th
he
museum grounds allow them to rest their feet and
sip tea, and souvenir shops are strategically located
as the last stop to entice visitors to pick up
memorabilia.
(u) because self-funded museums will cherry-pick
collections, and become purveyors of popular
culture instead of serving as bastions of art, culture
and history.

Suggested Paraphrased Answers
One of the many benefits of museums is…
a) be they can be an avenue for us to gain
information/ knowledge,
b) [mode] offer pictures and artefacts / experiential
learning
(either ‘pictures’ or ‘artefacts’)
c) to learn about our past/ customs and that of other
countries/ societies.
d) They reiterate what is taught in schools in a
relaxed/ fun environment.
e) They organise/ coordinate/ run enrichment
activities for the public
f) reduce income inequality/ art is open to all/ art
connects everybody
g) enhance bonds
h)by establishing who we are
i) through highlighting/ exhibiting common beliefs,
j) leading to a sense of solidarity
k) are open areas for all to utilise for recreation.

l) They protect
m) store our shared experiences
n) allow us to acquire/ gain knowledge on what
had happened, comprehend current trends and
predict what is to come
o) contemplate national ideals/ principles/ beliefs
p) They add to our sense of dignity/ honour
towards our country
In order to survive, museums need to…
q) lower their intrinsic aims/ expectations/
neglect in serving the society
r) create/ design/ conceptualise attractive
exhi
h bitions
s
exhibitions
s) and
and
d craft
crafft a route
cr
ro
out
u e for
fo patrons to help them save
ti
ime / ma
ax
xiimi
mise
s ttheir
se
heiir co
time
maximise
constraints of time / condense
h
hi
s ory (accept
st
( cc
(a
c ep
eptt streamline)
streamli
st
history
t) sell refreshments and mementos / house
restaurants and retail stores

u) (carefully) select and showcase trendy /
fashionable / contemporary exhibits
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7
11 Lou Perez shares his views on the roles and challenges of art, artists and museums.
How far would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own experience and
that of your society?
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.
1. ‘Nothing but provocation and self-centeredness.’ Is this a fair description of the state of affairs
in today’s world?

2. ‘My life, my choice.’ How far can people expect to live life this way?

3. Should historical monuments and objects be preserved when such an undertaking is very
expensive or even a source of unhappiness?

4. ‘Many receive an education, but few are educated.’ Discuss with reference to situations in
your society today.

5. ‘Tourism brings less developed countries more harm than good.’ Comment.

6. How worried should we be that recent advances in science and technology are creating new
challenges and worsening old problems?

7. ‘Looks matter, and much more than substance too.’ Would you agree with this claim?

8. ‘The hallmark of a great country is not how prosperous it is, but how inclusive its people can
be.’ Should your country work towards this ideal?

9. ‘We must surrender our human rights to win the battle against terrorism.’ Do you agree?

10. ‘Smart cities: innovative, but not necessarily better.’ What do you think?

11. ‘Corporate social responsibility is bad for business and companies should not be expected to
take it up.’ To what extent would you agree?

12. ‘Let us read and let us sing, for what harm can these amusements bring?’ Comment.
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Hans Affleck worries about the pervasiveness of lies in the world today.
1

2

3

4

5

Honesty is the best policy, or so claims the universal adage that every school-going child
has been taught to chant and uphold. While the “Never Lie!” exhortation may be an ideal
that well-meaning adults feel obligated to endorse, especially in the presence of children,
anyone who attempts to practise it today will be immediately labelled a misfit. The truth
of the matter is that honesty no longer paves the way to a brilliant career or a purposeful
life. Instead, lying has become the new norm because it gets people to places, and brings
societies the quick successes they crave. Welcome to the twenty-first century – a world
where strands of truth and deceit are ridiculously spun to cloak inadequacies,
camouflage intentions and shield their weavers from responsibilities and repercussions!
There is no better evidence of this phenomenon than what is happening in the political
realm: not only are most politicians well-versed in the art of weaving truths, politics has
mutated into a showdown of wit and rhetoric. Unscrupulous politicians could not care
less about the truth. They churn out a mix of titillating insinuations and incredulous
speculations and reinforce them with arresting visuals to keep audiences spellbound and
attract the highest votes. Elected to office, the best ‘spin doctors’ rely even more heavily
on their public relations machinery. Styling themselves after larger-than-life pop stars
and magicians, they stage grand appearances where they crow about spectacular
economic rebounds and the imminent abolition of poverty and environmental woes. As
facts continue to play second fiddle, good governance slips deeper into the realm of the
sensible citizen’s imagination.
Branding is now the heart of any business, and skilful marketing built upon evocative
narratives and glowing reviews is the invisible hand that sends products flying from
manufacturing plants into consumers’ homes. Given its ability to drive phenomenal sales,
story-telling has become an indispensable tool and valued more highly than product
development in the business playbook. To see how it works, we just need to study the
globalised obsession with smart devices. Seemingly innocuous seconds-long
advertisements implant in our subconscious mind a fervent desire to own not just any
smart phone, tablet or watch, but the latest version. Given such allegiance, is it surprising
that businesses built on deceit are commonplace and thriving? As long as they package
their narratives prettily and sidestep complaints daintily, gullible consumers will continue
to mire themselves in a ruinous cycle of purchases and loans.
The perpetuation of lies is made possible by two threats to modern society: a distrust of
the very leaders and institutions who have been entrusted with its care and a sea change
in the way information is disseminated to the public. Worldwide, spectacular failures and
the inability of governments to propose sensible remedies have led to acute cynicism
towards politically-correct officials who parrot trite replies. The disillusioned even declare
their hairdressers and the man-in-the-street to be twice as trustworthy as any
government official or business leader. Some maintain a worrying preference for
mavericks whose so-called insider knowledge enables them to “tell it as it is”. It certainly
does not help that experts are frequently contradicting one another, or that politicians
regularly prioritise their vested interests above all else. The latter can be expected to
cast doubts on a stringent climate policy by magnifying the uncertainties of science if
doing so pleases their campaign sponsors and power brokers. In their hands, statistics
is no longer a tool for honest analysis or social progress but a mere numbers game to
“prove” their assertions.
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Society would not be so easily enmeshed in the web of deceit if not for accomplices such
as the Internet and the services it spawns. On Facebook, Reddit, Twitter or YouTube,
anybody can be a publisher. A single idea, or “meme”, can be replicated shorn of all
context, for the dark purposes of trolling, doxxing and slamming. Once a haven for geeks
with lofty ideals about the free flow of information, the Internet now goads users into acts 50
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of self-destruction. Even though Facebook and other forms of social media profess to
filter news according to user sensibilities, they are poor moderators of what is genuine
or malicious. They are no match for reprehensible publications mining a niche of virulent
hoaxes that perpetuate rumours or prejudices for clicks and profits. Google’s algorithms
which personalise results based on search preferences and surfing behaviour further 55
impede netizens from chancing upon countervailing views, leaving them hopelessly
ensnared by biased narratives. In essence, the online hunt for truth now is similar to the
proverbial search for a needle in a haystack.
6

But all is not lost! There is a silver lining amidst the dark clouds: conscientious journalists
who make up the Fourth Estate. They are our bulwark against encroaching falsehood, 60
the bastion of truth for whom accuracy and objectivity are not mere mantras to be
chanted. Every news idea is grounded in extensive research, every lead verified through
rigorous interviews and every morsel of information scrupulously corroborated to distil
partiality from facts. Only after exacting standards in fact checking, copy editing and
proofreading are met will the article be given life as a published piece. We often read of 65
editors and reporters who remain staunchly committed to the truth even when their
visibility and courage make them scapegoats and adversaries of those they have
crossed. The invaluable contributions of these professionals make them our unsung
heroes, and we cannot thank them enough for taking up the cudgels against duplicity.

7

Truth is important in and of itself: it is gold that has been painstakingly panned from the 70
sediments of time and experience by generations. Its extrinsic value is clearly integral in
modern human societies, be it in justice, trade, ethics or government. It is my firm belief
that truth is the property of no individual but is the treasure of all men. Today, we sorely
need the scrupulous to shine a beacon through the apocalyptic fog of manipulation, lies
75
and deceit, and light our way to this forgotten trove.

8

Factual integrity is the most valuable legacy we can leave to our future generations in
today’s world where falsehood flies, and truth comes limping after it. We must harken to
the clarion call of the Press and rescue truth from its tormentors before it is too late.
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Read the passage and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up to fifteen marks
will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you
select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to
express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases from the passage.
1

According to the author, why will adults who practise the exhortation “Never Lie!” (line 2) be “labelled
a misfit” (line 4)? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]

2

“Welcome to the twenty-first century – a world where strands of truth and deceit are ridiculously spun
to cloak inadequacies, camouflage intentions and shield their weavers from responsibilities and
repercussions!” (lines 7 – 9).
What is the author’s tone in the above statement? Identify two words from the statement to explain
his tone.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]
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Using material from paragraphs 2 and 3 only, summarise the author’s observations about the
pervasiveness of lies in the political and business arenas. Write your summary in no more than
120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far
as possible.
Lying has become a norm in modern society because.......................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..........................................................................................................................................[8]

4

According to the author in paragraph 4, how has the role of statistics changed? Use your own
words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]
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“The disillusioned even declare their hairdressers and the man-in-the-street to be twice as
trustworthy as any government official or business leader.” (lines 36 – 38)
Explain the irony in the above statement. Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]

6

Why does the author liken the online hunt for truth to “the proverbial search for a needle in a haystack”
(lines 57 – 58)? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]

7

According to the author, what is the role of “conscientious journalists who make up the Fourth
Estate” (lines 59 – 60)? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]

8

The author repeats the word “every” three times in lines 62 – 63. What is the purpose of the
repetition? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[1]
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Identify and explain one metaphor used in Paragraph 7. Use your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]

10

Explain what the author means by “falsehood flies, and truth comes limping after it” (line 77). Use
your own words as far as possible.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................[2]
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Hans Affleck shares his worries about the pervasiveness of lies in the world today. How far would
you agree with his observations? Refer to specific material from the passage as well as your own
observations of your society to illustrate and justify your points.
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
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…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
…………..............................................................................................................................................
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2017GPPrelimsP2SuggestedAnswerScheme
1. According to the author, why will adults who practise the exhortation “Never Lie!” (line 2) be
“labelledamisfit”(line4)?Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Lift
Whilethe“NeverLie!”exhortationmaybean
idealthatwellͲmeaningadultsfeelobligatedto
endorse,especiallyinthepresenceofchildren,
anyonewhoattemptstopractiseittodaywillbe
immediatelylabelledamisfit.Thetruthofthe
matteristhathonestynolongerpavestheway
toabrilliantcareerorapurposefullife.Instead,
lyinghasbecomethenewnormbecauseitgets
peopletoplacesandbringssocietiesthequick
successestheycrave.(lines2–7)

Paraphrase
Suchadultsarelabelledamisfitbecauseit
i) contradicts / clashes with / is the opposite of
theworkingsofthemodernworld
(donotaccept‘fit’)
ii) tellingthetruthdoesnotenableonetoexcelin
one’svocation…
iii) …orliveameaningfullife
iv) dishonestyisthelatesttrend
v) that allows / facilitates / satisfies people’s
ambition / aspiration/ yearning / craving for
highersocialstatus/stationsonlifeand
vi) the swift / rapid accomplishment of goals /
achievement / triumph / victory that countries
yearn/longfor.
Note: ½ m per point; any 4 for 2 m. Allow the
liftingof‘social’

2. “WelcometothetwentyͲfirstcentury–aworldwherestrandsoftruthanddeceitareridiculously
spuntocloakinadequacies,camouflageintentionsandshieldtheirweaversfromresponsibilitiesand
repercussions!”(lines7–9).
Whatistheauthor’stoneintheabovestatement?Identifytwowordsfromthestatementtoexplain
histone.(2m)
WelcometothetwentyͲfirstcentury–aworld
Ͳfirs
rss ceent
rst
nu
urry – a worl
rd
rl
wherestrandsoftruthanddeceitareridiculously
and
d de
deceit aree ri
ridi
idi
dicu
c lo
lous
ussly
spuntocloakinadequacies,camouflage
ciees,, caamoufla
laaggee
intentionsandshieldtheirweaversfrom
eirr we
weavers from
responsibilitiesandrepercussions!(lines7–9)
erccus
ussi
sion
si
ons!
on
s (l
s!
( in
nes
es 7 – 9)

Tone:Caustic/sarcastic/scathing/derisive/
Tone
ne Caustic / sarcas
ne:
assti
ticc /
sardonic/scornful/highly
sard
don
onicc / scco
orrnfful
u /h
/hig
igghly
critical/mocking/sardonic(1m)
c itticcal/m
cr
/moc
/m
ocki
king
ki
king
n /ssar
ardo
d nic (
Identificationoftwowordstoexplainhistone:
Iden
Id
entificaati
en
tion
o off tw
wo word
The
The author
author uses
uses the
the word
word ‘welcome’ to what is
otherwise a world filled with deceit (1/2) and
‘ridiculously’ spun to indicate the absurdity /
ludicrousness of the extent of lying in the world
today.(1/2)
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OR
The use of the terms ‘cloak’, ‘camouflage’ and
‘shield’indicatetheauthor’scriticismagainstthe
deliberateweavingofmaterial/garmenttocover
one’simperfections/flaws.Thisissimilartohow
lies are weaved to disguise shortfalls, real
objectives/agendaandprotecttheperpetratorsof
lies.
Note:Studentsneedtochooseany2of5words
andbrieflyexplainhoweachofthewordschosen
conveytheauthor’stone.

3. Using material from paragraphs 2 and 3 only, summarise the author’s observations about the
pervasivenessofliesinthepolitical andbusinessarenas. Writeyoursummaryinnomorethan120
words,notcountingtheopeningwordswhichareprintedbelow.Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.
(8m)
Lyinghasbecomeanorminmodernsocietybecause…
s/n Pointfrompassage

Paraphrased

1

not only are most politicians wellͲversed in not onlyare mostpoliticians adept/competent/masterful in
theartofweavingtruths,
the art (allow lift) skill/technique of fabricating
lies/falsehood/distortingfacts

2

politicshasmutatedintoashowdownofwit

politics
has
been
modified/altered
into
a
battle/confrontation/conflict
of
repartee/drollery/
facetiousness

3

andrhetoric

andeloquence/oratory

4

Unscrupulouspoliticianscouldnotcareless
aboutthetruth

Dishonest/Unprincipled politicians are not concerned
about/focusedon/payingheed/attentiontothetruth(allow
lift)/veracity/authenticity/accuracyoffacts

5

They churn out
insinuations

6

andincredulousspeculations
pecculattio
ions
n
ns

and
an
d
dubious/
dubiiou
du
dubi
o s//
gues
gu
essw
es
sw
work/su
supp
su
ppos
pp
ossit
itio
io
ons
n
guesswork/suppositions

7

andreinforcethemwitharrestingvisuals
m with arresting visuals

and
and fortify/strengthen/ them
them with eyeͲcatching/striking
visuals(allowlift)

8

tokeepaudiencesspellbound

tokeepthepublic/massesriveted/enthralledmesmerized

a mix of titillating Theyproduce/create/make(atafastrate)amix(allowlift)
combination/blend
of
rousing/exciting/provocative
combination/blend
of
allegations/accusations
allegaations//accu
usa
sati
tion
ti
on
ns
un
unconvincing

conjectures/
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9

andattractthehighestvotes

10

Electedtooffice,thebest‘spindoctors’

11

12

13

andgarnerthemostnumberofvotes(allowlift)

After being voted in, the most outstanding/leading
propagandists/marketingexperts/publicists
rely even more heavily on their public depend on/count on even more heavily (allow lift) selfͲ
relationsmachinery
promotiontactics/ploys/manipulation
Styling themselves after largerͲthanͲlife pop
stars and magicians, they stage grand
appearances where they crow about
spectacular economic rebounds and the
imminent abolition of poverty and
environmentalwoes
Asfactscontinuetoplaysecondfiddle

The politicians have overͲpromised what they can do in
solving
the
world’s
intractable/
troublesome
problems/challengesthemomenttheyarevotedin(inferred)

The truth remains in a subordinate role/does not really
matter,

14

goodgovernanceslipsdeeperintotherealm good governance (allow life) gradually becomes elusive
ofthesensiblecitizen’simagination
/difficulttodiscern(inferred)

15

Brandingisnowtheheartofanybusiness

16

and skillful marketing built upon evocative and ingenious/adroit/competent marketing dependent
narratives
on/reliantonvivid/powerfulnarratives(allowlift)/accounts

17

andglowingreviews

and complimentary/laudatory/favourable appraisals /
assessment/evaluation(rewardeitherpoint29orthis)

18

is the invisible hand that sends products
flying from manufacturing plants into
consumers’homes.Givenitsabilitytodrive
phenomenalsales,

that entail free market forces that drive
consumption/purchaseofgoods
OR Given its potential/capability/propensity to impel
precipitateremarkable/astonishingsales

19

storyͲtelling has become an indispensable
tool
and valued more highly than product
developmentinthebusinessplaybook.

untruthfulness, dishonesty/ deceit has become essential/
necessary/crucial/vital
andmoreprized/cherished thanimprovingonthequalityof
products(allowlift)

20

Branding is currently the center/core/crux/quintessence of
anybusiness

21

Toseehowitworks,wejustneedtostudythe
ks, we
w ju
ust
st neeed to
o st
s udyy th
t e TThisisevidentlydisplayedintheworldwidemania/craze
This iss evidently displayeed in
i th
with
globalisedobsessionwithsmartdevices
smartdevices(allowlift)
ion
n wi
with
with
t sm
mart de
d vi
vice
c s
sm
martt de
devviice
cess ((aalll ow
o lilift
ft))
ft

22

Seemingly
innocuous
nocu
cuou
cu
o s
secondsͲlong
second
ndssͲlo
nd
lo
ongg
advertisements
implantinoursubconsciousmind
bconscio
i us mind
i d

23
24

Supposedly/superficially
Supp
Su
p osedly
pp
l / su
upe
p rfficia
icciaallllyy ha
h
harmlessmessages
rm

areinserted/putinto
are
inserted
d/p
/put in
nto
t oursubliminal/unconscious
our subli

a fervent desire to own not just any smart topossess/ownthemostadvancedgadgets(inferred)
phone, tablet or watch, but the latest
version
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25
26

Givensuchallegiance,
isitsurprisingthatbusinessesbuiltondeceit
arecommonplace

27

andthriving?

28

Aslongasbusinessespackagetheirnarratives
prettily

Givensuchloyalty/fidelity,
Itisexpected thatbusinessesbuiltonduplicity/deception/
fraudareeverywhere


and flourishing/growing/proliferating



29

30

Aslongasbusinessespackage theirnarratives(allowlift)/sales
pitches/marketingcampaignsattractively/captivatingly/ina
beguiling/bewitchingmanner
andsidestepcomplaintsdaintily,
andavoid/evade/dodgecustomers’grievances/accusations
smoothly/adroitly/skillfully

gullible consumers will continue to mire credulous /overly trusting/naïve consumers will remain
themselves
enmeshed/embroiledin/tangledup


31

inaruinouscycleofpurchasesandloans

1Ͳ2points 1
9Ͳ11points 5

3Ͳ4points
2
12Ͳ14points 6

in a disastrous/catastrophic cycle of consumption and
borrowing/debt


5Ͳ6points
3
15Ͳ 17points 7

7Ͳ8points
18+points

4
8



4.Accordingtotheauthorinparagraph4,howhastheroleofstatisticschanged?Useyourownwords
asfaraspossible.(2m)
Lift
Intheirhands,statisticsisnolongeratoolfor
honestanalysisorsocialprogressbutamere
numbersgameto“prove”theirassertions.
(lines43–45)


Paraphrase
i)itusedtobe/Insteadofbeinganinstrumentfor
the proper and truthful investigation / survey of
society,

ii)statisticsarenowmanipulated/wieldedbythe
authorities/thosewithinfluence/capability

iii) to create / give suspicious / unreliable /
disputablesupportfortheirquestionableclaims/
references.

Note:1–2points=1m;all3points=2m
p
;
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5. “The disillusioned even declare their hairdressers and the manͲinͲtheͲstreet to be twice as
trustworthyasanygovernmentofficialorbusinessleader.”(lines36–38)
Explaintheironyintheabovestatement.Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Ans:Mostpeoplewouldbeexpectedtoputtheirtrustingovernmentandsocietalleadersastheyare
deemedtobemoreeducated/betterequippedtodealwithglobalanddomesticissuesthanthelayman.
However,inthiscase,somepeopleactuallybelievewhatthelayman(i.e.someonewhoisclearlywithout
relevantknowledgeonglobalanddomesticissues)saystobetrue.Thisspeaksvolumesabouttheirutter
lackoffaithinthesegovernmentalandsocietalleaders.

6. Why does the author liken the online hunt for truth to “the proverbial search for a needle in a
haystack”(lines57–58)?Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Lifted
Theonlinehuntfortruthissimilartothe
proverbialsearchforaneedleinahaystack.
(lines57–58)

Inference
Explainthemetaphor
Tosearchforaneedleinahaystackreferstothe
arduous and almost impossible task of locating
something miniscule among a huge quantity of
items.(1m)
AND
Explainthewriter’sintention(musthavecontext)
Thewritercomparestheonlinesearchfortruthto
the search for a needle in the haystackto
illustrate/show/emphasize/highlightthe near
impossibility/futility of the task due to the
glut/vast amounts of information in cyberspace
(1m).


7.Accordingtotheauthor,whatistheroleof“conscientiousjournalistswhomakeuptheFourthEstate”
(lines59–60)?Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Lifted
Thereisasilverliningamidstthedarkclouds:
conscientiousjournalistswhomakeuptheFourth
Estateandcontinuethecrusade.Theyareour
ch
hing
in
n fa
fallssehoo
eh od, the
eh
bulwarkagainstencroachingfalsehood,the
acccuracyy an
ac
and
d
bastionoftruthforwh accuracyand
e ma
mant
ntra
nt
ras to
ra
ob
bee chan
ch
han
ante
t d..
objectivityarenotmeremantrastobechanted.
(lines59–62)

Paraphrase
i)Theyareourdefence/cover/protection/shield
/ safeguard against lies / deceit sneaking /
impinging/intruding/invadingus

ii)The
heey ar
are
re th
he st
stro
ro
ong
ngho
hold
ho
ii)Theyarethestronghold/mainstay/supportof
t utth
tr
truth

They practise
praacti
pr
tise
se and
a d not
an
not just preach veracity /
 They
exactitude
exactitude and
and neutrality
neutrality / neutralism / nonͲ
partisanshipininformationmanagement

Note:1–2points=1m;all3points=2m
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8. The author repeats the word “every” three times in lines 62 – 63. What is the purpose of the
repetition?(1m)
Lifted
Everynewsideaisgroundedinextensive
research,everyleadverifiedthroughrigorous
interviewsandeverymorselofinformation
scrupulouslycorroboratedtodistilpartialityfrom
facts.(lines62–64)

Inference
Therepetitionoftheword‘every’isforemphasis;
itistohighlighthowtheauthorbelievesandholds
thePressandthereportersinhighregardfortheir
exacting standards in news reporting, and
inadvertentlyshowing ushisunquestioningtrust
inthePress.


9.IdentifyandexplainonemetaphorusedinParagraph7.Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Lifted
Truthisimportantinandofitself:itisgoldthat
hasbeenpainstakinglypannedfromthe
sedimentsoftimeandexperienceby
generations.(lines70–71)

Today,wesorelyneedthescrupuloustoshinea
beaconthroughtheapocalypticfogof
manipulation,liesanddeceit,andlightourway
tothisforgottentrove(lines73–75)

“Truthisthepropertyofnoindividualbutisthe
d viidual butt is th
di
thee
f no indi
treasureofallmen.”

Inference
Truthiscomparedtogold.(1m)

Similar to gold panning which is a
laborious/tedious process taken to extract gold
from alluvial deposit by gently agitating the
depositinwaterandallowingthegoldtosinkto
the bottom of the pan for later collection, the
distillation/panningoftruthisanequallytedious
/arduousprocess.Hence,truthisasvaluableas
gold as it is also extracted/distilled with great
effort.(1m)
Truthiscomparedtoabeacon.(1m)

Similar to how a beacon illuminates the
darkness/ignorance, truth makes it possible for
peopletohaveknowledgeofclearfactsthrough
thewebofcataclysmicexploitativemanoeuvring
falsehood / deception / falsification /
misrepresentation.(1m)
OR
The environment of falsehood/lies/deceit is
comparedtothefog.(1m)

Just
Just
t as
as ho
h
how
w a
a fo
fog obscures vision,
falsehood/lies/deceit
fals
sehoo
oo
od/
d lilies
eess//d
deceiit would
wo
act as a veil to
preventusfromseeingthetruth.(1m)
prev
pr
event us
ev
us frrom
o seeei
e ng
ng th
t e

Truthiscomparedtotreasure.(1m)
Trut
Tr
th is co
com
mpar
arred
e to treas

Similartohowtreasureisvaluableorisseenas
valuedproperty,honestyortruthshouldbean
equallycherishedvirtueinthisworld.(1m)
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10.Explainwhattheauthormeansby“falsehoodflies,andtruthcomeslimpingafterit.”(line77)Use
yourownwordsasfaraspossible.(2m)
Lifted
Falsehoodflies,andtruthcomeslimpingafterit.

Inferred
Lies/fakenewsspreadsatgreatspeed(1m)while
factsaredisseminatedatamuchslowerspeed
andfailtocatchon.(1m)
OR
Lies/fakenewsisoftenmoreinterestingthanthe
truth(1m)andpeoplewouldbemoreattractedto
lies/fake news than facts/objective information.
(1m)
OR
Falsehoodbecomesviral(1m)andtruthisdealta
heavyblow/crippledbymistruths.(1m)
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ApplicationQuestion
11.HansAffleckshareshisworriesaboutthepervasivenessofliesintheworldtoday.Howfarwould
youagreewithhisobservations?
Refertospecificmaterialfromthepassageaswellasyourownobservationsofyoursocietytoillustrate
andjustifyyourpoints.(10m)
QuestionRequirements
R1:Howfarwouldyouagreewithhisobservations?
x
x
x

x

Candidatesneedtoidentifythemainargumentsandconcernsinthearticle,evaluatethem,and
decidetheextenttowhichtheyareagreeablewith.
Aspromptedbythephrasingofthequestion,candidatesshouldnotcompletelyagreeordisagree
withthewriter’spoints.Thecandidate’spositionmustbepresentedinaclearandqualifiedthesis
intheintroduction,whileassessingthewriter’sviewsholistically.
Inthecontentparagraphs,candidateshavetorefertospecificmaterialfromthepassage.The
candidatecanconsidersomeoftheseappropriateareasforevaluation:
a) the writer’s thesis, especially the understanding of the term pervasiveness as an
unwelcomeinfluenceorphysicaleffectthatiswidespreadthroughoutanareaoragroup
ofpeople;
b) specificideasassociatedtothethesis;
c) credibilityofthesubstantiationusedtosupportthewriter’sclaims.
The candidates should explain the reasons for agreeing/disagreeing with the specific point.
Students are encouraged to logically consider the following: the assumptions made by Hans
Affleck,theadequacyoftheevidenceheprovided,theconclusionsdrawnfromhisclaimsandso
forth.


R2: Refer to specific material from the passage as well as your own observations of your society to
illustrateandjustifyyourpoints.
x
x

x

Ifthecandidatebelievesthatthewriter’sperspectivereflectswhatishappeninginhis/hersociety,
properjustificationhastobeprovidedandsupplementedbyrelevantexamples.
Ifthecandidatebelievesthatthewriter’spointisnotreflectiveofhis/hersociety,reasonshave
tobeproducedtodefendthisopinion.Candidatesshouldalsobemindfulthateveniftheyare
unabletoperceivethetrendofpervasivelyingthroughtheirpersonalexperiences,thatdoesnot
precludetheideathatSingaporeans,ingeneral,welcomeacultureoflyingasaquickmeansof
a that Singaporeans, in general, welcome a culture of l
success.ThisdoesnotmeanthatSingaporeisahavenforliarseither,butcandidateshavetomake
not me
mean
n that
at Si
Singap
apor
ap
oree iss a haaven for liar
or
ars ei
ar
ars
eith
ther
th
e , bu t
er
s no
baaseed on what
at th
hey
ey ob
bse
serv
rvee in socci
rv
ciet
ety. Stud
SSttud
u en
e tss ha
have
areasonedcasebasedonwhattheyobserveinsociety.Studentshavetobeawareofchecking
s”.
their“blindspots”.
ociety
ieety
t , he/she
he wr
writter
er’s
’s ar
argu
gume
gu
ment
me
nts
nt
ts to
o th
he can
andi
d datee’ss soc
Whileapplyingthewriter’sargumentstothecandidate’ssociety,he/shecouldconsider:
ervvas
asiv
ivven
enes
esss of
o
f ly
lyi
ing ob
obse
seervvab
able
lee in
your
soci
ciety or
ci
of
lying
observable
in yo
your so
society
or tthe incidences are more
i)
Is the pervasiveness
i
t ?
sporadicinnature?
ii)
WhatarethesimilaritiesanddifferencesidentifiedinAffleck’sversionofsocietyandthe
candidate’sobservations?
iii)
CouldAffleck’sviewsbeonlypartlyreflectiveofthecandidate’ssociety?



Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Textreferences

Paragraph1
Honesty is the best
policy, or so claims the
universal adage that
every schoolͲgoing child
hasbeentaughttochant
anduphold.
Instead,
lying
has
become the new norm
becauseitgetspeopleto
places, and brings
societies the quick
successestheycrave.
…aworldwherestrands
of truth and deceit are
ridiculously spun to
cloak
inadequacies,
camouflage intentions
andshieldtheirweavers
from
responsibilities
andrepercussions!
Paragraph2
There is no better
evidence
of
this
phenomenon than what
is happening in the
political realm: not only
are most politicians
wellͲversedintheartof
weaving truths, politics
has mutated into a
showdown of wit and
rhetoric.


Paragraph3
Branding is now the
heart of any business,
and skilful marketing
built upon evocative
narratives and glowing
reviews is the invisible
hand
that
sends
products flying from

EvaluationandExplanation
I would agree with Affleck’s
observations on the pervasiveness of
liesintheworldtodaytoalargeextent
as they are reflective of the situation
andexperiencesinmysociety

Evaluation andExplanation
I would disagree with Affleck’s
observationsonthepervasivenessoflies
in the world today as they are largely
unfounded / not reflective of the
situationandexperiencesinmysociety

ThereisacreepingtrendofhighͲprofile
leadersusingdeceitandmisinformation
to attain quick success. A sizeable
premium is placed on expediency (as
enabled by lies), rather than working
honestlyandpatientlytoraisefundsand
buildtrust.Forinstance,religiousleaders
areentrustedbytheirdevoteestoserve
theorganizationinthebestinterestsfor
all. Yet, deceit is indeed employed for
material gain and to fulfill vested
interestsattimes.



Deceit may play an increasingly
importantroletobuildupone’scareerin
a very competitive environment, but
SingaporehasazeroͲtolerancepolicyfor
this form of unethical manipulation.
Three top scientists in Singapore were
foundtohavecommittedresearchfraud
in2011and2012(Lin,2016).Whileitwas
undetected,theirresearchwashailedas
a breakthrough in the fight against
diseases such as obesity and diabetes.
Eventually, their posts were terminated
bythelocaluniversitiesandonePhDwas
revoked. The heavy punishment reflects
the honest research culture that the
government is at pains to nurture in
Singaporetokeepattractingthebestand
thebrightestinresearchtalent.


It is increasingly observable in the
political realm that more leaders have Ingeneral,politicsisnotseenasamere
masteredtheartofpersuasiontosome exercise in rhetoric. Singapore’s rapid
extent.Theyarewillingtotellthepeople transformation from a thirdͲworld to a
what they want to hear to secure their firstͲworld country was buttressed by a
votes. Edelman found that a high government that worked tirelessly to
percentage (48 percent) will support bring substantive benefit to its people.
politicians they trust to make things LeeKuanYewbequeathedanadmirable
better for the respondent and the legacy of an ethical and incorruptible
respondent's family, even if these leadership within the PAP (Mahbubani,
politicians exaggerate (Goh, 2017). 2016).MrLeefirmlybelievedin"apublic
Hence,thegeneralpubliccanbepartial
Hence, the general public can be partial opinion which censures and condemns
corrupt perso
persons" and urged his
towards
to
owa
wards
rd
ds arguments
argu
umeentss favouring
faavo
vour
uring tthem,
hem, corrupt
government
to live up to his high
gove
go
vern
ve
rn
n
me
ment
e
nt
to
evenifthetruthis“weaved”toadegree.
even
ev
en if
i thee trut
uth
ut
h is “w
weaave
ved”
d”” to a de
d
degrree
ee.
e.
standards.
st
s
t
a
an
n
dard
da
d
s.
s.


Mode
Mo
de
ern br
b an
a di
ding
ngg is hiigh
g lyy su
succ
cces
cc
essful in
es
n
Modernbrandingishighlysuccessfulin
tempting consumers
consumers to
to open
open up
up their
their
tempting
wallets and make purchases of items
and services that they may not
necessarily be able to afford. More
peoplearefoundtobehavingdifficulties
inpayingofftheirdebts(Chong,2015).In
2015,85,352peoplehadmissedtwoor

Truthfulness
Trut
u hf
hful
u ness in
ul
i branding remains a
highlyͲvalued
in Singapore. The
highlyͲvalued asset
a
Singapore Prestige Brand Award (SPBA),
jointly organized by the Association of
Small and Medium Enterprises and the
LianheZaobao,isanacknowledgementof
localbusinesses’honesteffortstodeliver
qualityproductsandservices.TheSPBA’s
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manufacturing plants
intoconsumers’homes.
Aslongastheypackage
their narratives prettily
andsidestepcomplaints
daintily,
gullible
consumers will continue
to mire themselves in a
ruinous
cycle
of
purchasesandloans.


Paragraph4
The perpetuation of lies
ismadepossible bytwo
threats to modern
society:adistrustofthe
very
leaders
and
institutions who have
been entrusted with its
careandaseachangein
the way information is
disseminated to the
public.

In their hands, statistics
is no longer a tool for
honestanalysisorsocial
progress but a mere
numbers game to
“prove”theirassertions.

Paragraph5
Society would not beso
easily enmeshed in the
web of deceit if not for
accomplicessuchasthe
Internet
and
the
servicesitspawns.

Even though Facebook
andotherformsofsocial
media profess to filter
news according to user
sensibilities, they are
poor moderators of

moremonthsofpaymentontheircredit
facilitiesinJune.Thiswasarisein10per
centonthesameperiodin2014.These
debts were accumulated from the
facilities of credit cards, overdrafts and
personal loans. "As Singaporeans get
more affluent, they have few qualms
overborrowingmoneytospend,andthe
interestͲfreeinstalmentplansonhigherͲ
valuepurchases(usingcreditcards)give
themthefeelingthatit'snotborrowing,"
saidMrChristopherTan,chiefexecutive
of feeͲbased financial advisory firm
Providend.

evaluation process let nominated
companies learn from industry
practitionersandexperts,perpetuatinga
virtuous culture. “Heritage brands” are
honoured for building trust across
generations. “Evocative narratives” are
insufficientinbuildingcustomerloyaltyif
faith in its quality is not cultivated. In
Singapore, business truthfulness and
integrityistakenseriously.



Amonginformedmembersofthepublic,
Singaporeisthefifthmosttrustednation
asmeasuredbythe2017EdelmanTrust
BarometerIndex(Goh,2017).Yet,there
wasanoticeabledeclineinthetrustin
government (69 percent and 5Ͳpoint
drop from theprevious year) and local
media(54percentand6Ͳpointdrop).It
was observed that the local public was
perceptibly feeling that their concerns
werenotmetandconsequently,thereis
a lack of faith in the government and
media’s credibility. Caught in the global
wave, Singapore is not immune to the
impactofpopulism.Thetopthreeissues
concerning Singapore respondents are
immigration, globalization and pace of
innovation.Theseareunderpinnedbya
protectionistornationalistmindset,asa
significantproportionbelievesthatthere
isaneedtoprioritizetheinterestsofthe
countryovertherestoftheworld.

A culture of honesty remains the most
credible defence against populist
tendencies. Over time, the government
canbuilduptrusttotakeonunpopular,
yet essential initiatives to meet new
challenges. Deputy Prime Minister Mr.
Tharman Shanmugaratnam noted that
the2016populistupsetsweredrivenby
an antiͲglobalization wave, which
subsequently dampened the enthusiasm
for global cooperation (Yong, 2017). Mr
Tharmanofferedacorrectionandargued
that we should not unduly attribute the
fault to globalization, but focus on
accurate and effective domestic policy
responses.


Accessing the Internet has become a
daily ritual to the vast majority of
Singaporeans. This
This leaves
leaves us
us prone
prone to
to
Singaporeans.
the
incursion
of
misinformation
and
the
e in
ncurs
rssion
n of
o
f mi
isi
sinf
inf
nfo
orma
m tion
on and
maliciousfakenewplantedtoleadthe
ma
alilici
ciouss fake
ci
ke ne
n w pl
plan
a te
an
ted
d to le
ead th
the
the
gullible
user
astray.
has
gullib
gu
ble us
ser as
strray
ay. Si
SSingapore
ing
nggap
por
ore
e ha
as
witnessedadisturbinglyrisingtrend
in
w
wi
ittnes
tnesse
sed
d a di
dist
stur
st
urbiing
urbi
ngly
lyy risi
ris ng trren
ri
e d in
this
form
of “w
“warfare”.
The
Minister
of
th
his fo
form
rm
m of
o
war
a fare
e”.
” Th
The
e Mi
Mini
n ster of
o
Home Affairs,
Affairs, Mr.
Mr. K.
K. Shanmugam,
Shanmugam,
Home
accused the socioͲpolitical website, The
Online Citizen, of publishing a series of
inflammatory reports in 2016 that
alleged police misconduct while
investigatingaminor,BenjaminLim(Ng

ThereishopethatSingaporeisorwillbe
less vulnerable to the attacks by fake
news. The
news.
The Media
Med Literacy Council works
with
with schools
wi
with
scho
sc
scho
hoolls to
t train critical thinkers,
drive
drriv
d
ivee positive
po
osi
s tive
tii and
a responsible behavior
on
on new
on
neew media
medi
me
d a platforms and spearhead
projectstoinfluencetheirpeersandthe
proj
pr
ojec
oj
ects
ec
tss to influ
community.
co
omm
m u
un
nity. The
Th Council advises the
government
government on
on recent trends and make
appropriate policy recommendations. It
developspublicawarenessprogrammes
tosensitisethepublictowardsthethreat
offakenews.
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what is genuine or &Foo,2016).Therewasanassumption
malicious.
made by the news website that the
police lied about their behaviour, they
intimidated the student and pressured
himtoconfesstoacrimethathedidnot
commit. These actions were direct
actionsthatledtoBenjamin'ssuicide.If
thefalsifiedreportswentunchallenged,
theywouldhavesulliedthereputationof
ourlocallawenforcementagencies.
Paragraph6
There is a silver lining There is discernible support in research
amidst the dark clouds: conducted by independent research
companiesandthegovernmenttoassess
conscientious
journalistswhomakeup thetrustworthinessofthePressinterms
thefourthestate.
ofpublicconsciousness.
They are our bulwark Overthepastsixyears,ithasbeenfound
against
encroaching that for the general population in
falsehood, the bastion Singapore,searchenginesandtraditional
of truth for whom mediaremainthechannels ofchoiceto
accuracy and objectivity find information (Goh, 2017). Readers
arenotmeremantrasto have reacted positively to traditional
bechanted.
medialikeTheStraitsTimesandtheNew

Paper in terms of their editorial

leadership, editorial style and format.
Thishasbeencontrastedtoadeclinein
trustforonlineorsocialmedia.

Paragraph7
Truth is important in The pervasiveness of lying is a
and of itself: it is gold demonstrablemenaceinSingaporeand
that
has
been thereisanurgencyinthefighttoensure
painstakingly panned truthfulness in public discourse. New
from the sediments of lawstoregulateSingapore’sonlinespace
time and experience by and tackle the spread of fake news are
generations.
expectedtobeintroducedin2018.The
Its extrinsic value is government’sgoalis“toachieveworking
clearly integral in with technological platforms to deͲ
modern
human legitimise fake news, to help people
societies,beitinjustice, identify what is fake news.” The
trade,
ethics
or government
government
identifies
that
identifies
that
government.
misinformationismoreseriousnowthan
m
mi
isiinf
nfo
ormaation
n iss mo
oree seeriou
ous no
ow than

before,
and is
is
an “eas
“easy
effective”
befo
be
f re
fo
re, and
s an
assy an
aand
d eff
fectiv
ivvee””
waytoadvancealternativeandpossibly
w
wa
ay to
o ad
a vaanc
n e allte
tern
rnat
rn
ativ
at
iivve an
nd po
possib
blyy
maliciousagendas.
m
ma
alililici
ciou
ci
ouss ag
ou
agen
agen
enda
nda
das.
s.

There are serious constraints that the
local online and offline media outlets
faceinSingaporetocreditablyserveasa
“bulwark” or a “bastion”. It may be an
idealbutitisnotonethatworkswellin
Singapore. For example, we have the
NewspaperandPrintingPressesAct,the
DefamationAct,theInternalSecurityAct
(ISA)andtheSeditionActarelegaltools
tocurbthepublication ofmaterials that
thegovernmentdeemsobjection.
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Paragraph8
Factual integrity is the
mostvaluablelegacywe
can leave to our future
generations in today’s
world where falsehood
flies, and truth comes
limpingafterit.

The Singapore government runs the
Factually webpage to clarify falsehoods
that have attracted enough public
interest (Lee, 2017). In early 2017, the
website put out two articles to clarify
whyagoodsandservicestaxisappliedto
the water conservation tax, while the
other explained why the HousingBoard
had restricted lift company Sigma from
tenderingfornewprojectsin2015.The
government makes strenuous efforts to
ensure that honest communication of
the rationale and implementation of its
policiestakesplace.
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.
1

Consider the view that travel is of little value to the tourist.

2

Assess the view that popularity is power.

3

Can restrictions on the mass media be justified when they are so difficult to enforce?

4

'In a borderless world, it does not matter where you come from.' To what extent do you agree?

5

'Increased digital connectivity has improved lives.' Comment.

6

Should perseverance always be encouraged?

7

To what extent is environmental protection the responsibility of the individual?

8

'It is important for people today to be aware of scientific developments.' How far do you agree?

9

'Appealing but of little value.' Is this a fair description of the arts in your society?

10 How far does your society embrace diversity?
11 'Happiness is an expensive pursuit today.' How far do you agree?
12 In your society, how well are the demands of an ageing population met?
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CONFORMITY
Passage 1. Susan Smalley sets out the merits of conformity and cautions about the rise of individualism
today.
1

2

3

4

5

“Be different! Be bold!” The rousing call to individualism is trumpeted everywhere today, from
advertisements in the media to lessons in schools and even in dating advice. However, our
current obsession with standing out from the crowd needs to be reined in. Conformity has
gained a bad reputation and unfairly so. In the days of the Caveman, conformity may have
been of survival value when interacting with other tribes of cavemen: by acting as the group
did, the individual may be seen in a better light and therefore be accepted by the group,
bringing benefits such as protection, food, and companionship. It is seen even in today's world
that we generally get along better with people similar to ourselves. Embracing sameness can
give the illusion that we are more like others as we do as they do and reap the benefits.
Conformity has most likely shaped the group norms which are the basis of laws we abide by
today to keep us safe. Socio-political theorists in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
like Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau referred to this concept of group norms as the “social
contract”, the voluntary, and sometimes implicit, agreement among individuals to behave in
certain ways that would bring about the regulation of behaviour and the assurance of mutual
protection for members of a society. When the cavemen congregated in their groups, they
would have had group norms similar to some of the laws we have today such as not to murder
or even to pilfer.
Even if it is not as rigid as following the law, conformity such as adhering to socially acceptable
etiquette and norms can help maintain order in today’s society and, in unfamiliar surroundings
or activities, can even save our blushes. For instance, someone taking part in an activity such
as dancing and who has no idea what kind of dancing to do, would most likely mimic the
people around and dance like them to avoid embarrassment. Everyone has done it in some
way or another throughout their life but choosing to follow the crowd really is handy in the right
situations.
People are conformist – and that is a good thing for cultural evolution. By being conformist,
we copy the things that are popular in the world and those things are often beneficial to us.
For example, most people do not understand how germs can cause disease – but they know
they should wash their hands after using the bathroom. Our whole world is made up of things
that we do that are good for us, but we do not know why nor do we need to know why. We
just need to know that most people do those things. In addition, the more diversity there is in
behaviour, the more likely people are to copy the majority as the increasing number of
available options creates more uncertainty – and in such circumstances, a majority sends an
even stronger signal as to the right thing to do.
Of course, mindlessly following the herd is not something to be encouraged but resisting
conformity by being different for the sake of being different can have disastrous
consequences, which is why the rise of individualism today is a worrying trend. The idea of
individualism should be seen along a continuum of sorts – and perhaps we have moved a
little too far to the extreme. It is this extreme that may inflate our narcissism as a society. Our
individualism has run amok. We praise our children for being unique and create a sense of
expectation that they can rise above the masses and “be noticed” because of their
uniqueness. But they have all the same fears, sorrows, joys, and pains as everyone else and
the chance of rising above the masses is miniscule in probability – we dangle a carrot that
they can rarely reach. The “you are special” message does not match their reality and striving
sets in. We want to meet the challenge, to rise above the others in our uniqueness or
individuality regardless of the means of getting there: attention from the masses validates our
arrival. This is also true at the work place, where employees wanting to stand out and be
noticed may do so at the expense of organisation culture and norms, thus running the risk of
destabilising the work environment and practices.
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This desire to fight conformity to impress others backfires when we are not true to ourselves,
which would end up hurting personal relationships and being insultingly labelled as “trying too
hard”, “fake”, or “weird but not in a good way”. What is so wrong with good old plain vanilla
ice cream which works that we have to doctor it with sprinkles, clashing colours, bizarre
toppings, and serve it up in a ridiculous vessel like a test tube? When we try too hard to be
different at the expense of our core beliefs and values, we lose sight of ourselves and the
bigger picture.
The irony is blinding when everyone wants to stand out. We need more messages that focus
on the importance of our ordinary nature, the embracing of our strengths and weaknesses,
and of our humanity itself. If we attend more toward the group and our communities than our
particular roles in them, maybe we – as a society – may be able to live with greater equanimity
and shared humanity.
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Passage 2. Kristen Houghton takes a different view of conformity.
1

2

3

We all know that the very best in the world do things very differently. Why else would articles
be written on the habits, routines, and methods of people like Elon Musk, Bill Gates, and Steve
Jobs? We study them extensively in the hope that the little adaptions we make will improve our
lives and edge us closer to distinction. Doing things differently is what made these people the
best in their field – it stands to reason that it would benefit us mere mortals as well.
We do not need to be brought up by parents who are hell-bent on raising a child prodigy to be
the best. We just need to realise that the best in the field are outliers not just in their
accomplishments, but also in their habits and routines. They are willing to be different even if
it earned them rebuke or censure. We instinctively think we are above average and we certainly
do not want to be average. Yet ironically, we want to be normal; we want to have the same
interests as most people do. We do not want to be different for fear of sticking out like a sore
thumb. Having the same interests, routines, and habits as everyone else ensures that we stay
in the majority and are hence part of the “in-group”. But by design, we are setting ourselves up
to be average.
So what is the problem with average? While there is nothing wrong about having a statistically
average performance, the problem arises when we choose to be average – to be just like
everyone else – because it means choosing to be mediocre. Being like everyone else is a
guarantee that an individual will never fully develop his innate talents and strengths and by
extension, will never be the best version of himself. That all but guarantees mediocrity. Indeed,
conformity is the reason why many potential geniuses’ creativity never finds an outlet, why
many “misfits”, in a constant effort to conform, end up depressed instead of proud of their
uniqueness, and, most importantly, why so many social and political catastrophes with huge
human costs happen over and over again.

4

The desire to have the perfect image is another way that we try to conform to what society
says is normal. It is why plastic surgery (which is still major surgery, make no mistake about
that) has become as commonplace today as having your teeth cleaned. Diets galore and
“nutritional” cleanses are available to help us fit the size that society says we should be. What
we do to our bodies borders on torture, starvation, and mutilation simply to fit in. We are blind
to – or refuse to see – the dangers of conforming to one ideal of beauty.

5

Conformity does not only concern our bodies and faces; it also pervades our life choices. Our
society is not tolerant of the person who chooses a lifestyle that is not considered the norm.
In fact, society is forever scrutinising us and unforgiving of differences. Individuality comes in
many different forms, shapes, sizes, and choices. To be intolerant of one person’s differences
is to be intolerant of anything with which we do not agree or readily understand. That is not
only sad but extremely dangerous. The criteria for obesity should not be measured by
someone who weighs 15 pounds more than another person, a sexual preference should not
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
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make a person an easy target for someone else’s rage, and being different should not make
someone strange or suspect. The worst societies thrived on communal conformity because it
was, ultimately, a simple form of mind control. You were made to feel that there was something
wrong with you if you did not think, look like, or act the same as others. Anyone who doubts
the danger this poses should look back on the genocide perpetrated by the Nazis on European
Jews, the Khmer Rouge on Cambodians and the Serbs on Bosnian Muslims and Croats when
conformity turned ordinary people into mass murderers.
6

Conformity, real conformity, has a price. You may not lose something priceless and precious
when you are forced to be like everyone else. You may even be less likely (or so you think)
to embrace evil just because everyone else does. But the plain fact is this: we are not like
everyone else; we are as individual as our fingerprints. Acceptance of being different and of
the differences of others enhances life; intolerance diminishes it. Being different is being
happy with who and what we are and want to be. That is our right and the right of all people.
It is conformity that is sad.
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Read the passages in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks will be
given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you
select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to
express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words and phrases from the passage.
From Passage 1
1

What does the word “rousing” (line 1) tell you about the purpose of the call?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... [1]

2

Why might the author refer to prehistoric man in paragraphs 1 and 2?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

3

In paragraph 4, explain how increasing diversity in behaviour encourages conformity. Use your
own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

4

Explain the author’s use of the phrase “of course” in line 34. Use your own words as far as
possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [2]
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3
5

Using material from paragraphs 5—7 only (lines 34—60), summarise what the author has to say
about the harm individualism brings to the individual and to society, and the benefits of focusing on
the group rather than on individuals.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed
below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Individualism may be harmful because …………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... [8]

From Passage 2
6

Using your own words as far as possible, explain the irony which the author describes in line 10.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [2]
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4
7

In paragraph 3, what distinction is the author making between people with a “statistically average
performance” and those who “choose to be average” (lines 15—16)? Use your own words as far
as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [2]

8

In lines 20—23, the author describes the consequences of conformity for various groups. Identify
two such groups and explain the consequence that conformity brings to each of them. Use your
own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [2]

9

Why has the author placed brackets around the comment in lines 25—26?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [2]

10

In paragraph 5, why does the author see communal conformity as “a simple form of mind control”
(line 39)? Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
….…….……………………………………………………………………………………..……………... [3]
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5
From both passages
11

Susan Smalley thinks conformity is beneficial for individuals and society whereas Kristen Houghton
thinks otherwise.
With which of the two authors are you more in agreement, relating your arguments to your own
society?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………
…………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………
……………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………
………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………
……………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………
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6
……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. [10]
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1.Whatdoestheword“rousing”(line1)tellyouaboutthepurposeofthecall?[1]
Fromthepassage
“Bedifferent!Bebold!”Therousingcallto
individualismistrumpetedeverywhere
today,fromadvertisementsinthemediato
lessonsinschoolsandevenindating
advice.However,ourcurrentobsession
withstandingoutfromthecrowdneedsto
bereinedin.Conformityhasgainedabad
reputationandunfairlyso.



Suggestedanswer
Thepurposeofthecallistogalvanise/
inspire/spur/firetheenthusiasmofpeopletobe
unique.

2.Whymighttheauthorrefertoprehistoricmaninparagraphs1and2?[1]

In the days of the Caveman, conformity may
have been of survival value when interacting
with other tribes of cavemen: by acting as the
groupdid,theindividualmaybeseeninabetter
light and therefore be accepted by the group,
bringingbenefitssuchasprotection,food,and
companionship.
…When the cavemen congregated in their
groups, they would have had group norms
similartosomeofthelawswehavetodaysuch
asnottomurderoreventopilfer.



Shedoessotoshow/emphasise
a)howdeeplyembedded/entrenched
conformityisinhumanbeings.

OR

b)thatconformityhasbeenessentialtoour
continuedsurvival//hasplayedacrucialrolein
ourcontinuedsurvival.


3.Inparagraph4,explainhowincreasingdiversityinbehaviourencouragesconformity.Useyour
ownwordsasfaraspossible.[2]

themorediversitythereisinbehaviour,the
morelikelypeoplearetocopythemajorityas
theincreasingnumberofavailableoptions
createsmoreuncertainty–andinsuch
nty and in such
rityy seend
nds an ev
even
ven
circumstances,amajoritysendsaneven
he righ
ghtt thin
gh
in
ng to do
do.
strongersignalastotherightthingtodo.




Itencouragesconformitybecause
a)peoplearelesssureaboutthecorrectcourse
ofactiontotake,

b)
and when a la
an
larg
rggeerr pa
part
b)andwhenalargerpartofthe
popu
pulaattiion
pu
on/m
mos
ostt peeop
ople t
population/mostpeoplethiscourse,

(cc) itt indica
c te
ca
tes mo
ore clear
(c)itindicatesmoreclearly//showsmore
evid
dentlyy th
t att it
i is correct
evidentlythatitiscorrect.

1point=1mark
2Ͳ3points=2marks

1
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4. Explaintheauthor’suseofthephrase‘ofcourse’inline34.Useyourownwordsasfaras
possible.[2]
ͲVocabularyInferential
Fromthepassage
Ofcourse,mindlesslyfollowingtheherdis
notsomethingtobeencouragedbut
resistingconformitybybeingdifferentfor
thesakeofbeingdifferentcanhave
disastrousconsequences,whichiswhythe
riseinindividualismtodayisaworrying
trend.

Suggestedanswer
Theauthorusesthephrase
a) toqualify/concedetosomethingthatisobvious
[1]
b) thatconformingwithoutthinkingisnot
somethinggood/tobepromoted/advocated[1]

Q5:Summary
Summary(FromPassage1):
Usingmaterialfromparagraphs5Ͳ7,summarisewhattheauthorhastosayabouttheharm
individualismbringstotheindividualandtosociety,andthebenefitsoffocusingonthegrouprather
thanonindividuals.
Writeyoursummaryinnomorethan120words,notcountingtheopeningwordswhichareprinted
below.Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.
Individualismmaybeharmfulbecause…

1

FromthePassage
Theideaofindividualismshouldbe
seenalongacontinuumofsortsͲand
perhapswehavemovedalittletoo
fartotheextreme…

SuggestedParaphrasing
Todayitisuncontrolled/gonebeyondwhatis
reasonable

OR

2

3
4
5
6

7

Ourindividualismhasrunamok.
…thatmayinflateournarcissismasa
e our narcissism as a
society
Wepraiseourchildrenforbeing
ldrren fo
forr beein
ing
unique…
...andcreateasenseofexpectation
nsse off ex
expe
pect
pe
ctat
ct
atio
io
ion
on
thattheycanriseabovethemasses…
b
h
…and“benoticed”becauseoftheir
uniqueness.
Buttheyhaveallthesamefears,
sorrows,joys,andpainsaseveryone
else…
…andthechanceofrisingabovethe
massesisminisculeinprobability

itmayswellpeople’s/society’sexcessiveselfͲlove.
it may swell people s/society s

Parentslaud/commendtheirchildren’s
Pare
Pa
reent
n s laud
d/com
//ccom
mme
m nd th
t ei
erc
individuality,
in
ndi
divi
vidu
vi
d al
du
a ity,
makingthemthink/assumetheycanoutclass/better
maki
ma
king
ki
n them
ng
m th
think/
k/as
k/
a sume th
as
others.
h
andstandoutforbeingdifferent
Butthechildren’semotionalexperiencesarejust
likeothers’
andthelikelihood/probabilityofbettering/outdoing
othersisminute/slim/impossible
2
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OR

8
9

wedangleacarrotthattheycanrarely
reach.
The“youarespecial”messagedoes
astheyarenotactuallyunique
notmatchtheirreality…
…andstrivingsetsin.
sotheyendupstruggling//tryingtoohard

10 Wewantto[…]riseabovetheothers
inouruniquenessorindividuality
regardlessofthemeansofgetting
there:...
11 …attentionfromthemassesvalidates
ourarrival.

12 Thisisalsotrueattheworkplace,
whereemployeeswantingtostand
outandbenoticedmaydosoatthe
expenseoforganisationcultureand
norms…
13 …,thusrunningtheriskof
destabilisingtheworkenvironment
andpractices.
14 Thisdesiretofightconformityto
impressothersbackfireswhenweare
nottruetoourselves,
15 whichwouldenduphurtingpersonal
relationships…
16 andbeinginsultinglylabelledas
“tryingtoohard”,“fake”,or“weird
butnotinagoodway”.
17 Whenwetrytoohardtobe
different…
18 …attheexpenseofourcorebeliefs
andvalues…
19 …welosesightofourselves…
ou
urs
r el
elves…
s…
…
20 …andthebiggerpicture.
pict
ctture.
ure.
ur
e.

Peoplewanttobespecialnomatterhow//by
whatevermethod//whateverittakes//
OR
Peoplewilldoanythingtobespecial
asitispublicacknowledgement/recognitionthat
confirms/affirmstheirachievement/success.
OR
astheirsenseofachievement/successdepends
on/isreliantonpublic
acknowledgement/recognition
Inworkers,wantingrecognitionmay
jeopardise/endanger/threatencompanyethicsand
standards

possiblyupsettingjobprocessesandprocedures.

Inindividuals,notbeingwhoyoureallyare//putting
onafacade
damagesclose/intimateties/bonds
andtheindividualbeingdemeaningly/derogatorily
describedasartificial/notnatural
Excessiveeffort/struggleatuniqueness
whichcomesatthecostofessential/integralways
o thinki
of
th king
th
kin //princi
cipl
p es
pl
es/s
/ ta
/s
t nd
n a
ofthinking//principles/standards/morals
leadstothelackofselfͲknowledge//forgetwhowe
leeads
ad
d to
o th
the la
lack
ckk off se
self
l Ͳkn
lf
kno
kn
owl
are
aree
ar
and(lackof)anentireperspectiveofasituation
an
nd (lac
(lac
(l
ackk of) an
n en
e tiiree pe
p rspec

21 When we focus on the
th group rather
th
Focusingmoreonthegroup
F
i
th
thanonindividuals,
…Ͳ as a society Ͳ may be able to live mayseeacommunitythatiscalmer/more
withgreaterequanimity…
composed
22 …andsharedhumanity.
andbenevolent/kind/merciful/compassionate
towardsoneanother

3
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points
ш14

Marks
8

12Ͳ13

7

10Ͳ11

6

9

5

7Ͳ8

4

5Ͳ6

3

3Ͳ4

2

1Ͳ2

1

SAMPLESUMMARY
Individualismmaybeharmfulbecauseuncontrolled,(1)itmayswell
people’sexcessiveselfͲlove.(2)Parentslaudtheirchildren’sindividuality,
(3) makingthemthinktheywilloutclassothers(4)andstandout.(5)But
thechildren’semotionalexperiencesarejustlikeothers’(6)andtheyare
unlikelytodoso(7)astheyarenotactuallyunique,(8)sotheyendup
struggling.(9)Inworkers,desiringacknowledgementforuniquenessmay
jeopardisecompanyethicsandstandards,(12)possiblyupsettingjob
processesandprocedures.(13)Inindividuals,notbeingwhoonereallyis
(14) damagescloseties.(15)Excessiveeffortatuniqueness(17)which
sacrificesessentialprinciples(18)leadstothelackofselfͲknowledge(19)
andanentireperspectiveofasituation.(20)Focusingmoreonthegroup
thanonindividualsmayseeacommunitythatiscalmer(21)and
benevolenttowardsoneanother.(22)
(118words)
(Points10,11and16notincluded)

6. Usingyourownwordsasfaraspossible,explaintheironywhichtheauthordescribesinline10.
[2]
ͲIrony
Fromthepassage
Wejustneedtorealisethatthebestinthe
field are outliers not just in their
accomplishments, but also in their habits
androutines.Theyarewillingtobedifferent
even if it earned them rebuke or censure.
Weinstinctivelythinkweareaboveaverage
andwecertainlydonotwanttobeaverage.
Yet ironically, we want to benormal; we
want to have the same interests as most
peopledo.Wedonotwanttobedifferent
for fear of sticking out like a sore thumb.
Having the same interests, routines and
e ensures that we stay
habitsaseveryoneelseensuresthatwestay
t e ‘in
nͲ
heence partt off th
inthemajorityandarehencepartofthe‘inͲ
gn
n, we
we are
we
arre setting
seett
ttin
ng
group’. But by design,
ragge.
ourselvesuptobeaverage.

Suggestedanswer
[ExpectedOutcome]
a) Onewouldexpect/assumethatsincepeople
refusetobemediocre/ordinary/unexceptional,
theywoulddesire/notmindstandingout(1m)
[ActualOutcome]
b) Instead,theywishtobelikeeveryoneelseto
gainacceptancefromtherest.(1m)
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7.Inparagraph3,whatdistinctionistheauthormakingbetweenpeoplewith“statisticallyaverage
performance”andthosewho“choosetobeaverage”(lines15Ͳ16)?Useyourownwordsasfaras
possible.[2]
ͲDirectParaphrase
Fromthepassage
Sowhatistheproblemwithaverage?While
there is nothing wrong about having a
statistically average performance, the
problem arises when we choose to be
average – to be just like everyone else റ–റ
becauseitmeanschoosingtobemediocre.
Beinglikeeveryoneelseisaguaranteethat
an individual will never fully develop his
innate talents and strengths and by
extension,willneverbethebestversionof
himself.Thatallbutguaranteesmediocrity.

Suggestedanswer
Sheismakingadistinctionbetween
a)peoplewhoareordinary/unexceptional/merely
satisfactoryrelativetotherest//noton
purpose/theirownvolition[1]

b)andthosewhooptedtobe
unexceptional/ordinarybyconformingtotherest.
[1]


8.Inlines20Ͳ23,theauthordescribestheconsequencesofconformityforvariousgroups.Identify
twosuchgroupsandexplaintheconsequencethatconformitybringstoeachofthem.Useyour
ownwordsasfaraspossible.[2]
ͲDirectParaphrasing+Inferential
ͲAnytwopointsfortwomarks
Fromthepassage
Indeed,conformityisthereasonwhymany
potentialgeniuses’creativityneverfindsan
outlet,


whymany“misfits”,inaconstanteffortto
conform, end updepressed instead of
proudoftheiruniqueness,


Suggestedanswer
a)1.Thefirstgroupofpeoplearethoseunrealised
prodigies.

2.Conformitystifles/repressestheexpressionof
theirinnovation/inventiveness/individuality
b)1.Thesecondgrouparethosethatseeminglydo
notbelong//aremaladjusted.
2.Thecontinuous/persistentattempttoconform
(becauseofthislabel)makesthem
dejected/despondent/losehope/losemotivation.
and,mostimportantly,whysomanysocial c)1.Thethirdgrouparecountries/societies.
andpoliticalcatastropheswithhugehuman
hes with huge human
n 2.Conformingtoaprevailingpoliticalorsocial
2. Conforming to a prev
evai
ev
a lin
costshappenoverandoveragain.
(inferred)trend//unscrupulousleadersblindly/even
ovver
er again.
(iinf
(inf
nfe
ferreed) tr
t en
e d///u
/uns
n cr
c up
pullous
whenitiswrongleadsto(canbedirectly
wheen itt is wr
wh
wron
ong le
lead
ads to
o (can
paraphrasedfrompassage)repeated
para
aph
phrased from
om
m pa
ass
ssag
a e)
ag
e re
d
di
saast
s eerrs/trag
agged
dies wi
w th
t devas
disasters/tragedieswithdevastatingimpactonthe
country/society.
c untry/societty.
co
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9. Whyhastheauthorplacedbracketsaroundthecommentinlines25Ͳ26?[2]
ͲPunctuation
Fromthepassage
The desire to have the perfect image is
anotherwaythatwetrytoconformtowhat
society says is normal. It is why plastic
surgery (which is still major surgery, make
no mistake about that) has become as
commonplace today as having your teeth
cleaned.

Suggestedanswer
a) Thisisanadditionalcommenttowarn/remindus
that(F)
b) plasticsurgeryisnotthetrivial/routine
procedurethatpeoplethinkitis/takeittobe(C)
OR
peoplearewrongwhentheytreatplasticsurgeryas
atrivial/routineprocedure
c) Itisacomplex/risky/dangerous/seriousmedical
procedure
1Ͳ2p=1m
3p=2m

10. Inparagraph5,whydoestheauthorseecommunalconformityas“asimpleformofmind
control”(line39)?Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.[3]
ͲDirectParaphrase
Fromthepassage
The worst societies thrived on communal
conformity because it was, ultimately, a
simpleformofmindcontrol.Youweremade
tofeelthattherewassomethingwrongwith
youifyoudidnotthink,looklike,oractthe
sameasothers.

Suggestedanswer
Sheseescommunalconformityasasimpleformof
mindcontrolbecause
a) peoplewerebrainwashed/persuadedinto
thinking[1]
b) thattheywereabnormal/flawed//thatthe
[ ]
mistakelieswiththem[1]

c if
c)
f th
thei
eii ou
eir
utl
tloo
ookkk//peers
rspe
p cttive
pe
iftheiroutlook/perspectives,appearanceand
beha
be
haavi
v ou
ur weere
r no
nott liikee/ident
behaviourwerenotlike/identicalwiththerestof
so
oci
c et
etyy. [1]
society.[1]
11. AQ
SusanSmalleythinksconformityisbeneficialforindividualsandsocietywhereasKristenHoughton
thinksotherwise.
Withwhichofthetwoauthorsareyoumoreinagreement,relatingyourargumentstoyourown
society?[10]
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. Should more emphasis be given to the arts in your society?
2. ‘Traditional values should never be sacrificed in the name of progress.’ To what
extent do you agree?
3. ‘Environmental sustainability is a desirable but futile pursuit.’ Discuss.
4. Consider the view that foreign intervention in a country’s affairs does more harm than
good.
5. ‘We can no longer trust the media.’ Is this a fair comment?
6. Can the restriction of personal freedom ever be justified?
7. ‘Modern life has made living longer a burden.’ How far do you agree?

8. In your society, how effective have government efforts been in promoting a healthy
lifestyle?

9. Is diversity necessarily a good thing?

10. Assess the view that scientific research should not be constrained by ethical
concerns.

11. ‘Diligence is the key to success.’ What is your view?

12. To what extent have technological developments enhanced learning in today’s
world?
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2017 J2 Preliminary Examination P1 Marking Guide
Standard Assessment Benchmarks
x

Students who do not engage with the question cannot be allowed to pass overall (i.e.
highest 22 marks to be awarded in total).

Specific Question Requirements
1. Should more emphasis be given to the arts in your society?
In attempting this question, students should examine and evaluate the amount of emphasis
given to the arts in Singapore (or their country of origin) at present. In further engaging with
the key word ‘more’, students should also attempt to address the implied assumption in the
question that not enough emphasis was (in the past)/is currently being given to the arts in their
society. There ought to be an attempt at considering the value of the arts and the benefits it
brings to different stakeholders, weighing it against other priorities and challenges that are of
concern to a student’s society based on its specific contextual characteristics. Students should
be able to provide range of examples from a variety of artistic genres
(drama/theatre/television/film, paintings, literature, music, and dance) within their society to
substantiate their arguments.
Weaker scripts may hijack the question and instead suggest other areas that should be given
more emphasis in their society, ignoring the question’s focus on the arts. Such scripts may
also lose their objectivity, relying on sweeping generalisations that degenerate into a rant or
complaint about the state of the arts in their society and how it is being marginalised. Weak
scripts will likely provide laundry lists of the various policies and actions taken to promote the
arts without a consistent evaluation of whether such efforts constitute sufficient emphasis, or
necessitate more focus and attention. Such scripts will also lack concrete illustration.

2. ‘Traditional values should never be sacrificed in the name of progress.’ To what
extent do you agree?
Students need to show an understanding of what ‘traditional values’ entail. These could
include beliefs, principles or standards of behaviour, moral codes and cultural norms which
are passed down from one generation to another. Students must discuss the significance of
traditional values and evaluate the importance of their role in underpinning social stability,
before explaining how various aspects of progress and modernity such as economic
modernization/globalisation, and the spread of ‘progressive’, liberal ideas and norms are at
odds with some traditional
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modern age. There should also be some attempt at providing a balanced perspective of the
issue by students, by recognizing the importance of traditional values but also acknowledging
that in certain instances, some values or the extent to which they are practiced/adhered to
might have to be compromised for progress to be made. They could also utilize relevant
seminal theories to justify their arguments.
Weaker scripts are likely to merely discuss why traditional values should or should not be
sacrificed without linking these back to the term ‘progress’. Such scripts may also ignore the
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loaded word ‘never’ and hence fail to point out the flaws and impracticalities of such an
unyielding viewpoint. In terms of illustration and substantiation, weaker scripts are likely to
provide vague generalisations and stereotypes of tradition rather than relevant, specific
examples.

3. ‘Environmental sustainability is a desirable but futile pursuit.’ Discuss.
Students should demonstrate a clear understanding of what environmental sustainability
entails, and examine the question assumption that efforts to strike a balance between
Mankind’s use of the environment and our needs & wants are all in vain (‘futile’). They should
evaluate characteristics of the world today in relation to environmental resource usage
management (economic activities, consumer and political attitudes, awareness, current state
of environment, effectiveness of measures today) to assess if such a goal possible/impossible
to achieve. Both clauses of the question ‘desirable and ‘futile’ should be addressed, and
students should at least attempt to establish why efforts to ensure environmental sustainability
are desirable to different stakeholders, but, in the eyes of some, a fruitless effort. Some of the
reasons could include considerations of practicality/feasibility (human needs & wants far
exceed what the environment can offer), some evaluation of the varying degrees effectiveness
of efforts to achieve environmental sustainability and challenges that are context-specific.
More nuanced scripts may challenge the question assumption for both clauses and look at
how the pursuit of environmental sustainability may not be desirable as it appears, using this
argument to further bolster a stand that supports the futility of the pursuit. Given the rather
broad nature of the question, students should employ a range of examples from a variety of
countries in order to justify their arguments. They should also look at environmental
sustainability in different aspects (biodiversity management, energy resource, waste/pollution
management)
Weaker scripts will likely have a limited understanding of the concept of ‘environmental
sustainability’. Such scripts tend to overlook the loaded clause as well, and provide a laundry
list of measures and initiatives to deal with environmental conservation, or a list of
environmental problems that the world faces today. The illustration and examples provided
will also be very limited in nature (for e.g. just focusing on climate change and Singapore).

4. Consider the view that foreign intervention in a country’s affairs does more harm
than good.
Students should first examine various possible reasons for foreign intervention, including (but
not limited to) humanitarian
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assess the motivations
ents In evaluating the issue,
issue students should as
behind external intervention, as well as the effectiveness of the intervention efforts before
coming to a conclusion. More nuanced responses would avoid taking absolute stands that
foreign intervention in a country’s affairs will always be either more harmful or more beneficial.
Students could then attempt to conclude that ultimately depend on individual situations or
contexts, such as whether there is a necessity for external stakeholders to render assistance
to the affected country.
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Weaker scripts will likely overlook the loaded word ‘more’, and provide a laundry list of the
benefits and consequences of external intervention without addressing the comparative
requirement in the question. Such scripts would also have a limited understanding of the
concept of ‘external intervention’, viewing it purely in terms of singular examples or forms,
such as that of military intervention alone.
5. ‘We can no longer trust the media.’ Is this a fair comment?
Students are expected to address the inherent assumption of change in the loaded phrase ‘no
longer’, by discussing how the trust that was placed in the media in the past has been eroded
in recent times. Students should also show an understanding of the distinction between
traditional media and the new media, examining how the characteristics and nature of both
broad categories of the media affect their credibility and accuracy of information. In arguing
their case, students should assess changes in the media landscape (as compared to the past)
and explain why the media has been both criticized for its failings (for e.g. the rise of ‘fake
news’, media bias in advertising, government objectives of propaganda) as well as lauded for
upholding principles such as media ethics, accuracy and objectivity. There should be some
attempt at demonstrating an awareness of how different perceptions of stakeholders towards
the media’s credibility will vary according to different contexts and cultures, before concluding
the effect some contextual circumstances have on levels of public confidence and trust in the
media as an institution. More nuanced scripts may challenge the assumption in the question,
arguing that media outlets have always served the interests of those they represent. Hence,
misinformation and media bias are certainly not new developments. Such scripts could also
discuss the importance of diversifying one’s sources of information in order to confirm the
veracity and authenticity of news reports, questioning the reaction of losing one’s trust in the
media when consumers should instead be more discerning in light of the media landscape
and developments today.
Weaker scripts would fail to consistently and accurately deal with the loaded phrase ‘no
longer’, focusing only on arguing why we can or cannot place our trust in the media. Such
scripts could also prematurely come to the conclusion that we cannot trust the media simply
because of a few isolated, negative instances of misinformation and media bias. Conversely,
they could swing to the other extreme when attempting to include balance and struggle to
reconcile both extreme perspectives, leading to an essay of contradictions.
6. Can the restriction of personal freedom ever be justified?
Students must clearly define what ‘personal freedom’ is and what the restriction of such
freedom entails (various
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d
evaluate the various motivations/reasons for, and outcomes of attempting to restrict personal
freedom (utilitarianism, moral grounds, etc.) before reaching their eventual recommendation.
In elaborating on their points, students should provide concrete examples and make suitable
reference to controversies (from varying contexts) regarding the restriction of individual
freedom.
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Weaker scripts may completely miss the loaded phrase ‘ever be’ and merely provide a
laundry list of the benefits and drawbacks of limiting personal freedom. It is also likely that
weaker scripts are vague in their substantiation, making cursory references to social media
without any concrete evidence. There may also be weaker scripts that focus only on a
particular type of personal freedom and/or context (for e.g. freedom of expression and
Singapore).

7. ‘Modern life has made living longer a burden.’ How far do you agree?
Students should demonstrate an understanding that the phrase ‘living longer’ is nuanced and
focuses more on the impact of a longer lifespan on individuals. In addition, they should clearly
identify the scope of their discussion by clearly stating the stakeholders they will discuss (living
longer does not only apply to an aging population/the elderly). Students must examine and
evaluate the various ways in which specific, current characteristics (for e.g. higher costs of
living, increased propensity for individuals to develop certain health conditions, increased
rates of social isolation/singlehood/childlessness, or better healthcare, increased
incomes/affluence, more accepting attitudes towards aging, better opportunities and
conditions in developing countries, etc.) of life in modern society has caused a long life to be
a worrisome and heavy responsibility, rather than a positive experience or vice versa. Given
the nature of the question, in justifying their arguments, students should provide convincing
trend-based examples/illustration from a range of different societies around the world.
Weaker scripts will likely list the pros and cons of an aging population on societies without
consideration/appropriate treatment of the key words in the question. Students might also
hijack the question by arguing that modern life has not made living longer, but other things, a
burden instead. There may also be scripts that merely discuss whether or not we should live
longer, again without addressing the key issue of whether contextual circumstances have
made a longer life a burdensome one.

8. ‘In your society, how effective have government efforts been in promoting a healthy
lifestyle?
Students should demonstrate a clear understanding of what ‘government efforts’ entail, and
must discuss specific local initiatives/policies in their essay. The definition of a ‘healthy
lifestyle’ (better scripts would go beyond the formulaic diet and exercise campaigns to examine
initiatives that deal with the infrastructural/psychological/economic aspects) should also be
clearly defined at the onset of the essay. Students may then go on to examine why these
efforts may have met with limited success (context-specific challenges to initiatives/measures,
flaws of the said efforts,
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Weaker scripts may simply provide laundry lists of past and present government efforts to
encourage a healthy lifestyle without any convincing evaluation of how effective they have
been. They may also display a clear lack of contextual evaluation that is required in a ‘your
society’ question. Such scripts are also likely to lack the evidence/data required to prove the
effectiveness of government efforts.
9. Is diversity necessarily a good thing?
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Students must engage the absolute phrase ‘the key’ and evaluate the assumption that
diligence and sheer effort are most effective method for success. They should also clearly
define the meaning of ‘success’ at the onset of their essays, in order for them to craft clearer
arguments. They could either argue the case for the question, or challenge the assumption
and say there may not be a ‘one-size-fits-all’/sole method for an issue that can be highly
individual in nature, by examining how hard work may/may not pay off under different
circumstances or in different contexts (culture, socio-political factors, type/severity of success,
personality/psychology of individuals, etc.). Students should also attempt to compare hard
work with the importance of other positive and desirable attributes that might be more crucial
to achieving success in a modern knowledge based economy. Given that the question’s key
focus is effectiveness (outcome-based), a variety of concrete examples (from across different
aspects of life, professions, countries) establishing the effectiveness of hard work should be
provided. More nuanced scripts may go on to argue how it is fallacious to place hard work or
any one attribute as the most important above others, given the complexity and dynamism of
the modern world.
Weaker scripts will likely miss out on the phrase ‘the key’ and be unable to demonstrate any
comparison between hard work and other possible factors for success. Such scripts could be
laundry lists of the advantages and disadvantages of hard work/diligence. They may also be
very limited in their scope of discussion and content, providing vague illustration, mere
hypothetical situations or repeated examples throughout. Weaker scripts could also possibly
hijack the question by providing lists of all the possible measures/solutions for success rather
than focusing on the comparison required.

12. To what extent have technological developments enhanced learning in today’s
world?
Students should begin their essays by clearly defining what technological developments refer
to, before examining how and why the advent of technological developments has helped
learners of different profiles better explore, master and achieve their educational
goals/objectives and outcomes. The key focus of the question should be the degree of
enhancement such developments have brought, rather than the presence of it. Hence, there
should be at least an attempt to clearly assess the degree of effectiveness technological
developments, and evaluate why there may be limitations to such purported enhancements to
learning. Students should systematically evaluate specific characteristics of the world today
and how technological developments may have/have not effectively facilitated stronger
mastery and better learning in various domains. Students could examine how an increasing
emphasis on differentiated, customised and multimodal learning, more inclusivity in the
education landscape – lifelong learning, specialised educational tools for those with special
needs, etc., have provided
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Weaker scripts will likely
vague, highly generalised or inconsistent in providing examples
kely be vague
to support their arguments. Such scripts may also degenerate into a listing of the benefits and
drawbacks of technology when it is used in education. Alternatively, these scripts may limit
their discussion too specifically to a few technological examples (some of which may be old
or outdated), or contexts (for e.g. Singapore’s education system).
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Olivia Laing writes about loneliness in our modern age.
1

At the end of last winter, a gigantic billboard advertising Android, Google’s operating
system, appeared over Times Square in New York. In a lower-case sans serif font –
corporate code for friendly – it declared: “be together. not the same.” This erratically
punctuated mantra sums up the web’s most magical proposition – its existence as a
space in which no one need ever suffer the pang of loneliness, in which friendship, sex 5
and love are never more than a click away, and difference is a source of glamour, not of
shame. As with the city itself, the promise of the internet is contact. It seems to offer an
antidote to loneliness, trumping even the most utopian urban environment by enabling
strangers to develop relationships along shared lines of interest, no matter how shy or
isolated they might be in their own physical lives. But proximity, as city dwellers know, 10
does not necessarily mean intimacy. Access to other people is not by itself enough to
dispel the gloom of internal isolation.

2

Loneliness can be most acute in a crowd. More than 70 years have passed since the
American painter Edward Hopper produced the signature image of urban loneliness in
his painting, Nighthawks, which depicts four people in a diner at night, cut off from the 15
street outside by a curving glass window: a disquieting scene of disconnection and
estrangement. Yet, its anxieties about connection have lost none of their relevance,
though unease about the physical city has been superseded by fears over our new virtual
public space, the internet. In the intervening years, we have entered into a world of
20
screens that extends far beyond Hopper’s unsettled vision.

3

Loneliness centres on the act of being seen. When a person is lonely, they long to be
witnessed, accepted, desired, at the same time as becoming intensely wary of exposure.
According to research carried out over the past decade at the University of Chicago, the
feeling of loneliness triggers what psychologists call hypervigilance for social threat. In
this state, which is entered into unknowingly, the individual becomes hyperalert to 25
rejection, growing increasingly inclined to perceive social interactions as tinged with
hostility or scorn. The result is a vicious circle of withdrawal, in which the lonely person
becomes increasingly suspicious, intensifying their sense of isolation.

4

This is where online engagement seems to exercise its special charm. Hidden behind a
computer screen, the lonely person has control. They can search for company without 30
the danger of being revealed or found wanting. They can reach out or they can hide; they
can lurk and they can show themselves, safe from the humiliation of face-to-face
rejection. The screen acts as a kind of protective membrane, a scrim that allows invisibility
and transformation. You can filter your image, concealing unattractive elements, and you
can emerge enhanced: an online avatar designed to attract likes. But now a problem 35
arises, for the contact this produces is not the same thing as intimacy. Curating a
perfected self might win followers or Facebook friends, but it will not necessarily cure
loneliness, since the cure for loneliness is not being looked at, but being seen and
accepted as a whole person – ugly, unhappy and awkward, as well as radiant and selfie40
ready.

5

The dissolution of the barrier between the public and the private, the sense of being
surveilled and judged, extends far beyond human observers. We are also being watched
by the very devices on which we make our broadcasts. As the artist and geographer
Trevor Paglen recently said in the art magazine Frieze: “We are at the point (actually,
probably long past) where the majority of the world’s images are made by machines for 45
machines.” In this environment of enforced transparency, the equivalent of the
Nighthawks diner, almost everything we do, from shopping in a supermarket to posting a
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photograph on Facebook, is mapped, and the gathered data used to predict, monetise,
encourage or inhibit our future actions.
6

This growing entanglement of the corporate and social, this creeping sense of being 50
tracked by invisible eyes, demands an increasing sophistication about what is said and
where. The possibility of virulent judgment and rejection induces precisely the kind of
hypervigilance and withdrawal that increases loneliness. With this has come the slowly
dawning realisation that our digital traces will long outlive us. Faced with the knowledge
that nothing we say, no matter how trivial or silly, will ever be completely erased, we find 55
it hard to take the risks that togetherness entails.

7

All new technology generates a surge of anxious energy. Each one changes the rules of
communication and rearranges the social order. Take the telephone for example - that
miraculous device for dissolving distance. From the moment in April 1877 that the first
line linked two phones in the Bell Telephone Company, it was perceived as an almost 60
uncanny instrument, separating the voice from the body. At first, the phone swiftly came
to be regarded as a lifeline, an antidote to loneliness, particularly for rural women who
were stuck in farmhouses miles from family and friends. But gradually, fears about
anonymity clung to the device. By opening a channel between the outside world and the
domestic sphere, the telephone facilitated bad behaviour. From the very beginning, 65
obscene callers targeted both strangers and the “hello girls” who worked the
switchboards. People worried that germs might be transmitted down the lines, carried on
human breath. They also worried about who might be lurking, invisibly eavesdropping on
private conversations. The germs were a fantasy, but the listeners were real enough, be
70
they operators or neighbours on shared telephone lines.

8

Anxiety also collected around the possibility for misunderstanding, with misgivings about
how a device designed for talking might, in fact, make talking more difficult. If the
telephone is a machine for sharing words, then the internet is a machine for constructing
and sharing identities. In the internet era, anxieties about how technology has affected
our ability to speak intimately to one another accelerate into terror about whether the 75
boundaries between people have been destroyed altogether.

9

We are not as solid and tangible as we once thought. We are embodied but we are also
networks, living inside machines and in other people’s heads, memories and data
streams. We are being watched and we do not have control. We long for contact and it
makes us afraid. But as long as we are still capable of feeling and expressing vulnerability, 80
intimacy stands a chance.
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Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks
will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE
and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must
still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only
copy words or phrases from the passage.
1

According to the author, what is the ‘web’s most magical proposition’ (line 4)? Use your
own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[3]

2

Explain what the author means when she says ‘access to other people is not by itself
enough to dispel the gloom of internal isolation’ (lines 11-12). Use your own words as
far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

3

‘Loneliness can be most acute in a crowd’ (line 13).
Explain the irony in this phrase.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

4

In paragraph 2, the author describes the painting, Nighthawks, as a ‘signature image of
urban loneliness’ (line 14). How does the painting reflect the similarity and difference
between individuals’ experience of loneliness in the past and today? Use your own
words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
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5

According to the author in paragraph 3, what are the consequences of a ‘hypervigilance
for social threat’ (line 24)? Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
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6

Using material from paragraphs 4-6, summarise what the author has to say about the
appeal of online engagement and how it may worsen loneliness.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
The appeal of online engagement lies in its ……………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[8]
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7

What does the phrase ‘a lifeline, an antidote to loneliness’ (lines 61-62) tell you about
society’s initial attitude towards the telephone? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

8

Using your own words as far as possible, identify the worries that people in the past
had regarding the telephone (lines 65-70), and explain if each of these worries was
founded.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

9

‘We are not as solid and tangible as we once thought.’ (line 77)
What does the sentence suggest about individual identity today?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

10 Which sentence in the final paragraph suggests that the author is still hopeful that we can
overcome loneliness?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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11

Olivia Laing makes some observations about the relationship between technology and
loneliness. How far would you agree with her observations, relating her arguments to
yourself and that of your society?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……….……………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………....
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………....
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……….……………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………….……
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………….……………………………………….[10]
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2017 JC2 Preliminary Examination
Answer Scheme
1.

According to the author, what is the ‘web’s most magical proposition’ (line 4)? Use your own words as far as possible. [3]
(Direct Literal)
Lifted

Paraphrased
It is the suggestion that the Internet

its existence as a space

a)

is where/a place/platform

in which no one need ever suffer the pang of
loneliness

b)

nobody has to endure solitude,

in which friendship, sex and love are never more than
a click away

c)

relationships (Note: any form of social connection is
accepted) are easily available and

d)

being unique/unconventional/out of the norm is attractive,
not embarrassing.

and difference is a source of glamour, not of shame

1 = 1m, 2 = 2m, 3 - 4 = 3m
2.

Explain what the author means when she says ‘access to other people is not by itself enough to dispel the gloom of internal
isolation’ (lines 11-12). Use your own words as far as possible.
[2] (Extended Vocabulary)
Lifted
(Context)
But proximity, as city dwellers know, does not
necessarily mean intimacy
NOTE: BUT students can also discuss context of the
Internet)

Paraphrased

The author means that

access to other people

a)

having the means to meet/be/interact with other individuals

is not by itself enough

b)

alone is insufficient/inadequate in

to dispel the gloom of internal isolation

c)

eliminating/dissipating/chasing away/getting rid of the
melancholy/sadness/dejection/misery/sorrow of loneliness
that one feels within/curing loneliness. (Note: as long as
students capture idea of individuals no longer feeling lonely)

1-2 = 1m, 3 = 2m
3.

‘Loneliness can be most acute in a crowd’ (line 13).
Explain the irony in this phrase.
(Inferential)
Lifted/Inferred

[2]

Paraphrased
Expectation
situation
E pe
Ex
pect
cta ion
ctat
n from situa
atition
o
on
a)
a)

Loneliness can be most acute in a crowd

When
in the company of many
When individuals
in
ndi
divi
vidu
vi
dual
du
a s find
fiind
n themselves
them
other
o
ot
her pe
peop
people,
ople
op
le, we
le
we ex
expect that they feel less
isolated/alienated.
isol
is
olat
ol
a ed/a
alilien
enat
en
ated
at
ed..
ed

Contradiction/deviation from the expected
exp
in reality
b)

However, in reality, individuals may feel the greatest (note:
extent
must
be
captured)
sense
of
detachment/abandonment/disassociation when one is
among
many
people
whom
we
do
not
know/strangers/because we may be amongst people whom
we know, but still feel alienated.

1 = 0m, 2 = 2m

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

1

4.

In paragraph 2, the author describes the painting, Nighthawks, as a ‘signature image of urban loneliness’ (line 14). How does
the painting reflect the similarity and difference between individuals’ experience of loneliness in the past, and today? Use your
own words as far as possible.
[2] (Direct Literal)
Lifted

Paraphrased
The painting reflects how

Yet, its anxieties about connection have lost none
of their relevance

a)

Concerns regarding loneliness/detachment/isolation/the lack
of social interaction or engagement from the past are still
very applicable today

though unease about the physical city has been
superseded by fears over our new virtual public
space, the internet

b)

although such concerns about interaction in the real world
have
been
replaced
by
worries
about
social
interaction/engagement in cyberspace/the digital realm.

OR
In the intervening years, we have entered into a
world of screens that extends far beyond Hopper’s
unsettled vision
1 = 1m, 2 = 2m
5.

According to the author in paragraph 3, what are the consequences of a ‘hypervigilance for social threat’ (line 24)? Use your
own words as far as possible.
[2]
(Direct Literal)
Lifted

Paraphrased
A hypervigilance for social threat results in

The result is a vicious circle of withdrawal

a)

a worsening/deteriorating cycle of disengagement

in which the lonely person becomes increasingly
suspicious

b)

where the lonely individual becomes progressively wary of
others,

intensifying their sense of isolation.

c)

hence heightening his/her feelings of detachment/loneliness.

(Note: If students’ explanation of (b) + (c) but incorporate clear
elements of (a) in their answer, we can award these students 2
marks)
1-2 = 1m, 3 = 2m
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6. Summary Question
Using material from paragraphs 4-6, summarise what the author has to say about the appeal of online engagement and
how it may worsen loneliness.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your
own words as far as possible.
[8]
The appeal of online engagement lies in its …
S/N
1

2
3
4

Lifted
hidden behind a computer screen (line 29)
OR
or they can hide (line 31)
OR
they can lurk (line 32)
the lonely person has control. (line 30)
They can search for company without the danger of being
revealed (lines 30-31)
or found wanting (lines 30-31)

Paraphrased
ability to allow people to be anonymous

empowering those without companions/isolated
individuals
They can attempt to forge relationships without the
threat of being exposed/identified
or deemed to be not good enough

5

They can reach out (line 31)
OR
can show themselves (line 31)

6

safe from the humiliation of face-to-face rejection (lines 3233)

They can either initiate contact/communication with
others
OR
be identifiable
avoid the embarrassment of having one’s affections
being spurned in person

7

The screen acts as a kind of protective membrane, a scrim
that allows invisibility (line 33)
transformation (line 34)

because the internet is akin to a shield/film which gives us
the choice of anonymity
and the ability to make drastic/significant changes

You can filter your image, concealing unattractive
elements (line 34)
and you can emerge enhanced (line 35)

Only allow flattering aspects of one to be revealed while
hiding unappealing aspects
accentuate positive aspects/features

an online avatar designed to attract likes (line 35)
OR
Curating a perfected self might win followers or Facebook
friends (lines 36-37)
But now a problem arises, for the contact this produces is
not the same thing as intimacy (lines 35-36)
but it will not necessarily cure loneliness (lines 37-38)
since the cure for loneliness is not being looked at but being
seen and accepted as a whole person – ugly, unhappy and
awkward, as well as radiant and selfie-ready (lines 38-40)
the sense of being surveilled (lines 41-42)
OR
In this environment of enforced transparency (line 46)
OR
This growing entanglement of the corporate and social,, this
creeping sense of being tracked
ed by
by invisible
invvisible eyes
eye
yes
s (line
(lin
ne 50)
50)
and judged (line 42)

in order to gain approval or acceptance from others

8
9
10
11

12
13
14
15

16

However, these forms of interactions may be mistaken
for genuine feelings of closeness/quality relationships
which may not be an antidote to loneliness
because we cannot reveal who we truly are/our true
self/physical appearances or other insecurities
The feeling of being watched/scrutinised
OR
In a society in which we have no control over our privacy
an
nd having
ha
h
avi
ving
ng
n
g others
oth
ther
erss assess/form
er
asses
as
and
opinions/conclude

17

almost everything we do, from
m sshopping
ho
oppiing in
i a sup
supermarket
u er
up
e ma
market to
to
posting a photograph on Fac
Facebook,
ceb
eboo
ook,
oo
k, is
k,
is mapped,
mapp
ma
pp
ped
ed, and
and the
an
the
gathered data (lines 47-48)

business
ss
ses extensively
ext
x en
nsi
sive
vely mine/collect data about our online
ve
businesses
activities
a
ctivititit ess

18

used to predict, monetise, encourage or inhibit our future
actions (lines 48-49)

in order to profit from such knowledge/information

19

The possibility of virulent judgment and rejection induces
precisely the kind of hypervigilance and withdrawal that
increases loneliness (lines 52-53)
With this has come the slowly dawning realisation (lines 5354)
that our digital traces will long outlive us (line 54)
OR

The fear of extreme/severe criticism and being denied
causes one to be overly sensitive/paranoid and
antisocial, heightening feelings of isolation
We gradually appreciate that what we do online

20
21

regardless of how inane/petty/insignificant – will remain
permanently online
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22

Faced with the knowledge that nothing we say, no matter how
trivial or silly, will ever be completely erased (lines 54-55)
we find it hard to take the risks that togetherness entails
(lines 55-56)

Hence, it becomes challenging to embrace
challenges/chances to grow closer to others

Total: 22 points
Sample 13-point summary in 120 words (excluding given opening words):
The appeal of online engagement lies in its:
ability to allow people to take virtual cover, empowering isolated individuals to forge relationships without the threat of
being exposed, or deemed to be not good enough. They can initiate contact with others, or be anonymous, avoiding
the embarrassment of having one’s affections being spurned in person. The internet is like a shield which gives us the
choice of anonymity and the ability to make drastic changes by revealing and accentuating positive aspects and hiding
unappealing aspects in order to gain acceptance. However, these forms of interactions may be mistaken for quality
relationships. We gradually appreciate that our online actions remain permanently online. The feeling of being
constantly scrutinised makes it challenging to embrace opportunities to grow closer to others.
Points
13
11 - 12
9 - 10
7-8
5-6
3-4
2
1
7.

Marks
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

What does the phrase ‘a lifeline, an antidote to loneliness’ (lines 61-62) tell you about society’s initial attitude towards the
telephone? Use your own words as far as possible.
[1]
(Inferential - Vocabulary)
Inferred

Paraphrased

a lifeline, an antidote to loneliness

The phrase suggests that society’s initial attitude towards the
telephone was very welcoming/optimistic.

(Context)
At first, the phone swiftly came to be regarded as a
lifeline, an antidote to loneliness, particularly for rural
women who were stuck in farmhouses miles from
family and friends. But gradually, fears about
anonymity clung to the device.

Accept (with explanation to students in class that this is actually not
accurate, both points should be included):
The phrase suggests that society initially saw the telephone as the
perfect solution to problems of social disengagement.

Any 1 = 1m
8.

Using your own words as far as possible, identify the worries that people in the past had regarding the telephone (lines 6570), and explain if each of these worries was founded.
[2]
(Direct
Literal)
Lifted

Paraphrased
Par
arap
aph
ap
hras
sed
e
People
worried
People in
Pe
in tthe
he past were
wer
e e wo
orr
rrie
ied
ie
d that
t at
th

People worried that germs might
ghtt be
be transmitted
tran
tr
ansm
an
smittted
sm
ted
te
down the lines, carried on human breath
+
The germs were a fantasy

a)
a)

and
ttelephones
ele
el
ephone
ness an
ne
nd phone
p one lines were unhygienic and caused the
ph
spread of diseases
diseases,

b)

but this worry was merely a misconception/an imagined
threat or prospect.

They were also worried that
They also worried about who might be lurking,
invisibly eavesdropping on private conversations
+
but the listeners were real enough, be they operators

c)

strangers could listen in on their telephone calls/infringe on
their personal conversations,

d)

and this was a valid concern as telephone lines were
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or neighbours on shared telephone lines

communal/people used the same telephone lines.

Any 1 pair (a+b OR c+d) = 1m, 2 pairs = 2m
9.

‘We are not as solid and tangible as we once thought.’ (line 77)

What does the sentence suggest about individual identity today?
Inferred

[2] (Inferential - Vocabulary)

Paraphrased
It suggests that individual identity today

We are not as solid and tangible as we once
thought
We are embodied but we are also networks, living
inside machines and in other people’s heads;
memories and data streams.

a)

is no longer about conventional/former notions of using fixed
physical attributes/characteristics to define ourselves

b)

but also how others perceive us/interact with us online.

(Note: For teaching purposes, students should ideally have both parts
to show the comparison between the past and the present)

Any 1 = 1m, 2 = 2m
10. Which sentence in the final paragraph suggests that the author is still hopeful that we can overcome loneliness? [1] (Inferential)
Lifted

Paraphrased

But as long as we are still capable of feeling and
expressing vulnerability, intimacy stands a chance

The sentence is ‘But as long as we are still capable of feeling and
expressing vulnerability, intimacy stands a chance.’
(Note: It MUST be a complete SENTENCE, without missing
words/phrases/clauses. If students paraphrase sentence, it MUST be
accurate enough an interpretation, but they SHOULD not be
paraphrasing.)
OR
The last sentence.
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11. Olivia Laing makes some observations about the relationship between technology and loneliness. How far do you agree with
her observations, relating your arguments to your own experience and that of your society?
Reference from passage
Paragraph 1
Laing writes about how
modern communications
technology offers great
convenience and easy
access to others, but that
this is only a very superficial
connection, not enough to
“dispel the gloom of internal
isolation.”
Paragraph 2
Laing highlights how
“loneliness can be most
acute in a crowd,” and how
this is a phenomenon that
has plagued us for a long
time, now made worse by
the internet.

Applicability
Intro Paragraph
Generally Disagree (Line-of-Argument)
x
While her arguments must be acknowledged, I argue that her pessimism towards technology
is unfounded.
x
While it is true that information communication technology (ICT) could be a hindrance to
genuine human connection, most Singaporeans seem to have become adept at using it to
supplement and enhance their social lives, which is the opposite of the author’s claim
throughout the passage.
Generally Disagree
x
Singapore has a population of approximately 5.6 million people, densely packed into a small
area of only 719 km².
x
Despite this, our competitive meritocratic system rewards individual merit, which could be
argued to cause loneliness and isolation, as Singaporeans strive to compete against each
other in order to find success, whether in education or in their careers.
x
x
x

x

Paragraph 3
Laing highlights how
isolation can cause an
individual to be “intensely
wary of exposure,” which
causes “hypervigilance for
social threat” that leads them
to “perceive social
interactions as tinged with
hostility or scorn.”
Paragraph 4
She further links this to how
technology can serve as a
solution where “the lonely
person has control” to “filter
[their] image, concealing
unattractive elements” so
that one can craft “an online
avatar designed to attract
likes.”
She expressed her doubts
about this as she opines that
“loneliness is not being
looked at, but being seen
and accepted as a whole
person” which includes both
their merits and flaws.

However, such emphasis on isolated individualism should not be over-exaggerated.
Singapore also places a high emphasis on a collective sense of cohesion, which has been
vital in maintaining harmony in a multi-racial and multi-religious society.
Such an emphasis on social cohesion and unity has been the case for 52 years since our
country’s independence in 1965 and the establishment of our founding principles of a
multicultural, cosmopolitan city-state.
This is especially the case since Singapore annually celebrates the festivals of all ethnic and
religious groups. On a cultural level at least, it would be an oversimplification to argue that
Singaporeans are lonely when our diverse cultures serves as the connective tissue that
bonds us as a society.
Competition has not prevented Singaporeans from socialising, connecting and learning about
their fellow countrymen of different races, cultures and traditions. The invention of the internet
has also made this process easier as Singaporeans of all walks of life can communicate and
socialise over common interests, such as our common love of our diverse cuisine, where
“Foodies” can blog or vlog, and share their dining experiences with other Singaporeans. E.g.s
LadyIronChef and “ieatishootipost.”

Generally Disagree
x
Her arguments do sound plausible.
x
It is certainly true that social media can allow a lonely person to hide behind an online
persona, further worsening their sense of isolation and suspiciousness about society.
x
Many parents and teachers are growing increasingly concerned that their children could
become victims of cyberbullying or may fall prey to cyber stalkers and are very concerned
about the safety of their children and their online activities.
x
However she fails to substantiate her claims with any real evidence, which makes her
arguments unconvincing.
x
x
x
x
x

x
x

Technology can serve as the initial platform that helps people to form that initial connection
that helps socially isolated individuals take that first step towards genuine social connection.
Defence of the Ancients 2 (DOTA2) and League of Legends (LOL) are two cooperative
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In has to be acknowledged that these two games are infamous for their toxic communities, as
the extremely competitive and stressful nature of the game causes many players to exhibit
anti-social behaviours, such as hurling obscenities and engaging in bigoted racist, sexist or
even homophobic slurs to opposing players and even their own team mates.
This can certainly frighten players, leading them to perceive such online interactions with
great suspicion and fear, leading to even greater alienation.
However, it cannot be denied that the game also encourages Singapore youths to
communicate and collaborate with a sense of common purpose, which can foster a sense of
genuine friendship as they connect over their shared passion for their favourite game.
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x
x
x
x
x
x

Paragraph 5
Laing argues that technology
is breaking down the “barrier
between the public and
private,” contributing to “the
sense of being surveilled”
where “almost everything we
do…is mapped” to “predict,
monetize, encourage or
inhibit our future actions.”
Paragraph 6
She then argues that this
leads to even greater
“hypervigilance and
withdrawal that increases
loneliness” due to the
knowledge that “our digital
traces will long outlive us.”

Agree but not completely
x
Online technology does track our actions and preferences in Singapore society.
x
Singaporeans have become avid online shoppers due to its convenience and confidence
about the security of online transactions.
x
However, online shopping websites like Amazon and even social media sites like Facebook
keep track of our purchases as well as the articles and videos we watch.
x
These sites often have programmes and algorithms that analyse our online behaviour and
then display advertising that the programme predicts might interest us to promote even more
spending or usage.
x
This is disconcerting as social media technology can possibly be abused to build up a profile
of our identities, which can be exploited for profit, to infringe on our privacy, or for stealing our
identity.
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

x

Paragraph 7 and 8
Laing illustrates how
throughout history, new
innovations in technology,
including modern internet,
have resulted in unease
about how they might be
abused, or how they
discourage or hinder
communication, partly due to
the fear of our privacy being
invaded.

Many Singaporean social media influencers and celebrities would likely not agree with Laing
as well.
Indeed it could be argued that individuals like XiaXue, Naomi Neo, JianHao Tan and groups
like Wah!Banana and TreePotatoes, produce content that might be perceived as superficial
and an artificial representation of who they are as individuals.
XiaXue and Naomi Neo have at various times also courted controversy as Singaporean
netizens criticise their content or their behaviour.
However, it cannot be denied that these individuals and groups have found success in using
social media technology to attract tens of thousands of followers, which have allowed them to
monetise their social media presence to find business success.
Corporations of all types have approached XiaXue and Naomi Neo to use their online
influence as a means to advertise their products to a greater audience.
While we can question just how genuine these social media influencers are in their online
interactions with their fans, it would be very unlikely that they would consider themselves as
“isolated” or “lonely,” given their massive social media following.

However Laing’s conclusions are not entirely correct. Instead of causing us further withdrawal
and loneliness, the power of internet technology can just as easily promote even more visible,
dramatic or reckless online behaviour.
Many cyberbullies use the anonymity of the internet and social networks to abuse and
emotionally damage their victims.
o Cyber wellness firm Kingmaker Consultancy conducted a survey in 2015 and
discovered an increase of 7% in cyber bullying cases in Singapore.
For the victim of such bullying, the technology is a bane that alienates them, leading to the
social alienation and hypervigilance that Laing predicts.
But for the bully, it is a tool for them to administer abuse. They certainly do not seem to care
much that they are leaving behind the digital evidence of their actions.
Even when the individual’s identity is known to the world, the temptation to share one’s
thoughts on social media sometimes promotes reckless and insensitive behaviour rather than
“hypervigilance” and loneliness.
In 2013, Amy Cheong posted a racist rant against Malay Weddings at her void deck on her
Facebook feed. Her comments were widely condemned. The Police issued her with a
warning and she was fired from her job.
In 2015, Amos Yee released an expletive laden video celebrating the death of former Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew, while also insulting the Christian faith. In 2016 he would release
another video that insulted Islam. He would be arrested and charged by the Singapore
authorities for wounding religious feelings and hate speech against race and religion.
These examples illustrate that rather than causing withdrawal and isolation, ICT can just as
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E.g. A stereotypical Singaporean family
that seems more interested in their devices than talking to each other over the dinner table.
x
In contrast to those who recklessly use social media (mentioned above), some Singaporeans
also sometimes lament that they have to be careful of what they post, as they do not want to
share certain aspects of their lives with family members, relatives, colleagues and
acquaintances that they have in their network.
x
This is particularly important for Singaporean civil servants and government officials, who are
often reminded not to share content or post opinions that are too political in nature, as they
have to maintain their professionalism and impartiality to the scrutiny of the public.
x

However, for those people who already have a genuine and close relationship, ICT and social
media can be a great enabler to keep that relationship and connection alive.
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x
x

E.g. Social media apps like Skype (video calls) and WhatsApp allow family members and
close friends to keep in touch with great convenience, even though they may be in different
countries.
This is especially important since Singaporeans are becoming increasingly geographically
mobile as they travel the world either for work, business or education.
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PAPER 1
Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. ‘Work smart, not hard.’ Is this good advice in today’s world?
2. ‘Poor governance is the main cause of poverty within a country.’ To what extent is
this a fair comment?
3. ‘University education could and should be fully subsidised for all.’ Discuss.
4. How far is it possible to live an environmentally sustainable lifestyle in today’s world?

5. ‘There has never been a better time to be ageing.’ Discuss this in relation to your
society.
6. How far does a country’s physical size determine its relations with other countries in
the world today?
7. How effective is imprisonment in combatting crime?
8. Is loyalty still a valuable trait in this ever-changing world?
9. To what extent can personal responsibility help in preventing the outbreak of
diseases?
10. Given that human beings are inherently different, is there any point in trying to
eradicate inequalities?
11. Assess the view that new technologies create more problems than benefits for your
society.
12. ‘The progress of a society is best reflected through the arts.’ What do you think?
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This Insert consists of 2 printed pages.
Eric Land discusses the perceptions of beauty.
1

2

3

4

5

6

Beauty. We know it when we see it, but what is it? In 1756, the philosopher Edmund
Burke wrote, "We must conclude that beauty is, for the greater part, some quality in
bodies, acting mechanically upon the human mind by the intervention of the senses."
Scientists are still on a quest to define what makes things and people beautiful. In some
ways, it is like asking whether one’s vision of “red” is the same as someone else's – there
is just no way to know for sure.
A case in point is how our preferences for body shapes differ over time and space. In the
West, people may prize longer legs in women while preferring less “lanky men”, yet the
nomadic Himba society in Namibia have the opposite tastes. Botticelli’s Venus – once the
Western ideal of beauty – has shorter legs, compared to her body, than the desired
shape for models today. Plus-sized comedian Dawn French once quipped, “If I had been
around when Botticelli was painting The Birth of Venus, I would have been revered as a
fabulous model and supermodels like Kate Moss would have been the paintbrush.”
When it comes to facial attractiveness however, there are reasons to believe that specific
features and biologically based factors guide our assessment of beauty. Faces that are
more symmetrical and average-looking tend to be rated as more attractive in scientific
studies. Scientists say that the preference for symmetry is a highly evolved trait also seen
in many different animals. Female swallows , for example, prefer males with longer and
more symmetric tails, while female zebra finches* mate with males with symmetrically
coloured leg bands. The rationale behind symmetry preference in both humans and
animals is that symmetric individuals are seen as more prolific mates. Further, scientists
believe that this symmetry is equated with a strong immune system. Thus, beauty is
indicative of more robust genes, improving the likelihood that an individual's offspring will
survive.

5

10

15

20

In fact, even babies respond more positively to attractive, symmetrical faces. However,
babies appear to respond more to faces deemed attractive than those that are purely
symmetrical, suggesting there is something else going on. There are theories that
specific proportions are the most naturally beautiful, with ratios of length and width being
important. And with the help of computers, it has become apparent that morphing a lot of
faces together typically produces an end product that is highly attractive. The reasoning
goes that this blending gets closer to the face "prototype" that may underline
attractiveness – the ultimate idea of an attractive face is ironically the most average one.
Thus, it may be that babies are drawn to faces that are most like the most basic concept
of a face – that is, they are average.

25

Beauty and attractiveness are often confused to be one and the same. Yet, women who
have graced the covers of magazines tell us that they do not necessarily feel attractive.
And there are women who are attractive who would never be cover girls. Beauty is a
rigid, static, youth-oriented physical image which can be photoshopped or surgically
attained. Attractiveness, however, is a fluid, variable psychological experience which
develops naturally and can be ageless. One can simply feel attractive about oneself but
beauty drives women toward the pursuit of the physical features associated with the
word.

35

Be it beauty or attractiveness, people too often tie their self-worth to their physical
appearance. Especially today, engulfed by a popular culture saturated with images of
idealised, air-brushed and unattainable female physical beauty, many women and girls

30

40

45


Swallowsandfinchesarebirds.
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cannot escape feeling judged on the basis of their appearance. Moreover, the diet,
cosmetic and fashion industries are often too willing to exploit these narrow beauty
standards so women and girls will become cradle-to-grave consumers of beauty
products, cosmetic surgery and diet programs.
7

8

9

10

The health implications that impact women on the never-ending treadmill of unrealistic
beauty attainment are substantial. Through chronic and unhealthy dieting, taking
unnecessary risks during cosmetic surgical procedures, and absorbing unsafe chemicals
through cosmetics, women are placing themselves in precarious health situations to
maintain some semblance of their idealised physical selves. Women and girls are at risk
of lifelong health problems – and the problems start at an early age. When taken to the
extreme, obsession over a particular aspect of one's appearance has a psychiatric
diagnosis: body dysmorphic disorder. It is the reason some people get dozens of plastic
surgeries, but are never satisfied with the outcomes.
Furthermore, the burden of unattainable beauty has far-reaching implications for
women’s economic well-being. Not only are women spending much of their money on
cosmetics, but expectations of physical beauty even impacts women economically
through their workplaces. “Lookism”, or the prejudice based on physical appearance and
attractiveness, is an increasing problem. One study found that employers believe that
good looks contribute to the success of their companies. It is unsurprising that
discrimination against overweight people in the workplace is a widespread practice.
Yet, studies have shown that people who are perceived as being more beautiful also
appear more competent and successful. Other research has shown that physical
attractiveness can also influence salary. The legal system may even take beauty into
account – a variety of studies have found effects suggesting that attractiveness helps
when it comes to verdicts and sentencing. It may be that there is a societal view that
attractive people are less likely to commit crimes than unattractive people. In society,
attractive people are also seen as more intelligent, better adjusted, and more popular.
This is described as the halo effect – due to the perfection associated with angels.
Research shows attractive people are perceived to have more occupational success and
more dating experience than their unattractive counterparts. May it be that this halo effect
is accurate since attractive people may indeed be more successful? Alternatively, selffulfilling prophecies – in which an attractive person's confident self-perception, further
perpetuated by healthy feedback from others – may play a role in success as well.
For better or worse, the bottom line is that research shows beauty matters; it pervades
society and affects how we choose loved ones. Thus, being vain may not be such a vain
endeavour after all. Among its other social benefits, attractiveness actually invites people
to learn what one is made of, in other respects than just genetic fitness. According to a
new study, attractive people are actually judged more accurately – at least, closer to a
subject’s own self-assessments – than are the less attractive, because it draws others to
go beyond the initial impression. “People do judge a book by its cover,” the researchers
write, “but a beautiful cover prompts a closer reading.”
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Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks
will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Note: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own
words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words and phrases from
the passage.
1

What is the author suggesting in describing the quest to define beauty as being like
“asking whether one’s vision of “red” is the same as someone else’s” (line 5)?
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
……………………………………………………………………….……………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………….[2]

2

In line 7, the author claims that people’s preferences for body shapes differ over “time”
and “space”. Give one example of each difference that the author provides and explain
how the examples illustrate his claim. Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………….………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………….………………….[2]

3

According to the author in paragraph 3, what explains the preference for symmetry in
both humans’ and animals’ choice of mates? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………………………………….……………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………….[2]

4

Explain the author’s use of the word “even” in “even babies respond more positively to
attractive, symmetrical faces” (Line 25).
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
……………………………………………………………………….……………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………….[2]
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3
5

Using your own words as far as possible, explain the irony found in line 32.

For
Examiner’s
Use

………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
……………………………………………………………………….……………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………….[2]
6

Give three differences between beauty and attractiveness that the author suggests in
paragraph 5. Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………….[3]

7

What does “cradle-to-grave” (line 48) suggest about the consumers of beauty products?
……………………………………………………………………………………….……………….
………………………………………………………………………………………..……………[1]

8

What does the author mean when he says “being vain may not be such a vain endeavour
after all” (lines 80 – 81)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….………….[1]

9

In the light of the final paragraph, why do researchers say that “a beautiful cover prompts
a closer reading” (line 86)? Use your own words as far as possible.
………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….
……………………………………………………………………………………….……………….
………………………………………………………………………………………..……………[2]
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4
10

Using material from paragraphs 7 to 9 (lines 50 – 78), summarise what the author has to
say about the negative effects of the obsession with beauty and how attractive people are
viewed.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
An obsession with beauty ……………………………………...…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…[8]
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5
11

Eric Land considers how beauty is viewed and its impacts on those obsessed with it. How
far would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own society?

For
Examiner’s
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

For
Examiner’s
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………[10]

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

7

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

8

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Meridian Junior College
2017 J2 Prelims GP Paper 2 Answers
1. What is the author suggesting in describing the quest to define beauty as being like “asking
whether one’s vision of “red” is the same as someone else’s” (line 5)? [2m]
Lifted
Inferred
Scientists are still on a quest to define what He suggests that the definition of beauty is
makes things and people beautiful. In some relative / people have differing views of
ways, it is like asking whether one’s vision beauty/ what is beautiful. [1m]
of "red" the same as someone else's
Scientists are still on a quest to define…
- there is just no way to know for sure.

And therefore the difficulty of defining beauty /
impossible to define beauty. [1m]
OR
Which cannot be verified with each other.
* Missing context (not mentioning beauty) = 0m

2. In line 7, the author claims that people’s preferences for body shapes differ over “time” and
“space”. Give one example of each and explain how the examples illustrate his claim. Use your
own words as far as possible. [2m]
Lifted
Space
In the West, people may prize
longer legs in women while
preferring less “lanky men”, yet
the nomadic Himba society in
Namibia have the opposite
tastes.

Paraphrased
Example: The author gives the example of how people prefer
women with long legs and men who are not tall and
thin/gangly/spindly/gawky in the West, and have
contrasting tastes in Namibia.
Note – ‘lanky’ means ‘tall and thin’, not ‘skinny’
Link: Which illustrates how people’s preferences for body
shapes differ across different countries/cultures/societies/
regions.
*Both women and men should be discussed
Example: The author gives the example of how the Western*
notion of beauty has shifted from one with shorter legs
relative/in relation to her body hundreds of years ago to one
with longer legs today

Time
Botticelli’s Venus – once the
Western ideal of beauty – has
shorter legs, compared to her
hape
p
body, than the desired shape
for models today.
OR
R
OR
Daw
aw
awn
As plus-sized comedian Dawn
Example:
The
author
Exampl
Ex
ple:
pl
e T
e:
h a
he
utho
ut
hor
ho
o gives
giive
ves
s the
tth
he example
e am
ex
ampl
p e of how Western*
had
d
French once quipped, “If I had
notions
no
oti
tion
tion
ons
s of beauty
bea
aut
uty
y used
uss to
o celebrate
ce
ele
ebr
brat
a e plump
at
plum women but today
been around when Botticelli
ellli
ccelebrate
ce
le
ebr
bra
ate skinny
skin
sk
in
nny
y women.
women
en
n.
was painting The Birth of
Venus, I would have been
Link: Showing how preferences for body shapes have changed
revered as a fabulous model,
from the past to present/ over time
and supermodels like Kate
Moss, would have been the
*‘Western’ should be included, part of the context
paintbrush.”
*Clear signposting to match example to each characteristic required.
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3. According to the author in paragraph 3, what explains the preference for symmetry in both
humans’ and animals’ choice of mates? Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]
Lifted

Paraphrased
Both humans and animals prefer symmetry in
their partners because…

The rationale behind symmetry preference in
both humans and animals is that symmetric Those who exhibit symmetrical physical traits
are perceived to be more fertile
individuals are seen as more prolific mates.
Further, scientists believe that this symmetry is
equated with a strong immune system.

* Ideal/better partners = 0m
They are more likely to be healthy / in good
health / physically fit / good physical condition

Thus, beauty is indicative of more robust
genes, improving the likelihood that an
individual's offspring will survive.

Have stronger/better genes or DNA, increasing
the chances that their future children will remain
alive / thrive

3 for 2m, 1-2 for 1m
4. Explain the author’s use of the word ‘even’ in ‘even babies respond more positively to attractive,
symmetrical faces.’ (Line 25) [2m]
Lifted
In fact, even babies
respond more positively to
attractive, symmetrical
faces.

Inferred
A young infant, who has not been socially conditioned to notions of
beauty/does not understand concepts of beauty, [Inferred]
also responds favourably to symmetry. [1m]
* Characteristic of the young infant must be linked to beauty
So answers like ‘babies are still young/immature’ = 0m
But answers like ‘babies are too young to understand notions of
beauty’ = 1m
This highlights that
the preference for symmetry is deeply ingrained/innate in human
nature
OR
The great extent to which symmetry is preferred by humans [1m]

5. Using your own words as far as possible, explain the irony found in line 32. [2m]
Lifted
morphing a lot of faces together
oge
eth
he
err
typically produces an end
product
dp
pr
rod
oduc
u t that
at
at
is highly attractive. The reasoning
goes
eassonin
ing
in
g go
oes
that this blending gets closer
oser
er to
er
to the
th
he
face "prototype" that mayy underline
unde
un
unde
erl
rlin
in
ne
attractiveness – the ultimate
ate idea of an
attractive face is ironically the most
average one.

Paraphrased / IInferred
s expe
ex
xpected
ed that at
ttr
t ac
actititive
v /b
ve
bea u
Itt iis
expected
attractive/beautiful
faces stand out /
are
than others
e more
m re
mo
e remarkable
rem
emar
arkabl
arka
ka
k
abl
b e / exceptional
exce
ex
ceptio
ce
However
Howe
Ho
we
w
eve
verr what
wha makes
mak
akes
ak
e such
es
suc
uch
h faces appealing to others is
because
of the most
be
eca
caus
usse they
the are
e actually
actua
ua
alllly
y a composite
com
found /
commonplace / mainstream / commonly
c
familiar faces and nothing outstanding in particular.
* Attractive faces are good-looking. Actually they are
ordinary-looking = 1m
** Need to explain that what is considered attractive
contradicts what one believes about attractiveness.
Thus the expectation needs to be about ‘attractive
faces’, not about ‘common faces’.
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

8. What does the author mean when he says “being vain may not be such a vain endeavour after
all” (lines 81 – 82)? [1m]
Lifted
Thus, being vain

may not be such a vain endeavour after all.

Paraphrased
An obsession /excessive concern with one’s own
beauty/ looks
Merely ‘pursuit of good looks’ / ‘caring about one’s
appearance’ = 0m
is not actually futile/pointless / actually has
benefits.
* Both halves needed to get 1m.

9. In the light of the final paragraph, why do researchers say that “a beautiful cover prompts a
closer reading” (line 87)? Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]
Lifted
Paraphrased / Inferred
attractiveness actually invites people to learn People are attracted / enticed / keen to find
out more about attractive people / invites a
what one is made of… because it draws
others to go beyond the initial impression, in deeper look / beyond their physical features.
other respects than just genetic fitness…
attractive people are actually judged more
accurately—at least, closer to a subject’s
own self-assessments—than are the less
attractive
1 for 1m

This allows for a more correct appraisal /
evaluation of attractive people
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10. Using material from paragraphs 7 to 9 (lines 50 – 79), summarise what the author has to say
about the negative effects of the obsession with beauty and how attractive people are viewed.
Use your own words as far as possible. Opening words: An obsession with beauty…
Lifted
Paraphrased
Negative effects of the obsession with beauty
1
never-ending treadmill of unrealistic
Is a futile/non-stop attempt to look good
beauty attainment
OR
…are never satisfied with the outcomes.
one is never satisfied with one’s looks.
2
Through chronic and unhealthy dieting
One eats too little / unbalanced diets
* ‘Dieting/diets’ can be lifted
Bad eating habits(Vague) / Poor diets (more for
poverty) = 0m
3
taking unnecessary risks during cosmetic
Needlessly jeopardises one’s health in surgery
surgical procedures
* ‘Risk’ CANNOT be lifted
4
absorbing unsafe chemicals through
Consumes/exposes oneself to dangerous/harmful
cosmetics
ingredients in cosmetics/beauty products,
5
women are placing themselves in
endangering one’s wellbeing
precarious health situations
* ‘Health’ can be lifted
This results in long term illnesses
6
Women and girls are at risk for lifelong
OR
health problems
Illnesses begin from a young age
and the problems start at an early age
7
obsession over a particular aspect of one's
And even mental illnesses
appearance has a psychiatric diagnosis
8
far-reaching implications for women’s Such obsessions take a financial toll on women /
economic well-being … women spending cause women to spend excessively / overspend on
much of their money on cosmetics
beauty products
Less attractive people face workplace bias.
9
“Lookism”, or the prejudice based on
physical appearance and attractiveness is
an increasing problem… discrimination
against overweight people in the workplace
is a widespread practice
How attractive people are viewed
10 employers believe that good looks
Companies believe that attractive people add more
value to the organisation,
contribute to the success of their
companies
11 Yet, studies have shown that people who
seeming more capable/proficient/qualified/
are perceived as being more attractive also outstanding
* receive higher salaries = 0m (not perception)
appear more competent and successful
12 It may be that there is a societal view that
Society views attractive people as less inclined to
attractive people are less likely to commit break the law,
ve people,
peopl
p e,
crimes than unattractive
13 attractive people also seem
se
ee
em
m to
to be
be more
mor
oe
m
more
ore
re clever/bright/brainy,
cle
leve
ver/
ve
r//br
b ig
ight
htt/b
/ ra
ain
i y
intelligent,
14 better adjusted
em
emotionally
mot
otiona
alllly
y stable
stab
st
ble
e / mature
mat
au
* flexible/adaptable
flex
fl
exib
ex
i le/a
ada
dapt
ptab
pt
able
ab
le
e = 0m
15 and more popular
an
and
nd well-liked/socially
well-l
-llikked/s
/so
/s
ocially adept
ad
16 Attractive people are perceived
i d to
t have
h
Att
Attractive
ti people
l are seen to do better in their
careers,
more occupational success
17 and more dating experience than their
be more eligible as romantic partners
unattractive counterparts
18 in which an attractive person's confident
And see themselves as self-assured
self-perception
Points 10- 18 must be phrased as perceptions using words like ‘seen’, ‘perceived’, ‘viewed’,
‘appear to be’, ‘it is thought that’ etc
14+ = 8m, 12 – 13 = 7m, 10 – 11 = 6m, 9 = 5m, 7 – 8 = 4m, 5 – 6 = 3m, 3 – 4 = 2m, 1 – 2 = 1m

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

11. Eric Land considers how beauty is viewed and its impacts on those obsessed with it. How far
would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own society?
From the passage
Para 1:
Scientists are still on a
quest to define what
makes things and
people beautiful. In
some ways, it is like
asking whether one’s
vision of "red" the
same as someone
else's - there is just no
way to know for sure.

Agree / Disagree
Agree
Apart from body shape, beauty is indeed culture-specific, especially
when it intersects with race/religion (eg. In Middle-eastern countries
with conservative dress codes, women’s beauty is largely defined by
the beauty of their eyes. Whereas in Korea, having double eyelids and
a V-line shaped jaw is key to being truly beautiful. In India, meanwhile,
having long and soft hair is what defines a true Indian beauty). The
reaction by some people in recent years against oppressive/often
unattainable Western and Korean beauty ideals is testament to the
relativity of beauty standards.
Disagree
Due to the forces of cultural globalisation and media influence, there
seems to have been a general convergence towards universallyaccepted/desired beauty standards—defined by the stick-thin ideal,
double eyelids, straight hair, fair skin, anglicised features (small nose,
thin lips, less prominent curves). A saying goes that the type of black
model the beauty/fashion industry looks for has to “be a white girl
dipped in chocolate.” Deviance from this norm is subject to exotification,
fetishization and sexualisation.
In SG, a country assailed by the forces of cultural globalisation, many
young girls aspire towards looking like their stick-thin, double eyelid,
small face K-Pop idols.

Para 2:
…preferences for body
shapes differ over time
and space.

Para 4:
The ultimate idea of an
attractive face is
ironically the most
average one.

Agree
Not surprising. Perceptions of beauty partly arise from functional and
pragmatic concerns. Nomadic societies may favour men with long legs
given the need for men to walk long distances to seek out new
pastures. Similarly, perceptions of beauty in the past celebrated more
fat because it was a sign of status and prosperity. The wealthy ate in
excess, assuring themselves “good health”, while the poor starved.
Socially dominant groups with better access to food and thus heavier
were believed to have better health.
Furthermore, perceptions of beauty are very much shaped by cultural
norms, for eg the long-necked women of the Kayan Lahwi tribe in
Thailand and Myanmar. In Singapore, which is highly susceptible to
beauty are largely tied
media influences from the West, perceptions of b
those
off th
the
West
skin,
pronounced
large eyes,
to
o tho
hose
ho
s o
se
he We
est – ffair
a r sk
ai
kin, pronou
ou
o
uncced
d features,
fea
e t
slender
body
orr mo
more
K-pop
slen
en
n de r b
ody
d sshapes,
dy
h pe
ha
pes,
s o
s,
ore
e rrecently,
ecen
ec
entl
tly,
y ffrom
r m Kro
K
p influences.
Agree
Agre
Ag
ee
Nothing
about
face to be the most
Noth
No
th
thin
hin
i g ir
iironic
iron
ron
nic a
bout
bo
ut cconsidering
ut
onsi
on
side
side
si
deri
r ng the
h most
he
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ostt attractive
att
ttract
average
aver
av
errag
age
e one.
o e.
on
e It
It is
is natural
nat
a ur
ural
a to
al
to subscribe
subsscr
crib
ib
be to what
what is seen as conventional
and ‘normal’ and embrace
than looks.
emb
brace it as being more attractive
attrac
Consider how many go for plastic surgery to attain the same features of
public celebrities and the ubiquitous results of South Korean women
who have undergone cosmetic surgery.
Disagree
Modern perceptions of beauty are more varied today and society has
become more accepting of alternative forms of attractiveness, eg plussized models like Ashley Graham have appeared on the cover of
fashion magazines like Vogue. Transgender, androgenous, elderly,
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heavily tattoed, mentally and physically disabled models have also all
broken into the fashion world. Furthermore, perceptions of beauty still
vary greatly in different societies, from Western to Eastern. The bigeyed anime look popularised in South Korea and Japan is vastly
different from the Western model but neverthelss tremendously popular
in Asia.
Agree:
Para 5:
Can’t blame people for subscribing to fixed notions of beauty rather
Beauty and
attractiveness are often than feeling attractive. This is especially since what is portrayed in the
confused to be one and mass media are standard notions of ‘beauty’ by only showcasing
supermodel-types who are typically thin, tall, fair, and young.
the same…beauty
drives women toward
Furthermore, while one feels ‘attractive’, the definition of ‘attractive’
the pursuit of the
features is frequently tied to what is commonly seen as ‘beautiful’
physical features
features (eg. big defined eyes, youthful skin), all dictated by cultural
associated with the
norms and the media.
word.
Agree:
Para 6:
The beauty/fashion industry is widely seen as oppressing women by
Be it beauty or
casting them primarily as nothing more than objects of beauty for male
attractiveness, people
admiration, often defined by the thin ideal. For eg, a few years ago,
too often tie their selfAbercrombie & Fitch was under fire for refusing to make clothes for
worth to their physical
large women, Chanel designer Karl Lagerfeld is known for lashing out
appearance…many
at fat people who he deems ugly. A 2017 meta-analysis study from the
women and girls
University of South Australisa has established that such oppression
cannot escape feeling
does indeed exist.
judged on the basis of
their appearance.
Disagree:
The beauty/fashon industry is evolving in many major fashion capitals
(New York, Milan, etc)—away from the oppressive beauty association
with thinness, including SG’s. They are hailing plus-sized models &
beginning to promote the idea that a woman’s worth is more than skindeep. Eg. In 2017 France banned super skinny models. Many
beauty/fashion magazines also talk of this shift in the Fashion/Beauty
industry (eg. international and SG-versions of V Mag, Velvet D’Amour,
FFFWeek, Beth Ditto, Melissa McCarthy, Evans, Plus North, Frazier,
Big Love, Curvy Girls, Elle Quebec, Vogue Italia).

Para 7:
The health implications
that impact women on
the never-ending
treadmill of unrealistic
beauty attainment are
substantial…women
are placing themselves
in precarious health
situations…Women
and girls are at risk for
lifelong health
problems – and the
problems start at an
early age.

A 2013 Dove internet survey of 300 SG women revealed that while only
2 percent thought that they were beautiful, the majority were reasonably
confident about their attractiveness.
Applicable to SG:
The widespread access to, and use of social
working sites in SG is
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id
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ls). The
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The latest
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s of
o viral
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al media
medi
me
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dia trends.
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dss. A couple of years ago,
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is the
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th
e space
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bones
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one
es that
th
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at showed
sho
howe
w d how
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f at her tummy
fl
tum
ummy
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y iis;
s and the
s;
th "thigh gap" that
apparently proves one has ultra-slim legs.
legs Then in 2016, there was the
A4 waist challenge, where women compete to be as thin as an A4 piece
of paper (portrait, not landscape!).
This obsession over thinness has led to increased concern over the
negative health implications of these beauty ideals on women. Eg.
documented in 2012 report “Seeking Thinspiration” / SGH reported a 3fold increase in beauty/fashion-related eating disorders in 2012 / Many
SG hospitals report a rising trend of such patients—a 2016 study by the
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital revealed that beauty-related
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eating disorders from as young as 9 or 10 years old has increased by a
significant 10 per cent a year since 2008 when such patients were
treated there
Para 8:
Furthermore, the
burden of unattainable
beauty has farreaching implications
for women’s economic
wellbeing…expectations of
physical beauty even
impacts women
economically through
their workplaces.
“Lookism,” or the
prejudice based on
physical appearance
and attractiveness, is
an increasing problem.

Agree:
According to renowned author Daniel Hamermesh, there are at least 3
reasons for the increasing problem of looks-based discrimination at the
workplace. First, in service and sales industries, physical attractiveness
could actually increase sales for the company because beautiful people
are seen as more persuasive. A related reason is that customers prefer
dealing with better-looking sales people. Finally, more attractive people
tend to have more desirable personality traits, such as self-confidence
and self-esteem—and this appeals to both employers and customers.
The beauty premium appears to be pervasive in almost every
occupation and industry, though it is higher in some than in others.
In SG, this is especially applicable for younger women. A 2011 ST
report affirms the presence of this traditional gender stereotype/trend in
SG. Unlike their male counterparts, younger SG women are found to be
valued especially for their looks/dressing, particularly in the finance,
F&B and retail sector.
Certain companies may have dress codes, which is acceptable given
the nature of the job or the industry (eg banking, corporate sales), or
simply the need to look professional to impress clients. However, there
are also companies who have a ‘look policy’, such as Abercombie and
Fitch, who in the 2000s was criticised for dictating everything from
fingernail length to hair colour. It was also an open secret that the
company hired salespeople, called “models”, who were stylish,
conventionally attractive, and often scantily clad. Male employees were
hired specifically to work shirtless! In 2015, after much critism, A & F
has since overhauled its look policy (no more shirtless men amongst
other changes).
Disagree:
Given that SG society does value talent/experience over looks to some
degree, this is more applicable to younger women, who may need to
rely on their physical looks to climb the social/corporate ladder. Older
women are less affected by lookism. Eg. the success stories of hotelier
Ms Jennie Chua, Ms Olivia Lum of Hyflux, Ms Ho Ching of Temasek
Holdings.
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matter of pragmatism, where attractiveness is a competitive advantage
in the job market. The assumption employers make is that if you look
like you can take care of yourself, then you can take care of your job.
Cosmetic procedures are akin to getting a haircut.
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Application Question Band Descriptors
Band 1
8 – 10

Band 2
4–7

Band 3
1–3

0

1

REQUIREMENTS: Systematic reference to the requirements of the question with evidence of a
balanced treatment.
2 EXPLANATION: Shows a good or very good understanding of terms and issues.
3 EVALUATION: Makes very convincing evaluation by making judgements and decisions and by
developing arguments to logical conclusions, and includes elaboration and support through
personal insight and apt illustration.
4 COHERENCE: Very clear shape and paragraph organisation and cogent argument.
1 REQUIREMENTS: Covers requirements of the question adequately but not necessarily a
balanced treatment.
2 EXPLANATION: Shows an adequate level of understanding of terms and issues (which may
include minor distortion).
3 EVALUATION: Evaluation is attempted but is not always convincing, and tends to be
superficial with limited development of ideas, and is not as thorough in support.
4 COHERENCE: Paragraphing is sometimes helpful and there is a recognisable over-all shape to
the answer; arguments are generally cogent.
1 REQUIREMENTS: An incomplete and/or unbalanced treatment of the requirements.
2 EXPLANATION: Shows very limited degree of understanding and a higher incidence of
misinterpretation.
3 EVALUATION: Tends to be a mere summary of restatement of the text with a few simple and
undeveloped judgements, with very thin support.
4 COHERENCE: Paragraphing and organisation are haphazard; arguments inconsistent or
illogical.
Nothing in the answer meets any of the criteria.

Use of English (15 marks)
x Assessment must be based on the individual candidate’s performance across the whole paper.
x Generally, look for sentence length, the range and variety of vocabulary, and the incidence, range and
severity of the following types of error: spelling, vocabulary, tense, number, sentence construction.
x Apply the ‘best fit’ principle when not all the descriptors of a single band are found within a script.
Marks
Band 1
12 – 15

Band 2
8 – 11

Band 3
4–7

Band 4
1–3

Descriptors
Very good to excellent linguistic ability: very few serious errors; only a few slips or minor errors.
Assured command of language: it is clear, fluent, effective and appropriate throughout.
Answers are cogent, concise and well organised. A wide variety of apt vocabulary is used and
sentence structure is inventive, developed and appropriate.
There is a sustained attempt to rephrase the text language for all the answers.
Good to very good linguistic ability: a number of errors of various kinds but they do not seriously
impede the flow of the writing.
Competent command of language: the Candidate usually writes in convincing and idiomatic
English, with some positive merits.
Vocabulary and
not necessarily outstanding.
nd sentence structures are varied and appropriate but n
There is a noticeable
attempt
avoid
answers.
ce
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to av
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Moderate command
English
times
halting,
repetitive and generally insecure.
mman
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ng
s at tim
mess h
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al
Misuse of vocabulary
off sy
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u arry and/or
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nd//or
or breakdown
breakdo
re
e do
own
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ssyntax
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nt
or grammar.
gram
mmar. Only simple statements attempted
successfully.
There are recognisable but limited attempts to rephrase the text language in the answers.
Weak linguistic ability: frequent and serious errors of various kinds, rendering the English
muddled or unintelligible at times.
Very poor command of language.
Widespread misuse of vocabulary; sentence linking is inappropriate or haphazard.
Answers mostly comprise wholesale copying of the text language. Any attempts to use own
language are limited to single word expressions.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Class

Adm No

Candidate Name:

2017 Preliminary Examination 2
Pre-University 3
GENERAL PAPER

8807/01

Paper 1

29 August 2017

Additional Materials: Writing Paper

1 hour 30 minutes

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST
Write your name, class and admission number in the spaces provided at the top of this page
and on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.
Answer one question.
Note that 20 marks out of 50 will be awarded for your use of language.
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.

For Examiner’s Use
Content

/30

Language

/20

Total

/50

This document consists of 2 printed pages.
[Turn over
©2017 Millennia Institute

8807/01/PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 2/PU3

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

2

Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1

To what extent do gender stereotypes matter to the young people in your country?

2

‘Small countries are better at responding to change than large countries.’ Discuss.

3

To what extent should news media present views which are considered offensive?

4

‘The more society advances, the more people want to remember the past.’ How far
do you agree?

5

How far should disagreements between two countries be resolved without external
intervention?

6

‘Retirement is an outdated concept.’ Do you agree?

7

‘No one really cares what the artist has to say.’ What are your views?

8

‘Sport is an effective means to promote social causes.’ How far do you agree?

9

‘People are willing to put their country before self.’ To what extent is this true of your
society?

10 Should the prevalent use of English be a cause for concern?

11 Assess the view that sustainable growth is more important than rapid economic
development.
12 How far should foreigners be allowed to play a part in your country’s religious affairs?
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Barbara Cartlens considers the place of stories in our society.
1

Stories, more than the wisdom that has been passed down through the ages, are
the building blocks of human character and society, and look likely to last longer
than fossil fuel. There is no escaping stories, or the pressure to tell them. Human
beings are natural storytellers; they cannot help telling stories, and they turn things
that are not really stories into stories because they like narratives so much.
Everything — faith, science, love — needs a story for people to find it plausible. No
story, no sale.

5

2

We all like stories. When we do not have a story we look for one. Journalists
chasing a news lead will go to extreme ends to pursue their subjects. Boy scouts
sitting round a camp fire have it easier; they make it up as the tale unfolds. 10
Religions are so successful because they tell stories, though, to be sure, some of
their stories have nice morals and some are not nice at all. Different people like
different kinds of morals in their stories. Some draw inspiration from the stories of
entrepreneurs who made good despite the odds they faced in life. Some never
cease to be fascinated by the heroic tales from the distant past. Yet others will 15
never skip an episode of their favourite family drama on television.

3

Primates, like monkeys and chimpanzees, groom each other not to pick out lice,
which do not really trouble them, but as a form of gossip, a way of exchanging
social information — who grooms who for how long tells who’s doing well and
who’s not. This primate grooming and the “gossip” that it entails actually produce 20
brain-opiates, chemicals that make them feel good. Of course, since human groups
are roughly three times larger than other primate groups, gossip was no longer
enough to produce the opiates that make social interaction pleasant for primates.
We started sharing stories about people as a way of drawing each other closer,
apart from passing idle time. Indeed, to this day, almost all talk of this nature, is 25
gossip and grooming, though the removal of bodily pests is no longer necessary.
This thesis may or may not be true, but it has the excitement of a theory that
surprises: it’s a good story.

4

Good stories work in other intriguing ways. What strong scientific theories have in
common with good stories is not some profound-sounding generalisations. It is that 30
they make claims so astonishing that they seem instantly very different from all the
other stories we have ever heard. The excitement of the great scientific theories
lies not in the laws that they establish, but the shock they trigger: the Queen of
England is actually the distant relative of an ape with furry arms that lived in a tree!
Or simply consider this story: locked inside the nucleus of each little invisible atom 35
is a force so vast it can destroy an entire city!

5

Studies show that people who read a lot of novels have better social and
empathetic abilities, are more skilful navigators, than those who do not. And if
these claims seem almost too large to argue, the more central claim — that stories
increase our empathy, and make societies work better by encouraging us to 40
behave ethically — seems too absurd even to argue with. Stories are also a great
way to bring parents and their children together. As children grow older, they will be
on the move — playing, running, and constantly exploring their environment.
Snuggling up with a book allows both parent and child to slow down and recapture
that sweet, cuddly time they enjoyed when the child was a baby. Numerous studies 45
have also shown that students who are exposed to reading stories before
[Turn over
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
©2017 Millennia Institute

8807/02/PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 2/PU3

3
preschool are more likely to do well in all facets of formal education. After all, if a
student struggles to put together words and sentences, how can he be expected to
grasp the mathematics, science, and social concepts he will be presented with
when he begins primary school?
50
6

7

As communication technology develops, stories have found new ways to enter our
lives. The increasing popularity of audio storytelling owes a lot to technology, as
smartphones allow people to consume shows on demand anywhere, and cars
increasingly come equipped with satellite radio and internet-friendly dashboards. A
recent report estimated that a significant majority of young adults listened to online 55
radio weekly. But some research has shown that people who listen to the narration
of a passage, like the audio storytelling found in traditional audiobooks, remember
less information, are less interested in the content, and are more likely to daydream
than those who read the same book out loud or silently to themselves.
60
With the internet, the stories we encounter today are sometimes more than what
they appear to be. People are attracted to stories circulating on the internet, more
so if they are stories of tragedy, perversion, penance or plain, old scandal.
Nowadays, it is easy to find an endless number of negative messages in stories of
all shades and forms that discourage us from being proactive and going forth into 65
the world. A major problem in this regard is that, for the most part, we are so used
to negative messages that we are not even aware when we are imbibing them. We
no longer question the stories that we hear or read, and we even pass them on. In
a world characterised by steadily decreasing attention spans and rampantly
increasing information onslaughts, the temptation to simplify and summarise just to 70
keep on top of facts and fiction that come our way is immense.

8

Moreover, not all stories tell it like it is. In the past few decades, the fortunate
among us have recognised the hazards of living with an overabundance of food
(obesity and diabetes, for example) and have started to change our diets. But most
of us do not yet understand that stories, in the form of news, are to the mind what 75
sugar is to the body. News is easy to digest. The media feeds us small bites
of trivial matter, titbits that do not really concern our lives and do not require
thinking. That is why we experience almost no saturation. Unlike reading books and
long magazine articles (which require thinking), we can swallow limitless quantities
of news flashes, stories which are brightly coloured candies for the mind. Today, 80
we have reached the same point in relation to information that we faced twenty
years ago in regard to food. We are beginning to recognise how toxic news, and
newsy stories, can be.

9

Perhaps it can be said that there are no good or bad stories. The power to astonish
that stories have is true even of seemingly long or complicated novels that no one 85
is said to read (but they do anyway). A sensitive, educated man is madly in love
with an eighteen-year-old girl! Yikes! What happened? Are you serious? What will
they do next? It took us so long, and so many long sentences, to find that out —
but it was worth it. The interesting questions about stories, which, as they say, have
fuelled the interests of people for millennia — and will excite them for millennia 90
more — are what makes the enduring ones so different from the dull ones, and
whether the good ones really make us better people, or just make us people who
happen to have heard a good story.
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2
Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions which follow
below. Note that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of
your use of English throughout this paper.

For
Examiner’s
Use

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your
answer, you must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given
to answers which only copy words or phrases from the passage.
1

How do the closing sentences of the first paragraph (lines 6-7) establish the
appeal of stories? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

2

What reasons does the author provide in lines 8-12 to support her claim that
‘we all like stories’? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

3

In lines 12-16, how does the author support her idea that ‘different people like
different kinds of morals in their stories’? Use your own words as far as
possible.
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[2]
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3
4

In paragraph 3, what distinctions does the author draw between the grooming
and gossiping that primates practise and the telling of stories by humans? Use
your own words as far as possible.

For
Examiner’s
Use

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[3]
5

Explain the author’s use of the phrase ‘may or may not be true’ in line 27.
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[1]

6

In paragraph 4, what similarity does the author see between ‘strong scientific
theories’ and ‘good stories’? Use your own words as far as possible.
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[2]
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7

Using material from paragraphs 5-7 only (lines 37-71), summarise what the
author has to say about the benefits and problems that are associated with
stories.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening
words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Stories are beneficial because …………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..….
……………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………[8]
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8

How does the author show that ‘stories, in the form of news, are to the mind
what sugar is to the body’ (lines 75-76)? Use your own words as far as
possible.

For
Examiner’s
Use

…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[3]
9

Explain the irony in lines 84-86.
...……….…………………………………………………………………..……………
……..…………………………………………………………………………..……..[1]

10 How is the idea that stories will excite people for ‘millennia more’ (lines 90-91)
reflected in the opening lines (lines 1-3) of paragraph 1?
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
..……..………………………………………………………………………………..[1]
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6
11 In this article, the author writes about why stories are so enduring and shares
some of the concerns she has with them.

For
Examiner’s
Use

To what extent do you agree or disagree with her views? Illustrate your answer
by referring to the ways in which you and your society regard stories.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

For
Examiner’s
Use

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………..……………………………………………………………[10]
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2017 PU3 Preliminary Examination II
Answer Scheme
Q1. How do the closing sentences of the first paragraph (lines 6-7) establish the appeal of
stories? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From the passage

Suggested response

Everything – faith, science, love – needs a
story for people to find it plausible. No story,
no sale.

(a) Regardless of the subjects/ subject
matters/ topics,
(b) stories are necessary (a+b 1m)
(c) for people to believe in them/ buy into
them. (1m)
*Degree has to be shown for (a).

Q2. What reasons does the author provide to support his claim that ‘we all like stories’ (line 8)?
Use your own words as far as possible. Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From the passage

Suggested response

When we do not have a story we look for
one. Journalists chasing a news lead will go
to extreme ends to pursue their subjects. Boy
scouts sitting round a camp fire have it easier;
they make it up as the tale unfolds. Religions
are so successful because they tell stories,
though, to be sure, some of their stories have
nice morals and some are not nice at all.

(a) We like stories because we will create
stories (b) when they are absent/ not found/
missing. (a+b 1m)
(c) Also, religions are popular/ have a wide
following because they are able to make use
of stories to attract followers. (1m)
*For (a), accept answers which cite the
examples of journalists and boy scouts, but
not if they merely paraphrase the examples.

Q3. In paragraph 3, the author suggests that ‘different people like different kinds of morals in
their stories’ (line 13). How is this claim supported by the examples given in lines 13-17? Use
your own words as far as possible. [2]
From the passage

Suggested response

Some draw inspiration from the stories of
entrepreneurs who made good despite the
odds they faced in life.
fe..
Some never cease to be
e fascinated
fasscina
ated
d by the
he
heroic tales from the distant
diisttan
antt past.
pa
ast. Yet
Yet others
otthe
hers
rs
will never skip an episode
sode
de off their
t e
th
eiir favourite
favour
fa
urititte
ur
family drama on television.
evis
sion
io
on.

a) The examples consist of varied/ a range of
stories (1m)
b) wh
which
related to/ to do
w
ich feature/ with
wititith
th morals
mo
with
h
(i)
resilience,
( ) re
(i
esili
sili
si
lien
ence
en
c ,
(ii)
(ii)) personal
(i
person
pe
on
nal
a sacrifices
sacr
(iii)
household/
(iiiiii)) coping
cop
pin
ng with domestic/
d
social/
socciall/ everyday
so
e eryday situations/ conflicts.
ev
OR maintaining family
relationships/
f
resolving conflicts at home
*For (b), any 2 points for 1m
*Morals must be clearly stated for (b).
*Allow lifting of ‘family’.
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Q4. In paragraph 3, what distinctions does the author draw between the grooming and gossiping
that primates practise and the telling of stories by humans? Use your own words as far as
possible. [3]
From the passage

Suggested response

…since human groups are roughly three
times larger than other primate groups, gossip
was no longer enough to produce the
opiates that make social interaction
pleasant for primates.

a) While the primates are able to derive
satisfaction/ a feel-good experience from
grooming and gossiping, humans can only
do so through the telling of stories in a larger
group. (1m)

We started sharing stories about people as a
way of drawing each other closer, apart from
passing idle time.

b) Also, humans tell stories for bonding and
leisure. (1m)

Indeed, to this day, almost all talk of this
nature, is gossip and grooming, though the
removal of bodily pests is no longer
necessary.

c) Unlike the primates, humans do not get rid
of lice while telling stories. (1m)
*Allow lifting of ‘lice’ and ‘pests’ for (c).

Q5. Explain the author’s use of the phrase ‘may or may not be true’ in line 28. [1]
From the passage

Suggested response
He is suggesting that… his explanation of
how storytelling comes about is (a) probably
not true/ has little basis/ not accurate/ is just/
no more than a story. (1m)
OR
… (a) it does not matter whether his
explanation is true or not. (1m)

Q6. In paragraph 4, what similarity does the author see between ‘strong scientific theories’ and
‘good stories’? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From the passage

Suggested response

It is that they make claims
aim
ms so
so astonishing
ast
s on
nis
i hing
ng
ntly
y ve
ery d
iffe
ere
rent
n from
fro
rom
m
that they seem instantly
very
different
all the other stories we
have
ever
eh
ave ev
av
ver
e heard.
hea
e rd
rd.

They both make as
a
sse
a) They
assertions/
suggestions/
invo
involve
olvve st
stat
statements
atem
at
e en
em
nts
t tthat
ha
at a
are
(a+b 1m)
b)) so
so shocking/
sh
hoc
ock
king
ki
ng/ unbelievable
un
unbe
nbe
belilev
c) that
totally new/
that they
th
hey sound
sou
ound
ou
nd like something
so
groundbreaking.
groundbreaking (1m)
*Degree has to be shown for (c) (‘so
astonishing… all the other stories’).
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Q7. Using material from paragraphs 5-7 only, summarise what the author has to say about the
benefits and problems that are associated with stories.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]
Stories benefit us because…
A1

Studies show that people who read a lot of
novels have better social

…they help people develop
interaction skills,

A2

and empathetic abilities,

and the abilities to feel for others

A3

are more skilful navigators, than those who
do not.

and find directions.

And if these claims seem almost too large to
argue, the more central claim — that stories
increase our empathy, (… — seems too
absurd even to argue with.)



B4

and make societies work better by
encouraging us to behave ethically

They teach us to do the right thing/
act morally.

C5

Stories are also a great way to bring parents
and their children together.

Stories help parents and children to
bond/ strengthen their relationship,

D6

As children grow older, they will be on the
move —playing, running, and constantly
exploring their environment.

especially for parents with active/
more independent/ grown up
children.

Snuggling up with a book allows both parent
and child to slow down and recapture that
sweet, cuddly time they enjoyed when the child
was a baby.

Stories will help both parents and their
children to relive/ enjoy the happy
moments when the children were
babies.

E7

Numerous studies have also shown that
students who are exposed to reading stories
before preschool are more likely to do well in
all facets of formal education.

In addition, students who read stories
perform better in school,

E8

After all, if a student struggles to put together
words and sentences, how can he be
expected to grasp
ras
sp the
he mathematics,
mathe
ema
m tics
cs,, science,
cs
s ience,
sc
ie e,
ie
cept
ptts he
he will
will be
b presented
prese
sent
se
nted
nt
ed with
ed
with
h
and social concepts
when he beginss primary
priima
mary
r school?
sch
ho
oo
ol?
?

because they are equipped with the
basic skills to master/ understand
different subjects
su
ubjjec earlier.

F9

A recent report estimated
essti
tima
tima
matted that
tha
hatt a significant
ha
siign
nifficcan
nt
majority of young
ng adults
d t listened
liste
t ned
d to online
onl
nlin
nl
ine radio
in
radi
dio
weekly.
But some research has shown that people who
listen to the narration of a passage, like the
audio storytelling found in traditional
audiobooks, remember less information,

However,
Ho
owe
w ve
er,
r, young
young adults who listen to
online
broadcast
on
nline
eb
roadcast or recordings of
stories
t i are more likely to forget the
stories they hear,
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F10

are less interested in the content,

F11

and are more likely to daydream than those
who read the same book out loud or silently to
themselves.

G12

H13

I14

With the internet, the stories we encounter
today are sometimes more than what they
appear to be.
People are attracted to stories circulating on
the internet, more so if they are stories of
tragedy, perversion, penance or plain, old
scandal.
A major problem in this regard is that, for the
most part, we are so used to negative
messages that we are not even aware when
we are imbibing them.

are less concerned/ do not care
much about the information they
receive,
and are more likely to be distracted.
People are also drawn to/ interested
in sensational/ dramatic stories when
they find them online.

In fact, these stories are/have become
so common/ accessible that

(see J15)

people blindly accept them (+J15),

Nowadays, it is easy to find [an endless
number of negative messages] (H13) in
stories of all shades and forms that
discourage us from being proactive and
going forth into the world.

even though they prevent/ hinder us
from taking the initiative to help
others.

J15

We no longer question the stories that we
hear or read, and we even pass them on.

<H13/J15>

K16

In a world characterised by steadily
decreasing attention spans and rampantly
increasing information onslaughts,

As our society has
become one that is swamped by
information,
OR
become one in which people are no
longer able to cope with the deluge
of information,
<H13 – common vs K16 – swamped>

K17

the temptation to simplify and summarise

people just want to avoid complexity/
probing/ having to think too hard

K18

n top
op
p of
of fa
acts
s an
a
d fiction
fict
ctio
ct
io
on that
t at
th
just to keep on
facts
and
im
imme
mmens
me
ens
n e.
come our way iss immense.

in order
orrd
de
err to
to m
ma
anag process the
in
manage/
stor
st
torriie
es they
they encounter.
enc
n o
stories

*Please do not re-number
ber
err the
the
e points
poiint
n s ass tthey
he
ey rreflect
effle
l ctt tthe
h poi
he
points
oiint
ntss wh
whic
which
i h are re
ic
related.



Points

1-2

3-4

5-6

7

8-9

10-11

12-13

14-18

Marks

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

4
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

Q8. How does the author show that ‘stories in the form of news is to the mind what sugar is to
the body’ (lines 75-76)? Use your own words as far as possible. [3]
From the passage

Suggested response

News is easy to digest. The media feeds us
small bites of trivial matter, tidbits that do not
really concern our lives and do not require
thinking.

a) Just as the body is able to ingest/ take in
sugar without effort, news do not require
much analysis.
*Idea of mind must be shown. (1m)

That is why we experience almost no
saturation. Unlike reading books and long
magazine articles (which require thinking), we
can swallow limitless quantities of news
flashes, stories which are brightly coloured
candies for the mind.

b) As such, we will not feel overloaded with
either/ too much sugar or news/ no matter how
much sugar and news we are given. (1m)

Today, we have reached the same point in
relation to information that we faced twenty
years ago in regard to food. We are beginning
to recognise how toxic news, and newsy
stories, can be.

c) Both sugar and news are harmful to the
body and the mind. (1m)
*Comparison must be clear.

Q9. Explain the irony in lines 85-87. [1]
From the passage

Suggested response

The power to astonish that stories have is
true even of seemingly long or complicated
novels that no one is said to read (but they
do anyway).

a) Long and complicated novels are supposed
to be so unattractive/ such a put off/ so boring
that people will not read them.
b) But instead/ in reality, they are appealing
enough for people to read them.
(1m)
*Do not accept ‘the reverse is true’. The irony
and contrast must be clear.

Q10. Which idea in the opening lines (lines 1-3) of paragraph 1 is reflected in the phrase ‘will
excite them for millennia
Use
as
[1]
ia more’
more’
mo
re
e’ (line
(lline 92)?
92) Us
se your
y ur own
yo
own words
ds a
s far
fa
ar as
as possible.
p
From the passage

Sug
ug
gge
est
stted
ed
d response
res
e po
pons
n e
Suggested

Stories, more than the
e wi
wisdom
isd
dom
m tthat
ha
at ha
hass be
been
en
n
passed down through
gh the ages, are the
e
building blocks of human character and
society, and look likely to last longer than
fossil fuel.

IItt is the
he
e iidea
d a that
de
th
ha stories
storie will remain a part of
society fo
time.
for a ve
very long ti
OR
The new generations will continue to tell
stories. (1m)
*Degree and context have to be shown.
*Allow lifting of ‘society’.
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Q11. In this passage, the author writes about why stories are so enduring and some of the
concerns she has with them. To what extent do you agree or disagree with her views? Illustrate
your answer by referring to the ways in which you and your society regard stories. [10]
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Answer one question from this Paper.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. ‘The Arts are a luxury and not a necessity.’ Discuss this view with reference to
your society.

2. ‘All languages are equally valuable.’ Comment.
3. ‘History cannot be relied upon to tell the truth.’ Do you agree?
4. Does being educated always make one’s life better?
5. ‘Public figures should not be forgiven for their wrongdoings.’ Do you agree?
6. ‘There is no cause for optimism today.’ What is your view?
7. How far has the Internet made it harder for businesses to survive today?
8. To what extent does the presence of a foreign power have a negative effect?
9. How far does the government have the right to restrict the freedom of its
people?
10. ‘Young people today are overprotected.’ How true is this of your society?
11. Should the advancement of artificial intelligence be a cause for concern?
12. ‘Profit should not be the primary aim of the health industry.’ Discuss.
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Susan B. Kaiser writes about how fashion and identity are closely linked
1

2

3

4

5

In 2013, Clément Méric, a leftwing activist, and his friends had gone shopping for Fred Perry
tops on offer in a summer sale. After leaving the store, they found themselves confronted by
far-right skinheads. Méric was punched in the face, fell, and suffered a fatal blow to the
head. The French media immediately began to consider whether the tragedy signalled a
huge escalation of far-right extremism. As they did, it became apparent that the British
clothing line was at the centre of this terrible tragedy by becoming affiliated with the
movements on both ends of the political spectrum. It is for this reason Fred Perry sought to
broaden its appeal by signing the tennis champion, Andy Murray, and the late singersongwriter, Amy Winehouse, to model its products, in the hope of removing the political
association.
Yet, fashion and clothing have always been closely linked with the human society, the focus
of humanities and the social sciences, with identity being one of the most compelling and
contentious concepts in the latter. Fashion becomes inextricably implicated in constructions
and reconstructions of identity: how we represent the contradictions and ourselves in our
everyday lives. Through appearance style (personal interpretations of, and resistances to,
fashion), individuals announce who they are and who they hope to become. Moreover, they
express who they do not want to be or become. Appearance style is a complex metaphor for
identity that includes physical features (for example, skin, bodily shape, hair texture) as well
as clothing and grooming practices. Because the latter are especially susceptible to change,
individuals are prone to fluctuating and fluid ways of understanding themselves in relation to
others within the larger context of fashion change.
An individual’s clothing visually articulates multiple and overlapping identities such as
gender, race, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, age, national identity, personal interests,
aesthetic, and politics. Not all of these identities are consciously present at any given
moment; power relations influence one's awareness of one identity or another. Privileged
identities (such as whiteness, masculinity, heterosexuality) are often taken for granted as
being "normal" or "natural." But because identities intersect, their representation is seldom
simple. From a cultural studies perspective, identities have not only histories but also
futures. They come from somewhere, they are complex and contradictory, and they enable
us to express who we might become.
Expressing who we are and are becoming in words can be a challenge; appearance style
seems to offer a way of articulating a statement that is difficult to put into words - that is,
emerging and intersecting identities. In fact, it is easier to put into words who we want to
avoid being or looking like (that is, not feminine, not too sleazy, no longer a child) than it is to
articulate who we are. The interaction between various identities, which include the interplay
between youth versus age, masculinity versus femininity, or high versus low status, among
many other possibilities within and across identities, creates ambivalences. Sociologists
identify ambivalences as the "fuel" or ongoing inspiration for fashion change.
Although for centuries, clothing had been a principal means for identifying oneself (for
example, by occupation, regional identity, religion, social class) in public spaces, the
twentieth century witnessed a wider array of subcultural groupings that visually marked their
difference from the dominant culture and their peers by utilising the props of material and
commercial culture. The "teenage phenomenon" of the 1950s and 1960s made this very
apparent by fostering an awareness of age identity as it intersected with a variety of musical
and personal preferences - all coded through appearance styles. The social movements
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(civil rights, feminist, gay and lesbian rights) of the late 1960s and early 1970s further
accentuated stylistic means for constructing and transgressing racialised, ethnic, gender,
and sexual identities.
6

7

8

Modernity, with the attendant fragmentation and dislocation, is then said to have caused the
modern fashion consumers to move away from a concern with elaborate artifice toward one
of individual expression. Fashion designers then used the runway as a means to feed this
newfound desire to be heard. They speak out about the political climate, addressing issues
from diversity to women's rights through their design concepts. Fashion is a sponge in terms
of what is happening in culture. Fashion takes it in and it comes out in certain ways, and the
climate will produce a lot of creativity. Several models at Nicholas K had their looks topped
off with black or gold berets. The caps clearly mirrored those worn by the Black Panthers, a
militant group that defended minorities during the civil rights movement. The brand's
designers said that the '90s was a decade promising communal diversity and unity, and
attributed the first step in that change to Nelson Mandela's release from prison. However,
Desigual, a Spanish label, made a more subtle statement. Its collection pulled together
different colours and materials to communicate diversity. This is because at Desigual, they
do not dress bodies; they dress people to allow them to be who they want to be.
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the punk movement. In a 2016 January show,
fashion icon Vivienne Westwood dedicated the collection to David Bowie, who was punk
before there was a word for it and spawned a generation of pop stars who would manipulate
the codes of tailoring in their own subversive way. In that season, it was hard to look at the
parades of opulent suits and military uniforms that filled the runways without thinking of two
of them, namely Prince and Michael Jackson. Scrubbed-up 1980s by-products of the hippy
and punk movements, they reappropriated masculine power values through their wardrobes.
Jackson’s dressmaker Michael Bush once referred to his client’s look as "Liberace goes to
war". In a world that has lost both Jackson and Prince, menswear has to process what the
legacies of these superstars mean to the way men dress. Reactionary times call for
reactionary measures, and that military uniforms have been given the fairy-tale treatment in
a war-mongering era of Trump and Putin, is not a coincidence.
In fashion, you can be certain of one thing: uniforms are never not political. As Mussolini –
no doubt a uniform fetishist – noted in 1930, in an inadvertent punk moment decades before
it existed, ‘Any power whatsoever is destined to fail before fashion. If fashion says skirts are
short, you will not succeed in lengthening them, even with the guillotine.’
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Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks will
be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you
must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only
copy words or phrases from the passage.
1.

In paragraph 1, explain how the endorsement by Murray and Winehouse helps to remove the
political association with the Fred Perry clothing line. Use your own words as far as
possible.

[2]
2.

What is the author implying about the death of Méric by her use of the word “tragedy” in
line 4?

[1]
3.

Why does the author place inverted commas around the words “normal” and “natural” in
line 27? Use your own words as far as possible.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

[2]

2
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4.

Explain what the author means by calling the personal preferences “coded” (line 45). Use
your own words as far as possible.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

5.

[2]

In paragraph 5, what difference does the author see between clothing as a principal means
of identifying oneself in the past and in the present? Use your own words as far as
possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ [2]

6.

What is the author’s purpose in describing fashion as a “sponge” (line 53)? Use your own
words as far as possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ [2]

7.

In paragraph 6, what contrast does the author make between the ways Nicholas K and
Desigual reflected communal diversity? Use your own words as far as possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ [2]
3
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8.

Explain the author’s use of the word “spawned” in line 65. Use your own words as far as
possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

9.

[1]

Explain what the author means by military uniforms have been given “the fairy-tale treatment”
(line 73) and how this is a reactionary measure against the “war-mongering era” (line 74).
Use your own words as far as possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ [2]

10.

Which aspect of the author’s argument in the last paragraph is reinforced by the quotation
from Mussolini? Use your own words as far as possible.
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

__[1]
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11.

Using material from paragraphs 2-4 only (lines 11-38), summarise what the
author has to say about the close link between fashion and the identity of individuals.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Fashion and the identity of individuals are closely linked ____________________

_

__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________[8]

5


Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

12.

Susan B. Kaiser discusses the role that fashion plays in the expression of identities.
How far would you agree with her observations, relating your arguments to your own
society?
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6
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__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ [10]
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NYJC J2 Prelim Exam 2017
Suggested Answer Scheme
1.

In paragraph 1, explain how the endorsement by Murray and Winehouse helps
to remove the political association with the Fred Perry clothing line. Use your
own words as far as possible.

From the text
As they did, it became apparent
that the British clothing line was
at the centre of this terrible
tragedy by becoming affiliated
with the movements on both
ends of the political spectrum. It
is for this reason Fred Perry
sought to broaden its appeal
by
signing
the
tennis
champion, Andy Murray, and
the late singer-songwriter,
Amy Winehouse, to model its
products, in the hope of
removing
the
political
association. (lines 5-10)

Suggested Answer
It is because Andy Murray and the late Amy
Winehouse, are
a)
two popular celebrities/ two public figures
b) who are in areas not associated with
politics/not politicians.
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2.



What is the author implying about the death of Meric by her use of the word
“tragedy” in line 4?

From the text
Suggested Answer
In 2013, Clément Méric, a
leftwing activist, and his friends
had gone shopping for Fred a)
The author is implying that Meric’s death was
Perry tops on offer in a
needless when all he did was to shop for a
summer sale. After leaving the
Fred Perry top. [1]
store, they found themselves
confronted
by
far-right
skinheads. Méric was punched OR
in the face, fell, and suffered a
fatal blow to the head. The a)
French
media
immediately
The author is implying that Meric died for a
began to consider whether the
very trivial reason by choosing to shop for an
tragedy signalled a huge
item of clothing at Fred Perry.[1]
escalation
of
far-right
extremism. As they did, it
became apparent that the
British clothing line was at the
centre of this terrible tragedy by
becoming affiliated with the
movements on both ends of the
political spectrum. (lines 1-7)
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3.



Why does the author place inverted commas around the words “normal” and
“natural” in line 27? Use your own words as far as possible.

From the text

Suggested Answer
a. The author disagrees with the
Not all of these identities are
assumption that privileged identities are
consciously present at any given
innate and right (1)
moment;
power
relations
influence one's awareness of
because these advantaged
one identity or another. b.
characteristics are/ entitled status in society
Privileged identities (such as
is actually dictated/determined/artificial/
whiteness,
masculinity,
externally imposed by those who have
heterosexuality) are often
influence in society (1)
taken for granted as being
"normal" or "natural." (lines
Note: 1m for (a) and 1m for (b)
24-27)
Do not allow lift of ‘normal’ or ‘natural’

3
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4.



Explain what the author means by calling the personal preferences “coded”
(line 45). Use your own words as far as possible.

From the text
Suggested Answer
Although for centuries a)
He means that the personal preferences of
clothing had been a
teenagers in terms of fashion choices are
principal means for
symbolic/cryptic/have a hidden agenda /are
identifying oneself …
The
"teenage
oblique indicators (1)
phenomenon" of the
1950s and 1960s made b)
of their personality /to indicate a person’s
this very apparent by
personality/to indicate what they hope others
fostering an awareness
will perceive them as/to indicate their individual
of age identity as it
likes and dislikes (1)
intersected
with
a
variety of musical and
personal preferences all
coded
through
appearance styles. The
social movements (civil
rights, feminist, gay and
lesbian rights) of the late
1960s and early 1970s
further
accentuated
stylistic
means
for
constructing
and
transgressing racialised,
ethnic,
gender,
and
sexual identities. (lines
39-48)

4
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5.



In paragraph 5, what difference does the author see between clothing as a
principal means of identifying oneself in the past and in the present? Use your
own words as far as possible.

From the text
Suggested Answer
Although for centuries clothing a)
In the past, clothing was used to show they
had been a principal means for
belonged to a group,
identifying
oneself
(for
example,
by
occupation,
regional identity, religion, b)
but in the present/the twentieth century,
social class) in public spaces,
people
use
clothing
to
distinguish
the twentieth century witnessed
a wider array of subcultural
themselves from the mainstream culture
groupings that visually marked
and their contemporaries.
their difference from the
dominant culture and their
peers by utilising the props of
material
and
commercial
culture.
The
"teenage
phenomenon" of the 1950s and
1960s made this very apparent
by fostering an awareness of
age identity as it intersected
with a variety of musical and
personal preferences - all coded
through appearance styles. The
social movements (civil rights,
feminist, gay and lesbian rights)
of the late 1960s and early
1970s
further
accentuated
stylistic means for constructing
and transgressing racialised,
ethnic, gender, and sexual
identities. (lines 39-48)

5
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6. What is the author’s purpose in describing fashion as a “sponge” (line 53)? Use
your own words as far as possible.
From the text
Modernity, with the attendant
fragmentation and dislocation,
is then said to have caused
the
modern
fashion
consumers to move away
from a concern with elaborate
artifice
toward
one
of
individual
expression.
Fashion designers then used
the runway as a means to
feed this newfound desire to
be heard. They speak out
about the political climate,
addressing
issues
from
diversity to women's rights
through their design concepts.
Fashion is a sponge in
terms of what is happening
in culture. Fashion takes it
in and it comes out in
certain ways, and the
climate will produce a lot of
creativity. (lines 49-55)

Suggested Answer
a) The author’s purpose is to use an analogy
readers can relate to. (1)
b1) Just as a sponge soaks up the liquid it is
immersed in,
b2) fashion, likewise, encapsulates/absorbs
the socio-political climate of the day to
represent what it means to the individual. (1)
OR
b1) Just as a sponge soaks up the liquid it is
immersed in,
b2) fashion, likewise, encapsulates/ absorbs
the socio-political climate of the day to
generate/produce/construct/craft /come up
with new/innovative designs/ideas. (1)

Note: (b1) and (b2) = 1m

7. In paragraph 6, what contrast does the author make between the ways Nicholas K
and Desigual reflected communal diversity? Use your own words as far as
possible.
Sugg
Su
gges
gg
este
es
ted Answer
te
A sw
An
swerr
From the text
Suggested
Several models at Nicholas
Niich
hollas K a)
a)
had their looks topped
Nicholas
amongst the
ped
d off
off with
wit
ith
th
N
Ni
chol
ch
olas
ol
as K shows
sho
hows
ws the
ws
the cohesion
cohe
black or gold berets.
different
groups in a
s The caps
diff
ferent groups/races/ cultural
cul
clearly mirrored those worn
direct/obvious manner.
by the Black Panthers, a
militant group that defended
minorities during the civil rights b)
movement.
The
brand's
On the other hand, Desigual, adopted a more
6
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designers said that the '90s
was a decade promising
communal diversity and unity,
and attributed the first step in
that
change
to
Nelson
Mandela's release from prison.
However, Desigual, a Spanish
label, made a more subtle
statement. Its collection pulled
together different colours and
materials
to
communicate
diversity. (lines 55-61)



indirect/less obvious approach.
Note: 0 OR 2m [Answer must show contrast].

8.
Explain the author’s use of the word “spawned” in line 65. Use your own
words as far as possible.
From the text
This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the punk
movement. In a 2016 January
show, fashion icon Vivienne
Westwood
dedicated
the
collection to David Bowie, who
was punk before there was a
word for it, and spawned a
generation of pop stars who
would manipulate the codes
of tailoring in their own
subversive way. (lines 63-66)
9.

Suggested Answer
The author uses the word to highlight that David
Bowie was the individual who gave rise to the
brood/group of pop stars who used fashion to
undermine/rebel against the mainstream
culture/ the establishment.

Explain what the author means by military uniforms have been given “the fairytale treatment” (line 73) and how this is a reactionary measure to the “warmongering era”. Use your own words as far as possible.

Sugg
Su
gges
gg
este
es
te Answer
ted
A swer
An
From the text
Suggested
Reactionary times
s call
ca ffor
orr a)
surres, a
nd
reactionary measures,
and
By fairy tale treatment,
ttrrea
atm
t en
ent,
t, the
the
h author means that
that military uniforms
have
orms
ms h
ms
ave
av
e
military
u
n fo
ni
orm
rmss
uniforms
have
been
been given the fairy-tale
romanticised
d/glamourised [1]
romanticised/glamourised.
i
treatment in a war-mongering
era of Trump and Putin, is not
a coincidence.
b)
(lines 73-74)
This is to soften the violent/ aggressive
atmosphere of the period.
7
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OR
b)
This is to contrast/contradict the
violent/aggressive reality/period. [1]

10. Which aspect of the author’s argument in the last paragraph is reinforced by the
quotation from Mussolini? Use your own words as far as possible.
From the text
In fashion you can be certain
of one thing: uniforms are
never not political. (line 75)

Suggested Answer
Fashion trends can influence the political
climate/opinions
of
society.
Therefore,
politicians should not ignore the political
influence of fashion/fashion designers.
Note: Accept if students refer to uniforms
rather than fashion.

8
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11. Using material from paragraphs 2-4 only (lines 11-38), summarise what the
author has to say about the close link between fashion and the identity of
individuals.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening
words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.

Fashion

and

the

identity

of

individuals

are

closely

…………………………………………………………………………………
Lifted
1

2

3
4

5
6

7
8
9

linked

Paraphrased

Fashion
becomes
inextricably
implicated in constructions and
reconstructions of identity
[lines 13-14]

because fashion is the means by
which people create/build/present
and re-create their sense of
self/personality/individuality/uniquene
ss
how we represent the contradictions and the inconsistencies/clashes/
and ourselves in our everyday lives incongruities in our daily lives.
[lines 14-15]
OR
and contradictory [line 29]
Through appearance style (personal The way individuals see/perceive/
interpretations of, [line15]
fashion
and resistances to, fashion), [lines and
their
opposition
to
15-16]
fashion//reluctance
to
follow
fashion/the latest trends/struggles
with the current trends
[Note: Allow lift of ‘fashion’]
individuals announce who they are are the means by which people assert
[line 16]
their identity/proclaim their sense of
self/ personality/uniqueness
and who they hope to become.
and the personality they wish to
[line 16]
develop/who they aspire to be
OR
ble
e us to
to express
expr
presss who
pr
w o
wh
and they enable
om
me.
e.
we might become.
[lines 29-30]
Moreover, theyy express
expre
xp
pre
ress
sss who
who
wh
o th
they
hey
yd
do
o orr who
o th
they
ey d
do
o not want to be
e
[lin
[l
lin
ines
es 16-17]
166 17
17]]
not want to be
[lines
associ
as
c at
ci
ated
d with
with
associated
or become.
or grow/develop into/evolve
in
to.
[line 17]
Appearance style is
metaphor for identity
[lines 17-18]

a

complex Appearance
style/fashion
is
complicated
manifestation/representation/

a

9
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19

Expressing who we are and are
becoming in words can be a
challenge; appearance style seems to
offer a way of articulating a
statement that is difficult to put
into words - that is, emerging and
intersecting identities. [lines 31-33]

Fashion is a means to express our
interconnecting
and
evolving/developing
personality
that
is
problematic/hard
to
verbalise/communicate.

20

In fact, it is easier to put into words
who we want to avoid being or
looking like (that is, not feminine, not
too sleazy, no longer a child) than it
is to articulate who we are.
[lines 33-35]

Fashion facilitates/enables us to
show/reveal our identity, and with
whom we do not want to be
associated, better than verbal
means.
OR
It is less difficult to verbalise the
personality we do not want to be
associated with than to verbalise
our true personality.

21

22

The interaction between various
identities, which include the interplay
between
youth
versus
age,
masculinity versus femininity, or high
versus low status, among many other
possibilities
within
and
across
identities, creates ambivalences.
[lines 35-37]
Sociologists identity ambivalences as
the "fuel" or ongoing inspiration
for fashion change. [lines 37-38]

The interconnection between the
different identities gives rise to two
opposing feelings/Our expression
of our personalities conveys two
opposing feelings.

This encourages/stimulates/allows
for/enables/engenders/acts as a
catalyst for the
modifications/variations in fashion.

Marks scheme
1-2 pts = 1m
3-4 pts =2m
5-6 pts = 3m
7-8 pts = 4m
9-10 pts = 5m
11-12 pts = 6m
13-14 pts = 7m
15 pts and above = 8m
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Application Question:
12. Susan B. Kaiser discusses the role that fashion plays in the expression of identities. How far would you agree with her observations,
relating your arguments to your own society?
[10]
Possible Ideas from Agree to a large extent
Text

Disagree to a large extent

1. Through appearance
style
(personal
interpretations of, and
resistances to, fashion),
individuals
announce
who they are and who
they
hope
to
become.(Para 2: lines
15-16)

EV:

EV:

While Singaporeans do not claim to be fashionistas, they
do exhibit a distinctively Singaporean fashion sense – flip
flops and bermudas with casual cotton tops on weekends
and generally dark coloured smart clothes for work. This
is due to the hot humid weather which makes dressing
comfortably sensible. However, offices are air-conditioned
and more formal dress is expected.
p
For some p
professions,
such as lawyers
wyer
e s an
er
and
nd ba
bank
bankers,
n ers,
s, lladies
a ies
ad
s ar
are
re ex
e
expected
p cted tto
pe
o wear
discreet dresses
ress
s ess or
or suits
su
uits
t while
w ili e long
wh
ng sleeved
sle
eev
e ed
d shirts
shirts
t and
a d
an
dress pants.
ts. Sometimes
So
om
met
e imes
ess ties
tie
i s are
a e de
ar
e riguer
rig
iguer
ue
er for
f r men.
fo
me
In
In
other more
e laid
lai
a d back
ba
ack professions,
pro
ofe
f ss
s ions
n , dress
ns
dres
dr
esss codes
ess
c des
co
de
es are
arre more
ore
relaxed.

There are, however, some who really do not much care
what they wear. Their concerns are not about projecting
their personalities or affiliations. It is not a case of
personal style, as they may not even be aware of it, but
because of the exigencies of their circumstances. The
very young, schoolgoing children, the elderly or the
disabled, and the p
poor, wear what they are given, what is
prescribed,, possible
po
oss
s ibl or available respectively.

According
A
cco
ord
r in
ng to a Straits
Stra Times report, suitable clothes, much
less fashionable
fashionable clothes,
clo
for the elderly or the disabled are
in short supply in Singapore. Buttons and zips which are
EG #1:
taken for granted are challenges for them. School going
Job Street, a major Singapore online job website, advises children are required to wear uniforms. The possibilities
candidates to pay as much attention to their dress as they for personal interpretation are limited, especially by the
do to their resumes. They should dress according to the presence of the disciplinary committees in schools. For
13
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culture of their prospective companies so as to project the the poor, beggars cannot be choosers. (Straits Times, 11
right image.
December 2012,)
2.
Although
for
centuries clothing had
been a principal means
for identifying oneself
(for
example,
by
occupation,
regional
identity, religion, social
class) in public spaces,
the twentieth century
witnessed a wider
array of subcultural
groupings
that
visually marked their
difference from the
dominant culture and
their peers by utilising
the props of material
and
commercial
culture. (Para 5: lines
39 -43)

EV:
In recent years, Singaporeans have judiciously lapped up
many foreign cultural exports and icons as a result of
media exposure and also increased frequency of travelling
for work and leisure. One key area the ideas and thinking
from abroad has greatly influenced Singaporeans is none
other than fashion sense from these parts. The sartorial
influence exerted by singers and actors and other
celebrities from these countries is so strong that there are
throngs of Singaporeans who look different from the
average Singaporeans. A glance at the daytime office
crowds in Shenton Way and party goers at Orchard Road
in the evening
g will reveal manyy Singaporeans
g
with a
fashion sense
ense
e and
d outlook
o tl
ou
tlook
l
that
th
hat seemed
see
e me
ee
med to have
havve been
inspired by the
th
he latest
l test
la
s Western,
Wes
este
tern, Japanese
te
J pa
Ja
ane
n se
e and
nd very
nd
ver
ey
prominentlyy these
t es
th
e e days,
days, Korean
K re
Ko
r an
a stars,
stars,
s and
an
nd these
t ese
th
e trends
tren
en
e
nd
dss
cut acrosss gender
gen
e de
er and
a d age
an
ag groups
grrou
g
oups
p and
ps
and
d even
eve
ven
n include
i clud
in
ud
de
fashion statements
atem
men
nts like
lik
ike
e piercing
p er
pi
e ci
c ng
g and
and
d tattoos,
tat
a toos
at
os,, that
os
th
hat
a formerly
for
o merly
just did not
ot get
get
et the
he kind
kin
ind
d of
o mainstream
mai
a ns
n tr
t ea
e m acceptance
acce
ac
cce
ept
p an
a ce that
tha
at
they have now.

EG:
Korean fashion, or K-fashion, characterised to be “edgier”
14
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and consisting of what is described as streetwear, is
definitely taking root in Singapore, with industry watchers
predicting the trend as more than a flash in the pan.
Retailers - from big-name department stores to online
shops - have started to offer more South Korean brands,
with local businesses springing up to meet the demand. Mr
Samuel Tan, course manager of retail management in
Temasek Polytechnic's School of Business, says: "The
popularity is largely due to Korean celebrities who
command much influence on fashion trends, such as
musician G-Dragon and actor Kim Soo Hyun from the
Korean drama, My Love From The Star." Independent
streetwear brands and contemporary designers such as
avant-garde menswear label Juun.J have been gaining
popularity in Singapore as well, thanks to recent
advertisement campaigns fronted by Korean rapper and
singer G-Dragon
Dragon (whose real name is Kwon Ji Yong) and
Taeyang (whose
whose
os real
real
ea
a name
name
m is
is Dong
D ng
Do
g Young
You
oung
ung
g Bae).
Bae
a ). Both
Bot
o h are
members of the
he
e music
musicc group,
gro
oup
u , Big
B g Bang.
Bi
Bang
Ba
ng. French
ng
Fren
r ch
h luxury
luxxu
urry
brand, Chanel,
anel,
e launched
lau
unched
ed its
itts cruise
crui
uise
ui
ise
e collection
col
o lect
ctio
on in
i Seoul
Seo
eo
oul and
and
nd
appointed G-Dr
G-Dragon
D ag
Dr
gon as one of its
its
ts brand
bra
and
d ambassadors
amb
bas
assa
s dors in
May
last
last
s
year..
(http://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/fashion/koreanw.stra
tra
rait
itst
it
stim
st
i ess.c
im
com
o /l
/ if
ie
esstyle
ty
y /ffasshi
h on
on/k
/ or
/k
o ea
eann
fashion-taking-root-in-singapore)
king-root-in-singapore)
Another fashion statement that has indeed become more
and more readily seen in Singapore is tattoos. While most
Singaporeans have no inclination of getting tattoos any
time soon, a minority of Singaporeans is getting them in a
15
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bid to look different, and more importantly, to look “cool”.
This is despite tattoos and piercing still being looked upon
as seedy or having a less than savoury character.
(http://www.herworldplus.com/lifestyle/tattoo-singaporebody-ink-bernice-chua-victoria-woon-jen-tan)
3. Modernity, with the
attendant fragmentation
and dislocation, is then
said to have caused the
modern
fashion
consumers to move
away from a concern
with elaborate artifice
toward one of individual
expression.
Fashion
designers then used the
runway as a means to
feed this newfound
desire to be heard.
They speak out about
the political climate,
addressing issues from
diversity to women's
rights through their
design concepts.
(Para 6: lines 49-53)

Ev:
Singaporeans use fashion as a tool to express their views
about social issues. Fashion is used not so much by
fashion designers to express their views about the social
and political climate, but by members of the community to
reflect the values and norms of the society.

EG:
In response
e to
o the
eP
Pink
ink Do
in
D
Dott rally
ra
a y whic
which
ich
ic
h supports
supp
su
p or
o ts
t the
the
e LGBT,
the Wear White
White
e campaign
cam
a paign
g was
w s launched
wa
la
aunch
ched
ch
e to
ed
to protest
p ot
pr
o estt against
ag
a
gai
an
nsst
homosexuality
ality
y and
an
nd defend
de
efe
end
d traditional
tra
radi
d ti
t on
o al
a family
fam
mily values.
values
ue . As
As
Hong Lim Park
Par
a k turned
tu
urn
rned
d pink
pink for
fo
or the
t e annual
th
a nual
an
uall Pink
Pin
i k Dot
Dott
gathering that
that champions
champ
ha
amp
mpio
io
ons
n gay
gay
a rights,
rig
ight
htts,
s Muslims
Mus
u liims
m were
wer
e e urged
by the Islamic
micc religious
rel
elig
ig
igio
gio
ou
uss teacher,
tea
e cher
ch
he
err, Noor
N orr Deros,
No
Der
e os
os,, to
o defend
def
e en
e d the
e
sanctity of the family and wear white to the mosque during
Ramadan. The LoveSingapore network also called on its
100 churches to encourage their members to turn up for
services over the weekend dressed in white. Network
chairman and Faith Community Baptist Church senior
pastor Lawrence Khong said that the Wear White
16
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campaign hopes to show that the church’s stance on
heterosexual marriage and the “natural family” is in
keeping with the social norms of Singapore’s conservative
majority. (Today, 23 May 2016)

4. In fashion you can be
certain of one thing:
uniforms are never not
political. (Para 8: line
75)

EV: In Singapore, individuals are not allowed to don attire
or uniforms to make a political statement as fashion is
believed to be political. This is to prevent individuals or
political parties from influencing the members of the public
to their advantage.

EG #1:
During the Singapore
g p
General Election,, clothing
g symbols
y
of political parties
par
a tiess are
ar
are
e not allowed
allllow
o ed
d on
on Cooling-off
C ol
Co
o ing-of
offf Day.
off
Cooling-offf Da
D
Day,
y, tthe
h tra
he
traditional
r dition
o al
on
a d
day
ayy o
off ca
camp
campaign
mpaign ssilence
mp
ille
en
nce
ce
introduced in 2011,
20
011
11,, is meant
meant
ant
n to
to give
give
e voters
vot
oter
e s a chance
ch
hance
e to
to
reflect rationally
onal
a ly
l on
n various
v ri
va
r ou
us issues
es raised
rai
a se
ed before
befo
be
f re
fo
e going
goi
o ng to
to
the polls. The
The
e wearing,
wea
earing
ng
g, of
o any
any political
pol
o ittical
iccal
a propaganda,
pro
opa
paga
and
n a, which
include badges,
adges
e , symbols
es
symb
sy
mbol
mb
o s or
ol
or flags
fla
ags
g byy people,
peop
pe
ople
op
l , iss banned.
le
banned.
d.
The publicc is also to refrain from wearing
weari
ring
ri
n any apparel
apparell
affiliated to a candidate. [AsiaOne, 6 May 2016]

EG #2:
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In 2008, three Singaporeans were jailed after being
charged with contempt of court for showing up at
Singapore's Supreme Court wearing T-shirts depicting
kangaroos in judges’ robes.
Isrizal Bin Mohamed Isa and Muhammad Shafi'ie Syahmi
Bin Sariman were sentenced to seven days' jail, while Tan
Liang Joo John received 15 days imprisonment. They
were each ordered to pay S$5,000 (2,147 pounds) in
costs.
Tan is the Assistant Secretary-General of the opposition
Singapore Democratic Party, led by Chee Soon Juan.
The three had worn the T-shirts at a court hearing to
determine the damages that Chee Soon Juan and his
sister Chee Siok Chin were to pay after being found guilty
of defaming
ng Singapore
Singap
pore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
and formerr leader
leade
er Lee
Lee Kuan
Le
Ku Yew.
Yew
ew.
Singapore'ss attorney-general
a to
at
t rn
rney
ney
e -gen
ener
ner
eral
a said
al
sai
a d in
i bringing
bring
n in
i g the case
c se
ca
e to
to
court the trio
rio had
had
a "scandalised
"sc
scan
sc
ca d
da
alil se
s d the
e Singapore
S ng
Si
gapor
ap
po e judiciary."
judi
ju
d ci
di
c ar
a y."
7 Nov
(Reuters 27
Nov
o 2008)
200
008)
00
8)
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2
PAPER 1
Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.
1

‘There is no justification for the prize money of some sports being so much more
than others.’ Do you agree?

2

Evaluate the appeal of theatre, dance or music in your society.

3

‘International relationships between countries are becoming increasingly
important.’ Discuss.

4

‘Technology is developing too fast for our own good.’ To what extent do you
agree?

5

‘Travel, rather than reading, is the best way to learn.’ How far do you agree?

6

‘In our world of uncertainty, we can never have too much security.’ Do you agree?

7

To what extent is entrepreneurship encouraged in your society?

8

Should parents be stricter in the upbringing of their children today?

9

Can ethics ever be irrelevant to science?

10

‘The study of History is underrated.’ Do you agree?

11

‘You are what you buy.’ Discuss.

12

‘The overconsumption of energy is the greatest threat to the environment today.’
Discuss.
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2
Richard Florida discusses the problems of city-living.
1

Do cities make us sick? A century ago, it went without saying that they did. With their teeming slums, 1
open sewers, filthy streets and soot-laden air, global capitals such as New York, Rome, London,
Paris and Hong Kong were rife with infectious diseases. As recently as the 1960s – the height of the
old urban crisis of de-industrialisation and white flight in America – cities had rates of infant mortality
and disease that were far higher than those of suburbs. That world has been turned completely 5
upside down. Cities have come back and poverty has shifted to the suburbs – a process which has
been dubbed the “great inversion”. Today’s great cities are engines of technological innovation and
economic growth; they are cleaner, greener and safer than many suburbs and rural areas, and much
more productive.

2

Urban density is associated with high wages, artistic creativity and entrepreneurial start-ups rather 10
than epidemics. Affluent city-dwellers have access to a wider variety of organic foods than even the
rural people who grow them; they jog and bike and belong to expensive gymnasiums and enjoy long
life expectancies. And, of course, cities are home to great medical centres.

3

But if our cities are experiencing a dramatic resurgence, inequality is also growing at a fantastic pace.
Our economic geography is deeply polarised, and the fault lines run not just between cities and 15
suburbs, but between comparatively rich cities and comparatively poor ones – and between the more
or less advantaged and disadvantaged neighbourhoods within them. Comparatively healthy places,
we found, were more urban and diverse, and generally had post-industrial economic structures. A
strong hi-tech presence was a harbinger of better health; a dependence on older manufacturing
industries was associated with poorer health. Metros with higher incomes, higher levels of education 20
and greater concentrations of the creative class were healthier than those where less well-educated,
working-class occupations predominated.

4

Urban structure and commuting styles also played a role. Denser metros where greater shares of
residents walked or biked to work were healthier than more sprawling metros where larger shares of
people drove to work by themselves. The way we live – not just what we eat and how much we 25
exercise – appears to play a big role in how healthy we are. But if the downtowns of many older
American cities are pre-eminently walkable, their more affordable peripheries and suburbs are as car
dependent as most newer Sunbelt cities. And the affluent creative class is far from a majority: overall,
it accounts for less than a third of the workforce. For most of us, urban living means long commutes,
sedentary working days and the constant temptations of junk food, sugary, alcoholic beverages and 30
the dramatic speed-up of society. People may complain about how busy they are and how
overloaded modern life has become.

5

Our lives are spinning out of control. The major cause in the speed–up of life is not technology but
economics. The nature of work has changed now that bosses are demanding more hours of work.
After a long workweek, the rest of our life becomes a rat race, during which we have little choice but
to hurry from activity to activity, with one eye always on the clock. Home-cooked meals give way to
frozen pizzas, and Sundays turn into a whirlwind of errands. We have quickened the pace of life only
to become less patient. We have become more organised but less spontaneous, less joyful. We are
prepared to act for the future but less able to enjoy the present and reflect on the past.

6

35

At the same time, the prevalence of lifestyle diseases – atherosclerosis, heart disease, stroke, type 2 40
diabetes and the whole panoply of bad things that are associated with obesity, smoking and alcohol
and drug abuse – is rising alarmingly. Two thirds of the 415 million people around the world who
have type 2 diabetes live in cities. A new study by researchers at University College London for
the Cities Changing Diabetes programme explores the complex social and cultural factors that are
driving this epidemic. One of its most striking findings is that the social isolation that occurs in cities 45
and vulnerability to disease are closely associated. That chimes with an important study published by
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3
Toronto Public Health, which looked into the increasing incidence of mental health problems and
suicides in the city’s population. The link it found between suicide and social isolation was
unmistakable. Isolation is a fact of life in far-flung sprawling suburbs where people depend on the car,
50
but it also occurs in even the most crowded cities.
7

There is good news and bad news in this. If urban living elevates some health risks, cities can also
mobilise the resources that are needed to mitigate them. Most cities have well-established
infrastructures for the delivery of social welfare and health services. Urban hospitals and clinics are
developing more and more effective medical interventions; as medical schools and medical
professionals reach better understandings of the specifically urban dimensions of health problems,
they will be better able to respond to them. Urban density and diversity accelerate the transmission of
information and ideas; cities are rich in media and other mass communication professionals and
platforms that can go far to raise public awareness and change behaviours.

55

8

A growing chorus of social critics dare to say that faster is not always better. Quality of time is
important. We must pay attention to the psychological, environmental and political consequences of 60
our constantly accelerating world. A balanced life, with intervals of creative frenzy giving way to
relaxed tranquillity, is what is needed. How do we begin to apply the brakes in our lives when the
world around us seems to be stomping on the gas pedal?

9

Quality of place is important too – numerous surveys have shown that the physical and intangible
features of a city are associated with higher levels of happiness and better health. Poor health 65
outcomes and intractable urban poverty are as closely related today as they were historically; raising
minimum wages, improving education and creating higher levels of socio-economic mobility can go
far to change that. Community-building can help dispel the plague of loneliness.

10 Cities can do a lot, and many are – but they cannot do it all by themselves. A century ago, healthcare
practices and standards received a huge boost through the extraordinary concept of teaching 70
hospitals. We need to bring similar levels of innovation and creativity to the delivery of healthcare in
our cities today – via robust urban agendas at the state and national levels of government, and by
building international networks of expertise that knit private and public resources together. Cities
themselves need to become more like teaching hospitals where researchers, policy-makers,
urbanists and residents can come together to identify the most effective ways to promote healthier 75
lifestyles. By the middle of this century, 75% of humanity will live in cities; we are about to embark on
the greatest epoch of city-building that history has ever seen. We can do it systematically, making our
cities better and healthier places, or we can wing it. The choice is ours.
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Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to For
fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English Examiner’s
Use
throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer,
you must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers
which only copy words or phrases from the passage.

1

What is the purpose of the rhetorical question in the opening statement?
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[1]

2

From paragraph 1, what is the main distinction between cities 100 years ago and
today?
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2]

3

According to the author in paragraph 2, what benefits are cities linked with? Use
your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[3]
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3

4

Explain what the author is suggesting by saying that “our economic geography is For
Examiner’s
deeply polarised” (line 15)? Use your own words as far as possible.
Use

……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[3]

5

Why does the author think that urban living is harmful (line 29-31)? Use your
own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………….………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2]
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4

6

Using material from Paragraphs 5-7, summarise what the author has to say For
about the problems of city life and how cities are best positioned to address Examiner’s
Use
them.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening
words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
One problem is that ………………………………….………………….……………………...
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………….………………………..……[8]
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5

7

Explain the author’s use of the phrase “dare to say” in line 59.
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………

For
Examiner’s
Use

……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[1]

8

What is the author implying in the last sentence of paragraph 8?
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
………………………………………………….……………………………………………………
………………………………………………...…………………….…………….……………..[2]

9

What reasons does the author suggest in lines 65-68 that might stand in the way
of “happiness and better health” (line 65)?
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………………………...[2]

10

How does the author suggest a sense of optimism in “we are about to embark on the
greatest epoch…” (lines 76-77)?
……………………………………….………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….………………………………………………..….[1]
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11

Richard Florida sees the problems and potential of cities. How far would you For
agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own experiences Examiner’s
Use
and that of your society?
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………

For
Examiner’s
Use

© NATIONAL JUNIOR COLLEGE 2017

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

7
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
…..…………..………………………………………….………………………….……...……[10]
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Answer Scheme for 2017 NJC Prelim GP Paper 2
1. What is the purpose of the rhetorical question in the opening statement? (1m)

1

Lifted

Paraphrase

Do cities make us sick? A century ago, it went
without saying that they did. With their teeming
slums, open sewers, filthy streets and soot-laden
air, global capitals such as New York, Rome,
London, Paris and Hong Kong were rife with
infectious diseases. As recently as the 1960s – the
height of the old urban crisis of de-industrialisation
and white flight in the US – cities had rates of infant
mortality and disease that were far higher than
those of suburbs. (lines 1-5)

(Purpose)
It is to provoke our thinking/
draw our attention to
(Do not accept “emphasize”,
“show”, “highlight”.)
(Context)
the issue of how cities may be
damaging to our health/ have
adverse effects on our health.

Learning point:
1. Both parts (purpose + context) needed for 1 mark
2. Students must note the specific purpose of the use of a rhetorical question.
3. Students should not lift “sick” but should paraphrase it. The context of “health” must be
included.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

2.

From paragraph 1, what is the main distinction between cities 100 years ago and today?
(2m)

Lifted
1

A century ago, it went without saying that
they did. With their teeming slums,
open sewers, filthy streets and sootladen air, global capitals such as New
York, Rome, London, Paris and Hong
Kong were rife with infectious
diseases. (lines 1-3)

Paraphrase
a)

In the past, cities were
terribly/ extremely polluted
and had poor sanitation.

(Accept “very dirty” as paraphrase of
“filthy”.)

Students
must get
matching
pairs to
get full
marks.
(2 or 0)

Or
b) Illnesses were rampant/
pervasive in cities in the past.
2

a) In contrast, cities now have
Today’s great cities are engines of
well-maintained
technological innovation and economic
growth; they are cleaner, greener and
environments.
safer than many suburbs and rural areas,
and much more productive. (lines 7-9)
Or
b) In contrast, cities now have
healthier environments.

Learning Points:
1. Students must capture either 1a + 2a or 1b + 2b.
2. Students need to be discriminating in selecting the main distinction between the cities of
the past and the present. (The distinction is not about people falling ill more easily in the
past – not about city-dwellers but the subject of cities being rampant with diseases).
3. Students should not use the negative format of the word to show contrast.
4. The extent of (types of) pollution/ sanitation must be captured for part 1.
5. Discourse marker
ker is needed to show contrast between past and present.
pr
6. Reference to the
e subject
subj
su
bjec
ect must
ec
must
st be
be included.
incl
in
clud
cl
uded
ud
ed
ed.
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3. According to the author in paragraph 2, what benefits are cities linked with? Use your
own words as far as possible. (3m)
Lifted

Paraphrase

1

Urban density is associated with high
wages, (line 10)

Cities are linked to good income/
salaries and

2

artistic creativity and entrepreneurial
start-ups (lines 10-11)

Inventive/innovative ideas and new
innovative companies.

3

Affluent city-dwellers have access to a
wider variety of organic foods (lines
11-12)

Natural healthy food is available/
affordable

4

they jog and bike and belong to
expensive gyms and enjoy long life
expectancies. (lines 12-13)

Who benefit from healthy lifestyles
and anticipate a prolonged life.
(Accept “long”)

5

And, of course, cities are home to great
medical centres. (line 13)

Additionally they provide excellent
medical services/ hospitals/
infrastructure.

5pts =
3m
3-4pts
= 2m
1-2pts
= 1m

Learning Points:
1. Paraphrasing question
2. Students should try to pick out all relevant points in the paragraph.
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4. Explain what the author is suggesting by saying that “our economic geography is deeply
polarised” (line 15)? Use your own words as far as possible. (3m)
Lifted

Paraphrase

1

Our economic geography is
deeply polarised, (line 15)

There is a pronounced/ extreme divide/ great
disparity in the standard of living

2

and the fault lines run not just between the cities and the outlying areas
between cities and suburbs,
(lines 15-16)

3

but between comparatively
rich cities and
comparatively poor ones
(line 16)

and also between wealthy cities and those
that are deprived/ less well to do

4

– and between the more or
less advantaged and
disadvantaged
neighbourhoods within them.
(lines 16-17)

Additionally there is a big difference seen
between the privileged and underprivileged
vicinities within them.

4pts =
3m
2-3pts
=2m
1pt =
1m

(Accept privilege as referring to wealth.)

Learning Points:
1. Students must explain the keywords in the quote and capture the degree of the divide .
2. Students need to be careful in their choice of points as the rest of the paragraph
describes polarity in terms of health, not focusing on the economic geography.
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5. Why does the author think that urban living is harmful (line 29-31)? Use your own words as
far as possible. (2m)
Lifted

Paraphrase

1

For most of us, urban living means long
commutes, (line 29)

Urban life results in greater
travelling time between places

2

sedentary working days (line 30)

and being inactive when on
the job

3

and the constant temptations of junk food,
sugary, alcoholic beverages (line 30)

frequent desire for unhealthy
snacks

4

and the dramatic speed-up of society. People
may complain about how busy they are, how
overloaded modern life has become. (lines
31-32)

and an excessively hectic pace
of life/ schedules which are
extremely packed

34pts
=
2m
12pts
=
1m

Learning Points:
1. Paraphrasing question
2. Modifiers (constant, dramatic,etc.) must be captured in the answers.
3. Dramatic speed-up does not refer to the sudden onset of a fast pace, rather that society
is now moving very fast.
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6. Using material from Paragraphs 5-7, summarise what the author has to say about the
problems of city life and how cities are best positioned to address them. Write your summary in
no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your
own words as far as possible.
One problem is that………..
No. Line
Text
1

L33

Our lives are spinning out of
control

2

L33

3

L34

4

L35
L35

5

L36

The major cause in the speed-up of
life…..economics
The nature of work has changed now
that bosses are demanding more
hours of work
After a long work week….
..the rest of our life becomes a rat
race……
..to hurry from one activity to
activity, with one eye always on
the clock.

6

L36

7

L37

8

11

L3738
L38
L3839
L39

12

L40

13

L41

14

L4546

15

L46

16

L52

9
10

Home cooked meals give way to
frozen pizzas(e.g.)
Sundays turn into a whirlwind of
errands
We have quickened the pace of life
only to become less patient.
Less spontaneous,
Less joyful/ ….less able to enjoy
the present and
Reflect on the past

At the same
me
e time,
tiime
e, the
th
he prevalence
prev
eval
ev
a en
e ce
of lifestyle
e diseases
dis
isea
ease
ea
ses
se
s ……………
…………
……
……
……
And the whole
wholle panopl
panoply
ly off bad
d
things that are associated with
obesity, smoking, alcohol and drug
abuse is rising alarmingly
…..the social isolation that occurs

… increasing incidence of mental
health problems and suicides
ADDRESS PROBLEMS
..mobilise the resources needed to

Paraphrase
We are losing our grip on life (idiomatic
expression) / unable to manage our
lives effectively
Mainly because life has become
hectic/accelerated due to our work life
We are expected to commit more time to
our job
Do not accept lift for “work”.
We are equally frenzied in our free
time.
We are rushing for time to attend to
overwhelming daily duties
Even to the extent of eating fast/
processed food
Using the day off for chores/ menial
tasks
This results in us being intolerant,
Leading too structured a life
And being less happy/ derive less
pleasure from life
With no time to contemplate the past/
w
wh
at we have done
don
one
what
Ac
A
cce
cept
pt llift
ifift fo
for “p
“past”.
Accept
Simultaneously,
Simult
ltan
aneo
eous
usly
ly,
esses related to
our
o
ur wa
way
y of llife
ife
if
e are idespread.
Besides
Beside
des th
the
he drastic increase in the
adverse effects of harmful pursuits/
indulgences
The situation is exacerbated by a sense
of loneliness/desolation
Accept “being alone”.
Which results in the rise in
psychological illnesses and suicides.
However cities have the means to
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17

L5253

18

L5355
L5556

19

20

L56

21
22

L56
L57

mitigate them
Well-established infrastructure..
delivery of social welfare and
health services
..more and more effective medical
interventions
Medical schools and medical
professionals reach better
understandings of specifically
urban dimensions of health
problems, better able to respond
to them
Urban density
Diversity
Accelerate the transmission of
information and ideas; cities rich in
media and mass communication
professionals and platforms

23

L58

Raise public awareness

24

L58

Change behaviours

1-2
1

3-4
2

5
3

alleviate the problems
With their recognized organisations/
institutions for community support and
healthcare.
Do not accept “facilities”.
Increasingly early actions are taken to
address diseases successfully
As specialists gain more knowledge of
afflictions affecting cities, they can deal
with the health problems.

Furthermore with a big population/ being
closely packed
And the variety of people,
The spread of information is easily
facilitated/disseminated
Accept lift for “information”. The focus is
on the transmission.
To bring about people’s consciousness
of their health
The context for health is implied.
And their lifestyle

6-7
4

8-9
5

10-11
6

12-13
7

14+
8

Our problem is that………
……
…
We mismanage
Leisure time is
e our
ourr lives
liv
ivess mainly
mainl
nlyy because
be
ecca
aus
u e work
rk life
liffe iss hectic
hec
ecti
ticc and
and exacting.
ex
equally frenzied, attending
This results in us
din
ng to
o overwhelming
ove
erw
wh
he
elm
min
ng daily
dai y duties
dail
da
duti
du
tie
ti
es with
with
itth no
no time
tim
me to cook.
co
being intolerant, having
no
time
g too
oo structured
oo
strruc
uctu
cttu
ure
red
d a life,
liiffe
life
e, being
e,
be
ein
ing unhappy
unha
un
h ppyy wi
with
th n
o ti
tim
me tto contemplate the
past. Simultaneously, we
Besides
e are
are
e vulnerable
vul
ulne
nera
nera
ne
ab
blle
le to
o lifestyle
lifes
iffes
esty
t le
ty
e illnesses.
illness
llll
ses
es. Be
Besi
side
des the increase in harmful
pursuits, we suffer from
psychological illnesses and
m loneliness which consequently brings about psych
suicides. However cities have the means to alleviate these problems. There are recognised
organisations for community support and healthcare. Increasingly early actions address
diseases successfully. Specialists gain better insights into illnesses. Furthermore, the big and
varied population facilitates information for people’s greater consciousness of health and
lifestyle. (120 words)
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7. Explain the author’s use of the phrase “dare to say” in line 59. (1m)

1

Lifted

Inferential

A growing chorus of social critics dare to
say that faster is not always better. Quality of
time is important. We must pay attention to the
psychological, environmental and political
consequences of our constantly accelerating
world. A balanced life, with intervals of creative
frenzy giving way to relaxed tranquillity, is what
is needed. (lines 59-61)

The author wants to show that
An increasing number of social
commentators, are confident
(purpose) that a slower pace of life
may be the preferred option
(context) despite popular opinion/
belief
OR
These commentators are
challenging (purpose) mainstream
thinking that favours a speedy
lifestyle. (context)

Learning Points:
1. Students need to explain the phrase in context.
2. Either interpretation of “dare to say” is accepted.
3. The idea of “in spite of” must be captured.
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8. What is the author implying in the last sentence of paragraph 8? (2)
Lifted

Inferential

1

How do we begin to apply the brakes in our
lives

The author is implying that there is a
sense of struggle/ difficulty
OR
The author is uncertain of how we
can slow down

2

when the world around us seems to be
stomping on the gas pedal?
(lines 62-63)

amidst the frenzy all around us /
when the pace of life is so hectic
(Context)

Alternatively students may answer in this way:

Just as it is difficult to
1) apply the brakes to slow down when
everyone else is accelerating
(No credit for Part 1 alone)
2) it is also a challenge for us to
slacken our pace of life when the world
around us is so hectic.

Learning point:
1. Students must grasp that this is a rhetorical question posed by the author and implies a
sense of difficulty or struggle.
2. The word “implies” requires students to pick out the inference from the sentence; it is
not a question which requires students to explain the metaphor (“Explain what the author
means”).

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

9. What reasons does the author suggest in lines 65-68 that might stand in the way of
“happiness and better health”? (line 65) (2m)

1

2

Lifted

Inferential

Poor health outcomes and intractable urban
poverty are as closely related today as they
were historically; raising minimum wages,
(lines 65-67)

They are:

improving education
(lines 67)

Very low incomes/ earnings

Poor education levels/ low
literacy levels

34pts
=
2m
12pts
=
1m

Allow lift for education
3

4

and creating higher levels of socioeconomic mobility can go far to change
that.
(line 67-68)

and limited movement/ ability
to rise up the social ladder

Community-building can help dispel the
plague of loneliness.
(line 68)

Isolation due to a lack of
togetherness/ connections/
social cohesion

Allow lift for “socio-economic”.

Learning Points:
1. Inference question as students must infer how these factors could possibly impede
people’s happiness and health
2. Students cannot directly paraphrase from the passage.
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10. How does the author suggest a sense of optimism in “we are about to embark on the
greatest epoch…” (lines 76-77)? (1m)

1

Lifted

Inferential

By the middle of this century, 75% of humanity
will live in cities; we are about to embark on
the greatest epoch of city-building that
history has ever seen. (lines 76-77)

The author suggests this by
highlighting/ emphasising
(do not accept “show”)
that this is the very era/ point in
time when the growth/
development of cities will peak/
reach its height.

Learning Points:
1. Students must get both parts of the answer to get the full mark.
2. Students have to pay close attention to the choice of words that suggest optimism.
3. Students must capture the meaning of “greatest” in the answer.
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11. Richard Florida sees the problems and potential of cities. How far would you agree with his
observations, relating your arguments to your own experiences and that of your society? (10m)
Requirements of the question:
1. Students are to identify three relevant arguments from the passage addressing the
author’s observations about the problems and potential of cities.
2. Both problems and potential must be discussed – failure to address either would
constitute an “incomplete treatment of the requirements” (Band 3).
3. Explicit reference must be made to how the problems and potential are heightened in,
or particularly relevant to cities or urban living. Students should not merely relate all
arguments to Singapore without reference to cities just because Singapore is a city
state.
4. Students must take a stand as to whether the arguments identified can be
contextualised to the individual and society (making judgements and decisions).
5. Arguments are to be evaluated, showing the extent to which they are contextualised to
their society. (developing arguments to their logical conclusions)
6. Examples offered can be based on their observations, knowledge and experience from
their society (not necessarily Singapore). Personal examples or insight should be
related to society at large or the larger community.
There should be a succinct introduction and conclusion. (very clear shape and
paragraph organisation)
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Answer one question from this Paper.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1.

‘Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.’ Comment.

2.

Should humans be hired when robots can do the job better?

3.

‘Going green makes good business sense.’ Comment.

4.

To what extent can we believe what is in the news when information today can
be easily made up?

5.

How far can a culturally diverse society build unity?

6.

To what extent is technology making crime more of a problem?

7.

‘The key to effective leadership is to give the majority what they want.’ Do you
agree?

8.

Is charity always a good thing?

9.

‘All forms of scientific research are worth pursuing.’ Discuss.

10. Can war be avoided when countries continue to invest in weapons?

11. In times of economic difficulty, should the Arts in your society still be publicly
funded?
12. ‘Freedom of speech must include the freedom to offend.’ Do you agree?
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Insert
The authors of this article contemplate the future of shopping malls in today’s modern world.
1

Officially shopping malls are defined as “one or more buildings forming a complex of shops
representing merchandisers, with interconnected walkways enabling visitors to walk from
unit to unit.” Unofficially, they are the heart and soul of communities, the foundation of retail
economies, and a social sanctuary for teenagers everywhere. In recent decades, the
concept of the shopping mall, which has its origins in the U.S. and became a full-blown
modern retail trend there in the post-WWII years, has proliferated across the globe. The
five largest malls in the world now reside in Asia. China’s New South China Mall in
Dongguan stands at the top of the heap with 2.9 million square meters of space.

2

Despite its ubiquity, the mall as it has been conceived for the last half century is at a critical
inflection point. A storm of global trends are coming together at the same time to cause
malls to change the role they play in people’s lives. No longer are they primarily about
shopping. Now, when consumers visit malls, they are looking for experiences that go well
beyond traditional shopping.

3

The trends helping to create this change include changing demographics, such as an aging
population and increased urbanisation. This means more people living in smaller spaces
and a greater need for public spaces in which to congregate and socialise. In this
environment, malls offer a welcome watering hole, especially in cities where other public
spaces are not safe. Sustainability concerns are causing some consumers to prefer mixed
use developments where they can live, shop and work all within walking distance – instead
of having to get into a car and drive to a crowded suburban mall. The growing middle
classes in Latin America and Asia maintain a strong association between consumption and
pleasure, driving the need for more engaging shopping experiences. And finally, the ecommerce revolution and the rise of digital technologies are fundamentally reshaping
consumer expectations and shifting the function of stores toward useful and entertaining
customer experiences.

4

As these trends advance across the global stage, they are forcing mall operators to rethink
how they conceive and operate their properties. This identity crisis is most intense in the
U.S., the country that pioneered malls and has the most malls per inhabitant. Thanks to a
continued economic slowdown and rapid advance of the digital revolution, the U.S. mall
industry is retracting and facing high vacancy levels. Websites such as deadmalls.com
collect pictures of weedy parking lots and barren food courts, and try to explain how oncethriving shopping malls began to spiral downward. The death of the shopping mall has
been predicted for years, ever since people started shopping on the internet, but the
decline only recently became serious, retail sales be damned. Within 10 to 15 years, the
typical US mall, unless it is completely reinvented, will be a historical anachronism – a 60year aberration that no longer meets the public’s needs, the retailers’ needs, or the
community’s needs.

5

In her talk, entitled “Are fashion stores out of fashion? Or a competitive weapon in the
digital age?”, Nathalie Remy, partner, McKinsey & Co. spoke about the changing retail
landscape. Even though the digital market share is still below 10 percent in most countries,
it is gaining ground rapidly. She cited that 50 percent of French apparel buyers made at
least one purchase online in the last six months, and digital apparel sales have multiplied
tenfold in China in the last two years. Most of the casualties will be in the mid-market range,
like those malls arranged around a huge branch of Sears or JC Penney, which announced
the closure of 33 of its stores in January, with the loss of 2,000 jobs.
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6

Remy sees two fundamental trends that have put a burden on the future of brick-andmortar stores. One is that consumer shopping behaviours are changing, and consequently,
a great store experience is changing too. Second, the economics of apparel stores have
been deteriorating for the last few years and will most likely continue to do so. The question
today is whether fashion stores are at risk of becoming completely out of fashion one day.
The development of e-stores and pop-up stores has changed the role of the store, which
can sometimes be a showroom, delivery point, or in some cases, not even visited. Today’s
consumers are also going through an integrated path to purchase, where physical and
digital touchpoints reinforce each other. Ironically, some people consider the future of
offline is online, but they should actually say that the future of online is offline.

7

In the face of these considerable challenges, malls are seeking to stay relevant, drive
growth and boost efficiency. We see successful players investing along three key fronts:
differentiating the consumer offering, with a focus on experience and convenience;
transforming the mall experience by leveraging technology and exploring new formats like
mixed used developments to offer consumers an attractive, integrated community in which
to live, work and shop.

8

Whilst these strategies help businesses, the pleasures of the shopping mall bring out the
worst in us, encouraging our worst appetites and feeding on a dim, atavistic desire to
shuffle around overlit spaces buying things we do not need. There is the muzak, and the
marble and the zombie-like pace of it all. There are the fake bargains. Nothing advertises
the cynicism of the mall experience so much as the discount outlets, those complexes
where *Fifth Avenue stores sell cheap lines with posh labels to encourage the delusion you
are getting something exclusive for less.

9

And yet. There is a reason the mall occupies such a central role in the American idea –
and it is not just one of grim-faced consumerism. Most of people’s mall experiences
recently have not resulted in much impulse spending. (With the exception of the large, pink
exercise ball gathering dust in the corner of the living room. And the thing that takes the
head of your egg like a guillotine. And the gourmet jelly beans.) True to those movies of
the 1980s, when you go to a mall, even at this age, it is not to shop, it is to hang out. After
all, you are not wandering around the Sistine Chapel. The scenery is aggressively
uninteresting.

10

But what does it matter? For the space of an afternoon you are strolling and talking with
someone uninterrupted. You are not half-listening while staring at a screen. You are not
trying to get anywhere in a hurry, except, perhaps, the food hall, where you can eat as
grossly as you want because that is all there is. If that is not quality time these days I do
not know what is. There are times in life when malls offer a thing we will be sad to see go,
an activity with no redeeming feature, no take-away, no element of self-improvement.
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*Fifth Avenue is a major thoroughfare in New York City. It is considered to be one of the most expensive and best
shopping streets in the world.

Adapted from
‘Are fashion stores out of fashion?’ by Lisa Lockwood, ‘The future of the
shopping mall’ by Roberto Fantoni, Fernanda Hoefel and Marina
Mazzarolo and ‘The shopping mall is dead’ by Emma Brockes
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For
Examiner’s
Use

PAPER 2 (50 marks)
Read the passage and then answer all the questions which follow below.
Note that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of
your use of English throughout this paper.
Note: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS
FAR AS POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the
passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it.
Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases
from the passage.

1

From paragraph 1, what is the authors’ purpose in giving the official and
unofficial definition of shopping malls (lines 1-4)?

[1]

2

Why do the authors call shopping malls a ‘welcome watering hole’ (line
17)? Use your own words as far as possible.

[2]

3

In paragraph 3, the authors identify several trends that created ‘this
change’ (line 14). Explain the consequence of any 2 trends. Use your own
words as far as possible.

[2]

4

In paragraph 4, why do the authors use the phrase ‘historical anachronism’
(line 35) to describe the future state of a typical US mall?

[1]
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5

For
Examiner’s
Use

Explain the irony in the last sentence of paragraph 6 (lines 54-55).

[1]
6

In paragraph 8, according to the authors, why do the pleasures of the
shopping mall bring out the worst in us (line 62-63)? Use your own words
as far as possible.

[3]
7

In paragraph 8, how do the authors illustrate the cynicism of the mall
experience (line 66)? Use your own words as far as possible.

[2]
8

Why do the authors put brackets around the 3 sentences in paragraph 9
(lines 71-73)?

[2]
9

Explain the authors’ use of the word ‘even’ in the phrase ‘even at this age’
(line 74).

[2]
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10

For
Examiner’s
Use

Why do you think the authors switch to ‘we’ in the final sentence (line 81)?

[1]
11

Using material from paragraphs 5 to 7, summarise how the retail landscape
has changed, why it has changed and how malls can cope with the
challenges.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening
words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
The retail landscape has changed in so many ways. Firstly,

[8]
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12

In this article, the authors examine the role and future of shopping malls.
How applicable do you find their views to yourself and your own society?

For
Examiner’s
Use
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For
Examiner’s
Use

[10]
END OF PAPER Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
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2017 PJC JC 2 Prelim Suggested Answer Scheme
Q1) From paragraph 1, what is the authors’ purpose in giving the official and unofficial
definition of shopping malls (lines 1-4)? [1m]
From the text
Officially shopping malls are defined as
“one or more buildings forming a
complex of shops representing
merchandisers, with interconnected
walkways enabling visitors to walk from
unit to unit.” Unofficially, they are the
heart and soul of communities, the
foundation of retail economies, and a
social sanctuary for teenagers
everywhere.

Inferred
He wants to show us:
i)
ii)
iii)

what the real or unintended
function or value of malls is
OR
how impactful the mall is to the
larger community
OR
a more comprehensive
understanding of malls

Q2) Why do the authors call shopping malls a ‘welcome watering hole’ (line 17)?
Use your own words as far as possible. (2m)
From the text
This means more people living in
smaller spaces and a greater need for
public spaces in which to congregate
and socialise. In this environment,
malls offer a welcome watering hole,
especially in cities where other public
spaces are not safe.

Inferred
They are a ‘welcome watering hole’ as they
i)
provide secure spaces for people
(1m)
ii)
to gather or meet (1m)
iii)
and interact in the crowded city.
(1m)
1-2 points – 1m
3points – 2m

Q3) In paragraph 3, the authors identify several trends that created ‘this change’ (line
14). Explain the consequence of any 2 trends. Use your own words as far as
possible.(2m)
From the text
1. changing demographics,
gra
aph
p ic
i s, ssuch
u h as an
uc
an
aging population and
nd
d increased
inccre
r as
ased
ed
urbanisation. This means more people
peoplle
living in smaller spaces and a greater
need for public spaces in which to
socialise and congregate.

More
le in tinier homes and
More
the
necessity to have
th
he increased
increas
common areas for people to
aggregate and bond with other
(1m)
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2. Sustainability concerns are causing
some consumers to prefer mixed use
developments where they can live, shop
and work all within walking distance
3. The growing middle classes in Latin
America and Asia maintain a strong
association between consumption and
pleasure, driving the need for more
engaging shopping experiences.
4. the e-commerce revolution and the
rise of digital technologies are
fundamentally reshaping consumer
expectations and shifting the function of
stores toward useful and entertaining
customer experiences.

ii)
iii)
iv)

More inclined to live in a place that
has amenities and their office in
close proximity (1m)
Necessity to make personal
shopping a pleasurable/enjoyable
activity (1m)
Redefining what shoppers want
and the role of shops in meeting
the
practical
and
pleasure
elements of a shopping activity.
(1m)

Q4) In paragraph 4, why do the authors use the phrase ‘historical anachronism’ (line
35) to describe the future state of a typical US mall? (1m)
From the text
Within 10 to 15 years, the typical US
mall, unless it is completely reinvented,
will be a historical anachronism – a 60year aberration that no longer meets
the public’s needs, the retailers’ needs,
or the community’s needs.

Paraphrased
It suggests that the typical US mall will be:
a thing of the past /outdated /serves no
purpose /irrelevant /obsolete

Q5) Explain the irony in the last sentence of paragraph 6 (lines 54-55). (1m)
From the text
Ironically, some people consider the
future of offline is online, but they
should actually say that the future of
online is offline.

Inferred
It is ironic as
i)
it is expected for people to feel
that the future is one where
physical stores have no place in
the shopping experience
ii)
but in actual fact, they are
ed
d to
to complement
c
needed
ecommerce.
c mmer
co
mm
mer
e ce
c .
Note: both
th
hp
arrts m
ust be present to get 1m
Note:
parts
must

2
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Q6) In paragraph 8, according to the authors, why do the pleasures of the shopping
mall bring out the worst in us (line 62-63)? Use your own words as far as
possible. (3m)
From the text
Paraphrased/Inferred
the pleasures of the shopping mall bring They bring out the worst in us as they
out the worst in us, 1) encouraging our
worst appetites and 2) feeding on a
i) promote our greed / base instincts
dim, atavistic desire to 3) shuffle
ii) make us regress / succumb to
around overlit spaces buying things we
primitive or primeval impulses
do not need. There is the muzak, and
iii) promote wasteful behaviour /
the marble and 4) the zombie-like pace
overspending / unnecessary
of it all.
consumption
iv) reduce us into unthinking consuming
creatures/something less than
human
1 point – 1m
2-3 points – 2m
4 points – 3m
Q7) In paragraph 8, how do the authors illustrate the cynicism of the mall experience
(line 66)? Use your own words as far as possible. (2m)
From the text
Inferred
Nothing advertises the cynicism of the They illustrate this cynicism using the
mall experience so much as the discount example of
outlets, those complexes where Fifth
Avenue stores sell cheap brands
i) discount outlets that mislead
buyers (1m)
alongside posh labels to encourage the
delusion you are getting something
ii) into thinking they are getting a highexclusive for less.
end product at a cheaper price (1m)
Note:
Context must be correct to get any mark
- the discussion is not about fake goods
- cannot confuse discount outlets with Fifth
Avenue stores

Q8) Why do the authors
hors
rs put
rs
putt brackets
bracket
ets around
et
arrou
ound
nd
d the
the
he 3 sentences
sen
en
nte
t ncces
e in
in paragraph
pa
9 (lines 7173)? (2m)
From the text
Inferred
Most of people’s mall experiences They want to:
recently have not resulted in much
impulse spending. (With the exception of Function: show a contrast (1m)
the large, pink exercise ball gathering
3
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dust in the corner of the living room. And
the thing that takes the head of your egg Content: between their own miserable failed
like a guillotine. And the gourmet jelly attempts at not buying with the observed lack
beans.)
of impulse buying in most people. (1m)

Q9) Explain the authors’ use of the word ‘even’ in the phrase ‘even at this age’ (line
74). (2m)
From the text
True to those movies of the 1980s,
when you go to a mall, even at this age,
it is not to shop, it is to hang out.

Inferred
This word shows that the authors are
i)
ii)

want to emphasis the purpose of
the mall has still not changed
(1m)
despite the passing of time /
after a long period of time (1m)

Q10) Why do you think the authors switch to ‘we’ in the final sentence (line 81)? (1m)
From the text
There are times in life when malls offer
a thing we will be sad to see go, an
activity with no redeeming feature, no
take-away, no element of selfimprovement.

Inferred
The word ‘we’ includes both the readers and
authors to highlight how everyone would
share the same feelings about the mall.
Note:
-Both the aim of inclusivity and context must
be present. Accept any other sensible
answer.
-‘make relatable’ - 0m
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Q11) Using material from paragraphs 5 to 7, summarise how the retail landscape
has changed, why it has changed and how malls can cope with the challenges. Write
your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. (8m)

The retail landscape has changed in many ways. Firstly, ….
#

Lift

Paraphrased

How the retail landscape has changed
1

1a) Even though the digital market 1a) more people are buying
share is still below 10 percent in most products online
countries, it is gaining ground
Or
- e-commerce is becoming
increasingly popular
1b) rapidly. She cited that 50 percent of 1b)
French apparel buyers made at least
- at a fast rate/quickly
one purchase online in the last six
months, and digital apparel sales have
multiplied tenfold in China in the last two
years.

2

Most of the casualties will be in the mid- Many stores have shut down.
market range, like those malls arranged
around a huge branch of Sears or JC
Penney, which announced the closure
of 33 of its stores in January, with the
loss of 2,000 jobs.
Why it has changed

3

consumer shopping behaviours are
changing,

The way people buy things has
altered

4

a great store experience
ex
xpe
perien
nce
e is
is ch
changing
han
angi
gin
gi
ng

an enjoyable
an
enjjoyyab
able
ble
e shopping
sho
h
encounter is
being
be
ein
ng redefined
rede
re
efi
f ne
ned
d

5

the economics
cs of apparel
appa
ap
pa
arre
el stores
stor
st
ores
es
(note: not bolded
ded anymore) have been
b en
be
deteriorating for the last few years

Stor
Stores
ores
or
es ffind
in
nd iitt hard
harder to make
money,
money

6

and will most likely continue to do so

and this will probably not stop
anytime soon

5
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7

The development of e-stores and
pop-up-stores (note: not bolded
anymore) has changed the role of the
store which can sometimes be a
showroom, delivery point, or in some
cases, not even visited.

New retail set-ups / platforms to sell
have altered the way shops are
used

8

today’s consumers are going
through an integrated path to
purchase

Shoppers also now adopt a
dual/combined approach

9

where physical and digital touchpoints where online and actual stores
connect

10

reinforce each other

to complement each other.

how malls can cope with the challenges
11

… malls are seeking to stay relevant

need to keep up with the times

12

drive growth

ensure the progress of the
company / stimulate sales

13

and boost efficiency

encourage productivity / lower
production costs

14

differentiating the consumer offering

by customising the products /
providing a unique experience

15

with a focus on experience

making shopping a meaningful and
enjoyable activity

16

and convenience;

and easy-to-do activity /
accessibility / ease of shopping

17

leveraging technology

harnessing/optimising/maximising/
capitalising on technology

18

and exploring
g new
ne
ew ffo
formats
ormat
as
at

And trying
And
An
tryi
tr
y ng out
yi
out novel
nov retail
ideas/concepts
id
deas/
ea
e
as/
s/co
conc
co
ncep
ep
epts
p

19

to offer consumers
me
ers an
an a
attractive,
ttra
tt
tra
ract
cttiv
ctiv
ve ,
integrated community
ommunity
t

prov
ov
vid
din
i g an
a appealing
appe
providing
one-stop
loca
ation
location

6
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developments to offer consumers an
attractive, integrated community in
which to live, work and shop.
Applicable:

or bus interchanges with adjoining
condominiums. These malls gain from
the ready stream of daily commuters and
the hundreds of residents.

From para 2:

Not Applicable

No longer are they primarily about
shopping. Now, when consumers visit
malls, they are looking for experiences
that go well beyond traditional
shopping.

Ex/Eg: Singaporean Shoppers are still
very much lured by shopping as the
reason to visit malls. The experiences
they are looking for are for a wide variety
of products and brands. This is the
reason why the most successful malls in
Singapore such as Wisma Atria, Ion
Orchard and Ngee Ann City constantly
updating their stalls and products to be on
trend.
In addition, Singaporean shoppers
constantly visit malls for shopping
bargains and sales. This is especially
apparent during the period known as the
Great Singapore Sale where shoppers
flock to malls purely for shopping. Even
overseas visitors visit malls during this
period purely for the shopping.
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1

Is being innovative more desirable than keeping the status quo?

2

‘The promise of science and technology cannot be realised without the humanities.’ Do
you agree?

3 Is politics today nothing but a series of empty promises?
4

‘Education perpetuates rather than fights inequality.’ Comment.

5

‘Men only need to be good, but women have to be exceptional.’ To what extent is this
true in the workplace today?

6

Is increased military spending justifiable when countries are not at war?

7

Should we always be compassionate?

8

To what extent is renewable energy the solution for the world’s increasing need for
energy?

9

Consider the relevance of patriotism in your society today.

10 Given that the global population is growing rapidly, should people be having more
children?
11 To what extent are the needs of the marginalised met in your society?
12 ‘There is no such thing as bad art.’ Discuss.
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2
Nick Thorpe discusses materialism…
1

On my desk stands a miniature of an Easter Island moai, carved for me by a Rapa Nui
craftsman from the same stone his ancestors used for the world-famous monoliths. It is
precious to me, but it is also an uneasy symbol of humanity’s precarious relationship with
the material world. The original 13-foot ancestor statues were quarried in the Middle Ages
with a fervour to match any modern production line; more than 800 were carved and 5
dragged into position using rope and log rollers hewn from timber, before somebody cut
down the last mature tree on the isolated habitat. Ecological collapse ensued, bringing
strife and starvation.

2

You would think that this blunt parable of unsustainable consumption would help me
moderate my relationship with my stuff. But my mobile phone contract is nearly up, and 10
shiny new iPhones beckon. My desktop moai is frowning reproachfully: what kind of object
needs to be replaced every two years? At least statues endure.

3

We have got used to the transitory nature of our possessions, the way things are routinely
replaced — whether it is last season’s cut of jeans or computers that mysteriously slow
down as if clogged by quick-drying cement. According to data aggregated by the Global 15
Footprint Network, it takes the biosphere a year to produce what humanity habitually
consumes in roughly eight months, a situation that is logically unsustainable. And yet we
persevere with the ‘hedonic treadmill’, holding out the unlikely hope that the spike of
satisfaction from our next purchase will somehow prove less transitory than the last. In
20
fact, the opposite is true — the cravings of consumerism tend to make us more miserable.

4

Most of us know this instinctively, and yet remedying our troubled relationship with material
possessions is no easy matter. If Western consumer culture sometimes resembles a
bulimic binge in which we taste and then spew back things that never quite nourish us, the
ascetic, anorexic alternative of rejecting materialism altogether will leave us equally
starved. The better approach is to learn to enjoy our things more. Who, then, can teach us 25
how to celebrate our possessions with the mindful, celebratory spirit of a gourmet?

5

Perhaps we can look to the Chilean poet-politician Pablo Neruda, a self-described ‘thingist’. A passionate socialist and an erudite curator of curious objects, such as carved pipes,
grotesque African masks, ships in bottles, and whales’ teeth, Neruda was materialistic in
the purest and most playful sense, delighting in textures, noises, colours, the taste of a 30
rattle, the subversive shock of a magic trick. He saw no clash between this celebratory
‘thing-ism’ and socialism’s impulse towards redistribution. He would give his toys away if
guests asked, but expected the same generosity in return. Could it be that our problem
with materialism is not that we value material things too much, but that we do not truly
35
value them enough?

6

After all, things matter. The humble baguette is quintessentially French: it has its origins in
a law made after the French Revolution, which stated that there would only be one type of
bread — no longer a bread of wheat for the nobility and a bread of bran for the poor, but a
bread of equality. Andy Warhol’s serial repetition of a can of Campbell soup has also come
to represent the age we live in, where the ordinary is celebrated. Museums and art 40
galleries, filled with items that tell our stories, feed a fascination with objects both
significant and otherwise. The British Museum, home to over 8 million items — ranging
from the toothpicks used by the Qing Dynasty peasants to the Rosetta Stone, the key to
deciphering the hieroglyphs — is proof, if any were needed, that we define ourselves by
45
our things.

7

In recent years, a range of voices from science, philosophy, political activism, and the arts
have begun to coalesce into a movement that grounds us ever more mindfully in the
material world. This ‘new materialism’ challenges us to love our possessions not less but
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



3
more — to cherish them enough to care about where they came from, who made them,
and what will happen to them in the future. If we could truly cherish the things in our lives 50
and retain the pulse of their making, would we not then be the opposite of consumerists?
8

But if we are ever going to respond more consciously to our knee-jerk replacement anxiety,
we need products designed to last. With that in mind, I have been looking with interest at
the Fairphone — launched by a Dutch start-up in December to model what a smartphone
might look like in an economy that honours the origins of things. With an open-source 55
operating system that allows users to get round obsolescence, it has two SIM-slots for
those who might otherwise need to carry two phones for work and home. But will it make
enough money for any long-term market presence, if nobody needs to replace it? I will
watch with interest.

9

Another solution could very well be sustainable models that allow us to extend the lifespan 60
of products, such as the growing network of community repair shops in Edinburgh,
dedicated to teaching ordinary people to repair and reuse household goods. There, people
sit in a room chatting, repairing clothes, learning new skills — creating an experience that
is joyful. The New Economics Foundation explains that creating a society in which things
last longer and are endlessly re-used will necessarily entail a major shift to the services 65
that keep things going, thereby creating employment to replace lost manufacturing/retail
output. It is, essentially, an economics of better, not bigger. I suspect that will mean paying
more, but less frequently. And so, I have started weaning myself off craving bargains and
willing myself to pay more for better-made things.

10

The New Economics Foundation also predicts that the new materialism will lead to more 70
emphasis on spending on ‘experiences rather than disposable goods’, which means less
shopping and more music, film, live performance, sport, and socialising: more lasting
satisfaction and less of the transitory hit of ownership. This in turn might lead to a
proliferation of festivals, sporting competitions, and cultural events celebrating the talents
we share and occluding the endless proliferation of retail stuff. There are also some 75
indications that the fetish of ownership is passing in favour of a ‘sharing market’: people
are increasingly opting to hire, and films and music are also increasingly available by
subscription, via digital services such as Spotify or Netflix, calling time on those
unrecyclable CD, video and DVD formats that often end up in a landfill.

11

Interestingly, this was more or less what changed for Easter Islanders when it became 80
obvious that building totemic tribal monoliths was not going to save them from the
ecological abyss. The moai became a sculpted lesson that no way of living or thinking can
endure forever. There are many who believe that our own society is in the process of
learning a similar lesson. However, a more deliberate commitment to love and cherish
what we already have might yet save us too, and leave us more deeply connected to one 85
another.
Adapted from “The Love of Stuff”, Aeon (March 2014)
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Read the passages in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note
that up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English
throughout this Paper.

For
Examiner's
Use

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE
and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or
phrases from the passage.

1.

Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the author means when he
describes his miniature moai as an ‘uneasy symbol’ (line 3).

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[2]

2.

Suggest one reason why the author might perceive his desktop moai as ‘frowning
reproachfully’ in line 11.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[1]

3.

What does the word ‘routinely’ (line 13) suggest about the way we replace our
possessions?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[1]

4.

What can you infer from the examples in lines 14 and 15 about the reasons why our
possessions are replaced?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[2]

RVIP 2017
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5.

In lines 17 to 20, what is the contrast the author makes between what we hope our
products can do for us and what he believes to be the reality? Use your own words as
far as possible.

For
Examiner's
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[2]

6.

What does the author mean when he uses the phrase ‘equally starved’ (lines 24 - 25)?
Use your own words as far as possible.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[2]

7.

In paragraph 5, identify a word or phrase that shows how Pablo Neruda exemplifies a
(i) ‘mindful’ and (ii) ‘celebratory’ spirit (line 26).

(i) mindful: …..…………………………………………………….…………..………………
………………………………………………………………..……..……………………….[1]
(ii) celebratory: ……………………………………………………………….…………...…..
………………………………………………………………..……………………..……….[1]

8.

In paragraph 6, what similarities does the author draw between the baguette and the can
of Campbell soup? Use your own words as far as possible.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………...…………..[2]

RVIP 2017
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9.

Using material from paragraphs 7 to 10 only (lines 46 to 79), summarise what the author
says about how we can counter materialism and the effects of these actions.

For
Examiner's
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
We can counter materialism by ………………………………………….…………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[8]

RVIP 2017
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10. According to the author in lines 82 to 86, what are the lessons that we can learn from the
moai? Use your own words as far as possible.

For
Examiner's
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[3]

RVIP 2017
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11. In this article, Nick Thorpe writes about the problems of materialism and how individuals
and companies can counter it. How relevant are his arguments to you and your society?

For
Examiner's
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
RVIP 2017
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

For
Examiner's
Use

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………[10]

RVIP 2017

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



8

BLANK PAGE

RVIP 2017

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

2017 Y6 Prelim II
Paper 2 Answer Scheme
1. Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the author means when he describes his miniature
moai as an ‘uneasy symbol’ (line 3). [2]
From passage
It is precious to me, but it is also an
uneasy…
symbol of…

Inferred/ Paraphrased
(A) The author means that it is an uncomfortable/
troubling/ disconcerting
(B) representation of…

Ecological collapse ensued, bring strife
and starvation

(C) ...the devastation mankind unleashed on the
environment

uneasy symbol of humanity’s precarious
relationship with the material world.

(inferred)
(D) …because of our consumption patterns/
materialism/ demand for things.
No marks if paraphrased literally.
1-3 points for 1 mark
4 points for 2 marks

2. Suggest one reason why the author might perceive his desktop moai as ‘frowning reproachfully’ in line 11. [1]
From passage
My desktop moai frowns reproachfully:
what kind of object needs to be replaced
every two years? At least statues endure.

Inferred/ Paraphrased
(inferred)
The author’s purpose is to convey his guilty
conscience regarding wanting to replace his mobile
phone.
OR
The author feels bad about wanting to replace his
mobile phone.

3. What does the word ‘routinely’ (line 13) suggest about the way we replace our possessions? [1]
From text
We have got used to the transitory
nature of our possessions, the way
things are routinely replaced…

Inference/ Paraphrased
The author is suggesting that we replace our possessions in
a mindless/ unthinking/ careless way.
Do not accept ‘regularly’ or ‘habitual’

4. What can you infer from the examples in lines 14 and 15 about the reasons why our possessions are
replaced? [2]
From text
whether it is last season’s cut
ut off jjeans…
eans…
ea
…
…or computers that mysteriously
ousl
s y slow
sl
s ow
sl
w
down as if clogged by quick-drying
-drryi
y ng
g
cement

Inference/
Paraphrased
In
nfere
renc
re
nce/
nc
e/ P
arap
phrased
(A)) We
(A
e rreplace
e la
ep
lace o
our
urr p
possessions
os
o
osse
sse
ess
ssio
ions
io
ns b
because
e au the items are no
ec
lo
ong
nger
er ttrendy,
rend
re
ndy
nd
y,
longer
(B)
because
there
obsolescence in the
((B
B) or
or b
eccau
a se
e the
h re is so
some
me built-in
buil
bu
iltt-iin o
il
p od
pr
ducct/
t/
product/
the manufacturers made the product so that it will need to be
replaced after a short amount of time
Do not accept literal answers. Accept reasonable answers
that show an understanding of ‘mysteriously’, e.g. sabotage,
computer viruses
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5. In lines 17 to 20, what is the contrast the author makes between what we hope our products can do for us and
what he believes to be the reality? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From text
…holding out the unlikely hope that the
spike of satisfaction from our next
purchase will somehow prove less
transitory than the last.

Inference/ Paraphrased
We hope that
the (A1) fulfilment we get from our products will (A2) last for
a long time OR
that we will (A2) ultimately be (A1) fulfilled by our purchases,

In fact, the opposite is true— the
cravings of consumerism tend to make
us more miserable.

Both points required for 1 mark.
but the fact is that the (B1) desire to keep buying things
makes us (B2) unhappy/ discontented. (1)

6. What does the author mean when he uses the phrase ‘equally starved’ (lines 24 - 25)? Use your own words
as far as possible. [2]
From text
If Western consumer culture sometimes
resembles a bulimic binge in which we
taste and then spew back things that
never quite nourish us, the ascetic,
anorexic alternative of rejecting
materialism altogether will leave us
equally starved.

Inference/ Paraphrased
The author means that (A1) whether we embrace
consumerism or if (A2) we give up on buying things
completely, (1) (‘equally’)
(B) we will not be satisfied/ fulfilled. (1) (‘starved’)

7. In paragraph 5, identify a word or phrase that shows how Pablo Neruda exemplifies a (i) ‘mindful’ and (ii)
‘celebratory’ spirit (line 26). [2]
From quote
mindful
celebratory

Answer
an erudite curator of curious objects. (1)
Accept either ‘erudite’ or ‘curator’
delighting in textures, noises, colours, et cetera. (1) OR
materialistic in the purest and most playful sense. (1)

8. In paragraph 6, what similarities does the author draw between the baguette and the can of Campbell soup?
Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
From text
the humble baguette

Inference/ Paraphrased
Both the can of Campbell soup and the baguette are
mundane/ insignificant/ common items, (1)

A can of Campbell soup…. where the
ordinary are celebrated.
The humble baguette is
quintessentially French: it has his
origins in a law made after the
French
he F
ren
encch
en
Revolution

…and are (B1) symbols of/ tell us about
(B2)
(B an
an important
impo
im
portan
nt aspect
aspe
p ct of
of our
our culture/
c ltture era/ values/ who we
cu
are/
what
(1)
are w
h t ssociety
ha
ocietty is.
iss. ((1
1)
2 points for 1 mark

A can of Campbell soup has also
lsso come
als
to represent the age we live
e in…
n…

9. Using material from paragraphs 7 to 10 only (lines 46 to 79), summarise what the author says about how we
can counter materialism and the effects of these actions.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use
your own words as far as possible.
We can counter materialism by…
23 points
Points
1-2
3-4
5-6
Marks
1m
2m
3m

7-8
4m

9-10
5m

11-13
6m

14-16
7m

17 +
8m
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A
B

C

From text
a range of voices from science, philosophy, political
activism and the arts have begun to coalesce into a
movement that…
grounds us ever more mindfully in the material
world

E
F

…challenges us to love our possessions not less
but more — to cherish them enough…
…to care about where they came from,
Or
honours the origins of things
who made them,
what will happen to them in the future.

G

…retain the pulse of their making

H

we need products that last.
OR
a society in which things last longer
with an open-source operating system that allow
users to get round obsolescence,
it has two SIM-slots for those who might otherwise
need to carry two phones for work and home
sustainable models of extending the lifespan of
products such as the growing network of
community repair shops

D

I
J
K

L

Paraphrased/ Inference
…coming together/ working collectively
.... towards being more thoughtfully/ deliberately/
consciously/
centred/ rooted/ established
in the physical/ corporeal/ tangible world.
2 parts for 1 point
We can value our things,
be concerned about their source,
their manufacturers,
and what will become of them
OR
how they will be disposed/ recycled/ reused,
and in so doing, remember the essence of how
they were made.
We need to make things that endure
(inferred) and provide ways to keep products upto-date/ useful/ relevant.
(inferred) Businesses also need to streamline their
products/ make products that are multi-functional
We can fix our things when they break down,

M

…entail a major shift to the services that keep things
going, thereby creating employment…
…to replace lost manufacturing/retail output.

N

…and are endlessly re-used

O

It is, essentially, an economics of better, not bigger.

P

I suspect that will mean paying more, OR
I’ve started weaning myself off craving bargains
Effects
spending on ‘experiences
ces rather than disposable
We will pursue adven
adventure/ memorable activities,
goods’

Q

[effect] and this creates new jobs in industries that
restore/mend/fix items
[effect] and leads to fewer jobs in the
production/service industry
We can constantly/continually
upcycle/ re-purpose/ recycling.
2 parts for 1 point
We need to focus on manufacturing/buying
products of higher quality.
Accept “better quality”
We have to be willing to spend more.

R
S

more lasting satisfaction
on
more lasting satisfaction
on
OR
ory
y hit
hitt of
of ow
wne
ners
shi
hp
and less of the transitory
ownership

a
and
nd
d tthis
his
hi
s will
willl lead
wi
lea
ad to m
more fulfilment
nd
dur
ures
ess/ iss long-term/
lon
onggt
thatt e
endures/
more permanent.

T

This in turn might lead to a proliferation
lif
i off festivals,
f i l
sporting competitions and cultural events
celebrating the talents we share.

U

There are some indications that the fetish of
ownership
is passing in favour of a ‘sharing market’
OR hire OR by subscription
Calling time on those unrecyclable CD, video and
DVD formats that often end up in a landfill.

Thi will
ill llead
d to more activities that
This
commemorate/ recognise/ focus on the
gifts/abilities/skills we have.
3 parts for 1 point
We will be less keen to possess,

V
W

and more keen to share/ rent/ pay for streaming
Allow lift of ‘share’
There will be less waste.
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10. According to the author in lines 82 to 86, what are the lessons that we can learn from the moai? Use your own
words as far as possible. [3]
From text
The moai became a sculpted lesson that
no way of living or thinking can
endure forever.

Inference/ Paraphrased
(A) We learn that we must change, OR
no lifestyle or ideology is sacrosanct/
permanent

…a more deliberate…

(B) We need to be more conscious/
thoughtful/ purposeful/ mindful…
(C) and dedicated
(D) in caring for what we have.

…commitment
to love and cherish what we already
have might yet save us

1 point: 1 mark
2-3 points: 2 marks
4 points: 3 marks
11. The author writes about the problems of materialism and how individuals and companies can counter it. How
relevant are his arguments to you and your society? [10]
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 to 800 words in length.



1

Consider the effectiveness of advertisements today.

2

‘Cultural and heritage sites have lost their relevance.’ How far is this true of your society?

3

Can a country afford to isolate itself from the rest?

4

‘Medical science should seek to heal rather than enhance.’ Comment.

5

How far can we alleviate poverty when discrimination exists?

6

‘Dictatorships are more efficient than democracies.’ Discuss.

7

Should any limits be set on artistic expression?

8

To what extent are wars and conflicts due to poor leadership?

9

Should science progress without any influence from religion?

10

To what extent can Singapore be optimistic about the future given her limitations?

11

‘Consumerist lifestyles should be discouraged, not promoted.’ Do you agree?

12

‘There is too much emphasis on image today.’ Do you agree?
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Question 1: Consider the effectiveness of advertisements today.
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 12

10:
- Essay shows no understanding of what “advertisements” are.
- Essay only talks about the negative impacts of advertising

11-12:
x
x

13 15

Essay merely describes functions of advertisements with no evaluation of
effectiveness
Essay discusses pros AND cons of advertising rather than the effectiveness of
advertisements
x E.g. Negative impacts of false advertising

13-14:
x
x
x
x

Some attempt to evaluate effectiveness of advertisements
However, it is not consistently done. Essay may digress to negative
consequences at parts.
Examples are very general, lacking concrete details
Examples focus more on describing the advertisement or the thing that is being
advertised rather than illustrating effectiveness
x E.g. In trying to prove effectiveness of campaigns - “In Kenya, rhinos are
sliced for their horns and military groups use helicopters to shoot down
elephants for their tusks for ivory sales. Singapore has raised
awareness of such issues by making use of (billboards at) public
transport such as train carriages and bus stops”

15:
x
x
x

16 18

Some attempt to evaluate effectiveness of advertisements
However, it is not consistently done. Essay may digress to negative
consequences.
At least one paragraph that concretely illustrates effectiveness of
advertisements
x E.g. “The campaign using the hashtag “know your lemons” effectively
reached out to a large target group and attracted the attention of
many.”

16:
x
x

Most of the essay (at
( t least two paragraphs)
(a
p ragraphs) shows understanding
pa
understan
of generic
term “effectiveness”
ven
enes
esss”
s”
Sustained quality
alit
ity of
it
ity
o examples
exa
amp
mple
es and
and reasoning
re
eason
onin
ng (of
(o
of effectiveness)
efffe
ef
ectivven
enes in these two
ua
paragraphs

17-18:
x
x

19 20

x

Essay shows
ws consistent understanding of generic term “effectiveness”
“effec
Sustained quality of examples and reasoning (of effectiveness) in every
paragraph
Relevant characteristics of today’s world are fleshed out and tied to arguments
x E.g. the use of technology to track consumer patterns to make more
targeted advertisements (Zalora recommending users brands based on
the things they were browsing earlier)

x
x

Essay shows consistent understanding of generic term “effectiveness”
Sustained quality of examples and reasoning inNeed
everyaparagraph
home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

x
x
x

Relevant characteristics of today’s world are fleshed out and tied to arguments
consistently
Examples cover a range of advertisements (by corporations, by governments,
by non-profit organisations, social media influencers etc)
Original insight

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Advertisements A notice or announcement in a public medium promoting a
product, service, event or even job vacancy.
Students should consider advertisements across different
mediums (print, television, the internet, social media) and for
different functions.

Generic
terms

Effectiveness

Though some of the usual “effectiveness factors” can be applied
here, eg reach and significance of impact, it is important to also
talk about how well the methods of advertising deployed today
meet the tastes and preferences of consumers today, especially
the tech savvy ones.

Context
term

Today’s world

Relevant characteristics of today’s world should be fleshed out
e.g. increased exposure to different media platforms, globalisation
leading to access to a greater variety of goods, more discerning /
educated consumers who value product reviews and accuracy in
product information.
Because of the context, students should bring in new age forms of
advertising such as social media influencers
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Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: Advertisements are largely
effective in today’s world.

Possible stand: Advertisements are largely
ineffective in today’s world.

TS1: With the rise of the internet, advertising is now
more powerful than ever in being able to reach out to
consumers through viral marketing. These videos
often are uploaded on social media platforms and
spread beyond borders, quickly raising the profile of
the product.

TS1: Given the dominance of the internet in
today’s world and the use of multiple platforms is
important for a comprehensive reach,
advertisements disseminated only on traditional
forms of media platforms are no longer able to
effectively reach out to consumers.

TS2: Furthermore, advertisers have adapted with the
times, no longer merely creating generic
advertisements for the masses, instead tapping on
“influencers” to reach out to different target groups.

TS2: Furthermore, due to consumers having the
platform of the internet to share their honest
reviews with other consumers, people have grown
more cynical of advertisements that exaggerate
product benefits or strengths.

TS3: Additionally, in this age of globalisation where
consumers have access to a wide variety of goods,
Overseas advertisers have adjusted their marketing
techniques to have local media producers make ads
with a local flavour that appeal to the consumers
there.

TS3: Moreover, given the information age that we
are in, where we are constantly bombarded with
information and messages from various different
media platforms, advertisements often only have
a fleeting impact on consumers.

Question 2: ‘Cultural and heritage sites have lost their relevance.’ How far is this true of your
society?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12 10:
x
x

Question is misinterpreted - either 1) cultural and heritage sites - mistakened certain
places as such 2) relevance - mistakenly addressed
Singapore is completely left out

11-12:
x

x

“Cultural and heritage sites” - are collapsed into the same thing - with “lost their
relevance’ both barely addressed accurately; for e.g.“Sites” seen as simply “old places”,
and so on, and “Relevance” see
seen
as
‘still around’ or so on.
en simplyy and myopicallyy a
s ‘s
Evidence ranging
angi
ging
g from
fro
om mostly
mos
mo
stlyy none,
non
ne,
e and
d where
whe
here
re
e there
the
h re
e are
are any,
any they are factually
wrong or not
ot Singapore,
Sing
Si
ngap
ng
pore,
e to,
e,
to, those
tho
hose
ho
se that
tha
hat are
ha
ar cliche
ar
cllic
c
iche
e and
and yet
yett used
use ‘narratively’ and not as
evidence

13 - 15 13-14:
Understanding of Terms:
x Spore “Cultural and heritage sites” - are collapsed into the same thing, and, “lost their
relevance’ both addressed with mere allusions to them without explanations of what they
are.
Evidence:
x Extremely limited - cliche (one or two) and narratively used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Ranging from limited to just barely acceptable range of address of key generic and
topical terms
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
x Reasoning is mostly absent or irrelevant

15:
Understanding of Terms:
x Spore “Cultural and heritage sites” and “lost their relevance’ both addressed with
acceptable paraphrase and explained simply as such: Sites of cultural importance/
important to heritage (without clear understanding of terms convincingly shown)
x Reasoning is over-simplistic but relevant
Evidence:
x Somewhat limited evidence - cliche (two or three) and with them mostly narratively used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x Standard is of just about/barely acceptable address of key generic and topical terms
16 - 18 16:
Understanding of Terms:
x Spore “Cultural and heritage sites” and “lost their relevance’ both addressed with
acceptable paraphrase and explained acceptably as such: Sites important to history and
sense of who we are
x Both ‘cultural’ (rituals and beliefs) and ‘heritage’ (shared history) are understood and
explained accurately
x Address of past - when these sites have significant cultural and heritage importance
x Reasoning is acceptable
Evidence:
x Acceptable range of evidence that range from hints of apt use to some aptly used
x Non-cliche evidence used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x Acceptable address of key generic and topical terms
17-18:
Understanding of Terms:
x Spore “Cultural and heritage sites” and “lost their relevance’ both addressed with
acceptable paraphrase and explained acceptably as such: Sites important to history and
sense of who we are and rather confidently employed
x Both ‘cultural’ (rituals and beliefs) and ‘heritage’ (shared history) are understood and
explained accurately
x Address of past - when these sites have significant cultural and heritage importance
x Reasoning is rather strong - such as: due to globalisation, capitalist goals… etc.
Evidence:
x Acceptable range of evidence that are all aptly used
x Non-cliche evidence used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x Good range of address of key generic and topical terms
19 - 20 All of the above +
x Impressive list of evidence used aptly
21 - 23 All of the above +
x Attempt to evaluate
eva
aluat
luat
lu
ate how
ho
ow far
far itt has
has
as lost
los
ost orr has
as not
as
nott lost
los
ostt relevance
re
elev
le
evan in a simple manner either through
gh
h arg
rg
g by
by numbers
numb
nu
ber
ers
s etc.
etc.
et
c
24 - 25 All of the above +
x Attempt to sophisticatedly evaluate how far it has lost or has not lost relevance in a
simple manner - e.g. that whether or not it has lost its relevance depends not so much
with what sites are kept or demolished, but how Sporeans as a whole utilise and view
these sites, and how the government has managed to (or not) utilise these sites and
leverage on them to build new, modernised infrastructures and archiecture.
Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
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Topical
term

Cultural and
heritage sites

Cultural and heritage sites refer to an official location where pieces of political,
military, cultural, or social history have been preserved due to their cultural
heritage value such as the St. Andrews Cathedral Church, Fort Canning,
Sentosa (Fort Siloso), Changi Museum, the Cenotaph, Botanical Gardens, Sri
Mariamman temple, Har Par Villa, Sultan Mosque (in Kampong Glam), Malay
Heritage Centre, Peranakan cultural places and restaurants, Chinatown as a
whole, Little India as a whole…etc.

Generic
terms

Relevance

Of use, applicable, serves a purpose or function

How far is
this true

The extent to which this statement is true and happening in Singapore –
students should either quantify the extent of relevance (largely relevant
versus not much relevant) or consider the conditions in which they are/are not
relevant.

Your society

Relevant characteristics of Singapore should be fleshed out e.g. highly
developed, pragmatic…
Still retains or does not retain its function, with regard to areas such as
lifestyle, work, stress, economy, political stability, social integration, and so
on.

Context
term

Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: Yes, this is true to a large
extent

Possible stand: No, this is mostly untrue.

TS1: Singapore, as LHL has mentioned in recent
times, aims and needs to move into the future as a
growing IT and science hub. For that to happen,
many of the low-lying shop houses in Chinatown
and Little India might have to go to make way for
these, particularly due to our limited land space as seen in Bukit brown incident (cultural site?)

TS1: It might seem as though cultural and heritage
sites are of not much significance now, what with
Singapore moving towards becoming an IT and
science and Technological hub. However, buildings
and sites such as Sri M temple and Chinatown
have in fact had a major 'facelift' in recent times.
Because the Govt recognises the allure of these
sites, many of the old shophouses have now been
transformed and renovated into modern, hip
restaurants and pubs and shops, bringing about a
new form of vibrancy to this cosmopolitan city that
thrives and feeds on tourism. Let's not forget the
millions of dollars used
ussed to
t renovate cultural and
heritage
church and the
herrittage
g sites
sit
ites
ess like
likke the
the Novena
No
church
chur
urr h near
urch
nea
earr City
Ciity Hall,
C
Hal
a l, as well as Fort Canning, all
off which
on tourism and even
which
h have
hav
ave
e a part
pa
art to
to play
p
exhibitions.
e hi
ex
hibi
b tion
ns.
s.

TS2: Many of the younger generation
eneration of
Singaporeans are already westernised,
'koreanised, and japanised', what with the influx of
media-related influence in our highly globalised
societiy. Hence, these sites no longer hold the
same allure and significance for many of them,
who are rather secularised and modernised.

TS2: These sites also p
play the crucial role in social
integration. They are reminders of our forefathers,
our heritage and history and the fact that we are all
migrants at one point, coming together with a
common goal of succeeding together regardless of
race, language or religion.
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TS3: These are crucial monuments of peace and
calm for the majority of our migrant workers who
come mostly from china, India and Bangladesh.
Indeed, Filipinos like congregating in the St
Andrews cathedral too, another of the cultural and
heritage sites. Botanic Gardens too offer us a
reprieve from stressful lives. Because they act as
monuments that resemble their homeland, and are
places that have culturally and historically been
known to facilitate the congregation of their own
peoples in this foreign land, they serve to bring
about calm and peace as well as allay
homesickness for them, which all translates to
better social cohesion and less social problems
regarding integration.
TS4: They also serve as a reminder to the younger
generations of the hardships and lives sacrificed for
the land; and as for the elderly, they are a show of
respect and gratitude to the pains and losses they
have to endure, to allow for the country to become
what it is today.
Question 3: Can a country afford to isolate itself from the rest?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12

10:
- Arguments with no clear idea of what it means to ‘isolate itself from the rest’.
E.g. Student talks about a country who wants to help another country but does not want to
cooperate with other countries in doing so. Or student talks about wanting to have bilateral
relations rather than relations with many countries.
- Arguments merely offer advantages of self-isolation, without paying attention to the cost of
doing so.

11-12:
- Student may be providing costs of isolation but lacks any real world examples (only
hypothetical discussion)
ssion) OR onlyy pros and cons of being self-sufficient
self-suf
u ficie (if cons are evaluated to
show if it is a cost the
e country
count
ou
untry
ryy can
can afford
affford Æ ccan
an pass)
pass)
asss))
13 - 15

13-14:
- Only with one aspect
pec
ecct of isolation
iso
sola
lati
la
tion
ti
on is
is dealt
deal
de
allt with
a
with eg
eg trade.
trad
ad
de.
- Superficial reasoning
oni
niing
ning
g to
to evaluate
e a
ev
allua
ate
e the
he country’s
cou
o nttry
ry’s capability
cap
a ab
ap
a illit
ity
y to
t go on its own E.g. They have
their own resources,
s so they can go on their own
OR list a disadvantage without weighing the disadvantage to see if it is something a country can
afford, then merely say that is why the country cannot afford to isolate itself.
- One good argument but has weak examples can get a pass.
15: - Only one good argument evaluating a country’s ability or inability to withdraw from the rest
of the world ie showing that the costs are bearable or alternatives are available, supported by
concrete examples
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16 - 18

16: - All paragraphs may deal with only one aspect of isolation but there is sustained evaluation
in at least two paragraphs, showing possible impact of such an action, with the appropriate
characteristics of those nations which can or cannot afford to depart from the general norm of
global participation, and supported by sustained quality of examples.
17-18: - Arguments deal with a range of aspects of isolation, eg trade, information, migration,
etc, but reasoning and examples lack the depth of those in the higher bands.

19 –
20

Arguments deal with a range of aspects of isolation, eg trade, information, migration, etc,
showing implications of such an action, with the appropriate characteristics of those nations
which can or cannot afford to depart from the general norm of global participation. Arguments
are supported by sustained quality of examples.
Student is able to not just consider the immediate cost but also considers long term
sustainability

21 - 23

The script displays a deep understanding of the subject of isolation, showing the implications of
such an action, with the appropriate characteristics of those nations which can or cannot afford
to depart from the general norm of global participation. Arguments are supported by sustained
quality of examples..
Student is able to not just consider the immediate cost but also considers long term
sustainability

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Country
Isolate from
the rest

A nation with its own government
To cut off connection from others / remain alone , whether in terms of
diplomatic relations, or the flow of trade, information or movement of people

Generic
terms

Can afford to

to be able to do or spare something, esp without incurring (financial)
difficulties or without risk of undesirable consequences
Students cannot merely see this as a “should” question where they examine
pros (irrelevant to this question) and cons of isolation.

Context
term

None

Default global and today’s society
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Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: A country can ill-afford to
isolate itself

Possible stand: A country can afford to isolate
itself

TS1: For most countries, it is too much risk to not
establish good diplomatic nations with other
countries as it could potentially cost national
security and peace

TS1: Countries that have strong military might and
advanced defence technology could afford to not
form close diplomatic ties with others since it is
unlikely that other countries would want to risk
attacking them.

TS2: For countries that are highly reliant on
openness to information and trade, not participating
in or withdrawing from global trade with the
intention to boost its local industries is likely to
reduce economic competitiveness leading to cost
inefficiencies and economic hardship.

TS2: A country that has immense resources can
rely on its own availability of such resources and
be able to regulate its imports without fear of the
country suffering from deprivation or insufficiency.

TS3: Similarly, restricting access to the Internet and
information from the international media is suicidal
as the country can ill-afford to stunt the intellectual
development of its people, limit opportunities for
cross-cultural exchange and stymie businesses
which rely on time-sensitive information, all of which
will have severe consequences on the economic
and social progress of the country.

TS3: Stunted intellectual development as a result
of isolation, arising from restrictions to information
provided by the international media, can have
serious consequences on development in political
thought, scientific and technological
advancements, and economic and social progress,
but such a cost may be something the government
is willing to bear, as the possibility of dissent is
reduced and the people’s dependence on, and
perceived loyalty to, the government may be
enhanced instead.

TS4: Likewise, restricting the liberal movement of
people into and out of the country, especially for
education or employment, is likely to limit
opportunities for cross-cultural learning and
business development and cause a shortage of
manpower, leading to a less vibrant economy and a
less culturally-diverse society, which may have
severe implications for the country’s development.

TS4: The liberal movement of people in and out of
the country may bring immense benefits to
economic growth and the reputation of the country,
but giving it up may be a cost that a government is
willing to bear, considering that the context now is
that such a curtailment brings more benefits – in
terms of improved security (eg reduced threat of
terrorism) and increased job opportunities to the
local people.

Question 4:

‘Medical science should seek to heal rather than enhance.’ Comment.

Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12

10:
x
x

x

Student approaches
pprroa
oach
ches
ess question
que
uest
stiion as a pros
st
pro
os and cons
co s of
of medical
medica science (no awareness of
generic terms
erms “heal” or “enhance”)
Student misinterprets and shows NO understanding of generic terms “heal” AND
“enhance”
x E.g. Student sees “enhancement” as “prevention of diseases” without clearly
explaining what is being “enhanced” to achieve this better ability to prevent
diseases
Student talks about other types of S&T that are not medical
x E.g. “Medical science enhanced food stock” (GM food)

11-12:
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x
x
x

13 - 15

Student describes instances of medical science healing/enhancing without evaluation
the pros and cons (“should”)
Student digresses to limitations of medical science
x E.g. “Medical science is too costly and hence people cannot afford to be healed”
Student only talks about healing/enhancement

13-14:
x
x
x

Shows a general understanding of key terms in the question (both “healing” and
“enhancement” must be addressed at some point in the essay)
May digress in some paragraphs
Very generic/thin examples
x E.g. Vitamins, steroids, medication referred to in general terms, no real world
reference

15:
x
x
x
x

16 - 18

Shows a general understanding of key terms in the question (at least one paragraph
clearly addresses both generic terms)
May digress in some paragraphs
At least one paragraph that concretely illustrates pros/cons of healing/enhancing
Sees “enhancement” as purely “making our bodies stronger/enhancing our immunity
system” throughout the essay making the contention limited to “prevention is better
than cure”

16:
x
x
x

At least two paragraphs understanding of generic term “should...heal/enhance”
Sustained quality of examples and reasoning in every paragraph
Range of arguments: student also considers “enhancement” as cosmetic/unnecessary
improvements to an otherwise healthy individual

17-18:
x
x
x

x

19 - 20

x
x
x
x
x
x

Essay shows consistent understanding of generic term “should...heal/enhance”
Sustained quality of examples and reasoning in every paragraph
Essay attempts a weighing/comparison of the two functions in reasoning (rather than
evaluating them in isolation)
x E.g. “medical science should be meant for helping those in need, and
enhancement should be of less priority”
Range of arguments - students can see beyond the pragmatic costs and benefits of
healing/enhancing and considers also the moral/ethical issues
x E.g. Moral obligation to use limited funds on ending suffering rather than
developing performance-enhancing drugs”
Essay shows consistent understanding of generic term “should...heal/enhance”
Sustained quality
y of examples and reasoning in every paragraph
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ha
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o all/e
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/eth
thic
th
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issu
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Essay shows
wss understanding
un
nde
ders
rs
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ndin
ing
in
n off the
the
e false
fallse
se choice
cho
oicce and
an
nd shows
shows that
t
were possible (i.e.
resources are not limited),
limited) both aims can actually be met
Original insight - Showing that the two are interlinked/don’t have to be separate

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Medical science

The branch of science concerned with the study of the diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention of disease.
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Generic
terms

Should seek to
heal rather than
enhance

Context
term

Default global and
current

Pros and cons of focusing on healing (recovering from / treatment of
illnesses, injuries, diseases, terminal conditions) rather than enhancing
(cosmetic changes to the body not for health reasons) and vice versa.
Students can also choose to argue that it should seek to do both.
This is technically not a comparative question, though the comparative
approach can be adopted to deepen the analysis.

Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: Medical science should seek
to heal rather than enhance.

Possible stand: Medical science should seek to
both heal and enhance.

TS1: Medical science should seek to heal rather
than enhance since afflictions that require healing
are often more pressing. In contrast, a healthy
person’s desire to improve their physical features
is not a necessary procedure.

TS1: Certain enhancement procedures serve the
important function of raising self-esteem of
individuals.

TS2: The enhancement of the human body
sometimes brings with it certain moral
quandaries, so it can be argued that medical
science should focus on providing solutions to
current medical problems instead.

TS2: Furthermore, if patients are willing to pay
money for medical enhancements, it should not be
turned away since ultimately this can generate
money for the industry to continue to improve and
fuel innovations.

TS3: When resources are limited, medical
science should seek to prioritise healing rather
than enhancement since saving a human life is
more important that merely making it better.

TS3: Given the rate of advancement of medical
science, it can and should seek to do both. To limit it
to only achieving one aim would be limiting the
potential of medical science.
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Question 5: How far can we alleviate poverty when discrimination exists?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12

10:
x
x
x

Arguments discuss the alleviation of poverty without any mention of discrimination.
Other solutions may be discussed instead.
Arguments may also discuss discrimination without a convincing link to poverty.
There are no examples provided, merely generalisations.

11-12:
x
x
x
x

13 - 15

Arguments discuss the alleviation of poverty and make passing mention of
discrimination either as an obstacle or as a factor that is unrelated to poverty.
The alleviation of poverty is merely asserted.
The causal relationship between discrimination and poverty is merely asserted.
There are no examples provided, merely generalisations.

13-14:
x

x
x

Arguments should consist of either:
x Poverty cannot be alleviated due to the presence of discrimination.
x Poverty can be alleviated despite the presence of discrimination.
The relationship (or lack of) between discrimination and poverty is clearly/convincingly
explained.
Successful/failed alleviation of poverty may be asserted.

15:
x
x

16 - 18

Additionally, at least one argument attempted contains evidence of poverty and
discrimination.
Successful/failed alleviation of poverty is clearly/convincingly explained.

16:
x
x
x

All paragraphs contain evidence of poverty and discrimination.
One paragraph contains evidence of P and D, but there are examples of
alleviation/failure.
Successful/failed alleviation of poverty is clearly/convincingly explained.

17-18:

19 - 20

x
x

All paragraphs contain evidence of poverty and discrimination.
Successful/failed alleviation of poverty is support with evidence in at least one
argument.

x
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Question 6: ‘Dictatorships are more efficient than democracies.’ Discuss.
Descriptors for content mark:
10

ĺ Script demonstrates gross misunderstanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’* and ‘democracies’
ĺ Script demonstrates gross misunderstanding of key term ‘efficient’ eg efficient in promoting
human rights without showing how human rights are a function to be protected by the govt.
ĺ Script does not even attempt comparison between dictatorships and democracies.
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*https://www.britannica.com/topic/dictatorship
Dictatorship, form of government in which one person or a small group possesses absolute
power without effective constitutional limitations. The term dictatorship comes from the Latin
title dictator, which in the Roman Republic designated a temporary magistrate who was
granted extraordinary powers in order to deal with state crises.
11-12

ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’ and ‘democracies’
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key term ‘efficient’ (even if understanding
is not 100% accurate).
ĺ Script does attempt a comparison between dictatorships and democracies.
ĺ Script has zero concrete examples

13-14

→ SPECIAL RULE: 1 pass-quality para (relevant reasoning + concrete example)
guarantees 13 marks.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’ and ‘democracies’
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key term ‘efficient’ (even if understanding
is not 100% accurate or if it is limited to speed / how quick, in various situations).
ĺ Script does attempt a comparison between dictatorships and democracies.
ĺ Script has some (at least 1) concrete examples

15-16

→ SPECIAL RULE: 1 good quality para (relevant and valid reasoning + good quality
concrete example) guarantees 15 marks; 2 of such paragraphs guarantee 16 marks.
ĺ Script shows a consideration of some of the advantages (in terms of efficiency) of
dictatorships OR some of the weaknesses (in terms of efficiency) of democracies.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’ and ‘democracies’
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key term ‘efficient’ (even if understanding is
not 100% accurate).
ĺ Script has some good quality concrete examples

17-18

ĺ Script shows a consideration of some of the advantages (in terms of efficiency) of
dictatorships OR some of the weaknesses (in terms of efficiency) of democracies.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’ and ‘democracies’
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key term ‘efficient’ (even if understanding is
not 100% accurate).
ĺ Script makes a fair and sensible (i.e. not biased, myopic, or uninformed) comparison
between dictatorships and democracies.
ĺ Script consistently makes a comparison between dictatorships and democracies.
ĺ Script consistently (at least 3 paragraphs) has good quality concrete examples

19-20

ĺ Script shows a consideration of some of the advantages (in terms of efficiency) of
dictatorships OR some of the weaknesses (in terms of efficiency) of democracies.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘dictatorships’ and ‘democracies’
monstrate some understanding of key term ‘efficient’
efficie (even if understanding is
ĺ Script does demonstrate
not 100% accurate).
e).
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21 and
above

→ Script raises good insights (e.g. “The type of efficiency that dictatorship promotes is
not as important as the type of efficiency that democracy promotes.”).

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Dictatorship
Democracy

A dictatorship is one in which the leader has absolute rule / total power over a
nation or state, and usually obtained his position of power by force.
A democracy is one in which the people rule, and the leader is often more
concerned with meeting the people’s wants and feeding their citizens’ needs.
The leader often gets elected into office
through
voting.
Need
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13 - 15

13-14: - One good argument (either moral or pragmatic) but has weak examples can get a
pass.
x

Throughout essay arguments do not address the possible harm eg threat social
cohesion / moral values that artistic expression can cause to society and do not raise
the need for setting any limits on such expression.
Where examples are provided, they are merely described and not evaluated.
15: - But there is only one good argument that is convincing and examples are well-evaluated.
16 - 18

In order to get 16 and above, student should not have contradictions in stand (i.e. “there should
not be any limits”, next paragraph “there should be limits in this case”)
16: - Arguments deal with a narrow range of points (at least two relevant arguments) but there
is sustained evaluation, supported by quality examples.
17-18: - Arguments show consistent (at least 3 paras) relevance and are supported by
examples, but lack the depth of those in the higher bands.

19 – 20

The script displays a deep understanding of the subject of artistic expression, and portrays
clearly the polarising tension that unlimited expression can bring to bear on society. Arguments
are supported by sustained quality of examples.

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Artistic expression

Declarations of one's ideas and feelings through the medium of art,
whether music, dance, drawing, writing, theatre etc

Generic
terms

Should
Any limit

Moral and pragmatic arguments (for and against setting limits on
artistic expression)
A point beyond which people should not cross / censorship /
regulations
Absolute proposition

Context
terms

Default global and
current

Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: There should be limits set on
artistic expression.

Possible stand: There should be no limits set on
artistic expression.

TS1: The protection of an individual's
divi
vidu
vi
d al's
du
s rights
rig
ght
htss ends
e dss
en
when these rights impinge on
n the
the safety
saf
a et
etyy and
an d
rights of others. To create an
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excep
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epti
tion
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on for
on
for art
art
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ng content
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h
would be hypocritical and justifying
as hate speech as a form of art is providing a
loophole for its existence.
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S Stifling
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ng ffree
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ee ex
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p
essi
TS1:
expression,
particularly the creative
abilities
abilililit
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s is a violation of the
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being. Civil rights should
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ndiivi
v du
dual’s right
rig
ight
h as
ht
as a human
hu
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ot be restricted
restr
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tr
iccte
t d so
o long
long as no illegal acts are
not
committed in the creative rocess.

TS2: Many forms of modern art seek to push the
boundaries on topics like sex, race, religion or
politics, beyond what is acceptable, and such
content may not be suitable for everyone, eg
children have to be protected, and it should be
up to the society to decide on the level of
tolerance for itself and impose limits, where
necessary.

TS2: The public should have a choice in deciding
whether to view or access the content without the
need for limits to be imposed. Everyone should
exercise his personal discretion, eg parents should
refrain from taking their children to view art that they
deem offensive.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

TS3: Art is often a platform for political commentary
and for limits to be imposed by the government, it
would defeat this purpose of art and potentially hinder
any chance for change.
Question 8: To what extent are wars and conflicts due to poor leadership?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12 10: x

Question is misinterpreted: e.g. no mention of poor leadership, or no mention of other
factors, or no mention of cause of effect from these three elements.

11-12:

“Poor leadership” barely addressed acceptably [student tried to address but did a
very poor job]
x “Wars” and “conflicts” barely addressed acceptably
Evidence:
x Extremely limited - one relevant one - (e.g., Singapore only, or only mention of a cliche
case, such as those of Hitler or merely historical contexts and no recent ones) [The
cliched Hitler example cannot be accepted even if well-explained?]
Issue is dealt with as such:
x Simply stating “Wars” or “conflicts” are caused by “Poor leadership”, without necessarily
proving it [no attempt even to show how war/conflict brought/not brought about
about by poor leadership]
x

13 - 15 13-14:
Understanding of Terms:
x “Poor leadership” addressed by merely alluding to it
x “Wars” or “Conflicts” collapsed into 1 topic instead of being dealt with separately;
meaning, only one is addressed [Are we then expecting students to (i) deal with
both tensions and armed conflict and (i) deal with both international and domestic
war?”] [Possible to shift this requirement for scope/range of points to the 19-20
band?]
Evidence:
x Extremely limited - one relevant one - (e.g., Singapore only, or only mention of a cliche
case, such as those of Hitler or merely historical contexts and no recent ones)
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Poor leadership” has led to wars; Other factors have led to wars/conflicts too - this is
proven through examples (example driven) without being able to name exactly what the
o wars.
war
other factor other than poor leadership is,, that has led to
15:
rms:
Understanding of Ter
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ersh
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C fli t ” both
b th are being
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d lt with
ith [Possible
[P
ibl to
t shift this requirement for
scope/range of points to the 19-20 band?]
x

Evidence:
x Somewhat limited - two - and cliche as well (e.g., Singapore only, or only mention of
cliche cases, such as those of Hitler or merely historical contexts and no recent ones);
they are mostly ‘narrative’ [Are we able to shift this requirement for original (noncliche) examples to a higher band?]
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Poor leadership” such as (such and such...) have led to conflict and wars; Other factors
Need a home
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have led to wars too - this is proven through examples
(example
driven)
without being

able to name exactly what the other factor other than poor leadership is, that has led to
wars. [Can we shift this requirement to bring in other factors (to evaluate extent) to
the 16-18 band?] [To get 15 student does not need to mention other factors than
leadership.]
16 - 18 16:
Understanding of Terms:
x “Poor leadership” addressed by acceptable attempts to paraphrase and explain it (such
as, “short-sighted, rash...etc.”)
x “Wars” or “Conflicts” both are being dealt with
Evidence:
x Acceptable range of evidence that range from simply ‘narrative’ with hints of apt use, to
some aptly used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Poor leadership” such as (such and such...) have led to conflict and wars; Other factors
(such as geographical location, having aggresive neighbours, history of violence and
tensions, land and capital ...etc.) have led to wars too, with some evidence that range
from simply ‘narrative’ with hints of apt use, to some aptly used [To get 16 student
must mention specifically other factors than leadership.]
17-18:
Understanding of Terms:
x “Poor leadership” addressed by acceptable attempts to paraphrase and explain it (such
as, “short-sighted, rash...etc.”)
x “Wars” or “Conflicts” both are being dealt with
Evidence:
x Acceptable range of evidence that are all aptly used
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Poor leadership” such as (such and such...) have led to conflict and wars; Other factors
(such as geographical location, having aggresive neighbours, history of violence and
tensions, land and capital ...etc.) have led to wars too, with a range of evidence all aptly
used
19 - 20

x
x

All the above +
Impressive list of evidence all aptly used

21 - 23

x
x

All the above +
Attempt to evaluate how far [e.g. within this case/scenario, the degree to which poor
leadership caused war and conflict] and how true [e.g. across cases, how many
wars and conflicts are caused by poor leadership?] it is that wars and conflicts are
caused by poor leadership or by other factors as mentioned; not sophisticated but
acceptable; e.g., by number of cases...etc.

24 - 25

x
x
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ve +
Attempt to evaluate
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them.

Question 9: Should science progress without any influence from religion?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors
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10 - 12 10:
x

x

Question is misinterpreted: e.g. DOES NOT show understanding that ‘religion’ here
implies the whole host of moral implications it professes to teach and uphold (e.g. Belief
that one must not ‘play God’, ‘manipulate nature as it is intended to be’, must not ‘hurt or
kill people, even the unborn or those with the potential to be alive’, and that one must
follow these rules and precepts, regardless of the benefits progress).
No relevant evidence

11-12:
Understanding of Terms:
x “Science progress”, “Religion” and “Influence” are addressed by merely alluding to them
– there is no clear attempts to explain the CONNECTION between religion and science,
but allude to them as almost like separate entities.
x “Should” barely addressed; merely stated as claims without reasoning.
Evidence:
x Range from none to extremely limited evidence of “should/should not influence” - limited
to merely cliché ones that are somewhat outdated and used as mostly as ‘narrative’.
Issue is dealt with as such:
Basically, attempts at proving (through reasoning and evidence) that science is being hampered
by religion, or religion being useful for science progress, are mostly made as (ranging from)
none to basic sweeping claims (such as R will hinder S, R is important as it teaches
morals…etc.)
13 - 15 Understanding of Terms:
x “Science progress”, “Religion” and “Influence” are addressed by merely alluding to them
– there is no clear attempts to explain the CONNECTION between religion and science,
but allude to them as almost like separate entities.
x “Should” barely addressed and unconvincingly proven with weak reasoning; such as
“should because it is right; it is beneficial” or “should not because it is against it;
obstructs it” WITHOUT any or much elaboration on how it is ‘right’, ‘beneficial’, or how it
‘obstructs’ it.
Evidence:
x Extremely limited evidence of “should/should not influence” - limited to merely cliché
ones that are somewhat outdated and used as mostly as ‘narrative’.
Issue is dealt with as such:
Basically, attempts at proving (through reasoning and evidence) that science is being hampered
by religion, or religion being useful for science progress, are mostly made as (ranging from)
basic sweeping claims (such as R will hinder S, R is important as it teaches morals…etc.) to
general, unsubstantiated claims to claims that are poorly substantiated by evidence
16 - 18 16:
Understanding of Terms:
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)
x Clear attempt to consistently show the connection between religion and science and
whether it helps promote a safer and more humane form of scientific progress or
whether it hinders it much.
Evidence:
·
Evidence moves away from cliché to more recent and significant cases, and
instead of being narrative, now is used sometimes aptly to show the religion
promotes or hinders science progress.
Issue is dealt with as such:
x “Religion” is shown in acceptable manner how it either hinders or promotes science
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
progress. Evidence sometimes aptly used.

17-18:
All the above +
Evidence is all aptly used to substantiate stand.
19 - 20 All the above + Impressive list of evidence used
Reasons are more sophisticated – Sci needs Rel in order to 1) curb the rampant capitalistic and
financial exploitation of research materials for profit rather than humanity due to R’s persistence
in fighting for the rights of individuals and society and keep science progress for the sake of
humanity instead of profit-making MNCs; or, Rel should not be allowed to influence Rel because
1) its own precepts are questionable and outdated, 2) its hindering science progress has led to
lives ‘lost’, led to ‘lands uncharted’, slowing down progress which might be extremely
detrimental given our environmental predicament or health-related issues of pain, death, etc, 3)
Rel is not needed for a society to be deemed as moral (as logic and open discussion is the way
to go)
21 - 23 All the above +
Attempts to address ‘any’ (the extent portion) of question by explaining, rather unoriginally, that
because of the overwhelming number of cases…etc.
24 - 25 All the above +
Attempts at a sophisticated address of ‘any’ (the extent portion) of question, by explaining,
rather originally, that both need each other, in all areas of research, because doing away with
religion is in fact going against the idea of freedom of ideas and speech and discussion, and
might end up hampering more progress for science, as ultimately science is a tool that is used
to serve humanity, and not be a ruler of all. Science, in many cases, requires the portion in Rel
that grounds universal morals strongly in society, and ought to have such positive influence and
backing indeed, but at the same time, be allowed to do away, or at least question, other Rel
moral implications (such as right to abort, IVF, stem cell research …etc. as history has shown,
since Galileo, that in time, Rel can be more open, and somehow, ironically, even be made more
progressive, by Science, to become a positive influence of Science as well.
x

“should be present or not” or “should we have religion or not”

Question 10: To what extent can Singapore be optimistic about the future given her limitations?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12

10: - Arguments with no clear idea of what it means to ‘be optimistic about her future’ + no clear
unpacking of the condition
11-12:
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ntlly (our strengths and
nt
weaknesses)
x No mention o
off Sing
Si
S
Singapore’s
i gap
apor
ore’
e s lilimitations
imi
m ta
ation
o s (or
on
(o a mere
re
e repeat
rep
pea
e t “Singapore’s
“S
Sing
limitations” without
explaining or mentioning
ment
me
ntio
io
oni
ning
ng what
ng
wha
hatt itt is)
s))
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13 - 15

13-14:
- One good argument with evaluation of Singapore characteristics to warrant a sense of
optimism can get a pass.
Every paragraph deals with ‘pessimistic’ without a single paragraph dealing with various
degrees of optimism but clearly discusses Singapore characteristics. (cap at 13. Reasoning:
you can have little optimism yet not be pessimistic)
Superficial treatment of Singapore characteristics (whether strengths or weaknesses) and
little evaluation of characteristics of Singaporeans eg resilience, and of actions (eg policies to
overcome weaknesses)
Every paragraph deals with international events that Singapore is unable to tackle,
without providing characteristics of Singapore (in terms of vulnerabilities and actions being
taken to overcome the vulnerabilities) - essentially the same argument repeated over and over
again with different examples
- Superficial discussion of characteristics of the possible future landscape that warrants
concern (what does ‘optimistic’ or ‘having a bright future’ mean?) i.e. student projects to the
future but rather generally without surfacing a specific aspect of the future to be optimistic
about.
15:
- One very good argument (well illustrated), with evaluation of Singapore’s vulnerabilities or
strengths, to meet the challenges ahead.

16 - 18

16: - All paragraphs deal with only one aspect of Singapore’s future eg economic aspect but
there is sustained (at least two paragraphs) discussion of Singapore characteristics and
sustained quality of examples
17-18: - Arguments deal with a range of aspects concerning Singapore’s future, eg social and
economic, and are able to consider the various government policies / characteristics of its
people to deal with both domestic as well as global challenges leading to Singapore’s ability to
weather the uncertainties ahead.

19 –
20

The script displays a deep understanding of the various domestic, regional and global
limitations and challenges confronted by Singapore and is able to evaluate the extent of
success of a range of solutions to weather the challenges presented.

21 - 23

Beyond surfacing the range of challenges faced by Singapore, the script consistently displays
evaluation of extent eg degree of optimism, eg short-term vs long-term, reach of effect, root
cause, etc, within each paragraph (i.e. internal evaluation of extent of optimism)

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):
Topical
term

Optimistic
about the
future

Confident about the future, assessed in terms of the nation’s ability to
mitigate external and internal threats

Generic
terms

To what
extent

Students
Stud
uden
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uld qualify
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a if
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wh
ich
h this
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m ((very optimistic, not that
overall
either
quantifying
optimism
op
pti
timi
mist
mi
mist
s ic
ic)) or providing
pro
rovi
v di
ding
n conditions
ng
con
ondi
diti
di
t ons or areas
are
eas in
in which
whi we can be optimistic,
optimistic)
an
nd other
othe
ot
he
er areas
a ea
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as in which
whi
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c w
e may
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not be a
ble to b
and
we
able
be so optimistic.

can

Ability to achieve something

Your society

Relevant characteristics of Singapore context should be considered

Context
term
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Condition

Given her
limitations

The condition has to be acknowledged throughout the essay.
The condition is not up for debate.
Students should consider relevant limitations that might affect Singapore’s
ability to be optimistic e.g. small land size, ageing population etc.

Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: Singapore can hardly be
optimistic about the future

Possible stand: Singapore can largely be
optimistic about the future

TS1: Given Singapore’s geographical location
and limitations such as lack of resources and
smallness of its population causing it to be highly
dependent on the actions of major economies, no
matter what Singapore does, it is unable to tackle
external threats of geopolitics and economic and
political uncertainties on a global level.

TS1: Recognising its geographical limitations, the
government has successfully established diplomatic
relations with many countries and leveraged on its
location in South East Asia to form a strong regional
grouping, ASEAN, to negotiate its relations with the
world on a collective basis. So far, this has led to
regional stability and more opportunities for
employment, business, trade and travel.

TS2: On the domestic front, given Singapore’s
persistent low birth rates despite many years of
government incentives, a rapidly ageing
population and a reluctance to embrace a liberal
foreign talent inflow, productivity and domestic
growth rates will always be capped by such
limitations.

TS2: While low birth rates may be a persistent
problem, Singapore has tweaked its immigration
policies to place priority on jobs for Singaporeans,
while at the same time, leveraging on technology to
overcome manpower issues, resulting in reasons for
optimism.

TS3: Within the country, the multi-religious and
multi-racial composition of its population presents
challenges in the form of prejudice and
discrimination which are inherently hard to
overcome, a crisis along the lines of a racial riot
which had happened before, such as a terrorist
attack, can fracture the society along racial lines.

TS3: Given the multi-religious and multi-racial
composition of its population which may be a
potential cause for divisiveness, the government has
managed race relations well through policies
encouraging social cohesion and laws on censorship
that lay down out-of-bounds markers to prevent
actions that can spread ill-will, so there is no reason
to worry.

Question 11: ‘Consumerist lifestyles should be discouraged, not promoted.’ Do you agree?
Descriptors for content mark:
10

ĺ Script demonstrates gross misunderstanding of key terms ‘consumerist lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does not address
how things currently
d ess the
e ‘should’
s ou d in the
e question,
quest o , and
a d merely
e e y describes
des
are, rather than how they
ought
be.
he
ey ou
ugh
g t to b
e
e.

1112

nsttrat
atte some
s me
so
e understanding
under
nd
der
erst
s an
andi
ding
di
ng
g of
of key
ke
ey terms
terrms
te
rms ‘consumerist
rm
‘ccon
onsum
ĺ Script does demonstrate
lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does address
ss tthe
he
e ‘‘should’
sh
houlld’ in
n tthe
he question.
questtion.
e
ith
ther
her ((i)
i)) tthe
h p
he
ro
os of c
on
onsu
nsu
s meri
rism
ri
sm
mo
(ii)
i the c
i)
→ Script talks aboutt eith
either
pros
consumerism
orr (i
cons of consumerism.
oncrete examples
ĺ Script has zero concrete
→ NOTE: Credit scripts that attempt to weigh pros against cons.

1314

→ SPECIAL RULE: 1 pass-quality para (relevant reasoning + concrete example) guarantees
13 marks.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘consumerist lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does address the ‘should’ in the question.
ĺ Script talks about either (i) the pros of consumerism or (ii) the cons of consumerism.
ĺ Script has some (at least 1) concrete examples
→ NOTE: Credit scripts that attempt to weigh pros against cons.
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1516

→ SPECIAL RULE: 1 good quality para (relevant and valid reasoning + good quality concrete
example) guarantees 15 marks; 2 of such paragraphs guarantee 16 marks.
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘consumerist lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does address the ‘should’ in the question.
ĺ Script talks about both (i) the pros of consumerism and (ii) the cons of consumerism.
ĺ Script has some good quality concrete examples
→ NOTE: Credit scripts that attempt to weigh pros against cons.

1718

→ Script shows a consideration of some of the major advantages and drawbacks of
consumerism (i.e. student must demonstrate a more-than-superficial knowledge of this
topic).
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘consumerist lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does address the ‘should’ in the question.
ĺ Script talks about both (i) the pros of consumerism and (ii) the cons of consumerism.
ĺ Script has a good number of good quality concrete examples
→ NOTE: Credit scripts that attempt to weigh pros against cons.

1920

ĺ Script shows a consideration of some of the major advantages and drawbacks of consumerism
(i.e. student must demonstrate a more-than-superficial knowledge of this topic).
ĺ Script does demonstrate some understanding of key terms ‘consumerist lifestyle’.
ĺ Script does address the ‘should’ in the question.
ĺ Script talks about both (i) the pros of consumerism and (ii) the cons of consumerism.
ĺ Script has a good number of good quality concrete examples
ĺ Script convincingly weighs pros against cons.
→ Scripts have a good range of points.
→ Script raises good insights.

Question Analysis (Generic/Ambiguous/Key Terms):

Topical
term

Consumerist
lifestyles

A lifestyle characterised by buying and buying, always seeking the most
fashionable, the latest product or the better-than-before. The assumption
that people will discard the old for the newer items as well.

Generic
terms

Should be +
discouraged vs
promoted

Consider benefits vs problems OR pro and cons of such a lifestyle or the
pragmatic considerations of whether to encourage such a lifestyle
and
Consider the moral / ethical standpoint of whether such a wasteful,
materialistic lifestyle has only negative impacts to the environment, to the
self, to future generations.

Context
term

General

Though the context is not specified, relevant characteristics of today’s
g media / advertising promoting
world should be fleshed out e.g.
cconsumption
co
nssum
mptio
io
on habits
ha
abits
bits like
bi
likke buying
bu
uyi
y ng the latestt product,
prod
pr
o u globalisation leading to
acc
ac
ccess
s to
o a greater
grea
ate
terr variety
va
ariety
y of
of goods,
goo
oods
d , goods
ds
go
ood
ods
s of
of other nations, or leading to
access
constant
co
ons
nsta
antt product
pro
rodu
duct
du
ct improvements
imp
mpro
mp
rove
ro
veme
ve
m nt
nts ass well.
well.
l.
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Suggested Approaches:
Possible stand: Consumerist lifestyles should
be discouraged, not promoted

Possible stand: Consumerist lifestyles should be
promoted, not discouraged

TS1: Knowing that buying more means more
waste as the older and outdated products likely
get thrown away, people should be advised to
turn away from such a materialistic pursuit of the
latest things as global waste is a growing
problem.

TS1: The only way to push innovation and creation
of better products is to constantly target the desires
of consumers and meet their wants. With this in
mind, it is only right to encourage purchases and
luxurious pursuits.

TS2: In addition, natural resources get used up
ever more quickly as such wasteful lifestyles are
adopted and the use of these resources are often
for rather intangible or inconsequential purposes
like making one look trendy and fashionable.

TS2: After a nation has reached a level of
development, the next step to make life better for the
people is to encourage a higher standard of living. A
consumerist lifestyle is a natural rite of passage for
such nations who have a growing purchasing power.

TS3: In this age of globalisation where consumers
have access to a wide variety of goods, promoting
the consumerist lifestyle only serves to raise our
carbon footprint as we produce more and
transport them over long distances to overseas
markets.

TS3: Moreover, given the information age that we
are in, where it is easy to learn of the cultures and
the fashion styles of other nations, promoting
products and services to other nations is a way of
growing a particular brand’s market share and earn
greater profits.

TS4: From an ethical standpoint, we cannot
continue to encourage such irresponsible
lifestyles without regard for the environment and
future generations.
Question 12: ‘There is too much emphasis on image today.’ Do you agree?
Descriptors for content mark:
Mark
range

Descriptors

10 - 12

10:
x
x

Incorrect understanding of the term ‘image’ - photos, pictures, posters etc.
No clear understanding of the notion of having too much emphasis.

11-12:
x
x
x

13 - 15

Somewhat
at limited understanding of the term ‘image’
image mainly as physical appearance
and looks..
AND Anecdotal
cdo
do
ota
tall description
de
escri
r pt
ri
p io
ion
n off how
how being
n concerned
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nce
ern
ned
e with
witth image
im
has negative
impacts/can
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ben
e ef
efic
i ial.
ic
l.
AND Presentation
sen
nta
tati
tion
ti
on of
of negative
nega
ne
gati
ga
tiive impacts
tive
imp
mpac
acts
ac
ts fails
fails to
to capture
capt
ca
ptur
pt
ure
ur
e the severity
s
required to prove
‘too much emphasis’.
emph
em
phas
ph
has
asis
iss’.
’

13-14:
TO PASS, STUDENT MUST SHOW EXTENT+NEGATIVE
x Understanding of image may still be limited to the individual level (physical
appearance and looks).
x There is at least an argument that addresses image in a relevant manner.
x Explanation of argument captures the severity of ‘too much’ or that there is not ‘too
much’.
x Evidence might still be anecdotal/general.
x There might be concrete evidence that fails to
support
the yardstick.
Need
a home
tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

15:
x
x

16 - 18

There is at least one relevant argument that successfully proves ‘too much’ or not ‘too
much’.
Concrete evidence is present for this argument too.

16:
x

There are relevant arguments (at least two) but there is a lack of consistency in
explaining the yardstick or providing concrete evidence.

17-18:

19 - 20

x
x

Arguments may be limited to individual but should go beyond just physical appearance
There are at least three relevant arguments with yardstick clearly
explained/addressed, concrete examples are present.

x
x

All arguments contain concrete evidence and clear explanation of the yardstick.
Arguments cover a good range of ‘image’, going beyond just the individual level.
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2

Joel Stein considers the best and the worst traits of Millennials.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

It is tempting to think of the millennials as lazy, entitled, selfish and shallow. Certainly, there have been
complaints about the high incidence of narcissistic behaviour among them. Millennials received so many
participation trophies growing up that a recent study showed that 40% believe they should be promoted
every two years, regardless of performance. They are so convinced of their own greatness that they are
disappointed when the world refuses to affirm how “great” they know they are.

5

Millennials consist of people born between 1980 and 2000. To put it more simply for them, the group is
made up mostly of teens and 20-somethings. Each country's millennials are different, but because of
globalisation, social media, the exporting of Western culture and the speed of change, millennials
worldwide are more similar to one another than to older generations within their nations. Even in China,
a generation as overconfident and self-involved as the Western one has been created.

10

The idea of the teenager started in the 1920s, where most of their social interactions were with adults in
their family or in the workplace. Now that smartphones allow millennials to socialise at every hour – an
average of 88 texts are sent a day – they are living under the constant influence of their friends. Never
before in history have people been able to grow up and reach the early twenties so dominated by peers.
To develop intellectually, an individual has to relate to older people and older things. It is no wonder that
millennials are stunted.
In spite of their perceived immaturity, this is the most threatening and exciting generation not because
they are trying to take over the Establishment, but because they are growing up without one. This is why
millennials do not need us. While the Industrial Revolution has made baby boomers powerful – they
could move to a city, start a business, and form organisations, the Information Revolution has further
empowered millennials by handing them the technology to compete against huge organisations: hackers
versus corporations, bloggers versus newspapers, YouTubers versus studios.
Millennials are interacting all day but almost entirely through a screen. They can be seen sitting next to
one another and texting. They might look calm, but they are deeply anxious about missing out on
something better. Seventy percent of them check their phones every hour, and many experience
phantom pocket-vibration syndrome. That constant search for a hit of dopamine (when someone likes
their status update or approves of their selfies from the dressing room) reduces creativity. Both a lack of
face-to-face time and higher degrees of narcissism have similarly reduced empathy. Millennials are
apathetic: they have less civic engagement and lower political participation than any previous group. Not
only do they lack the kind of empathy that allows them to feel concerned for others, but they also have
trouble even intellectually understanding others' points of view.
What they do understand is how to turn themselves into brands, with "friend" and "follower" tallies that
serve as sales figures. As with most sales, positivity and confidence work best. According to W. Keith
Campbell, a psychology professor at the University of Georgia, “People are inflating themselves like
balloons on Facebook. If you do this well enough on Instagram, YouTube and Twitter, you can become
a microcelebrity.” It is no wonder millennials are so fame-obsessed.
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They are technologically adept, first of all. The millennials are technologically precocious, growing up
with a rattle in one hand and a computer mouse in the other. They may have the least seniority but claim
the most authority when it comes to technical support. They welcome change. Millennials are by nature
well-suited for the unpredictable workplace of the future. They do not know enough to be prudent, and
therefore attempt the impossible. They have less baggage – they get married later, and have children
even later in life – and can therefore afford to take risks.
They think differently, unencumbered by years of education and experience which were once necessary
to succeed, but are now increasingly seen as irrelevant, even a liability. Young companies, born on the
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3
right side of the digital divide, are running circles around their older, richer, slower rivals. For a company
to think outside the box, why not learn by working with people who do not know there is a box?
10 They are independent. One of the most pervasive business trends of the past decade has been the rise
of the free agent, caused both by the breakdown of the social contract between companies and
employees, and by the growing share in the workforce of knowledge workers with portable skills. The
millennials came of age as that social contract was dissolving. They have never expected loyalty from a
company, nor have they expected to give it. They define themselves by their skills, not the firm they work
for. The overwhelming majority of graduates see their career at graduation not as a straight line of
advancement in one company but as a zigzag path from company to company, job to job, skill to skill.
11 They are entrepreneurial. With a booming economy, capital for the taking and an unprecedented
technological opportunity, it is no surprise that more have been striking out on their own. This is not just
the bravado of callow youth: by the time they enter university, most teenagers already know far more
about the business world than their parents ever did. The signs of this business precociousness are
everywhere. Universities used to tell students to go out and get experience in the workplace, learning at
someone’s expense, before thinking about starting their own firms. Now they run on-campus Incubators
for the shrinking number of students that have postponed entrepreneurship long enough to go to college
at all. The oracle of trend-spotting, Vanity Fair, has had to coin a new word to capture the phenomenon:
“Enfantrepreneurs”.
12 We are in the middle of a changing of the guard. The millennials are moving from the shadows to the
spotlight in the workplace, thanks to a convergence of forces that play to their strength – from technology
to the pace of change to the tearing down of the traditional corporate order. Indeed, they are our future.
They are pragmatic idealists, tinkerers more than dreamers, life hackers. They are everything that is
good as well as bad about the world. They are our own children, yet they are also the little-understood
enemy. They are super-predators and they are lost lambs. They are the problem – and the solution.
They will, for better or worse, inherit the earth.
Adapted from “Millennials: The Me Me Me Generation” and “Bright Young Things”
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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up
to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this
Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words
or phrases from the passage.
1. Suggest why “participation trophies” (line 3) have helped to create a sense of entitlement in
millennials.
....................................................................................................................................................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
2. Why has the author written “great” in inverted commas (line 5)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
3. Explain the author’s use of the word “even” in line 9.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
4. According to paragraph 3, why are the millennials “stunted” (line 16) in their growth? Use your
own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]
5. What does the phrase “perceived immaturity” (line 17) suggest about the millennials?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

[Turn over
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6. Using your own words as far as possible, what are the distinctions between the millennials
and the “baby boomers” mentioned in lines 19 to 22?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……...
………………………………………………………………………………………………………...[2]
7. Explain the irony in the first line of paragraph 5.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
8. Explain how the author justifies the use of the word “apathetic” (line 29) to describe the millennials.
Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….……
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………….[2]
9. What do you understand by “people are inflating themselves like balloons on Facebook”
(lines 34-35)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
10. Explain what the author means by “a generation’s greatness should not be undermined by their
shortcomings” (lines 37-38).
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…...…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

[Turn over
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11. Using material from paragraphs 8 to 11, summarise what the writer has to say about the
millennials’ traits and how they would be advantaged in their careers.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
One characteristic of the millennials is ……...…..………………………………………………………
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………[8]
Number of words: ___________
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12. Explain what the author means by “they will, for better or worse, inherit the earth” (line 74).
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

For
Examiner’s
Use



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………......[2]
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13. Joel Stein makes observations about the millennial’s best and worst traits. How far would you
agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own experience and that of your
society?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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2017 JC2 GP Prelims Paper 2
Suggested Answers
1. Suggest why “participation trophies” (line 3) have helped to create a sense of entitlement in millennials. [1]
From the passage
Suggested answer
Millennials received so many participation Such trophies reward the millennials for simply being
trophies growing up that a recent study showed around without needing to do anything or prove
that 40% believe they should be promoted every anything.
two years, regardless of performance. (Lines 2 –
4)
*Accept any reasonable answer that shows lack of or no
effort in getting any reward.
*Accept any reasonable answer that mentions outcome of
performance
* No need to show extent
* accept “merely” or “just” participate as BOD
2. Why has the author written “great” in inverted commas (line 5)? [1]
From the passage
Suggested answer
They are so convinced of their own greatness The author is implying that the millennials alone falsely
that they are disappointed when the world assume they are highly capable. [1]
refuses to affirm how “great” they know they are. OR
(Lines 4-5)
The author is being sarcastic as he feels the millennials
have an inflated ego about their own abilities. In reality,
they are the only ones who think of their own abilities as
being fantastic. [1]
No need to pick up on sarcasm
*Answer needs to show that only the millennials
themselves feel this way.
*Do not award if no intention is shown, no mention of
author’s perspective or the wrong intention is provided.
*Do not award if subject is wrong Eg: Teens/youths
3. Explain the author’s use of the word “even” in line 9. [2]
From the passage
Each country's millennials
are different, but because of
globalisation, social media,
the exporting of Western
culture and the speed of
change,
millennials
worldwide are more similar to
one another than to older
generations
within
their
nations. Even in China, a
generation as overconfident
and self-involved as the
Western one has been
created. (Lines 7 – 10)

Suggested answer
The author uses the word "even" to highlight the
a) pervasiveness/inevitability of the selfishness/extreme pride among the millennials
to the point that
b) a conservative and conventional country such as China that prides itself in upholding
traditional norms
c) also faces a similar ailment among its own millennials.
OR
He wants to emphasise
a) how influential the forces of change are in influencing the millennials (answer as a
whole need to mention
n the
t e subject of millennials)
th
such
that
China,
but traditionally
b) su
b)
suc
ch th
hat C
hina,, which
whic
wh
icch iss a ccountry
ountryy that
tha
at is not
no
ot only
only conservative
c
very
has
also
managed
produce a generation
ve
ery
y resistant
resis
sta
ant to
to Western
We
est
s er
ern
n culture
cultur
ure h
ass a
a
lsso ma
man
nage
g d to p
shares
as
those
Western
c) that
c)
tha
hatt sh
ha
harres tthe
he same
sam
ame
e traits
trrai
aits
it a
s thos
osse of ttheir
h ir W
he
este
es
te
ern ccounterparts
a = 1m
attempted
but
wrong
b + c with
wiith a a
ttem
tt
em
empted
m db
utt w
ro
ong
ng = 1m
no a = 0m
a + b + c = 2m
*Characteristics of the millennials must be present in pt aof the millennials
*Forces of change – accept listing but DO NOT accept if only ONE tool is mentioned
*Do not award if intention is incorrect. Attempted intention refers to either the tools of
change or the character of the millennials. Eg: the huge influence of globalisation OR
How pervasive the character of millennials are
*Do not award if answer for (a) is vague. Eg: the author wants to show the extent/how
far…. These answers are neutral hence vague
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4. According to paragraph 3, why are the millennials “stunted” (line 16) in their growth? Use your own words
as far as possible. [2]
From the passage
Suggested answer
a) Now that smartphones allow millennials to They are stunted in their growth as a person because
socialise at every hour – an average of 88 texts a) smartphones/mobile devices (necessary context) have
are sent a day – they are living under the ensured that they only always interact with / are highly
constant influence of their friends. Never shaped/moulded by people their own age [1]
before in history have people been able to grow
up and reach the early twenties so dominated NOTE: allow paraphrase of dominated as influence and
vice versa.
by peers.
b) To develop intellectually, an individual has to *Allow lifting of smartphones, no context = 0m
relate to older people and older things. It is no *Accept as long as smartphones are mentioned anywhere
wonder that millennials are stunted. (Lines 12 – in the answer
*Award as long as extent is shown in capturing either,
16)
“every hour”, “never before”, or “so dominated”
**Do not accept technology/electronic device/internet
*Accept
communications
device/communicating
online/social media apps or sites
b) and they are not communicating/learning from
people who are older and ideas/values/items from the
past/memorabilia/historic items/artefacts. [1]
*BOD adults for older people
*Do not accept history/past issues
5. What does the phrase “perceived immaturity” (line 17) suggest about the millennials? [1]
From the passage
Suggested answer
In spite of their perceived immaturity, this is the The millennials may appear to be juvenile but they are
most threatening and exciting generation not not.
because they are trying to take over the
Establishment, but because they are growing up OR
without one. (Lines 17 – 19)
The millennials are not as childish as they seem
*Do not accept repeat of the words in the question as that
doesn’t explain anything
*Do not accept: childlike/naïve/inexperienced
*Do not accept a positive paraphrase of perceived
immaturity. Eg: The millennials are actually very mature/
mentally developed/ adult-like
6. Using your own words as far as possible, what are the distinctions between the millennials and the “baby
boomers” mentioned in lines
nes 19 to 22? [2]
From the passage
e
a) While the Industrial Revolution
volu
utiion
n hass
made baby boomers powerful
rfu
ul – tthey
h y
he
b
siiness,
could move to a city, start a bu
business,
and form organisations,
ha
as further
fu
urt
rthe
rthe
herr
b) the Information Revolution has
empowered millennials by handing
anding them
the technology to compete against huge
organisations:
hackers
versus
corporations,
bloggers
versus
newspapers, YouTubers versus studios.
(Lines 19 – 22)

Suggested
Su
ugges
gges
gg
este
te
ed answer
an
nsw
s
a) The
The
h Industrial
Ind
n ustr
us ria
us
al Revolution
Revo
olu
uttiion
on [context
[co
cont
ntex
nt
ext needed]
ext
ex
neede has made baby boomers
ne
mobile,
m
obi
b le
le,, entrepreneurial
entrep
trrep
epre
rene
re
euriall and
and start/create
an
start/cr
st
crea
cr
ea
ate gr
groups/establishments [1m]
b) whereas
whe
here
r as the
re
the Information
In
nfformation Revolution
Rev
evol
olut
ol
u io
ut
on [context
[cont
[c
needed] has allowed the
millennials
m
mi
lllen
nni
n al
alss to
t co
cont
contend
n en
nt
nd with
h colossal/giant/large
col
o os
ssa
al/
l/gi
g ant/la
organisations [1m]
*A
Acce
cccept iff students
stu
tude
dent
de
ntss group
nt
gr
“sta
“s
t rt a business
ta
bussiness and
bu
an form organisations”
*Accept
“start
OR
a) The Industrial Revolution [context needed] has enabled baby boomers
b) but the Information Revolution [context needed] has emboldened the
millennials even more/ greatly enabled the millennials
*degree must be conveyed for the word "huge" in pt b
** Examples in italics need not be paraphrased but do not penalise if
students paraphrased them
***Contrast needed for full 2m
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7. Explain the irony in the first line of paragraph 5. [1]
From the passage
Suggested answer
Millennials are interacting all Expected:
day but almost entirely a) By saying that the millennials are interacting all day, it is expected that
through a screen. (Line 23)
they are out socialising with actual people
Actual:
b) However, all they are doing is actually just sending messages over a
device instead of having face-to-face interactions
OR
a) It is ironic that the millennials’ idea of interacting is no longer about faceto-face socialising/conversations
b) but simple sending of text messages through the phone/ through
connecting over the internet while they are isolated from each other
*a) needs to show face-to-face/ physical interaction
b) needs to show on screen
** No Irony = 0m
*Award even if answer has no subject mentioned
*Accept “directly” for FTF
*Do NOT accept “live” for FTF
*Do not award if subject is different, i.e. people vs millennials
*Do not award if answer presented as inverted commas (refer to google doc
for eg)
8. Explain how the author justifies the use of the word “apathetic” (line 29) to describe the millennials. Use your
own words as far as possible [2]
From the passage
Suggested answer
Millennials are apathetic:
He does so by saying that the millennials
a)
they
have
less
civic a) do not really bother to make a difference to their societies [1m]
engagement and
b) and are less involved in politics/ care less about what the
b) lower political participation government is doing than the generations before [1m]
than any previous group. (Lines
28 – 29)
OR
He highlights how the millennials/they are not as involved in
*Focus of this question is to test a) social and [1m]
that the students are able to b) political issues compared to all the generations that came
understand the purpose of the before/other generations [1m]
colon and so answers should only
come from the portion that follows *Do not accept answers of 0% like “do not care/do not bother”
*Accept Least involved in social and political issues
the colon.
*NOTE: Answer for b needs to reflect the idea that the millennials do the
**Ignore answers that come from LEAST among ANY other generations and NOT about comparing them
elsewhere
to the past
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9. What do you understand by “people are inflating themselves like balloons on Facebook” (lines 34-35)? [1]
From the passage
Suggested answer
According to W. Keith Campbell, a psychology The millennial's Facebook is filled with posts of a
professor at the University of Georgia, “People mundane or superficial nature in order to make it
are inflating themselves like balloons on seem like they lead interesting or busy lives.
Facebook. If you do this well enough on
Instagram, YouTube and Twitter, you can OR
become a microcelebrity.”(Lines 33 – 36)
The attention the millennials shower on themselves on
social media is self-aggrandising.
OR
The millennials are boasting about their lives on
Facebook
*Can lift Facebook
**Necessary subject = the millennials (BOD people)
Necessary context = Facebook/social media
***No context = 0m
*Accept any answer that shows that millennials are trying
to make themselves look good
10. Explain what the author means by “a generation’s greatness should not be undermined by their shortcomings”
(lines 37-38). [2]
From the passage
Suggested answer
While it may be easy to write the millennials off, a) The millennials' achievements/successes [1m]
a generation's greatness should not be b) should not be weakened/destroyed/marred/
undermined by their shortcomings, but limited(BOD) as a result of their flaws/mistakes.[1m]
determined by how they react to the challenges
*Necessary subject = Millennials, no subject = 0m
that befall them. (Lines 37 – 38)
**Degree of greatness needed
12.Explain what the author means by “they will, for better or worse, inherit the earth” (line 74). [2]
From the passage
Suggested answer
We are in the middle of a changing of the The author means that
guard...They will,
a) no matter how good or bad the millennials
are/become [1]
a1) for better
b) they are the ones who will become the
a2) or worse,
guardians/custodians of the world [1]
b) inherit the earth
OR
(Line 74)
b) the world will eventually belong to them [1]
*Answer
Answer in a needs to show the
th idea of having no choice
o the
of
th
he outcome
outcome
*Do
*D
o not
no
ot accept
ac
a
cc
ce
ept
ept
pt words
wor
ords
ds with
wit
ith negative connotations for
"inh
"i
nher
nh
e itit""
er
"inherit"
*Pt a should refer
ref
efer
ef
er to
er
to the
the characteristics
th
ch
hara
of the millennials
an
nd not
not theirr actions
accti
acti
t on
ns or what happens
h
and
to the earth
vague
**Do
*D
o not accept
acceptt vag
gue answers or metaphorical answers
**Necessary subject: The millennials, no subject = 0m
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11. Using material from paragraphs 8-11(lines 44-71), summarise that the author has to say about the
characteristics of millennials and how they would be advantaged in their careers.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below.
Use your own words as far as possible. [8]
One characteristic of the millennials is…
A

B
C
D

E

F

G

H

I

J
K1

K2

L

M

N

From the passage
They are technologically adept, (line 42)

technologically precocious, (line 42)
growing up with a rattle in one hand and a
computer mouse in the other (line 42-43)
They may have the least seniority but claimed the
most authority when it came to technical support
(line 43-44)
They welcome change (line 44)

Suggested answer
proficient/skilful/good/well-versed/very
vast knowledge of at using technology

knowledgeable/

*Do not accept knowledgeable/ have knowledge
from a very young age
because they have been exposed to technology from
birth/young
This makes them technological experts despite being the
most junior/youngest
*Point should indicate it is about technical support/technology
They look forward to new experiences/embrace
spontaneity

*Do not accept answers that are negative (do not mind)
*Do not accept evolution for change
by nature well-suited for the unpredictable so they are inherently/fundamentally/ innately equipped for
the ever-changing/ volatile workplace of the future
workplace of the future (line 45)
*Context of workplace/jobs/career must be present
They do not know enough to be prudent, (line 45) They are without adequate understanding to be wise,

and therefore attempt the impossible (line 46)

*Do not accept answers that are conclusions drawn. Eg: too
hasty/ rash
they thus try the unfathomable

*G and H are a set
They have less baggage (they get married later, and With less commitments, they are able to take chances
have children even later in life) and can therefore OR
afford to take risks. (line 46-47)
As they settle down later, they form families at an older age,
they are able to take chances.
They think differently, (line 48)
They are creative / they have dissimilar mindsets /
alternative approaches
unencumbered by years of education and As they are not burdened / hindered/ unhampered by years
of education and experience
experience (line 48)
Context of education and experience is needed for K1 & K2
Award only if point J is present
which were once necessary to succeed, but are now as it is more unnecessary today /presently appears to be
increasingly seen as irrelevant, even a liability. even more outdated
(line 48 -49)
Award only if point J is present
Context of education and experience
is needed for K1 & K2
resent
expe
uts
sid
de th
tthe
he bo
ox, wh
w
y no
nott For
For a company to think ou
outside
box,
why
For companies
Fo
companiess that
co
that
at want
want
an
nt to be innovative, creative
learn by working with pe
people
eop
ple
e who
ho
o do
o no
not kn
know
now
o
millennials
m
mi
llen
nnial
als are
are
ar
e so
s
sought
ught
ug
ht a
after.
fte
ft
er.
there is a box? (line 50 -51)
-51
1)
OR
The
have aided companies
Th
he millennials’
millennial
als’
al
s’ creative
s’
cre
r at
ativ
ive minds
ive
iv
m
which
whic
wh
ich
ic
h need
n ed to
ne
to innovate.
inno
in
nova
no
vate
va
te.
e 52)
52
2)
They
e are
are se
elf-d
They are independent. (line
They
self-directed
-direc
ecte
ec
t d / do not
te
no follow others / strike out on
their own / work well on the
their own/ self-sufficient/ selfreliant/ not reliant on others
*Do not accept negation i.e. not dependent
**Do not accept limited context of friends/family for do not
rely/do not follow
One of the most pervasive business trends of the (inferred)
past decade has been the rise of the free agent, Idea should reflect the understanding of free agent which is
caused both by the breakdown of the social about free-lancing/ being your own boss or outsourcing
contract between companies and employees,
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O

P

Q
R

S

T

U
V

and by the growing share in the workforce of along with being a jack-of-all-trades or having multiple
knowledge workers with portable skills. (line 50- talents
52)
The millennials came of age as that social contract The millennials have matured in the time in which the social
contract was disintegrating / becoming irrelevant
was dissolving. (line 54-55)
Award only if point P is present
They have never expected loyalty from a
company, nor have they expected to give it. (line
55-56)
They define themselves by their skills, not the firm
they work for. (line 56-57)
The overwhelming majority of graduates see their
career at graduation not as a straight line of
advancement in one company but as a zigzag
path from company to company, job to job, skill
to skill. (line 57-58)
They are entrepreneurial (line 59)
or
it is no surprise that more have been striking out
on their own. (line 60)
With a booming economy, capital for the taking and
an unprecedented technological opportunity (lines
59 - 60)

They do not ever demand fidelity from firms, nor feel
required to dispense it.
Their identity is based on their abilities / capabilities, no
the companies that employ them.
The bulk of millennials do not stick to one job company
and wait for promotion, they job hop as a means of
climbing up the ladder.
*Accept “multi-directional job progression”
They set up/start their own businesses
*Accept business-minded / business-oriented / business
driven/enterprising
With a rising economy, funds to finance their businesses,
and uncharted levels of technological possibilities/wonders

Award only if point S is present
This is not just the bravado of callow youth: (line Not only do they have the arrogance / swagger / boldness /
foolhardiness of inexperience / immaturity
61)
by the time they enter university, most teenagers they are very much aware / very well aware/ have extensive
of
the
ways
of
doing
already know far more about the business world experience
commerce/entrepreneurship/ economy
than their parents ever did. (line 65-66)

W

*Do not accept economics
The signs of this business precociousness are It is common/ the norm/ Generally, the millennials are
everywhere (line 61 - 62)
proficient beyond their years / prodigious in business.

X

Now they run on-campus Incubators (line 64)

Y

Today, tertiary institutions / colleges provide spaces /
manage / organise start-ups / Incubators.

Award only if point Y is present
for the shrinking number of students that have A larger number of students start businesses rather than
postponed entrepreneurship long enough to go pursue formal education
to college at all. (line 65-66)
OR
(inferred)
Students are increasingly prioritising their economic /
business ambitions rather than educational ones.

No of Points
1–2
3–4
5–6
7–8
9
10 – 11
12 – 13
 14

Marks
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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13.Joel Stein makes observations about the millennial’s best and worst traits. How far would you agree with his observations,
relating your arguments to your own experience and that of your society? [10]
Marks
Description
1–2
Award 1m
x
No proper argument quoted i.e. free-writing or simply repeating of question
x
Incomplete arguments with only a quote and/or a stand
x
Point picked is not an argument at all

3–4

5–6

Award 2m
x
Mostly restatement without any reference to Sg Society
x
No opinions and is simply a paraphrase/ description of the author’s opinion instead
Award 3m
x
Some misunderstanding of the author’s point or point not discussed in the correct context but
evaluation and explanation is acceptable
x
AND/OR evaluation is barely considered and is mostly just a description or repetition of what the
author is saying (echoing author’s point without own opinion)
x
Overall argument is completely illogical/incoherent/irrelevant (high level of misunderstanding)
Award 4m
x
Correct argument picked but not properly explained or developed
x
Evaluation present but mostly general observations or personal examples
x
Some name-dropping attempted but not entirely accurate
x
Tends to have logical flaws or gaps in reasoning even though overall opinion makes sense
Award 5m
x
Evaluation includes proper examples
x
Some attempts at proper development of argument though not entirely perfect
x
Some minor misunderstanding but does not affect argument and reasoning much
x
Few gaps in reasoning
x
Balance attempted but may not be successful
Award 6m
x
No misreading or misunderstanding of point
x
Evaluation is good and supported by substantial examples or apt observations
x
Balance provided but not perfect

7–8

9 – 10

Award 7m
x
More than 1 6m argument provided
x
Balance is provided and achieved
Award 8m
x
At least 3 properly developed and evaluated arguments provided with balance included
x
OR 2 properly developed and evaluated arguments that are well supported and one slightly
weaker argument this is inclusive of balance
x
Examples in this band must be real examples and not simply apt observations or personal
experience
x
There is limited gaps in reasoning or no gaps in reasoning at all, allowing for a cogent and
coherent argument
Award 9m
x
Complete
provided though intro
ete
e AQ with
with
h at least
lea
east 3 arguments
arg
gum
uments and introduction
introduc
uctition
uc
ucti
on and
and
n conclusion
con
and conclusion
need
be
good
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xam
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se
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apss iin
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rreasoning
e son
eas
nin
ng
x
Real examples
used
with
no
gaps
x
Coherent
with
constant
points
entt and
an cogent
an
coge
co
ge
ent arguments
argum
umen
um
en
nts
ts w
ith
h co
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n tant rreference
efer
ferren
ence
ce
e tto
o po
poin
ints ffrom the passage
in
cietty ch
har
arac
acte
ac
teri
te
rist
ri
stic
st
ics
ic
s pr
prop
oper
op
errlyy cconsidered
onssid
on
ider
erred and
n u
nd
sed to
t ffurther
urther tthe argument made
x
Sg society
characteristics
properly
used
Award 10m
x
Highly convincing piece that shows understanding of the author’s arguments and proper
consideration of what these arguments might entail for the Singapore society
x
Apt examples that are wide ranging together with Singapore characteristics to support evaluation
that is convincing
x
Balance is achieved seamlessly and there is an overall coherence to the piece
x
Introduction and conclusion shows proper insight and understanding
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Language marks
Good vocab, very clean, few grammar mistakes, no basic grammar mistakes like (sp, t, sv), includes
12m signal markers in AQ and summary.
Good vocab i.e. answers are often rather similar to answer key, same as 12 but not much use of signal
11m markers
10m Same as 11 but makes some basic grammar errors though asnwers can still be understood
To get 10m and above. student should not have lifted anything maybe just 1 lift
9m

Average - range of mistakes but expression is laregly clear, some lifts in summary

8m

Some unclear expressions, greater number of basic errors (T, SV, SP) lifting in summary and SAQ

7m

Answer requires re-reading even in AQ portion, errors of many types esp EXP, WW, SS
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ST ANDREW’S JUNIOR COLLEGE
JC2 PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION

GENERAL PAPER

8807/01

PAPER 1
24 August 2017

1 hour 30 minutes

Additional materials: Writing Paper

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST
Write your name, Civics Group and register number on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.
Answer one question.
Note that 20 marks out of 50 will be awarded for your use of language.
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
All the questions in this paper carry equal marks.

___________________________________________________________________
This question paper consists of 2 printed pages.
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Answer one question from this Paper.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1.

Are rules meant to be broken?

2.

Is singlehood still to be avoided?

3.

‘Singapore for Singaporeans.’ Discuss.

4.

Do you agree that there is little value in literature today?

5.

Does a country’s economic progress guarantee quality of life?

6.

‘There is no harm in the young trying everything they want.’ Do you agree?

7.

‘The environment is the main cause of our health woes today.’ Discuss.

8.

‘Small countries can never make a real impact in today’s world.’ Discuss.

9.

How effective has your country been in creating a national identity?

10. Does modern technology satisfy our wants rather than our needs?
11. Is it better for a country to focus on the needs of the young rather than the needs of
the rest of the society?
12. ‘The right to die should be respected as much as the right to live.’ To what extent do
you agree?
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2017JC2PrelimAnswerScheme


1. ARERULESMEANTTOBEBROKEN?

Analysis
Studentsshouldconsiderarangeofdifferentrules(fromregulations,protocols,lawsetc)andexaminethe
argumentsforadheringtoorbreakingtheserulesfromvariouslevelsͲindividual,family,societalorinternational.
Studentsshouldnotprovidealaundrylistofwhattypesofrulesaremeanttobeobservedormeanttobebroken.
ClarificationofTerms
x RulesͲExplicitorunderstood/tacitregulationsorprinciplesgoverningtheconductorprocedure.Rules,
regulationsandpoliciesnecessarilyexisttoestablishabasicframeworkwithinwhichanorganization
operates.
x MeanttobeͲIntendedtobe

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Yes,rulesaremeanttobebroken
1. Rulesarenotuniversal,theyarecontextual
Rulesare,moreoftenthannot,generalizations,designedtoapplytomostpeopleandinmostsituations.Rules
wereformeddependingonarangeoffactors,suchashistory,people,processesandgoals.Theyarenottailoredto
specificallymeeteverysingleuniquecircumstance.Therefore,blindlyfollowingrulesineverysituationcanbe
insteadseenasfoolishandmerelyblindadherence.Rulesarebasedontheoriesofwhatisbestandthosetheories
arebasedontheavailableinformationatthetimetheywerecreated,thismeansthatrulescanoftenbeoutdated
orirrelevantyetblindlyfollowed.Especiallyincasesofemergencies,rulesarenotmadetocovereverysingletype
ofemergencyandthusdiscretionshouldbetakenindecidingifrulesshouldberigidlyfollowed.Theserulesmight
alsonotbewellconstructed.

2. Rulesshouldjustbeseenasguidelinessincetheycanlimitpotential,abilitytoexploreandpreventus
fromlivingourlivesfullyorreachinggreaterheights
"Rulesarefortheobedienceoffoolsandtheguidanceofwisemen."–HarryDay.Rulesarerigidandconfine
behaviourandthinkingwithinapreconceivedspace.Rulesarecreatedtoprotectthestatusquo,nottospur
innovation.Singapore’srigidbendtowarduncompromisingperformanceexcellencealsomeansitislessagilethan
othermarkets.Italsomeansthat,shouldthiscontinue,shewillalwaysbeatthemercyofinternationalbusinesses
andforeigntalentsasherworkforcecurrentlylackstheassertivenessskills,courageandgrittotakehelmofthe
innovativechangesnecessarytolevelupitseconomy.ExcessiverulescanalsocauseoverͲregulationandlower
efficiencyandproductivity.InSingapore,Singaporeansfollowrulesrigidly.Thiscausesustohaveweakadaptation
in new situations with no preͲestablished rules. In a w
skillswhenthingschangeandinnewsituationswithnopreͲestablishedrules.Inaway,thiscreatesfearofthe
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3. Rulestakeawayourright,independenceandautonomy
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Everydaygovernmentspasslawstomakeusasafersociety.Astheymakesocietysafertheyareslowlychewing
awayatpeople’srights,liberties,andpersonalfreedoms.Whereisthelinebetweenwhereourrighttochooseis
moreimportantthanthegovernment'srighttoimposetheirstandardsonus,evenifitisforourowngood?We
nowhavelawregulatingeverything.Weareforcedtowearseatbelts.Smokerscannotsmokeoutside.
Governmentswanttoregulateabortion,religion,sex,childdiscipline,marriage,andfreespeech.

Moredevastatingly,rulesremoveourabilitytothinkforourselveswhenwegetsoaccustomedtoblindlyfollowing
them.Recently,scientistshaverecreatedthenotoriousMilgramExperimentandfoundthatevenintoday’s
supposedlyenlightenedtimes,obediencetorulesandauthoritycouldoverrideaperson’smoralbeliefsanduse
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rulesasadefencefortheirwrongdoing.Inbusinesses,thestandardlinefromanemployeeofaruleͲbound
companyis"hey,I'mnotlosingmyjoboverthis,"takingawayourabilitytomaketherightchoicesanddecisions
becauseofourfearofbreakingrules.

Rulesarenotmeanttobebroken
1. Astheycreateorderandstability.
Rules,eventhemostseeminglyobjectionableones,aremeanttokeeponeandotherssafeasoneismadeaware
oftheboundariesofacceptableandunacceptableactions.Thisensurestheeffectivefunctioningofsociety,for
example,schoolrulesinstildisciplineinstudentsandlawsofacountryensurethatcitizensareprotectedfromone
another.Soifonegoesagainstrules,thelawcanbeenforced.Rulesalsohelptoprotecttherightsoftheminority
groupsinsocietysothattheyarenottakenadvantageofandbecomeresentful.Forexample,Singapore’s
ManpowerMinistryhasemploymentlawsinplacetopenalisediscriminatorypracticesrelatedtoageandgender.
UndertheRetirementandReͲemploymentAct,anemployercannotdismissanemployeeonthegroundsofage.
Rulesalsoensurethatpeopleareawareofwhattodoincrisessothatsocietyisnotthrownintochaos.

2. Astheycanguideone’sactions.
Rulesfunctionasgeneralguidelinesforsociety,andweremadeandimplementedtohelpreinforcewhatis
acceptable/moral,andwhatisnot.Writtencodesaidinnegotiatingone'swaythroughlifeandhelpsonetodo
one’sjobbetter.Infact,manygroupsofprofessionalssubscribetoacodeofethicsthatgoverntheiractionsand
conduct.Forexample,theAmericanMedicalAssociationprescribesadetailedcodeofmedicalethicsstatingclearly
patientͲdoctorrelationshipsandconfidentialityissues.TheteachingprofessioninSingaporetooabidesbyaCode
ofProfessionalConductforEducatorsthatguidesteachersontheirconductandhelpthemupholdstandardsamid
anincreasinglycomplexenvironment.Inarbitration,rulesareimportantbecausetheyhelptodeterminewhich
partyisrightorwrongandtheappropriateactionorpunishmenttobemetedouttotherespectiveparties.

3. Astheyexpressthecollectivewisdom/sharedunderstandingofpeople.
Rules (in the broadest sense) are a distillation of the collective wisdom of a society. Passed down through the
generations,theseruleshelppeopletodetermineandreinforcewhatispermissibleandwhatisprohibitedinmany
areasoflife.Bydoingso,thisreinforcesthevalues,beliefsandprinciplesthatarecherishedanddeemedimportant
topeople.Forinstance,whatweconsumeandhowitisconsumed(likedietanddiningetiquettes)toallthemajor
milestonesinlife’sjourney(birth,comingofage,marriage,death).


2. ISSINGLEHOODSTILLTOBEAVOIDED?

Analysis
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shunnedorlookedatwithsuspicion.Howeverovertime,valuesandfamilymoreschange,andtoday,beingsingle
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isamatterofchoiceandnolongersomethingtobesimplydismissed.Infact,itisevenrecognisedasdesirablefor
some.
ClarificationofTerms
x StillͲItwas,orithappened.Butdoesitprevailtilltoday?Doesitcontinuetilltoday?
x TobeavoidedͲSuggeststhatthereissomethinginherentlywrongwithremainingsinglethatcouldbe
harmfultobothindividualsandsociety.
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Singlehoodisstilltobeavoided
1. Societalandsocialexpectationsprevailtillthepresenttimetopressuresinglestogetmarried.
Parentswithadultchildrenlivewiththewishfortheirchildrentogetmarriedandstartfamiliesoftheirown.This
hopetoseetheirchildrengrowup,becomematureandresponsibleadultsandthensettledownexistedinthe
past,andthisexpectationcontinuestoexertpressureonsinglechildrenwhomayhaveplansandaspirationsof
theirownthattheywanttofulfil.InAsia,suchexpectationsareespeciallyevidentasitisatraditionalandcultural
beliefthathasbeendeeplyentrenchedovercenturiesintheirlives.Suchanexpectationistranslatedintoasense
offamilyduty.Suchadutyisinturnattachedtobeingfilialtonotonlyone’sparents,butalsothegenerationsof
ancestorsbeforethem,andsinglechildrenareperceivedtonothavefulfilledthisduty.Theburdenofgetting
marriedsitssquarelyontheshouldersofsuchchildren.Asaresult,singlechildrenareputthroughagruelling
processduringfamilygatherings,whererelativesquestionwhytheyarestillnotmarriedandhowtheirparentsare
stillwaitingtohavegrandchildrentodoteon.Singlesfeartimeslikethis,andsomewouldgooutoftheirwayto
avoidrelativesduringfestiveoccasions.Somelivewithasenseofguilt,especiallyforsingleAsianmaleswho
assumetheobligationofcarryingontheirfamilylineageandthereforenotfulfiltheirduties.Inthissense,being
singleistobeavertedduetoferventfamilyandsocietalpressuretogetmarried.

2. Singlepeoplecontinuetolivewiththefearofleadingalonelyexistence.
Humansaresocialbeingsandfamiliesaretheclosestkinwhoseeusthroughthickandthin.Inthepastwhenmost
peoplegotmarried,singlepeopleoftenendedupleadinglonelylives,withnofamilymemberstorelyon.Today,
evenwithsocietybeingmoreacceptingofsinglehood,singlepeoplecontinuetofearbeinglonelyasoursociety
becomesmoreindividualistic.Privacyisvaluedtothedetrimentofsinglepeopleaspeoplerespecttherightsof
otherstoremainsingle.Toavoidmakingsinglepeoplefeelawkwardduringsocialgatherings,theymaynotbe
invitedforsuchgatherings.

3. Inanincreasinglygreyingworld,thesocialandeconomicimpactofasocietythatconsistsoflargely
singlepeopleoughttobefearedinvariousways.
Inourmodernworld,sociologistsandeconomistsarewarningabouttheimpendingnegativeimpactofadeclining
birthrate,madeworsebyanageingpopulation.Thisisalsocompoundedbyanincreasingnumberofsingle
people,anditisespeciallyprevalentindevelopedcountries,fromSingaporetoEurope.A2015GallupPoll
revealedthatawhopping64%ofrespondentsweresingleandnevermarried,andthisnumbershowedasteady
increaseoverthepastdecade.TheAmericanBureauofLaborStatisticsconfirmedthattherearemoresingle
Americansthanmarriedones:in1950,therewasabout22%singlepeople,whileitisnow50.2%.Socialsupport
facilitiescouldbestrainedasaresult,especiallywhentheygrowoldandhavenoonetorelyon,andtheburdenof
sustainingthemfallsonthegovernment,andthereforethetaxpayers,possiblydisproportionatelydisplacingthe
otherneedsofthesociety.
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Whilesinglepeoplecouldbeshunnedinthepastduetothestereotypicalviewsthattherecouldbesomething

wrongwiththemortheywereequeer
queer,toda
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people
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perceivedtobeanalternativelifestylethatcarrieswithitarightthatnobodyshoulddeny.Justasthereare
alternativemarriagesandalternativesexualorientationsthatarealotmorepublicnowadays–aspeopleaccept
thesealternativelifestyles–singlehoodisjustpartofthistrend.EvenSingaporeans,stilllargelyconservative,are
partofthistrend.Inthepastdivorceeswerestigmatised,especiallyfordivorcedwomenwhowere(unfairly)
perceivedasusedgoods,andtheycouldbeostracisedsociallyaswell.Buttoday,beingdivorcedissocially
acceptable.
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2. Withtheaidofadvancedtechnologies,elderlysinglescouldstillliveahealthyexistenceandremain
productivecitizenswhocontributemuchtotheeconomy.
Debilitatingdiseasesthatplaguedthesingleelderlyusedtobeahugeissue,especiallywhensuchailmentscaused
suffering,renderingtheoldfolkstotallydependentandhangingontoameaninglessexistence,aloneand
neglected.Howevertoday,withphenomenaladvancesinmedicaltechnologies,suchdiseaseshaveeitherbeen
eliminatedortheconditionsarealleviatedtotheextentthattheelderlycouldliveareasonablyproductiveand
qualitylife.Beingstrickenwithcancer,acommondreadeddiseaseamongoldfolks,isnotasscaryasbeforeas
scientistsareracingtofindacureforit,andmeanwhile,whendiagnosedearly,cancercouldbearrested.Other
diseasessuchascoronaryheartdiseases,osteoporosisandstroke–whichthosewhoaregrowingoldassingles
couldbeproneto–couldbemanagedwellwithmedicine.Inaddition,educationonwaystoleadahealthier
lifestyletocurtailtheonslaughtofoldͲageddiseasesarefreelyavailableonsocialmedia.Therearehealth
programmes,forumsandtalks–ondietingandexercise–thatarespeciallytailoredforsinglepeopleastheyarea
vulnerablegroupwhengrowingoldbythemselves.WithsuchaprevalentavailabilityofhealthͲrelatedservices,
whatistheretobeafraidofwhengrowingoldassingles?

3. Thecurrenttrendofsinglehoodisoneofactiveageingandgrowingoldgracefullyandpurposefully.
Unlikeinthepastwhensinglepeoplewerelesseducatedandthereforehadlesspersonalaspirations.Theywould
oftenjustflowwithwhatlifeofferedthem,andacceptthatgrowingoldmeantslowingdownandbecomingdecrepit
andreliantonfamiliesandsocietyforprovision.Inasense,theyjustwait,alone,fortheGrimReapertogetthem.
Today,therearemanyclubsandactivitiesthataretargetedspecificallytocatertotheneedsofthesilvertsunami.
Manygovernments,awarethattheincreasedolderpopulationcouldpotentiallybecomeafinancialandemotional
burden to society, are taking active steps to counter this by advocating active ageing.  A lot more activities are
organisedforthesingles,rangingfromoutings,meals,dates,tours,etc.


3. ‘SINGAPOREFORSINGAPOREANS.’DISCUSS.

Analysis
Studentsneedtounderstandandunpacktheimplicationsofthequote‘SingaporeforSingaporeans’inthelightof
tensionsandxenophobiaregardingtheincreasinginfluxofforeignersandimmigrationissues.Studentsshouldalso
recognisethedifficultiesandchallengesthatSingaporefacesshouldtheneedsofSingaporeansonlybeplacedas
toppriority.Theyshouldalsoacknowledgethatforournation’ssuccessandsurvival,thereisaneedtofinda
balancebetweenthetwoextremes.
ClarificationofTerms
x SingaporeforSingaporeans–thenotionthattheneedsofSingaporeancitizensmustbeplacedasutmost
importance.Thisimpliesthatgovernment’spoliciesanddecisionsregardingvariousaspectsoflife,for
example,employmentandeducationalopportunities,shouldbecentredaroundSingaporeansandnot
and educational opportunities, should be centred aro
nonͲSingaporeans

xam
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plles
Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
SingaporeisforSingaporeans
1. AsSingaporehaslimitedresourcesandtheseresourcesshouldbegiventoSingaporeans.
t d
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Asasmallislandstate,Singaporehaslimitedresourceswhetherintermsofinfrastructure,housing,jobsor
educationalopportunities.WithmoreforeignersenteringSingapore,localSingaporeansfeelthatthereisagrowing
strainontheseresources.Forexample,theincreasingnumberofforeignersoverthelastfewyearshaveimpacted
ourtransportationsystem,causingmanySingaporeanstocomplainabouttheoverͲcrowdedbusesandtrains
especiallyduringpeakhours.Also,thereisaperceptionthatnonͲSingaporeansposeathreattolocalSingaporeans’
jobsecurityasthereisincreasingcompetitionforthejobsavailableandtheforeignersaretakingupopportunities
andbetterjobprospectsincompaniesandorganisationswhichwouldhavepreviouslygonetothelocal
Singaporeans.Inaddition,immigrationhasbeenblamedforrisingpropertypricesandincreasingcostsofliving.The
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resultisthatlocalSingaporeansfeeldisadvantagedanddevelopasenseofunhappinessanddissatisfaction.Hence
itcanbearguedthatthelivelihoodofSingaporeansshouldbeplacedasapriorityandthesejobopportunitiesand
promotionsoughttobegiventothelocalsfirst.Forexample,theFairConsiderationFrameworkwasimplemented
on1August2014toalleviateperceptionsthatforeignersaregivenpreferentialtreatmentinhiringprocesses.
EmployersmustnowconsiderSingaporeansbeforehiringEmploymentPassHolders.

2. AsitistheresponsibilityoftheSingaporegovernmenttotakecareofSingaporeans’needs.
ItiswidelyacceptedthatthegovernmentofacountryisdutyͲboundtotakecareoftheneedsofitscitizens.Ifthe
governmentdoesnottakecareofthepeoplewhovoteditintopower,thenwhowill?Asaresultofconcernsraised
bySingaporeansregardingemployment,thegovernmentrevisedimmigrationpoliciesandimplementedseveral
measures,suchastheFairConsiderationFrameworkwhichencouragesemployerstoconsidermorelocal
applicants.Inaddition,theMinistryofManpowerintroducedstricterrequirements,suchasahigherminimum
salaryforemploymentpassholdersandamorestringentreviewofthequalificationssubmittedbypotential
applicants.Intermsofeducation,schoolandmiscellaneousfeespayablebySingaporecitizensismuchlowerthan
foreignstudents.

3. AsthereisaneedtopreservetheSingaporeanidentity
Foreignersbringwiththemtheirowntraditions,culturalbeliefsandpracticesanditisunsurprisingthatthereis
fearamongSingaporeansthatnotonlywilllocalculturesandnormsbeinfringed,theSingaporeanidentitywould
bedilutedtoo.Forexample,in2011,thedisputebetweenamigrantfamilyfromChinaandaSingaporeanIndian
familyoverthesmellofcurryemanatingfromthelatter’shomesparkedoffahugepublicuproaraboutimmigrants
whowerecriticalaboutSingapore’sculturalpractices.Asaresult,the“CookandShareaPotofCurry”campaign
wasstartedbySingaporean,FlorenceLeow,whousedFacebooktoencourageSingaporeanstocookcurryathome
on21August2011tocelebratecurriesasSingaporeans’wayoflife.

SingaporeisnotjustforSingaporeans(iealsoforforeigners)
1. AsSingaporeansandforeignersareneededtocontributetoadynamiceconomy.
Duetothedecreasingbirthratesandanageingpopulation,Singaporesimplylackstheresourcesandmanpowerto
ensurethatoureconomycontinuestogrow.AccordingtoareportbyTheStraitsTimesinFebruary2017,the
country'stotalfertilityrate(TFR)in2016hasdroppedto1.20.Thisisbelowthepreviousyear'srateof1.24,which
iswellbelowthe2.1rateapopulationneedstoachievetoreplaceitself.ThenumberofworkingͲageSingaporeans
willstillstarttodecreasefrom2020andatourcurrentlowbirthrate,ourcitizenpopulationwillagerapidlyand
startdecliningfrom2025ifwedonottakeinanynewimmigrants.TheSingaporegovernmentreleasedthe
PopulationWhitePaperin2013inabidtoincreasethepopulationto6.9millionby2030.ForSingapore’ssurvival
inthelongterm,itisimperativethatwecontinuetoattractapooloftalentedpeoplefromothercountriesthatcan
addvaluetoSingapore’seconomicgrowth.SkilledimmigrantsarebeneficialtoSin
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economiesofourneighbouringcountries,ourpopulationandworkforcemustsupportadynamiceconomythatcan
steadilycreategoodjobsandopportunitiestomeetthehopesandaspirationsofSingaporeansandnonͲ
Singaporeansalike.

2. AsitisnotjustSingaporeansbutforeignerswhichhelptomakeSingapore’sculturallandscapeeven
morevibrantandcolourful.
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InadditiontocelebratingChinese,IndianandMalaycultures,foreignersbringintheiruniqueculturalvalues,
practicesandtraditionswhichhelptoaugmentthecosmopolitannatureofSingaporeasaRenaissanceCity,


bringingustobeasthesamelevelasothermultiͲculturalcitiessuchasLondon,FranceandNewYork.Atthe
InternationalWomen’sForum20thAnniversaryDinner,MsGraceFu,MinisterforCulture,CommunityandYouth,
spokeoftheimportanceofdiversityasasourceofstrength.Themeltingpotofculturesfromacrosstheworld
suchasFrench,British,Italian,JapaneseandKoreanaddcolourandliveliness,helpingtopromoteSingapore’s
reputationasaglobalcity.

3. AsSingaporeishistoricallyacountryofimmigrantswhocamefromdifferentpartsoftheworld
HistoricallySingaporeattractedimmigrantsfromChina,India,theMalayArchipelago,andbeyondevenfromher
earlieryears.Singapore'sveryexistenceisbuiltonbeingopentoimmigrationandinfact,therearefew
Singaporeanswhoseforefatherswerenotthemselvesimmigrants.Todaytherearemanyforeignerswhocometo
Singaporetolive,studyorworkbothonashorttermorlongtermbasis.AsofJune2016,Singapore’stotal
populationstoodat5.61millionoutofwhichtherewere3.41millionSingaporecitizens,0.52millionpermanent
residentsand1.67millionnonͲresidents,includingdependants,internationalstudentsandforeignindividualswho
areheretoworkandlive.AlreadySingaporecannotandshouldnotcontemplatereservingSingaporeonlyfor
Singaporeansandclosingourborderstoforeignersandimmigrants.LocalSingaporeanshavealsowrittenintothe
presstoencouragefellowSingaporeanstohaveamindsetofbeingmoreacceptingtowardsothercultures,
remindingthemthatSingaporeisalsofromimmigrantstock.Therealityoftoday’sglobalworldtooisthatpeople
comeandleave.Singaporeansshouldthereforeadoptanopenmindsetandbemoreacceptingtowardsforeigners.


4. DOYOUAGREETHATTHEREISLITTLEVALUEINLITERATURETODAY?

Analysis
Theassumptionisthattherewasvalueinliteratureinthepastbutnotnow.Thattheworldtodayisfast,
competitive,materialisticandverypracticalandassuch,haslittleneedforliterature.Theartofwriting,isdeemed
tohavenopracticalvalue,relevanceormeaning.
ClarificationofTerms
x LiteratureͲAnartformtodowithstoriesorwritingsinproseorverseexpressingideasofpermanentor
universalinterest/thebodyofwrittenworksproducedinaparticularlanguage,countryorage/Examples:
poetry,novels,history,biographyandessays.

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Yes,Iagreethatthereislittlevalueinliteraturetoday
1. Asithasverylittletodowithreallifeanditspracticalconcerns.
Comparedtothescienceswhichcanbeusedinapracticalwayinourdailylife,artcannotdothesame.Theusesof
thesciences,whetherbiology,chemistryorphysics,arevariedandseeneverywhere.Ittellsushowtheworld
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general,manyAsiansocieties(Singaporeincluded)seelittlevalueinpursuingthearts,literatureincluded.Itmay
but is unlike mathematicss and the tech
hnicall sciences th
helpimproveone’slanguagebutisunlikemathematicsandthetechnicalsciencesthatcangiveonemorefuture
workoptions.Assuch,parentsmaynotencouragetheirchildren’sinterestinliterature. 
2. Aspeoplehavelittletimenorpatiencetoreadliterature.
Peopletodayarebusywithworkandfamilyobligations.Theyareunlikelytospendthelittletimetheyhavereading
literaturethatwillnothelpthemimprovetheirlivesinanyway.TheyaremorelikelytosayspendtimeonworkͲ
relatedreadingmaterialsandselfͲhelpbooksthatwillhelpthemgetabetterjob,tobettermeettheir
responsibilitiesortogetpromoted.Withthefamily,theyarelikelytospendleisuretimeoutforamealor
shoppingthantoreadquietlytogetheroralone.Parentsmayalsoreaduponparentingratherthantoread
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literature.Theymayalsopushtheirchildrentoreaduponenrichmentbooksormoreusefulbooksthatwillhelp
themgetbettergradesratherthanto‘wastetime’readingmakeͲbelievestories.Therearealsomanymoretrendy
leisureactivitiestodaythatprovidefancyalternativestoreadingwhichismoreoftenthannotseenasoldͲ
fashionedpursuit.

3. Asthereisnolongeraculturethatvaluesthesustainedreadingofliterature.
Veryfewchildrenreadinasustainedwaythesedays.TheTwittergeneration,usedtothesnappy140Ͳcharacter
captions(includingspace),donottaketoreadingliteraturewhichrequiresfocus,attentionanddiscipline.Theyare
usedtoshortpiecesofwritingandarenotabletoengagedeeplyinliteraturethatexploresthemesand
motivationsofthecharacters,etc.Manyhavetakentoreadingcomicsaswell,whetheritistheJapanesemangaor
theAmericanMarvelsuperͲheroesseries.Alltheseprovidesimple,repetitivetalesinbiteͲsizebitsforageneration
fedoninstantinformation.WebͲnovels,selfͲpublishedfictionarealltheragetodaywithbutthesematerialsare
notalwaysworthyliterature.SuchwritingdoesnothelpcultivategoodreadersascanbeseeninsomecringeͲ
worthybutextremelypopularfanfiction.Everythingthinkstheycanwritebutdonotreadtheclassicstohone
theirskills.

No,Ibelievethereisstillvalueinliteraturetoday
1. Asitexpandsourhorizons
Literatureopensoureyesandmakesusseebeyondourownlittleworld.Ithelpsustorealizethemanyinteresting
facetsoflifethatliteraturefromotherculturesoffer.Weareexposedtodifferentvaluesandperspectivesandthis
helpusbuildourintuitionandinstincttobetterdealwiththemyriadsituationsthatmaycomeourway.Many
successfulglobalcompanieshavethinkersintheirteamswhocomefromdifferentdisciplines.Eventech
companiesrecognisethevaluethatinputfromemployeeswithliberalartsbackgroundcanbringandoftenrecruit
peoplewithwithdifferentstrengths.

2. Asitbuildsourcriticalthinkingskills
Criticalthinkingskillscanbepickedupinliteratureandlanguageartsclasses.Whenchildrenread,theyaretaught
toreadbetweenthelines,tomakeconnectionsandtoinfer.Theyaretaughttofindsymbols,andthemes,andto
examinethecharacters.Theyaretaughttoexploresituations,evaluate,judge,givereasonsfortheirchoices.
Readingliteratureexpandstheseskills,especiallysincetheyareoften‘put’insituationstheymaynothavefaced.
Inlearningtolookatasentencewithalargersenseofdetailanddepth,childrencanlearnabouttheimportanceof
makingcorrectinferencesfromhiddenmeaningsandthiscanbeausefulskillindealingwithpeople.IntheUS,
childrenareroutinelyexposedtolanguageartsinschoolsandtheylearntothinkontheirfeetandareoftenvery
vocal,eloquentandcompetentatgettingtheirviewsacrosstopeople.InAustralia’shighlyͲregardedmatriculation
programmes,studentsundergoacompulsoryartsprogrammethatisintendedtohelpthemdevelopbreadthof
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3. Asithelpsustounderstandthepastandtoappreciateourown/otherpeopleandcultures.
are intertwined with its literature A country’s story is
Apeople’shistoryandcultureareintertwinedwithitsliterature.Acountry’sstoryisnotjustaboutpower
struggles,warsanddates.Itisaboutthepeoplewhoareproductsoftheirtime.Withoutliterature,wewouldnot
knowaboutourfamilies,thelivesofourfellowmen,andwhatcamebeforethemandus.ReadingcrossͲcultural
literatureprovidesuswithawayoflearningaboutothercountries,theiruniquevaluesandbeliefs.Itallowsusto
understandandpersonally‘experience’theseothersystemsofliving.Mostimportantly,wegetaninsightintothe
mindsandreasoningofsomeoneelse.Indoingso,wecanappreciatethembetter,evenifthebookisJDSalinger’s
controversial‘TheCatcherintheRye’,itcomeshighlyrecommendedbyformerAmericanPresidentGeorgeWBush
andMicrosoft’sfounder,BillGates.Suchknowledgehelpsustomakeconnectionsinaglobalworld,andis
especiallyrelevanttoSingapore,whichpridesitselfasoneoftheworld’smostdiverseandcosmopolitancitystates.
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4. Asitaddressesoursharedhumanityandencouragesustobemoreempathetic.
Allliterature,whetheritbepoems,essays,novels,orshortstories,helpsusaddressourhumannatureandthe
conditionswhichaffectus.Itmaybeaboutlifeanddeath,birthandlossourdoubtsandfears.Rivalryand
friendship,jealousy,love,compassion,forgivenessandetc.Inshort,literaturehelpsustoexploretheinfinite
possibilitiesinourresponses,tolivewellandtomakebetterchoices.Regardlessofthecontext,thesettingor
wheretheliteraturehailsfrom,itspeaksofthesameuniversalexperiences.RegardlessofwhetheritisGreekor
Chinesemythologyorevencontemporarychildren’sliteraturelikeJKRowling’sHarryPotterseries,literature
teachesgoodvalueslikeempathyandlove.Thelatter,forexampleisenjoyedbysuccessfulpeoplefromsuch
differentwalksoflifeasEngland’sfootballcaptainWayneRooneyandFacebook’sCOO,SherylSandberg.Local
storieswrittenbyCatherineLim(LittleIronies,theBondmaid,etc.)andSuzhenChristineLim(ABitofEarth,The
River’sSong,etc.)arelongͲtimefavouritesthatteachvaluesthatnevergooutoffashionandareoftenincludedin
Singaporeschools’readingprogrammes.

5. Asliteraturehonesourimaginationandprovidesuswiththeabilitytothinkoutsidethebox.
Everythingthatmanmakes,createsorbecomes,beginswithimagination.Thebestoftechnologiesthatare
deemedpractical,usefulandessential,allstartfromscreatororathinker’simagination.Literature,asanartform,
doesthisveryjobofthinkingupoftheunlikely,improbableandnearimpossible.Ifonecannotimagineit,one
cannotmakeorbecomeit.SteveJobsnevermadeitasacoderorprogrammerbutfromhisloveofcalligraphy(an
artofwriting),hecreatedbeautifulfontsanddevicesthatcaptivatedtheworld,makingAppleInc.theworld’smost
valuablecompany.HewasalsoknownforenjoyingliteraryclassicslikeHermanMelville’s‘MobyDick’,whichwas
incidentallyafavouriteofformerUSPresidentBarackObama,whobecameAmerica’sfirstblackpresident.Both
mentionedininterviewsthatthenoveladdressesthemesofknowledgeandfatethattheyappliedinchartingtheir
careers.Fortheveryreasonthatliteraturereaderscanthinkdifferently,pastdictatorsandtyrantsoftendestroyed
theircountry’sliteratureinanattempttostopthemfromthinking,e.g.China’sCulturalRevolution.



5. DOESACOUNTRY’SECONOMICPROGRESSGUARANTEEQUALITYOFLIFE?


Analysis
Mostdevelopedeconomieshavebeenhighlysuccessfulinincreasingeconomicgrowth.Butimpressiveincreasein
nationaloutputcannotguaranteeanimprovementinpeople’squalityoflife.Todecidewhethereconomicgrowth
hasincreasedhappinessishighlysubjective.Itissometimesassumedthatthetwoterms(economicprogress&
qualityoflife)refertothesamething.Thereissomeoverlappinginwhatismeasuredbuttherearealso
differences.Theydonotnecessarilyriseandfallintandem.Ironically,economicprogresscanactuallydetractfrom
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Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Yes,acountry’seconomicprogressguaranteesqualityoflife
1. Aspeoplebenefitfromhavingmorechoicesandtheopportunitytobuyandconsumemore.
Peoplegenerallygainwhentherearemoregoodsandservicesinthecountry.Anassumptionofeconomicsisthat
havingmoreoptionstobuyandconsumeisrelatedtohavinggreaterconvenience,efficiencyandefficacyinthe
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thannot,whetheritisaboutsimpledailyhouseholdproductsthatwebuyatthesupermarket(e.g.meatcutsfrom
Australia,USAorJapan,etc.)orthediningoptions(Western,MiddleͲeastern,Asian,etc.)onemayhaveata
lifestylemalllikeIonorVivocity).

2. Astherearerealbenefitstohavingimprovedservicesandamenities,especiallypublicgoodsand
services.
Withincreasedtaxrevenuesthegovernmentcanspendmoreonimportantpublicservicessuchashealthand
education.Improvedhealthcarecanimprovequalityoflifethroughtreatingdiseasesandincreasinglife
expectancy.Peoplewillfeelmoresecureandincontroloftheirlifewhentherearehavevariousoptionstheycan
pursueinseekingtreatment,e.g.foranyoneofthefirstͲworldhealthconcernslikehighcholesterol,goutoreven
cancer.Increasededucationalstandardscangivethepopulationmorechoicespursuingtheirinterestsanda
greaterdiversityofskillsandliteracy.Thisempowersyoungpeople,givinggreaterfreedomandopportunityto
ventureoutintotheworldtotryoutnewopportunities.Educationisseenasanimportantdeterminantofwelfare
andhappinessandSingaporeansbenefitfromthis,beingabletowelcomeandhostmanyforeignersinoursmall
islandaswellasbewelcomedbyourcounterpartsinothercountries.Suchjointventureshaveledtonotjust
economicgainsbutsocialonesaswell.Theuniversitiessupportexchangeprogrammestomanycountriesandthe
governmenttiesupwithmanyindustriestoencourageoverseasstintsallovertheworld.

3. Astherewillbereducedunemploymentandpovertyandgreateropportunitiesforpeopletoachieve
theiraspirationsandbegainfullyemployed.
Economicprogresshelpstoreduceunemploymentbycreatingjobs.Thisissignificantbecauseunemploymentisa
majorsourceofsocialproblemssuchascrimeandalienation.Therearegreatsocialgainsaswell.Onthepersonal
level,theindividualismoresecure,leadingtothehigherchancethattheywillmarry,haveafamily,buyahome,be
investedinthecommunityandhaveacareforwhatgoesoninsociety.Thisleadstogreaterstabilityandsecurity
forthecountry.Singapore,likeotherdevelopedcountries,facelesscrimethanincountrieswherethereiswant
andpeoplelackthenecessarymeanstolive.UnemploymentislowinSingapore(lessthan3%)andinfact,wehave
morejobsthancanbefilledbySingaporeans.

4. Asahigherstandardoflivingbringsaboutstabilityinthecommunity
The‘brokenwindows’theorybyWilsonandKellingin1982isametaphorfordisorderwithinneighbourhoods,
linkingdisorderwithinacommunitytosubsequentoccurrencesofseriouscrime.Throughoutthe1990’s,NYC
underwentanaggressiveorderͲmaintenancetocleanupneighbourhoodswhichledtoadramaticdecreasein
crimerates.InSingapore,publichousing(HDB)undergoesregularandstaggeredupgradinginordertospruceup
agedandwiltedneighbourhoods.Thismakesitattractivetonewtenantsandowners,inawayprovidingfresh
bloodandpreventingthemfrombecomingbadneighbourhoodsandenclavesforthemarginalised.Such
improvementstoone’slivingenvironmentisp
possibleonlyywithstronggeconomicggrowth.
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Ifasectionofthepopulationislivinginabsolutepoverty,economicgrowthenablespeopletohavehigherincomes
e to afford the basic necessities of life such as; food an
andthereforetheywillbeabletoaffordthebasicnecessitiesoflifesuchas;food,andshelter.Wheneconomic
growthcanovercomethistypeofpovertythereisaclearlinkwithimprovedlivingstandards.However,when
incomesincreasefromsay$35,000ayearto$36,000theimprovementinlivingstandardsisharderto
justify.Diminishingmarginalutilityofincomeandwealthisabasiceconomicconcept,whichsuggeststhetenth
unitofagoodwillgivemuchlesssatisfactionthanthefirst.Ifwealreadyhave2cars,doesourlivingstandards
reallyimproveifwenowhavethecapacitytoown3cars?IncidentallythisiswhatwealthySingaporeansdoͲthey
buycarsandpropertiesandthenmorecarsandproperties.Sometimestoo,aseconomicgrowthincreases
incomes,peopleincreasinglysavetheirmoney.Thisisbasicallybecausetheystruggletofindanythingmeaningful
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tospendtheirmoneyon.Moreisnowspentonimprovingtheaestheticsanddesignofourlivingenvironment
includingthenecessaryliftupgradinginitiativeinlightofourageingpopulation.

2. AstherearerelatedsideͲeffectstosuchgrowth
Economicgrowthinvolvesincreasedproduction,manufacturingandindustrialisation.Thesecauserelatedside
effects,such,asincreasedpollutionandultimatelyglobalwarmingwhichisbecomingarealproblemforsociety.
Theeconomicandsocialcostscouldpotentiallybegreaterthanalltheperceivedbenefitsofrecenteconomic
growth.However,itisworthnotingthateconomicgrowthdoesnotnecessarilyhavetocausepollution.The
benefitsofgrowthcouldbeusedtodevelopbettergreenandenvironmentallyͲfriendlytechnologiesthatcreate
lesspollution.ItisjustthattherecordisspottyaslargecompaniesandmultiͲnationalsareatheartmoreinterested
inmakingaprofitthansavingtheenvironment.DonaldTrump’sattemptto‘makeAmericangreatagain’by
bringingjobsbacktotheUShasledhimtoreverseBarackObama’searlierpromisesonclimatechange.China’s
rapideconomicgrowthhasalsoledtomuchnegativeenvironmentalimpact.

3. Aseconomicgrowthcancauseincreasedinequality.
Itisperhapsaparadoxthathighereconomicgrowthcancauseanincreaseinrelativepoverty.Thisisbecausethose
whobenefitfromgrowthareoftenthehighlyeducatedandthosewhoownwealth.In1980sand1990shigher
growthintheUKandUShasresultedinincreasedinequality.However,itdependsonhowgrowthismanaged;
economicgrowthcanbeusedtoreduceinequality,forexampletheeconomicgrowthwhichoccurredinthe50s
and60shelpedreduceinequality.Therearethosewhofallbytheside,likeUS’s99%,willhaveahardertime
makingalivingeveniftheyworklongerandlongerhoursatlowͲpayinggigjobs.


4. Astherecanbeanincreaseincrimeandsocialproblems
Itisanotherparadoxthatasincomesincreaseandpeoplearebetterofthelevelofcrimemayincreaseaswell.This
suggeststhatcrimeisnotmotivatedbypovertybutperhapsenvy.Onereasonwhycrimeratesincreaseisthat
quitesimplytherearemorethingstosteal,e.g.cellphonesandlaptops,creditcardinformationandeͲbanking
accounts,etc.Basically,economicgrowthhascreatedmoregoodstosteal.Singaporehasattractedforeignerswho
comehereastouristsonlytobreakintohomes,cheatincurrencyexchange(MexicansandaChileanatMustafa
Centre)skimcreditcards,fixscannerstoATMs,cheatatandusecounterfeitchipsatthecasinos(Chinese&Indian
nationalsatMBS)etc.Theyusetheinternettosetuplove/drugmule/moneyscams(Nigerianstargetlocal
women).EͲcommercecheatingscams(Chinesenationals).Humantraffickingandprostitutionmayincreasetoo,
e.g.therecent‘highͲclass’RussianviceringthatwasbustedinMay,2017.
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peopleareunabletoenjoytheirhigherincomes.Manyfeelthenecessityorsimplyprefertoworklongerhours,
y or better promotions This suggests people are valu
presumablytogetmoremoneyorbetterpromotions.Thissuggestspeoplearevaluingearningmoneymorethan
leisure.

6. Asitcanleadtodiseasesofaffluence
Economicgrowthhasenabledimprovedhealthcaretreatments,butatthesametimetherehasbeenan
unexpectedriseinthenumberofdiseasesandillnessesrelatedtoincreasedprosperity.Oneexampleisobesity.
Modernlifestylesandmoderndietshavecreatedanepidemicofobesity.InSingapore,diabetesisalsoahuge
healthconcernanditisoftenrelatedtoovereatingatooͲrichdietandasedentarylifestyle.Inrecentyears,higher
childhoodobesitycasesinSingaporehasledtohigherchildhoodratesofdiabetes.aswell.Ahostofothermental
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andemotionalproblemsmaycomewitheconomicgrowth,giventhatpeoplemayoverwork,nothavetimeto
cultivatecloserelationships,feellonelyorisolated,becomeobsessedwithwealthorbedistrustfulofothersdueto
theirwealth,etc.AnotherconcernisthatthetopͲqualityhealthcaresystemcomesataveryhighcostforthose
whoneeditsservicesandmanyinSingaporearealsoafraidofwhatthefuturemayholdwhentheyfallsick.



6. ‘THEREISNOHARMINTHEYOUNGTRYINGEVERYTHINGTHEYWANT’.DOYOUAGREE?

Analysis
Itisacommonbeliefthatyoungpeopleshouldbegiventhelibertytotryanythingtheywantwhiletheyhavethe
luxurytoundoorrestartanyunsuccessfulendeavours.However,thisbeliefcouldalsobeseenasacontroversial
andevendangerous“blankcheque”foryoungpeopletotrythingsthatcouldeventuallyprovetobedetrimentalto
themselvesandothers.
ClarificationofTerms
x Noharm–noforeseeabledangers/undesirableoutcomes.
x Everythingtheywant–allconceivableendeavours/activitiesdeemedfavourablebytheyoung.

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Noharm
1. Youngpeoplearehighlyadaptableandwouldbeabletoreboundbettershouldtheyfailinthethingsthey
try.
Veryoften,youngpeoplearetooafraidtotrynewthingsforfearoffailing.Theytendtosticktoasafeandfamiliar
routeinlifewheretherisksareminimised.Whiletheserisksintakingtheroadlesstravelledmayberealattimes,
suchyoungpeopleunderestimatetheirpotentialtoreboundandgainevenhighergroundsaftereachsetback.Hence,
the“harm”thatoneassociateswithtryingeverythingtheywantisusuallyoverhypedsinceyoungpeoplehavethe
capacitytocircumventandovercomethesesoͲcalledharm.AcaseinpointwouldbehowyoungSingaporeanstend
tounderestimatethemselveswhentheyoftenbelievemoreinthepossibleharmthatcomeswithtryingeverything
they like than in themselves: very few young Singaporeans refrain from venturing beyond the triedͲandͲtested
academicroutethattheirpeerstake(eg.thefearoflosingoutiftheydonottaketheJCtoUniversityroute);even
fewerwoulddaretrytofollowtheirtruepassionsinlife.

2. ThesoͲcalled‘harms’areactuallygoodforpersonalgrowth.
Todevelopresilience,youngpeopleshouldbetryeverythingtheywantevenwhentherearerealharmsandrisks
involved.InsteadofbeingoverlyͲprotective,society,schoolsandparentsshouldencourageyoungpeopletobravely
facetheseharmsandreframedthemas“challenges”thatcouldpossiblystretchtheirgrowthtobecomestronger
With cautious and wellͲmonitored practices, these ha
andmoreresilientindividuals.WithcautiousandwellͲmonitoredpractices,theseharmscouldwellbecomecatalysts
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3. Tryingeverythingwouldhelpapersonbecomemorecreativeandinnovative.
In this VUCA 21st Century world filled with the complex issues that usually require a multiͲpronged approach in
addressing them, a successful person would need to be highly creative and innovative. Such traits could only be
developedifapersongetstotryeverythingheorshewantswithoutanyfearofanypossibleharm.Individualslike
SteveJobs,JackMaandElonMuskalltriedaplethoraofdifferentventuresandmisadventuresbeforetheybecame
successful.Onhindsight,thesecreativeandinnovativetrailblazersoftenattributedtheirsenseofcreativitytotheir
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wouldbeexposedtoafarrichercompositionofpossibilitieswhichwillleadtogreaterscopeofcreativesolutionsto
solvecomplexproblemsinthismodernworld.
Thereisharm
1. Althoughtheyoungmaygaininshortruntryingeverythingtheywant,thereissomelongtermharmful
consequences.
Whileitismostgratifyingintheshortrunforyoungpeopletotryeverythingallinthenameofexperimentationin
theirlives,therearelikelytobesomesubtlelongtermharmfulconsequenceswhichtheywouldneedtofaceintheir
lateryears.Inthe1960sand1970s,younghippiesinAmerica,BritainandotherWesternsocietiesexperimentedwith
variousrecreationaldrugswhichtheyclaimedhelpedthemtobemoreartisticandatpeacewiththemselvesand
othershadsubsequentlysufferedvariousdrugrelateddiseaseswhichthreatenedtheirsanityandlives.

2. Youngpeoplewhotryeverythingtheywantmayenduphurtingthepeoplearoundthem.
Whileitmaybetruethatyoungpeoplemaygainintheirexistentialandpracticalexperiencesastheytryeverything
theywant,theymayendupharmingthepeoplearoundthemespeciallytheirlovedonesinadvertently.Youngpeople
whoperpetuallywishtotrydifferentgigsandjobsjusttoseeifitsuitstheirlifestylesandlikingmaynotrealisethat
peoplewhodependonthemforsustenance(eg.agedparentswhohavefailinghealth)aresufferingintheirwaitfor
themtosettledownwithastableincome.Moresignificantly,ifallyoungpeopleinoursocietyembracethesoͲcalled
entrepreneurialdarewithoutsparingathoughtfortheirfamilymembersandforthosewhodependonthem,the
societymaynotexperiencethekindofeconomicandsocialstabilitymadepossiblebyagroupofyoungpeoplewho
choosetotryonlythoseendeavoursthatguaranteesuccess.Inotherwords,thismentalityto“tryeverything”that
panderstotheyoung’sfanciesisaselfͲservingethos.

3. TryingeverythingmightcreateanoverlyͲjadedgenerationofyoungpeople.
Theassumptionthatyoungpeoplehavethecapacitytoreboundandthattheirresiliencewillonlygrowwithevery
tried and failed endeavour is not fully valid. Indeed, for those who experienced “productive failures” like Albert
Einstein,JackMaandRichardBransonhappenedtobethosewhoarebornwithasheersenseofresiliencewhich
normalpeoplecouldonlyaspiretohave.Inreality,ordinarypeoplewhoblindlytryeverythingtheylaytheireyeson
maymoreoftenthannotbecomesodiscouragedandjadedthattheymayneverrecoverinlife.Somemayeven
becomecynical,depressedorevensuicidalaftertryingeverythingwithoutanysuccesses.




7. ‘THEENVIRONMENTISTHEMAINCAUSEOFOURHEALTHWOESTODAY.’DISCUSS.

Analysis
Inthepasttwodecades,majorenvironmentalissuesthathaveanegativeimpactonhumanhealthhavebeen
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comparethedifferentcauses’impacttothatoftheenvironmentinordertoestablishwhichcauseisthemain
cause.
ClarificationsofTerms
x Maincauseof–Nottheonlyone,butitistheforemost,principalormajorcontributorof.
x Healthwoes–Allkindsofhealthproblemsandailments,e.g.allergies,asthma,cancer,coronarydiseases,
etc.

NOTE:TheargumentsbelowaretobepairedwiththeonesaboverespectivelyaspossibleCAͲR’s.Studentsare
expectedtomakecomparisonsbetweenthe2stands.
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg




Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Environmentisthemaincauseofhealthwoes
1. Environmentalpollutionisoneofthemaincontributorsofhealthwoestoday.
TheIndustrialRevolutionbeganinthe18thcenturyinBritainandthenspreadallovertheworld.Whilewegained
mucheconomically,unfortunately,itwasalsoatimewhentherewasadrasticincreaseinpollutiontothe
environment,whichcontinuestoday.AutoͲvehiclesaddontoourpollutionandhealthwoes.Andtheextensive
usesoffossilfuelsandtoxicchemicalshaveledtoland,airandwaterpollution,andthishasimpactedhuman
healthdetrimentally.Accordingtothewebsite,History,in1948,severeindustrialairpollutioncreatedadeadly
smogthatasphyxiated20peopleinDonora,Pennsylvania,andmade7,000moresick.IntheGreatSmogof1952,
pollutantsfromfactoriesandhomefireplaceskilledatleast4,000peopleinLondonoverseveraldays.Today,the
releaseofhumanͲproducedsulphurandnitrogencompoundsintotheatmospherenegativelyimpactsplants,fish,
soil,forests.Whenhumansconsumesuchtaintedfish,animalsandplantsfromtheseareas,ourhealthisaffected
negativelytoo.

2. Seasonalchangesintheenvironmentcouldalsocauseourhealthtodeteriorate.
Pollensfromfloweringplants,mouldandgrassarewidespreadandcausesofallergies.Allergicreactionsvaryfrom
milditchoftheeyesandrunnynosestoseverebreathingproblemsthatcouldbelifethreatening,e.g.serious
asthmaticattacks.Mostpeoplelookforwardtospringwhenbeautifulflowersbloom.Unfortunatelyforothers,
thisisaseasonwhentheysuffermostfromallergies,beginninginFebruarytomidͲsummer.Trees(spring),grass
(summer)suchasJohnson,TimothyandRye,andragweed(fall)aremainallergens.Attimes,mildspring
temperaturescouldleadtoearlyplantpollination,orarainierspringcouldcauseplantstogrowmoreabundantly,
allofwhicharenothelpfultothosewhoarepronetoallergies.Allergiescausemuchmiserytothesufferersand
alsodowntimeinproductivity.StatisticsobtainedfromtheNetherlands’CentralBureauofStatisticsovereight
yearsrevealedthattherewasanaverageofmorethan330deathsdailyduetocorrespondingdataforairborne
pollenconcentrations.

3. Today,naturaldisasterscouldresultincertainenvironmentalconditionsthatcouldleadtothespreading
ofdiseases.
Thechangingweatherpatternsnowadayshavebroughtaboutmanynaturaldisasters.Globalwarmingisthemain
causeofchangingweatherpatternstoday.Extremeheatwavescouldkill,especiallyforthemorevulnerableelderly
peopleandchildren.BetweenAprilandMay2015,aheatwaveinIndiakilledmorethan2,200people,with
temperaturesascorching47ͲdegreeCelsius,7Ͳdegreeabovenormal.AndhraPradeshsufferedthemost,with
1,636dying.Accordingtothewebsite,ClimateHotMap,globalwarminghasledtochangingprecipitationpatterns
whichcouldcreateprolongeddrought,causingforestandpeatfiresandendangeringthelivesofresidentsand
firefighters.Awarmingatmospherealsoincreasesthechanceofextremerainfallandflooding.Inmanyheavily
g
g
populatedareas,sealevelrisefromthemeltingarticswillcausestormsurgesandcoastalflooding.
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nvironment could impact our health negatively but ou
Admittedly,pollutionintheenvironmentcouldimpactourhealthnegatively,butourhealthisverymuchwithin
ourcontrolandmanagementtoo.Potatocouchandtelevisionsurfing.Onlinegaming.Fastfood.Smoking.Alack
ofphysicalexercise.Recreationaldrugs.Thesloweconomythatleadstoincreasedunemployment,moreintense
workcompetitionandunendingdeadlinesthatcauseaverystressfullifestyleascomparedtothepast.Physical
inactivityandanunhealthydiethavebeenproventocausecertaincardiovasculardiseases,e.g.obesitythatmake
peopleatriskofheartattacks.Smokingisalsocancercausing,andrecreationaldrugscauseaddictionthateatsup
thehealthofpeople.AllthesearemodernͲdayphenomenathathavecontributedtoourillhealth.Accordingtoa
JohnHopkinsarticle,physicalinactivitycouldalsoleadtoanincreaseriskofcertaincancers,anxietyand
depression,adecreaseinskeletalͲmusclemassandelevatedbloodpressureandcholesterollevels.Inaddition,
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advancementsintechnologyhavebroughtusmuchconveniencethatreducesphysicaltoilfortedioustasksthatwe
usedtolabourover;andconversely,technologicaladvancementsalsoleadtoafasterpaceoflifethatincreases
pressure,andtheycompoundtheproblemofillhealth.ThesenumerouscausesareselfͲinflicted,manmade,and
theenvironmentissurelynotaculprit.

2. Otherthantheenvironmentcausingustofallill,therearepeoplewhoarebornwithdefectivegenes
thatmakethemgeneticallymorepronetocertaindiseases.
Itistruethatseasonalenvironmentalchangescouldresultinillhealth,suchasseasonalallergies.However,our
ownbiologicaltendencycouldalsobethereasonwhypeoplebecomemorepronetosuchseasonalsicknesses.
Duetoaperson’sgeneticmakeup,itcouldcausehimtobepredisposedtocertaindiseases.Forexample,thereare
peoplewhosegeneticmakeupmakethemmoreinclinedtohaveseasonalallergiesthanothers.Andin2015,two
yearsafterveryfamouslyhavingadoublemastectomy,AngelaJoliealsoremovedherovariesandfallopiantubes
duetoacancerscare.Beforethat,shewasfoundtobecarryingageneticmutationthatincreasedthepotentialof
hercontractingfatalbreastcancer,likehermother,andthus,themastectomy.Geneticdisorderscouldalsobe
hereditarywherethedefectivegenesarepassedonfromparentstotheirchildren.


3. Theenvironmentaside,thecountrythatoneisbornincouldalsoimpactourhealthnegatively,due
mainlytothepooreconomicstateofthecountryandalackofadequatemedicalfacilities.
Althoughourenvironmentcouldinduceillnesses,howeverwhereonelivescouldalsoimpacthealth.Theinfant
mortalityratesinthirdworldcountriesaremuchhigherthanthoseindevelopedcountries.Accordingto2016
WorldHealthOrganisation(WHO)statistics,indevelopingcountries,nearlyhalfofmothersandnewbornsdonot
receiveskilledcareduringandimmediatelyafterbirth,anduptotwoͲthirdsofnewborndeathscanbepreventedif
effectivehealthmeasuresareprovidedatbirth.Inotherwords,thevastmajorityofnewborndeathstakeplacein
developingcountries,andtheyhavenothingtodowiththeenvironment.


8.‘SMALLCOUNTRIESCANNEVERMAKEAREALIMPACTINTODAY’SWORLD.’DISCUSS.

Analysis
Thereisanassumptionthatcountrieswhicharesmallintermsoflandareaandpopulationareunabletomakea
significantimpactorcontribution(intheareasofpolitics,economics,cultures,etc)intheworld.Viceversa,itis
believedthatsizetrulymattersandbigcountriesaretheonesthatcanmakearealdifferenceintheworldwith
theirlargerresourcesorpoliticalandeconomicclout.Studentsshouldrecognisetheextremeword'never'inthe
questionandaddresswhetheritisindeedtruethatsmallcountriescannevermakeasignificantimpactinthe
globalcontext.Betterstudentswouldrecognisethecomplexitiesoftheworldtoday,andthestrengthsofsmall
countriesaswellasdifficultiesthattheyfaceandevaluatetheseaccordingtotheactualimpacttheyareableto
that they face and evaluate these according to the ac
makeintheworldtoday.
ClarificationofTerms
x SmallcountriesͲstateswhicharesmallintermsoflandareaandpopulation
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x RealimpactͲgenuine/significant/visibleeffect

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Smallcountriescanmakearealimpactintoday'sworld
1. Asthesuccessstoriesofsmallcountriescanserveaslearningpointsforothercountries.
Smallintermsoflandareaorpopulationdoesnotnecessarilymeanthatthesecountriesarelackinginotherareas
forexample,knowledgeorskillsinareaslikeeducationorscienceandtechnology.Infactsmallcountriesoften
havenicheareaswheretheyexcelandcanmakeagenuineimpactonothercountrieswhentheysharetheir
expertiseandknowledgetobenefitothercountries.Forexample,Israelmaybeasmallcountry,butitscontribution
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assistancetechnologytopreventaccidentsandmajorcompanieslikeAudiandTeslaMotorshaveembeddedits
technologyintotheircars.AccordingtoBusinessInsider,Israelcontinuestoproduceanimpressivenumberof
highlysuccessfultechcompaniesforacountrywithapopulationofjust9millionpeople.Thisisthereasonwhy
Israelissometimesreferredtoas"StartupNation"thankstothehugenumberofentrepreneursbuilding
businessesthereandattractinginvestorsworldwide.Also,Singapore’seducationsystemhasbuiltupasound
reputationovertheyearsandcountrieslikeJapanandtheUnitedStateshavedemonstratedakeeninterestto
learnmoreaboutandadaptoureducationalpracticesbysendingteamsofteacherstostudySingapore’ssystem.



2. Assmallcountriescanserveasmiddlemenandfacilitatenegotiationbetweenconflictingcountriesina
politicalstalemate.
Inordertoprotecttheirowncountries’interestsandavoidbeingidentifiedtoocloselywithbiggercountries,small
countriesoftenplaytheroleasan‘honestbroker’indisputesandconflictsamongbiggercountries.Thisenables
themtobeefficientmediatorsandhelpothercountriescometoaresolutionoragreement.Agoodexampleis
Norwaywhichhasalimitedsize–bothintermsofpopulationandeconomicprowess.Overtheyears,many
NorwegiandiplomatshaveactedasthirdͲpartymediatorsinseveralinternationalconflicts,includinginBosniaand
Sudan.Inaddition,inhostingtheOsloAccordsbetweenIsraelandPalestine,Norwaycanappeartobeworkingas
aninternationalmediatortryingherveryhardesttoworkintheinterestofinternationalpeace,whilstatthesame
timevastlyincreasinghersoftpowerbynationbranding,asacountrythatshowshercommitmenttoandabilityto
engagesuccessfullyin“internationalpeacebrokering”anddiplomacy.

3. Assmallcountriescanbondtogethertomakeadifference.
Asmallpowerrecognizesthatitmayfacedifficultiesbyrelyingsolelyonitsowncapabilities.Thisexplainswhy
smallcountriestendtobondincoalitionstoenabletheirvoicestobeheardmoreclearly.Forexample,Singaporeis
supportiveofplatformsthatallowsmallstatestodiscussandfostercommonpositionsonissuesofmutual
concern,therebygivingthemabiggervoiceontheglobalstage.In1992inNewYork,Singaporeestablishedan
informalgroupingofsmallstatesknownastheForumofSmallStates(FOSS).MembershipinFOSSisonanonͲ
ideologicalandnonͲgeographicalbasis.Itnowcomprisesmorethan100countriesandmeetsafewtimesayearto
discussissuesofconcerntosmallstates.Inparticulartheinaugural2012FOSSConferenceonSmallStatesprofiled
theroleandcontributionsofsmallstatesintheinternationalarena,andalsoprovidedaplatformtoshare
experiencesandstrategiesfordevelopmentamongsmallstates.Also,smallislandcountriesinthePacificarein
imminentdangerofbeingwashedintotheseaassealevelsriseduetoclimatechanges.

4. Assmallcountriesareabletowieldsoftpowerasameanstoappealtoandinfluenceothers.
Softpowercanbedisplayedintheattractivenessofcountries’cultures,politicalideals,andpolicies.Forexample,
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ecosystemwasrecognisedwhenitcameintopsintheGlobalCleantechInnovationIndex2017.

Smallcountriescannevermakearealimpactintoday'sworld
1. Asinreality,smallcountriesfacemanylimitationsthathinderthemfrommakingeffectiveandlongterm
impacts.
Duetothesmallareaandpopulationsize,smallcountriestendtofacemanyconstraintslikealackofnatural
resourcesorhumanresourcestocontributeorcompeteactivelyattheglobalstage.Forexample,manysmall
countriesdonotproduceasmanyNobelPrizeScienceorLiteraturewinnersascomparedtothebigcountries
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simplybecausetheyhavefeweroutstandingindividualsintheseareas.Also,mostofthemorewellͲknown
entertainmentandsportscelebritiestendtocomefrombiggercountrieswhichhavebiggertalentpoolsand
monetaryaswellasphysicalresourcestobettersupportthedevelopmentoftheseindustries.

2. Asscholarsandleadersofsmallcountriestendtobemorecautiousofrockingtheboatandchallenging
thebigcountries.
Smallcountriesarewellawareoftheboundariestheyhaveandtherepercussionsofbeingoverlyvocalonthe
internationalstageandriskoffendingbiggercountries.Asaresult,leadersofsmallcountriestendtobevery
guardedintheirwordsandactions.Asaresult,inordertoavoidtheriskofconflictwithothercountries,even
whenitisnotdeliberate,smallcountriestendtoplaythesafecard.Thiswaspreciselythetopicofheateddebated
recentlywithMrKishoreMahbubani,anacademicandformerdiplomat,whoraisedtheideathat“smallstates
mustalwaysbehavelikesmallstates”.InthelightofwhathappenedtoQatar,hisadviceforSingaporeis:“What's
thefirstthingweshoulddo?Exercisediscretion.Weshouldbeveryrestrainedincommentingonmattersinvolving
greatpowers.”ClearlyhisviewignitedmuchdebateinSingapore.However,withsuchcautiousness,itisnowonder
thatthesesmallcountriesareunabletomakesignificantcontributions.

3. Assmallcountriessimplylackthepowertoshapepoliticalworldevents.
Smallcountriesalsosimplylackthehardpowertoshapeeventsastheydonotpossessthemilitarystrengthto
sendarmedforcesorequipmentforwarfaretoaidothercountries.Ina2016GlobalFirepowerIndexwhich
comparesmilitarypowerbycountries,outof133countries,itisunsurprisingthatbigcountrieslikeChina,Indiaand
theUSAemergetopsofthelist.TopcountryonthelistChinaforinstancehasabout3,712,500totalmilitary
personnelascomparedtoSingapore’s504,500(Singapore’srankingisat101).AlsotheUShasbeenprolificin
supportingtheSyrianoppositionbyprovidingmilitarypersonnelaswellasweaponssuchasassaultrifles,antiͲtank
rocketlaunchersandotherammunition.TheUSStateDepartmenthasreportedlyallocatedmillionsofdollarsfor
civilianoppositiongroupsinSyria.Clearlysmallercountrieswhichdonotpossesshardpowerintheformofmilitary
andeconomicmeanswouldnotbeabletoparticipatedirectlyinworldevents.Infact,moreoftenthannot,small
countriesareatthemercyoftheactionsofbiggercountriesandareunabletodomuchtoretaliateastheysimply
lackthemeansormighttodoso.OneinstanceisthatofQatarandtheQatarͲGulfcrisisinJune2017whenseveral
countriesabruptlycutoffdiplomaticrelationswithQatarbywithdrawingambassadors,andimposingtradeand
travelbans.



9. HOWEFFECTIVEHASYOURCOUNTRYBEENINCREATINGANATIONALIDENTITY?

Analysis
Acountry’snationalidentityisavitalconstituentofitsexistence.Howsuccessfullythecountrymanagesits
a vital constituent of its existence. How successfully t
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identityhasaverysignificantimpactonitsexpressionofitself,howothercountriesperceiveit,howthecountry
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bearinginmindthateachcountryisuniqueandthereforethereisnooneapproachthatcouldbedeemtobethe
mostsuccessfulasitalldependsonthehistory,cultureandcompositionofacountry.
Clarificationsofkeyterms
x Howeffective–Requiresevaluationofthesuccessorlackof,ofhowthecreationofanationalidentityhas
beenmanaged.
x Creating–Thedeliberateandplannedprocessofconceivingandestablishing.
x Nationalidentity–Nationalidentityisasenseofbelongingtoastateornation,asrepresentedby
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commissionedbythegovernment.Itcouldbesomethingthatisorganicandpersonaleven.(Sometimes,
nationalidentityissomethingthatwedonoteventhinkabout,andironically,itonlybecomesanissue
whenleaveahomecountrytogoabroadforustobetterappreciateit.)

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Singaporehassuccessfullycreatedanationalidentity
1. Singapore’slinguafranca,English,isamajorbondingfactorforitscitizens,establishingitsnational
identityasaunitedandharmoniousmultiͲracialsociety.
TheEnglishlanguagedoesnotmerelyserveasatoolofcommercetofacilitatecommunicationwiththerestofthe
world,itactuallyplaysanimportantroleinthismultiͲracialnationtohelpbringaboutnationalunity.Intheinitial
yearsofSingapore’sindependencewhenitspopulationwasmostlyilliterate,peoplespokeintheirnativetongues
anddialects,andthissegregatedthedifferentethnicgroups.Realisingthatthiscouldbeapotentialincendiary
racialsparkplug,thegovernmentinstitutedthebilingualeducationpolicyforchildren,withEnglishbeingthe
principallanguage.Overtheyears,thesechildrenhavegrownupspeakingEnglish,andthatservesasacommon
languagenow,suchthatregardlessofrace,Singaporeansareabletounderstandoneanother.Thistranscendsany
differencesthattheymighthaveandprovidesacommonplatformforthevariousracestobond.

2. Singapore’smeritocraticsystemisthecommondenominatorthatcultivatessharedvaluesamong
Singaporeans.
Singapore’seducationsystemadoptsacommonsyllabus,withcivicslessonsthatallowthesharingofourcommon
historicalandeconomicnarratives.ManySingaporeansofhumblebackgroundshavebenefitedfromthis
meritocraticeducationalsystemandriseninsocialeconomicstatus.Assuch,theSingaporeaneducationalsystem
playsacrucialroleinenablingeveryoneanequalopportunitytogothroughthesamesystemandtosucceed.No
oneracehasanunfairadvantageoveranother.ThissharedsystemthereforeimbuesinSingaporeansthesameset
ofvalues,attitudeandethos.DespiteSingaporebeingbeayoungnation,adiscerniblesemblanceofnational
identityisbeginningtoemergeandwillcontinuetobereinforcedwithtime.

3. ThebrandnameofSingaporeissynonymoustoquality.
TheascensionofSingaporefromabackwardfishingvillagetoafirstͲworldtechnologicallyadvancedcountry–all
achievedwithinageneration–isamiraclethatisunlikelytobereplicatedanywhereelseinthisworld.Fromits
worldrenownpeerlesseducationsystemwhereitsstudentsdominatetheglobalPISAeducationalrankings,to
havingaseaportandairportofinternationalstanding,toevenbeingafamousfoodparadise,Singaporehas
surpassedmanydevelopedcountriesthataremuchlargerthanitself.SteepedinConfucianteachings,Singaporean
workersarealsoknownamongemployerstobebothhardworkingandhonest.
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Singaporehassomewhatfalteredincreatingitsnationalidentity
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Touristsareoftenamusedbywhatinfringementsofthelawsherecouldlandpeopleinhotsoup.Itiswellknown
thatSingaporeisafinEcity,wherewegetfinedfornotonlylittering,butalsonotflushingthetoiletsand
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membersaresuedfordaringtosmearthereputationsofdominantPAPmembers.Andhorrorofhorrors,capital
punishmentfordrugtraffickingisstilladministeredinthismoderndayandage!Whilewemayenjoyalowcrime
environmentandliveinaGardeninaCity,wehaveunfortunatelybeenlabelledassocialistcountrywithdictators
asleaders,andthecitizensascompliantpuppetswhohavenosenseofhumourandcouldnotlaughatourselves.
ManyarticlesinforeignpublicationshaveevenquestionedifSingaporeistrulydemocraticandsomeofthemhave
beensuedfordefamation.
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2. Singapore’sshorthistoryandheterogeneouspopulationmakeitdifficulttocreateanationalidentity.
Withnocommontraditions,Singaporehasbeenhavingahardtimetryingtoderiveanationalidentity.TheMalay
languageisSingapore’snationallanguage.Ironically,otherthantheMalaythemselves,therestofSingaporeans,
whoformthemajority,donotlearnMalay,andmostarenotevenawarethatMalayistheirnationallanguage.In
addition,Singaporeansnolongeridentifywiththecountriesoforiginofourancestors,whichtranslatestoaweaker
linktoourroots,andtherefore,anethnicidentity.Wearejustanassortmentofdisparateracesthatisnotunlike
oilandwater.Wedon’tevenhaveanationalcostume.

3. Thereisnotmuch–ideologicallynorculturally–thatbindSingaporeanstoSingapore,causingourties
withoneanothertobetenuous.
PragmatismrulesinSingapore,notanythingthatisideologicalorculturalinnature.Unfortunately,thelattertwo
factorsareoftenwhatmattermostincreatinganationalidentity.ItispreciselybecauseSingaporeansareso
pragmatic,theywillnothesitatetomovetoadifferentcountrywhenconditionstherearemoreideal.Sometop
reasonswhySingaporeansemigrateincludelesspressureabroad,moreworkopportunitieselsewhere,more
freedomandlessstrictinanothercountryandSingaporeliterallyhavingnotmuchroomtogrow.Andbeingwell
educated,itiseasyforSingaporeanstoleave.Thereisnothingideologicalorculturalthatcouldholdthemback
andcausethemtothinktwicebeforesettlingtheirfamiliesinothercountries.Pragmatismispervasive,andit
permeatesthepsycheofSingaporeans.Indeed,thistendencyisobservedespeciallyinthemillennialswhoare
raisedinamoreaffluentenvironmentandhavemoreopportunitiestotravelandcompareSingaporewithother
countries.Theyfindtheeducationalsystemhereoverlypresurrisingandworklifetobetough,withSingaporeans
beingoneoftheunhappiestpeopleintheworld.


10.DOESMODERNTECHNOLOGYSATISFYOURWANTSRATHERTHANOURNEEDS?

Analysis
Studentsneedtodistinguishandclearlydefinewhatneedsandwantsare.Thecontextofthequestionisimpliedby
theuseoftheword‘modern’andtheyshouldbeabletoseethatneedscanchangeovertime.
Thebetterscriptswillbeabletotakeanuancedstandandrecognizethatmoderntechnologysatisfiesbothourwants
andneeds.
ClarificationofTerms
x SatisfyͲmeettheexpectationsof
x WantsͲWantsareunlimitedandareahumandesiretogetsomethingadditional.Somethingthatyou
wouldliketohavebutnotsomethingthatyoucannotlivewithout.
x NeedsͲNeedsarefundamentalforhumansurvival

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
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Yes,technologysatisfyourwantsratherthanourneeds
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Inourincreasinglyconsumeristicandmaterialistsociety,wearedrivenbyourdesiretoacquirematerialgoods.By
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takingadvantageofsuchamindͲset,techcompaniespushoutmodelaftermodelofsmartphones,tabletsand
computers.ThismindͲsetcanalsoleadpeopletobeemotionallyinvestedinablindpursuitofowninggoods.Apple
achievedacultfollowingbymanipulatingpeople’semotionsandproducingqualityproducts.Somebelievethat
Applehasgonebeyondforminganemotionalconnectionandhasinsteadachievedaneurologicalconnectionwith
itscustomers.Itcreatesastrongpsychologicalandemotionalresponsethatoperatesonasubconsciouslevel
whichleadstoaddiction.Apple’srevenueatQ32017was$45.4billion,up7%yearͲoverͲyearwithitsiPadsalesat
$11.42m,up14%yearͲoverͲyear.Incomparison,engaginginnonͲprofitorganizationsandtheiraimsdonotearn
themanymoneyandthissortofconnectionisrarelyfoundtowardscompaniesprovidingbasicnecessitiessuchas
NTUCorPUBwherepeopleprioritisevalueformoneyandpracticalityoverunbridledpurchase.
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Newtechnologyisalsoconstantlycreatingnewdesiresandwantsthroughpersonalizedadvertisementsthatalso
createsdesiresforitemsthatwedidnotknowweneededorwanted.Mobileapplicationscompaniesalsocreate
andsupplymanygamingapplicationsthatfeedonpeople’sneedforentertainmentandaddictionbychargingfor
inͲgamepurchases–thesegamesearnmuchmoremoneyfortheappdevelopersascomparedtopractical
applicationssuchasalarmclocksandcalendars.



2. Technologyhasalreadydonemorethanenoughtoaddressourbasicneeds.Itisevolvinganddrivenby
whatwewantfromit.
Overthepastcentury,therehasbeenamassivesurgeintheamountofconveniencetechnologies.Inthepast,the
wheelwasinventedtohelptransportgoodsandsuppliesacrosslongdistances.Thentheindustrialrevolutioncame
alongandwithit,steamenginepoweredlocomotivesandships.Thiswasfollowedbycarsandplanes.Allthese
wereinventedbecausetheywereneededtofulfilaneed–totransportpeopleandgoodsacrosslongdistances,
andthisneedhasbeenfulfilled.Moderntechnologieshowever,aredrivenbypeople’sdesiresforbetter,fasterand
moreluxuriouscarsandplanes.Cars,insteadofbeinganecessity,hasnowbecomeastatussymbol.Luxurycar
salesinAustraliagrewby11percentin2016,comparedwithjust2percentgrowthfortherestoftheindustry.
ThiscanalsobeseeninSingaporewheretherehasbeenadeclineintheoverallnumberofcarsbutanincreasein
thenumberofluxurycars.Asof2016,thehighͲendbrandscomprisedabout22%ofcarsinSingaporecomparedto
17%theyrepresentedin2013.Theseluxurycarsrepresenttheexcessesandunnecessarinessoftheconsumeristic
culture.EvenTesla,acarcompanythatstrivestocreatezeroͲemissions,ismoreattractivetoconsumersbecauseof
itsstyleandlooksandnotitsenvironmentalbenefits.


Technologydoessatisfyourneedsratherthanourwants
1. Technologicaladvancementhashelpedsolveimportantproblemssuchasaccesstocleanwater,
medicineandfoodaroundtheworldandcontinuestosolvetheseproblemstoday.
TheGreenRevolutionhasdoubledriceproductioninmanyThirdWorldcountriessuchasIndia,ChinaandPakistan.
Between1960and2000,yieldsforalldevelopingcountriesrose208%forwheat,109%forrice,157%formaize,
78%forpotatoes,and36%forcassava.Morerecently,manyinnovativeproductshavebeeninventedandusedto
improvethequalityoflifeforthoseindevelopingcountries.


2. (Individual)Associetyevolvesandmodernises,whatwasonceconsideredluxuryarenowbasic
necessities andtechnologyisstillutilizedtodaytomeetournewneeds.
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essentialprocedures.Intheearliestdaysofplasticsurgery,peoplesometimestriedtominimiseordisguise
in a facial rejuvenation of bodyͲcontouring surgery S
thattheyhadengagedinafacialrejuvenationofbodyͲcontouringsurgery.Suchchoicesweresometimes
referredtoas‘vanity’andonlyforthewealthy.Aestheticproceduresarelosingtheirtabooevenin
traditionallymoreconservativecountrieslikeSingaporeandMalaysia.However,intoday’sworld,having
‘work’doneisthenewnormandisnolongerfrownedupon.InKorea,doubleeyelidsurgeryisalmostseen
asnecessaryandsingleeyelidsareperceivedasabirthdefect.

3. (National)Technologysatisfiesthechangingneedsofnations.
Astheworldevolves,sodoourneedsandthreats.Tosurviveinthiscompetitiveworldwithlittlenaturalresources,
SingaporeaimstobecomeaknowledgeͲbasedindustrywhichthrivesoninnovationandenterpriseandtobe
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successful,sheneedstoleverageonresearchandtechnology.TheSingaporegovernment’sR&Dspendingin2016
isatabout1%ofGDP,comparabletotheUS.DeputyPrimeMinisterTeoCheeHeansaid:"EssentiallyR&Disan
investmentinourownfuture.It'sanexpressionofbeliefinSingaporeandSingapore'sfutureandifwewanttobea
knowledgeͲbasedeconomy,whichthrivesoninnovationandenterprise,andtobuildthisknowledgebaseonwhich
wecanbuildthefutureofSingapore,thenR&Diswherewehavetoinvest."
x SmartNation:Farfrombeingexcessive,VivianBalakrishnan,whowasministerforenvironmentandwater
resourcesuntilOctober2015,aswellastheheadoftheSmartNationInitiative,toldtheaudienceatan
innovationeventinApril2015that,"WhatyouseeinSingaporeisanexerciseofdesperateimagination.It's
notaboutinnovationbecauseit'ssexy,butbecauseit'ssurvival."
Tobesafeinthistimeandage,technologycanhelpussecureofbasicneedofsafetyandsecurityefficientlyand
reliably.Technologyaidsincrimeinvestigationandforensicscience.LaserAblationInductivelyCoupledPlasma
MassSpectrometry(LAͲICPͲMS):Whenbrokenglassisinvolvedinacrime,puttingtogethereventinypiecescanbe
keytofindingimportantclueslikethedirectionofbullets,theforceofimpactorthetypeofweaponusedina
crime.Withthistechnology,forensicscientistsareabletomatcheventhesmallestshardofglassfoundonclothing
toaglasssamplefromacrimescene.


11. ISITBETTERFORACOUNTRYTOFOCUSONTHENEEDSOFTHEYOUNGTHANONNEEDSOF
THERESTOFSOCIETY?

Analysis
Sincethisisacomparisonquestion,studentsneedtoensureconsistentcomparisonisbeingmadethroughoutthe
essaybetweentheyouthandtherestofsociety.
ClarificationofTerms
x NeedsͲAccordingtoMaslowHierarchyofNeeds,there5layersofneeds:physiological/biological,safety,
love/belonging,esteem,selfͲactualization

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Yes,itisbetterforacountrytofocusontheneedsoftheyoung
1. Theyoungrepresentsthehopeforourfuture,thus,investingintheyoungisakintoinvestinginthe
country’sfuture.
ByfocusingonyouthandyouthͲrelatedprograms,governmentsensureamoreprosperousfutureforthecountry
anditseconomy.In2011,theworldreachedahistoricmilestonewithsevenbillionpeople,1.8billionofwhichare
youthaged10to24.Andofthisyoungpopulation,90percentliveindevelopingcountries.Thisgeneration,themost
interconnectedgenerationever,continuestogrowrapidly,andthechallengestheyfaceareevermoredaunting.We
needtofocusonprovidingqualityeducationandcreatingastablesocietysothatouryoungwillbeabletonavigate
thevolatilefuture.Also,withtheincreaseintheamountoffakenewsandtheaccessibilitytosuchinformation,itis
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disengagedfromsociety,itcouldleadtolongͲtermunemploymentandtheprospectofhundredsofthousandsof
unemployedfloatinginsocietyconstitutesaveryrealandbigproblem.

2. TheyoungrepresentstheenergyandriskͲtakingattitudesocietiesneed,thus,focusingonthemcanhelp
torejuvenatesocietyandtheeconomy.
NelsonMandelaoncesaid:“WheneverIamwithyoungpeople,Ifeellikearechargedbattery.”Youth,withalltheir
optimismandenergy,thinkbig,hopeforthebestandenvisionabettertomorrow,makingunceasingeffortstoturn
theirdreamsintoconcreteactions.TheyoungarenotriskͲaverseyetandarewillingtoconstantlytryandinnovate
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tosolveproblems.Organisationsarestartingtounderstandthatmuchmorecanbeachievedthroughyoung
people.Theyaremorelikelytolearnandadapt,trynewandinnovativewaystomeetcustomerneeds,andcanbe
associatedwithhigherlevelsofteamperformanceͲakeyfeatureintoday'sworkstructures.Theteamwork
environmenthasprovedtoenhancecreativityasitrelatestoteamperformance.Infusionsofyoungbloodcan
rejuvenatetiredorganisationsandfillthemwithnewenergyandpurpose.Theysignalthekindofenergythe
societyshouldhave.

3. Theyoungisapotentialthreattoprogressandstabilitysincetheyhavelesstolose.
Theyoungarecharacterisedbytheirpassion,energy,andboldness,sowhentheybelieveinacause,theyusually
activelyparticipateinittoshowtheirsupport.Togetherwithtoday’stechnologicaladvances,suchastheInternet
andsocialmedia,theyouthhaveeasyaccesstothetoolsthatallowthemtogalvaniseforchange.Accordingtoa
globalsurveydonebyHavasWorldwide,around70%ofyouthbelievethatsocialmediaisaforceforchange.
Aroundtheworld,youthareusingsocialmediatomonitortheeffectivenessofpublicservice.Incountriessuchas
ParaguayandBrazil,theyareusingFacebookandTwittertomakeofficialdataavailablepubliclytoinformand
mobilizetheirpeers.InLatvia,two23ͲyearͲoldsbuiltaneͲpetitionsystemsotheirfellowLatvianscouldsubmitand
supportproposalsforpolicychange.Thegovernmentthenlooksatpetitionssupportedbyatleast20%ofthe
population.StudentactivistsplayedavitalroleintheBersihMovementinMalaysia,thefallofSuhartoinIndonesia
andmorerecently,theProtestsforDemocracyinHongKong.However,itisimportanttohelpthemachievetheir
dreamsandambitionsbyprovidingtheappropriateandrightguidance,ifnot,theyoungmightinvesttheirenergy
incounterͲprogressiveactions.Thusitisbettertoengagethempositivelythantoleavethemalone.

No,thecountryshouldfocusontheneedsoftherestofsociety
1. Becausetherestmakeupthemajorityofthepopulationandtheyalsohavemuchmoretocontributeas
comparedtotheyouth,inboththeworkforceandthesociety.
Youthandchildrenmakeupabout40%oftheworld’spopulation.Indevelopedcountries,suchastheUSand
Singapore,theyoungonlymakesupabout30%ofthecountry’spopulation.Comparedtotheyoung,adultsandthe
elderlyworkandmakeactualcontributionstothecountry.Theycontributeeconomicallythroughtheir
employmentandproductivityatworkbyinjectingnewdriveandenergy,andcomingupwithnewandinnovative
practices.Theyalsocontributetothesocietybyformingnewfamilies.Thefamilyisabasicunitofsocietyandthe
adultscontributetothatbyformingmarriages,givingbirthandeducatingandtransmittingculturalnormsand
traditionstotheyoung.Adultsalsohaveagreaterimpactpoliticallyastheyhavethepowertoweighinonnational
issuesandeventuallyvoteinthegovernmentthatwillleadthecountry.Thus,comparedtotheyoung,adultscan
makerealcontributionsandenactactualchangesthataffectsocietymakingitmoreimportanttofocusontheir
needsinordertoensureahappyandproductiveworkforce.

2. Becauseagoodgovernmentwouldensurethatallcitizensaretakencareof,regardlessofwhotheyare.
Theprimaryrolesofagovernmentaretoprotectandprovideforitscitizens.Agovernmentcancushionthe
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3. Becauseproblemsthattheyouthfaceincomparisontotherestofthesocietyarelesspressingandless
severe.
InasurveydonebyYMCAintheUK,someofthetopconcernsoftheyoungweretheirfailuretosucceedinthe
educationsystem,bodyimageissuesandpressuresofmaterialism.Thispalesincomparisontotheseverityofthe
pressingconcernsofadultstoday;theeconomy,governance,unemploymentandnationalsecurity.Whilethe
concernsoftheyoungmightbevalidtothem,theyareissuesthatareconfinedtotheirageandwillpasswiththem
whereasthelargerconcernsoftherestofthepopulationhavegraverandwiderimplications.Insayingthat,when
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



thecountryfocusesontheneedsoftherestofthepopulation,theyaregoingtobebuildingabetterfutureforthe
youthasitismorestrategictohelptheadultsfirst.Thebenefitsofamorestable,moreeducated,morewellͲoff
adultpopulationwilltrickledowntotheirchildren,leadingtoabettergroupofyouthinthefuture.


12. ‘THERIGHTTODIESHOULDBERESPECTEDASMUCHASTHERIGHTTOLIVE’.TOWHAT
EXTENTDOYOUAGREE?

Analysis
Thecontentionliesinthebeliefthatone’srighttodieshouldberespectedequallyasone’srighttolive.Thebelief
thatoneshouldhavetherighttodieisthemainbasisbehindtheideaofeuthanasiaorevensuicide.Therearethose
whoconverselybelievethatlifeissacred,andwhileoneshouldbeentitledtotheinalienablerighttolive,theright
totakeawayone’sownlifeisnotourstoclaim.
ClarificationofTerms
x Righttodie–thesoleprerogativetodecidewhenoneshoulddie,regardlessofone’smedicalcondition.
x Righttolive–theinalienablerighttosustainone’sownlife/moralprinciplethatoneshouldnotbekilled
byanotherperson.

Stand/PossiblePointsandExamples
Therighttodieshouldberespectedasmuchastherighttolive.
1. Ifwetrulyrespectafellowhumanbeingandhisautonomyasadiscerningindividual,weshouldrespect
theirrighttoliveasmuchastheirrighttodie.
Although the right to live is universally recognised internationally and chartered as one of the key rights in the
UniversalDeclarationofHumanRights(UDHR),therighttodieisoftendeemedassacrilegious.Thisdismissalofthe
righttodiedoesnotrespecttheindividual’strueautonomytodecidewhatisbestforhislifeandcastsdoubtsonhis
discretionasanindividual.Indeed,ifwetrulyrespectaperson’srighttolive,weshouldnotbepractisingadouble
standardofmoralityindenyinghisrighttoendhislifeindignity.Individualswhoaresufferingfromchronicand
terminaldiseasesareveryoftennotonlysufferingphysically,butarealsodeprivedoftheirdignityastheyareforced
toseethemselvesdeterioratingbeyondtheircontrol.

2. Righttodieshouldbemadelegalorelsetherewillbesocialills.
Ifone’srighttodieisnotaccordedwithequalrespectasone’srighttolive,peoplewhohavebeenphysicallyand
psychologicallysufferingwouldbeforcedtotakeillegalmeanstoendtheirlivesinaviolentandantiͲsocialmanner.
TotheselongͲsufferingindividuals,theyareplaguednotonlybytheirphysicalandmentalillnesses,butalsobythe
stigmaplacedonthembysocietyforentertainingsuch“immoralthoughts”ofendingtheirlives.Thisaddstotheir
miseryandshamewhichmayeventuallypushedthemtocommitsuicideasaresultofsocialisolation.Weseethisas
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3. Therighttodieshouldnotbedisdainedasdeathispartoflife.
Giventhatdeathispartoflife,therighttodiemustcometogetherwithone’srighttolive.Theprocessofdyingis
partoflife,andinvariablyitisthisphaseof‘living’thatismostuncertainandpainful.Iftherighttolifemeansthe
righttominimisepainandmaximisepositiveexperiencesinone’slife,thensurelythepainfulprocessofdyingfor
those with terminal illnesses or for those who have no further meaning to continue their existence, should be
managedorevenexpeditedundertheindividual’swishandcontrol.Deathinsuchcases,isthereforenotabadthing
fortheseindividuals,butmayironicallybethesweetestpartintheirlives.
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Therighttodieshouldnotberespectedasmuchastherighttolive
1. ArgumentsontherighttodieissophistrythatmasqueradesaselfͲcentredattitudetowardslifewhich
shouldnotbeencouragedandendorsed.
Regardlessofalltheargumentsthatsupporttherighttodie,theunderlyingagendaisselfͲcentredandselfͲserving
aspeoplewhowishtoendtheirlivesontheirowntermsandconditionsdonotspareathoughtforthosearound
them.Whileitseemsdefensibleforpeoplewhoaresufferingfromchronicillnessestoclaimtheirrighttodie,these
peoplefailtounderstandorperhapsacceptthatlifeisnotfreefrompainandsuffering.Theytendtobelievethatthe
worldrevolvesaroundthemandthattheyaloneshoulddecideonwhentheyshouldendtheirlives,withoutreflecting
ontheeffectsofsuchaselfͲservingactiononthepeoplearoundthem(especiallytheirlovedones).Moreover,ifthe
righttodieisrespectedandlegalised,themessageconveyedtothesocietyonthewholeisdetrimentalespecially
fortheyoungandimpressionablewhomaybelievethatdeathisaneasywayoutofdifficultiesinlifewheretheydo
notneedtoaccounttotheirfamilyandlovedones.

2. Therighttodiecouldbeabusedbymedicalprofessionalsandevenfamilymembers.
Respectingtherighttodiethroughlegalisedeuthanasiamayendupasacosteffectivewaytomanagetheterminally
ill.InMarch2013,aReutersreportshockedtheworldwhenitdisclosedthatDr.VirginiaSoaresdeSouzafromBrazil
was charged with 7 counts of murder and may have killed 300 patients in order to, reportedly, “freeͲup” beds.
Separately,threestudiesfromtheFlandersregionofBelgiumalsofoundthat32%ofalleuthanasiadeathsweredone
withoutexplicitrequest;47%ofalleuthanasiadeathswerenotreportedaseuthanasia;nursesareeuthanizingtheir
patients,eventhoughtheBelgiumlawlimitstheactofeuthanasiatodoctors.Therehavealsobeencasesreported
where patients who were so ill that they were not lucid enough to contest the family members’ request for
euthanasia,wherethelatterwereultimatelymoreinterestedininheritingthefortuneofthedeceased.Hence,the
righttodieshouldnotbelegallyandsociallyrecognisedandrespectedgiventhepropensityforpeopletoabuseit.

3. Respectingtherighttodieisawayofacceptingthenotionthatsomelives(ie.thosewhoarestrickenby
illnesses)areworthlessthanothers.
Sufferingispartofhumanlifeandcouldbeavirtueinitself.Hence,ifweweretoexpedientlyremoveallsufferings
fromourlivessinceitisoursoͲcalled‘righttodie’,wewouldalsoberemovingthisvirtuefromourlives.Peoplewho
insistontheirrighttodiewouldthereforenotonlyerodethisvirtueofperseverancefromsociety,butwouldalso
labelallwhoarestrickenbyillnessestobelesserthanthenormalpeople,stereotypingthemtobeutterlyuselessto
society.Inreality,peoplewhoareplaguedbychronicillnessescouldinfactbeasourceofinspirationforothers
where instead of succumbing to pessimistic thoughts, they would fight to savour every second of their lives. Dr.
RichardTeoKengSiang,amillionairecosmeticsurgeoninSingaporewhowasdiagnosedwithstagefourlungcancer
in2011,chosetobeasourceofinspirationandencouragementtocancerpatientsthroughhispersonaltestimonyin
hisChristianfaith.Likewise,CanadianhumanitarianTerryFoxdidnotusehiscancerasanexcusetoendhislife,but
y
chosetousehislifestorytostartaseriesofsocialactivismtohelpcancerpatients.
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Alain de Botton writes about why you will marry the wrong person.
1

It is one of the things we are most afraid might happen to us. We go to great lengths to avoid it. 1
And yet we do it all the same: We marry the wrong person. Partly, it is because we have a
bewildering array of problems that emerge when we try to get close to others. We seem normal
only to those who do not know us very well. In a wiser, more self-aware society than our own, a
standard question on any early dinner date would be: “And how are you crazy?”
5

2

Perhaps we have a latent tendency to get furious when someone disagrees with us or can relax
only when we are working; perhaps we are anxious in getting closer to a person or clam up in
response to humiliation. Nobody’s perfect. The problem is that before marriage, we rarely delve
into our complexities. Whenever casual relationships threaten to reveal our flaws, we blame our
partners and call it a day. As for our friends, they do not care enough to tell us what is exactly 10
wrong with our relationships. One of the privileges of being on our own is therefore the sincere
impression that we are really quite easy to live with.

3

Our partners are no more self-aware. Naturally, we make a stab at trying to understand them. We
visit their families. We look at their photos, we meet their college friends. All this contributes to a
sense that we have done our homework. We have not. Marriage ends up as a hopeful, generous, 15
infinitely kind gamble taken by two people who do not know yet who they are or who the other
might be, binding themselves to a future they cannot conceive of and have carefully avoided
investigating.

4

For most of recorded history, people married for logical sorts of reasons: because her parcel of
land adjoined yours, his family had a flourishing business, her father was the magistrate in town, 20
there was a castle to keep up, or both sets of parents subscribed to the same interpretation of a
holy text. And from such reasonable marriages, there flowed loneliness, infidelity, abuse, hardness
of heart and screams heard through the nursery doors. The marriage of reason was not, in
hindsight, reasonable at all; it was often expedient, narrow-minded, snobbish and exploitative.
That is why what has replaced it — the marriage of feeling — has largely been spared the need 25
to account for itself.

5

What matters in the marriage of feeling is that two people are drawn to each other by an
overwhelming instinct and know in their hearts that it is right. After all, romantic love is a powerful
force. Romantic love is increasingly viewed as an essential component of a marriage, with 91
percent of women and 86 percent of American men reporting that they would not marry somebody 30
who had every quality they wanted in a partner but with whom they did not love enough. Indeed,
the more imprudent a marriage appears (perhaps it has been only six months since they met; one
of them has no job or both are barely out of their teens), the safer it can feel. In this case, this
reckless action of tying the knot is seen as a counterweight to right all the errors of reason. It is an
instinctive response to the traumatic experiences of marriage based on reason.
35

6

But this pursuit of happiness in marriage that is based on romantic feelings is not that simple.
What we really seek is familiarity — which may well complicate any plans we might have had for
happiness. We are looking to recreate, within our adult relationships, the feelings we knew so well
in childhood. The love most of us will have tasted early on was often confused with other, more
destructive dynamics: feelings of wanting to help an adult who was out of control, of being deprived 40
of a parent’s warmth or scared of his anger, of not feeling secure enough to communicate our
wishes. How logical, then, that we should as grown-ups find ourselves rejecting certain candidates
a home
tutor?
Visit smiletutor.sg
for marriage not because they are wrong but because theyNeed
are too
right —
too balanced,
mature,

3
understanding and reliable — given that in our hearts, such rightness feels foreign. We marry the
45
wrong people because we do not associate being loved with feeling happy.
7

Additionally in our pursuit of marriage, we make mistakes, too, because we are so lonely. No one
can be in an optimal frame of mind to choose a partner when remaining single feels unbearable.
We have to be wholly at peace with the prospect of many years of solitude in order to be
appropriately picky; otherwise, we would only be marrying someone for the sake of not being
alone.
50

8

Finally, we marry to make a nice feeling permanent. We imagine that marriage will help us to bottle
the joy we felt when the thought of proposing first came to us: Perhaps we were in Venice, on the
lagoon, in a motorboat, with the evening sun throwing glitter across the sea, chatting about aspects
of our souls no one ever seemed to have grasped before, with the prospect of dinner in a risotto
place a little later. We married to make such sensations permanent but failed to see that there was 55
no solid connection between these feelings and the institution of marriage. Indeed, marriage tends
decisively to move us onto another, very different and more administrative plane, which perhaps
unfolds in a suburban house, with a long commute and maddening children who kill the passion
from which they emerged. The only ingredient in common is the partner. And that might have been
the wrong ingredient to bottle.
60

9

The good news is that it does not matter if we find we have married the wrong person. We must
not abandon him or her. The notion of a perfect being who exists to meet all our needs and satisfy
our every yearning is but only a Romantic idea. We need to swap the Romantic view for a tragic
(and at points comedic) awareness that every human will frustrate, anger, annoy, madden and
disappoint us — and we will (without any malice) do the same to them. There can be no end to 65
our sense of emptiness and incompleteness. But none of this is unusual or grounds for divorce.
Choosing whom to commit ourselves to is merely a case of identifying which particular variety of
suffering we would most like to sacrifice ourselves for.

10

This philosophy of pessimism offers a solution to a lot of distress and agitation around marriage.
It might sound odd, but pessimism relieves the excessive imaginative pressure that our romantic 70
culture places upon marriage. The failure of one particular partner to save us from our grief and
melancholy is not an argument against that person and no sign that a union deserves to fail or be
upgraded. The person who is best suited to us is not the person who shares our every taste (he
or she doesn’t exist), but the person who can negotiate differences in taste intelligently — the
person who is good at disagreement. Rather than some notional idea of perfect complementarity, 75
it is the capacity to tolerate differences with generosity that is the true marker of the “not overly
wrong” person. Compatibility is an achievement of love; it must not be its precondition.

11

Romanticism has been unhelpful to us; it is a harsh philosophy. It has made a lot of what we go
through in marriage seem exceptional and appalling. We end up lonely and convinced that our
union, with its imperfections, is not “normal.” We should learn to accommodate ourselves to 80
“wrongness,” striving always to adopt a more forgiving, humorous and kindly perspective on its
multiple examples in ourselves and in our partners.
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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up to
fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
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Examiner's
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Note: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and you
select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to
express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases from the passage.

1.

Why does the author use a colon in line 2?
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

2.

“In a wiser, more self-aware society than our own” (line 4). What is the author implying
about society today?
……………………………………………………………….……………………………………
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

3.

What does the author mean when he says we “clam up in response to humiliation” in
line 8? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..……......……………………[2]

4.

In paragraph 2, what does the author imply about how one should handle relationships
before marriage? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..……......……………………[3]

5.

What is the author implying about people’s attempt to understand their partners by his
use of the phrase “we have not” in line 15?
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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6.

Why does the author refer to marriage as a ‘gamble’ (line 16)? Use your own words as
far as possible.
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Use

…………………………………….………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………….………
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[3]
7.

Using material from paragraphs 4 and 5, summarise what the author has to say about
the reasons why people get married, why these reasons are poor ones, and why
romantic love has replaced them.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
People get married ………....……………………………………………………………………
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
...…………………………………………………………………………...……………..………[8]
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8.

From paragraph 6, identify two negative feelings in childhood that affects the ability to
choose the right partner? Use your own words as far as possible.
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……………………………………………………………………………………………….……
……………………………………….……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[2]
9.

What does the author mean by ‘And that might have been the wrong ingredient to bottle’
(lines 59-60)?
………………………………………………………………………………….…………………
…………………………………………………………………..……......……………………[1]

10.

Explain what the author means by compatibility “is an achievement of love; it must not
be its precondition” (line 77).
……………………………………………………………………………………………….……
……………………………….……………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..……......……………………[2]

11.

In this article, Alain de Botton raises issues about marriage. How far do you agree with
his observations, relating your arguments to you and your society?
………………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
..………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…
……………………………………………………………………………………...…………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
……………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………...………………………..
..………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….…
……………………………………………………………………………………...…………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
……………………………………………………………………….…………………………………
…………………………………………………………………….……………………………………
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SAJC Prelim 2017 Paper 2
Questions and Answers (Updated 21 September, 2017)
1. Why does the author use a colon in line 2? [1]
Lifted
It is one of the things we are most afraid
might happen to us. We go to great
lengths to avoid it. And yet we do it all the
same: We marry the wrong person. (lines
1 – 2)

Inferred
A1 (function of colon to reveal the main claim): To lead to his
conclusion/ main claim/ issue
OR
A2 (function of colon to connect the first part to the second part
of the sentence): to explain/ highlight/ elaborate/ emphasise the
first part of the sentence ‘it’/ reveal the action he is describing
before the colon
B (context): that we marry the wrong person.

2. “In a wiser, more self-aware society than our own” (line 4). What is the author implying about society today?
[2]
Lifted
In a wiser, more self-aware society than
our own, a standard question on any
early dinner date would be: “And how are
you crazy?” (lines 4 – 5)

Inferred
A (wiser): undiscerning/ naïve/ unenlightened/ immature/ not streetsmart/ ignorant/ shallow/ does not think deeply/ less prudent [1]
B (self-aware): we do not know ourselves/ less conscious of
themselves/ deluded/ oblivious to self/ not understanding
themselves [1]

3. What does the author mean when he says we “clam up in response to humiliation” in line 8? Use your own
words as far as possible. [2]
Lifted
Perhaps we have a latent tendency to get furious
when someone disagrees with us or can relax
only when we are working; perhaps we are
anxious in getting closer to a person or clam up
in response to humiliation. (lines 6 – 8)

Inferred
A (clam up): Withdraw/ isolate ourselves/ close ourselves
off/ retreat/ distance ourselves from others/ shying away/
hiding away/ retract [1]
B (humiliation): when we are embarrassed/ disgraced/
shamed [1]

4. In paragraph 2, what does
oess the
the
e author
aut
utho
hor
ho
or imply
impl
ply
pl
y about
abou
ab
abou
ut how
how one
one should
shou
sh
shou
uld handle
han
andl
dle
e relationships
r la
re
before marriage?
s fa
ar as p
o si
os
sibl
ble.
e. [[3]
3]
Use your own words as
far
possible.
Lifted
The problem is that before marriage, we
rarely delve into our complexities.
Whenever casual relationships threaten
to reveal our flaws, we blame our
partners and call it a day. (lines 8 – 10)

Paraphra
Paraphrased
rased
a
A (delve into our complexities): be introspective/ reflective/ look into
ourselves/ analyse our own faults/ explore our personalities [1]
B (blame our partners): not accuse our partners/ shoulder part of
the responsibility/ accept, admit or embrace our flaws [1]
C (call it a day): work hard on the relationship/ persist/ not give up
on improving the relationship. [1]
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5. What is the author implying about people’s attempt to understand their partners by his use of the phrase
“we have not” in line 15? [1]
Lifted
Naturally, we make a stab at trying to understand
them. We visit their families. We look at their photos,
we meet their college friends. All this contributes to a
sense that we have done our homework. We have not.
(lines 13 – 15)

Inferred
People are overly optimistic/ half-hearted attempts/
not trying hard enough/ shallow/ perfunctory/
superficial/ attempts are futile/ meaningless/
unsuccessful/ ineffective/ insufficient

6. Why does the author refer to marriage as a ‘gamble’ (line 16)? Use your own words as far as possible.
[3]
Lifted
Marriage ends up as a hopeful,
generous, infinitely kind gamble taken
by two people who do not know yet
who they are or who the other might
be, binding themselves to a future
they cannot conceive of and have
carefully avoided investigating.
(lines 15 – 18)

Paraphrased
A (don’t know yet who they are):
understanding of themselves

People lack self-awareness /

B (who the other might be): insufficient knowledge of the other party
C (binding themselves to a future they cannot conceive of): cannot
predict/ do not know how it will unfold what we will be getting ourselves
into/ hoping that the future is beautiful/ don’t know what to expect
D (have carefully avoided investigating): have not done enough
research / groundwork / jumped hastily into marriage/ have not thought
through/ deliberately refused to find out/ has not been considered/
meticulously choose not to find out more.

7. Using material from paragraphs 4 and 5, summarise what the author has to say about the reasons why
people get married, why these reasons are poor ones, and why romantic love has replaced these reasons.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below.
Use your own words as far as possible.
People get married…

The reasons why people get married
arried
Lift
Paraphrased
raph
phra
ph
ra
ras
ased
Main Idea
for logical sorts of Forr sensible
1.
se
ens
nsible
nsib
ib / ra
ib
rational
ati
tion
on
nal / pr
prac
practical
accti
a
t ca
cal / pragmatic
prrag
p
gma
mati
mati
t c reasons
r as
re
ason
ns
Sensible
reasons
or
such
reasonable
marriages
Note. For points 2 – 6, students cannot merely paraphrase literally e.g. property in close proximity
2.

her parcel of
adjoined yours,

land

3.

his family had a
flourishing business

(inferred) Such as expanding the property owned

Acquisition of land

(inferred) economic/ financial gain / expand the family business/
material riches/ wealth/ financially stable partner/ increase assets

Expand
their
business empire
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4.

her father was the
magistrate in town,

(inferred) Building political connections / political clout/ reputation/
influential and powerful family/ to gain power/ for social status/
prestige/ authority/ social standing

Political
connections

5.

there was a castle to
keep up,

(inferred) for sharing living expenses/ to do the household chores/
share the labours of the household/ run the household

Keeping up the
castle
(either
money or labour)

or both sets of parents (inferred) religious beliefs/ same faith
subscribed to the same
interpretation of a holy
text
Why these reasons are poor ones
loneliness
7.
Relationships that were solitude/ seclusion/ alienation/ emptiness/
isolation

Religious reasons

6.

Solitude

8.

infidelity

Unfaithful/ cheating/ adultery/ betrayal/ affairs

Unfaithful

9.

Abuse

Mistreatment/ physical and mental damages/ bullied/ violence/
torture/ physical assault

Mistreated

10. hardness of heart

and indifferent / apathy/ loss of emotional connections/ coldheartedness/ insensitivity/ lack of affection/ loss of feelings/ no
love

Indifferent

11. screams heard through
the nursery doors

(inferred) Children are neglected/ left alone/ unwanted/ unhappy/
abused/ inability to deal with parenthood

Children are
neglected/ not
raised well

OR
The couple is stressed by having to care for their children/
frustrated at children

Target group
must be specified

12. expedient

Such marriages were hastily/ conveniently arranged/ too rushed

Speed

13. narrow-minded

for shallow reasons/ superficial/ selfish reasons/ bigoted/ shortsighted/ prejudiced/ closed-minded/ insular/ simplistic/ myopic/ illinformed

Shallow
/superficial
reasons

14. snobbish

And also about social class compatibility/ elitist/ look down on
others
hers
rs
s

Social
class
compatibility
/
status

15. exploitative

based
sed
d on un
u
unfa
unfair
nfa
air / uneq
unequal
equa
eq
uall te
ua
terms
erm
ms be
bet
between
twee
en th
the
e pa
partners/
art
rtne
ners
rs// do
done only
for benefits/
be
enefi
nefi
ne
fits
s/ taking
t ki
ta
king
ng a
ng
advantage/
dvvan
dvan
nta
tage
ge
g
e/ ma
m
making
aki
king use
ki
se o
off th
the
e sp
sspouse/
ouse/
manipulative/
anipu
pula
pu
ati
tive
e/ ul
u
ulterior
lte
terior
orr mot
motives
o iv
ot
ives
ess

Why romantic love has replaced the marriage of reason…
16. drawn to each other by It creates a strong/ influential/ inexplicable/ overpowering/
an
overwhelming passionate emotional longing/ attraction/ connection
instinct

Strong emotional
longing

Or
powerful force

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

17. and know in their
hearts that it is right

Seems natural/ makes our heart feel good/ follow their heart/
intrinsic understanding/ believes in their choice

Know
hearts

in

their

18. essential component

Romantic love is a key/ main ingredient/ irreplaceable/ necessary/
important/ has to be present

Key

19. Indeed,
the
more
imprudent a marriage
appears (perhaps it’s
been only six months
since they met; one of
them has no job or both
are barely out of their
teens), the safer it can
feel.
20. reckless action of tying
the knot is seen as a
counterweight
to
right all the errors of
reason

a (negative connotation must be clear): In fact, the more ill-judged
/ inappropriate/ ill-considered/ unfavourable/ ill-advised,
dangerous

The more love is
inappropriate, the
more they think
they’re doing the
right thing

This balances/ remedies/ outweighs/ counteracts/ corrects the
wrongs/ mistakes/ eliminates the other illogical reasons/
compensation

To put right the
mistakes

21. It is an instinctive
response
to
the
traumatic experiences
of marriage based on
reason.

It is a subconscious/ natural/ knee-jerk/ inherent/ intrinsic/
automatic/ spontaneous/ intuitive reaction to the marriage of
practicality.

Subconscious
reaction

b: the more secure/ comforting/ appropriate/ right, it can feel.

8. From paragraph 6, identify two negative feelings in childhood that affects the ability to choose the right
partner? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
Lifted
The love most of us will have tasted
early on was often confused with
other, more destructive dynamics:
feelings of wanting to help an adult
who was out of control, of being
deprived of a parent’s warmth or
scared of his anger, of not feeling
secure enough to communicate our
wishes.

Paraphrased
A (Feelings of wanting to help an adult who was out of control):
powerlessness/ hopelessness/ helplessness
B (being deprived of a parent’s warmth): unloved/ rejected/
neglected/
C (scared of his anger): fear
D (not feeling secure enough to communicate our wishes): insecure,
vulnerable, unsure

9. What does the author mean
ea
an by
b ‘‘And
An
A
nd that
that might
mig
ght
ht have
have
e been
been the w
be
wrong
rong
ro
ng iingredient
ngre
ng
redi
dien to bottle’ (lines 59-60)? [1]
Lifted
We married to make such
h sensations permanent but failed to see
that there was no solid connection between these feelings and the
institution of marriage. Indeed, marriage tends decisively to move us
onto another, very different and more administrative plane, which
perhaps unfolds in a suburban house, with a long commute and
maddening children who kill the passion from which they emerged.
The only ingredient in common is the partner. And that might have
been the wrong ingredient to bottle. (lines 55 – 60)

In
Inferred
We may have married the wrong
person/ marrying the person was the
wrong move. [1]
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10. Explain what the author means by compatibility “is an achievement of love; it must not be its precondition”
(line 77). [2]
Lifted
Rather than some notional idea of
perfect complementarity, it is the
capacity to tolerate differences with
generosity that is the true marker of
the “not overly wrong” person.
Compatibility is an achievement of
love; it must not be its precondition.
(lines 75 – 77)

Inferred
A (achievement of love): It is something we work towards/ the ability to
accommodate one another/ making compromises and concessions/ it
is the result of love and affection. [1]
B (not its precondition): It should not be the basis/ expected of in a
relationship/ not something we start with/ pre-requite [1]

11. Alain de Botton raises issues about marriage. How far do you agree with his observations, relating your
arguments to you and your society?
Para
2&3
EX

EV

Para
4&5

Point
We rarely delve into each other’s complexities in relationships.
Marriage is a gamble.
De Botton argues that we fail to explore the deeper nuances of one another’s character before we choose
to tie the knot. In fact, we do not even acknowledge our own imperfections. We simply get to know each
other on a superficial level, which is nowhere near as intimate as the rigours of a matrimonial relationship
demand, and then thrust ourselves into this new relationship, hoping for the best.
De Botton’s observation is indeed an apt description of the state of courtship and marriage in Singapore
society today. Young Singaporeans rarely have the time to look for a potential life partner in country that
is seemingly addicted to being busy. It is a well-known fact that Singapore tops the world in average
working hours. This inevitably means that young couples here are devoting less time to the imprecise art
of finding a suitable spouse. The rise of dating apps that, with a few casual swipes, match strangers
based on a summary list of interests and an assortment of photoshopped selfies is testament to the state
of modern dating in Singapore. To compound matters even further, marriage is a prerequisite for
purchasing public housing in Singapore. These social realities often mean that young people are
pressured into finding a spouse before they hit the government stipulated “expiry date”- beyond which
they no longer qualify for housing subsidies in a country infamous for its high cost of living.!
Point
In the past there was a logical reason for people to get married, but these were poor reasons to
actually get married.
The romantic idea behind getting married is unwise, because it is not based on reason.

Ex

People in the past used to get married for material gains, power and on religious grounds. The author
easons for getting married are flawed – he considers them
th
narrow-minded, conceited
thinks that these reasons
ativve. He p
uts fo
fforward
orw
rw rd the
rwar
rw
tth
he ar
a
rgume
ment that ‘the
‘tthe marriage
mar
arri
riag
age of reason’ should be replaced
and even manipulative.
puts
argument
eel
eling
elin
in
ng’ w
hich
hh
as lar
arge
ar
rge
gely
lyy b
een spared
sparred
ed tthe
he n
he
eed
ee
d to acc
by ‘the marriage of fe
feeling’
which
has
largely
been
need
account for itself i.e. romantic
ne
eed an
an explanation.
exxpllanattio
on.
relationships don’t need
base
ba
ed on
n feelings
fee
e ling
ee
gs may
may also
also
o not
no
ott be ideal.
idea
id
eal.
Yet marriage simplyy based

Ev

Agree
In modern societies however, couples do go for the ‘marriage of feeling’ i.e. to be romantically involved
prior to getting married. Couples would like to get to know each other better before finally tying the knot.
Many would also consider this as less of a gamble as they will know each other’s idiosyncrasies better.
Expressing feelings in a relationship is very important. Feelings and indeed communication - are at the
heart of every marriage. We get married because we love and have strong positive feelings towards
someone and we chose to spend our lives and have children with him or her. Such images of marriage
bliss are popularised by the mass media. Couples will not feel that they have been ‘trapped’ by families
or relatives to get hitched for ‘logical reasons’ that the author has denounced i.e. material gains, power
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and on religious grounds. Furthermore, statistically speaking there are more love marriages as
compared to arranged marriages in Singapore. Many feel that being romantically involved with a partner
before marriage, accounts for a stronger marriage afterwards.
Disagree
It is hard to deny that people in the past used to get married for all the logical reasons the author has
said – material gains, power and on religious grounds. These were probably the main reasons why
people got married in the first place. The dowry system, still practised by some Indians in Singapore, for
example refers to the durable goods, cash and real or movable property that the bride’s family gives to
the bridegroom, his parents, or his relatives as a condition of the marriage. Amongst the Chinese here,
it is the reverse – the bridegroom’s family sends wealth over to the bride’s family to reserve the marriage.
Though the dowry may not be the main focus in planning for marriage, it is undeniable that families do
want their children to marry well and that their respective in-laws be financially stable.
Para
6
EX

Point
We marry the wrong person because we do not associate being loved with being happy.
The author is saying that we marry the wrong person because when we were young we were confused
by the kind of love we received. The people whom we expected love from, were the closest people to us,
but we did not receive love because of their own insecurities, personality disorders, anger, frustration
and other negative feeling they were filled with. Our idea of love was then not the right kind- the warm
positive feeling. We are unfamiliar with this kind of love and will not marry those who give it. We end up
marrying those who cannot give us love, similar to those people in our childhood, whose love we yearned
for and never got. That is why we marry the wrong person.

EV
We in Singapore may be facing the same problem too. Although there is no evidence to show that we
marry the wrong person for the reason cited by the author, the divorce rate is high and is going up. One
in 4 marriages ends in divorce and the common reason given is the irreconcilable differences between
husband and wife. The age groups vary from those who were married for a few years to those who were
married for decades. This is across all income groups too. What can be deduced from the divorce rate
alone, is that they may have married the wrong person. These people may have married for the wrong
reason as cited by the author. Due to the high standards of living and people having to work very hard
all their lives, the family lives of many are not very stable and there are relationship problems, anger and
frustration. So the children in such families do not get the love. Instead they get a lot of abuse and that
may be seen as the norm. Increasingly, there are many institutions that provide after-school services to
child whose parents are working, like the Student Care Centres. This shows that many parents are absent
most of the time. Coupled with financial problems, family life cannot be good. As a result, these children
grow with confused ideas of life and possibly marry the wrong person. This may account for the
increasing number of marital problems and increasing number of divorces in Singapore.
Para
7
EX

Point
We only marry because we do not want to be alone.
The author is saying that we make mistakes and marry the wrong person because we are lonely. When
one is lonely, one is in a miserable state of mind and naturally would want to get out of it. So when the
opportunity arises to end the misery and loneliness, we quickly jump into a marriage. That’s how we
erson too.
marry the wrong person

EV
Singapore is by and
d la
large
arg
rge
ge still a tr
traditional
rad
dititiona
na
al society.
s ciety.
so
ci
Traditional
Tra
adi
diti
t on
nal vvalues
alue
al
es a
and
nd thinking driven by culture and
socie
ety
ty.. Many
Ma
any parents
par
aren
ar
en
ents
nts still
stillll adhere
adh
dhe
here to
to such
succh th
hin
inki
king
ng. H
religion govern thiss society.
thinking.
However, as much as we have
ica
allllyy, w
e are
a e still
ar
stil
st
ti l a traditional
t ad
tr
adit
d tion
o al
a society.
so
oc
ciety. Many
Many in
in Singapore
Sing
Si
ngap
advanced economically,
we
still think that they should
eacch a certain
cert
ce
rtai
rt
tai
a n age.
ag
ge.
e. They
The
h y would
w ul
wo
u d not
not want
want to
o stay
stay unma
marry when they reach
unmarried past a certain age. There
ial embarrassment when they
they reach a certain
i age and a
is some kind of social
are not married. During festivals
like Chinese New Year, relatives will pester and ask embarrassing questions like when one is going to
get married or if one has a boyfriend. This is especially so with single women because the older people
think they have a ‘sell by’ date and would not be able to marry after a certain age. There is pressure on
the males also if they are the only child, but less so otherwise. Parents also resort to match making
formally or informally. We also have government agencies that helps people get together for the purpose
of finding the spouse. This was set up in the 80’s by the then Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan Yew when he
found out that many graduate women were not getting married. There are also many match making
agencies in Singapore. Speed dating and other activities are common in Singapore, all with the same
purpose. There are also agencies that would match make males with foreign brides, for the males in

6
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certain social brackets cannot attract suitable brides. All these increase the pressure on the Singaporean
singles to get married. This itself adds to the misery of the singles. Of course there is an increasing
number of singles who do not care to get married and are oblivious or choose to ignore the pressure.
Para
8
EX

Point
We marry to make a nice feeling permanent, but this is a naïve expectation.
The author is putting forth the argument that we want to keep forever the nice feeling people have during
courtship and therefore these people go on to make the arrangement permanent, by marrying the person
who provided that feeling. But he goes on to say that there is little connection between the wonderful
feelings people had during courtship and the feelings during marriage. The wonderful feeling actually
disappears. The situation is not the same and therefore there are no grounds to re-create those nice
feeling experienced during courtship. This is one main reason people get married trying to keep those
feelings permanent.

EV

Para
9&
10
EX

After marriage, there are other practical aspects of life one has to deal with. These include finding
proper housing, making decisions to raise children and actually going through the different and difficult
processes of raising children. This is very true in Singapore. The main cause of divorce and marital
problems in Singapore is incompatibility due to difference of opinion. In Singapore alone, the divorce
rate has become alarming. In 2007, it was only 2.02 per 1,000 married couples but in 2009, it has
become 7.7 per 1,000 married couples per record of the Department of Statistics. Many married
couples quarrel about money and finances. Marriage partners come from different families and
adapting to a new family can become stressful as they join their families together. In-laws might also
interfere or meddle into the affairs or decisions of the couple such as where to live, how to raise kids,
and all other things.
Point
It does not really matter if we marry the wrong person.
Compatibility is an achievement of love, not its precondition.
Very often we hear the term ‘similarity attracts’ and compatibility is touted as one of the key reasons why
people fall in love with each other and marry. However, compatibility actually does little to predict a longlasting and gratifying marriage. It is a quality that is honed and cultivated because of a couple’s
willingness to cooperate and communicate positively with each other.

EV
Young Singaporeans are saddled with a million notions of romantic, never-ending love after watching
countless drama serials and romantic comedies, and yet there are fewer marriages and more divorces
today as compared to the past. It could be argued that this is because of the idealistic and unattainable
idea of a ‘perfect couple’ and ‘perfect life’ that is portrayed in the social media-soaked world that today’s
young adults are living in. The popular hashtag #couplegoals shows couples gazing lovingly into each
other’s eyes, embracing each other in front of the sunset and other equally cheesy movie-worthy image
that does not depict real relationships at all. Thus young people today view relationships through these
rose-tinted glasses and once things go awry in a relationship, they think they have married the “wrong”
person and cite ‘irreconcilable differences’ as a reason for divorce.
Compare this with the arranged marriages of the past, where marriages were seen to be pragmatic and
arnt to live together and were committed to each other,
o
where a couple learnt
flaws and imperfections
included.
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2

Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.

For
Examiner’s

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you
must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only
copy words and phrases from the passage.

1

In the first paragraph, what reasons does the author offer for why clothing is important
throughout human history? Use your own words as far as possible.
…..…………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……..………………..…………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

2

In paragraph 2, what differences does the author see between the clothes of early human
societies and societies today? Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………………………………….……….………………
…………………………………………………………………………….……….………………
…………………………………………………………………………….……….………………
……..………………..………………………………………………………………………….[2]

3

What is the author hinting at by her use of the words “it was assumed” (lines 25 – 26)?
Use your own words as far as possible.
…….………………………………………………………………………………………….……
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]
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Use

3

4

In paragraph 4, what reasons does the author suggest for “standards of dress” being “a
form of soft power” (line 29)? Use your own words as far as possible.

For
Examiner’s
Use

…….………………………………………………………………………………………….…….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]
5

Explain the irony in the author’s description of soft power in paragraph 4.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………….........
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

6

In paragraph 5, explain how the poster of Rosie the Riveter overturned characteristics
traditionally associated with women. Use your own words as far as possible.
….………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………..……[2]

7 How does the slogan on the poster support the author’s argument in paragraph 5? Use
your own words as far as possible.
….………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[1]
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8

Using material from paragraphs 6 – 8 only (lines 47 – 81), summarise what the author
has to say about changes in society and how they impact people’s perception of clothing.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Changes in society have influenced people’s perception of clothing by.………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………..……………………………………………………………………………
………………………..……………………………………………………………………………
………………………..……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………[8]
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9

In paragraph 7, how does the author illustrate her idea that “collecting and wearing haute
couture is the ultimate status symbol” (lines 60 – 61)? Use your own words as far as
possible.

For
Examiner’s

….………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[3]
10 Which aspect of the author’s argument in the first paragraph is reinforced by the last
sentence in the passage? Use your own words as far as possible.
….………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..[1]
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11 Nicole Smith thinks that clothing is an important way of communicating information about
ourselves to others. How far would you agree with her observations, relating your
arguments to your own society?

For
Examiner’s

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………….……………………………….…
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………......……………………..……….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………….…….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………….…………………………..…..
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………..……
………………………………………………………………………………………..……………
…………………………………………….…………………………………………………….....
……………………………………………….…………………………….………………..……..
……………………………………………….…………………………………………….…..…..
………………………………………………..………………………………………………...….
………………………………………………………………………….………………..………...
…………………….…………………………………………………………………………[10]
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1

Say the word “communication" and ask for associations. Most people are likely to focus on verbal
expressions as the primary association with the communicative process and function. Our
personal image, however, also communicates volumes about who we are, what we believe, what
we consider important, and how we want others to view us. A woman wearing a hijab, for
instance, is identifying herself as an adherent to particular religious and cultural norms. By 5
negotiating these aspects of our identity by what we wear, we can either bring ourselves closer
to others or distance ourselves from them. Looking back over the course of human history, one
sees how important clothing has been, not only in the process of conveying important information
about ourselves and the groups with which we associate, but also in the process of establishing
10
certain cultural and social norms that provide both shape and structure to society.

2

The clothes of early human societies seem to have been more functional than fashionable,
permitting hunter-gatherers a certain degree of protection from the elements while maintaining
ease of movement. However, the transition from clothing as a purely functional object to one that
also had expressive and communicative capacities was relatively quick. African and Native
American tribes, for instance, have extensive and rich traditions of elaborate clothing, especially 15
for ceremonial purposes. The degree and quality of decoration, as well as the materials used,
signified the wearer’s rank in the social order. Eagle feathers and elaborate headdresses were
reserved for elders and important tribal leaders. Certain pieces of clothing were also reserved
for wear during important ceremonies and rites, and were not part of everyday dress. Such
20
clothing was believed to be imbued with special spiritual and protective powers.

3

Dress codes are often markers of a person’s socio-economic status. In old England, students
donned blue Tudor frock coats with yellow stockings. Blue was the cheapest available dye at the
time, and was used to emphasise the low status of the children. Today, wealthier, more
traditional schools often have dress codes that represent the privileged world they are a part of
or their families aspire to attain. Many lower income schools have uniforms because it was 25
assumed that students who come from low performing schools need uniforms for the students
to take the learning environment seriously. Clothes and appearance have always been symbols
of how an individual belongs within – or is excluded from – his or her community.

4

Standards of dress can also constitute a form of soft power. Western civilization, for example,
set the standards of dress for colonisers and the locals. In cases where colonial rulers regarded 30
indigenous dress as a potential focus of resistance to occupying power, suppression of local
dress was rigidly enforced. For instance, when Korea was a Japanese colony, all markers of
Korean cultural identity, including the use of the spoken and written Korean language and the
wearing of the national Hanbok costume, were ruthlessly suppressed.

5

During World War II, as women began to work outside the home, helping with the war effort by 35
working in factories, clothing became an important way in which identity and gender stereotypes
were negotiated. The poster of Rosie the Riveter, a cultural icon representing American women
during World War II, depicted a woman with a determined look on her face and a confident
display of strength. Although the poster only depicted Rosie from the torso up, it was clear that
she was not garbed in traditional female dress of the time. Instead, she was wearing a functional 40
blue denim work shirt, not adorned with any decorations. She was not wearing earrings or other
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jewellery, and she had a covering on her head, a bandanna, that kept her hair out of her face.
“We can do it!" was the slogan on the poster. The image of Rosie the Riveter was important
because it diffused a whole new idea of women and their dress on a massive scale. Its
widespread dissemination, and its appeal and popularity ensured that women could be 45
advocates for change.
6

The mid-20th century represented a dramatic shift in the way that clothing was both
conceptualised and used. The locus of authority establishing norms of dress also began to shift.
Social norms about dress began to relax somewhat, and there was a trend towards selfdetermination in the form of self-identity and self-representation. The power of institutions to 50
dictate who could wear what and why became diluted. As a result, industries oriented around
clothing became increasingly pervasive and visible in society. Clothing producers began
creating, marketing, and disseminating more types, styles, and varieties of clothing than ever
before, creating an almost endless array of possibilities for the wearer.

7

Just because there was a loosening of social norms about dress did not mean that it lost its
power as a marker of social status. On the contrary, as designers and manufacturers increased
the variety of styles and made them available on the market, clothing became a more powerful
marker of status than it ever was. Innovation created demand, and demand spawned various
sectors within the clothing industry: haute couture and budget clothing, to name just two
segments of the market. For diehard fashionistas and the wealthy, collecting and wearing haute
couture is the ultimate status symbol in the modern world. The made-by-hand clothing cannot be
purchased in stores. Instead, buyers must have insider knowledge and connections to learn what
is for sale. In some cases, they liaise directly with ateliers. The result? A one-of-a-kind piece
created by specially-trained artisans. On the other hand, budget clothing shops are scattered
across cities, with mass produced, low cost wears available for purchase. Moreover, the
acceleration of technologies such as the Internet, digital photography, and online media such as
blogs, YouTube, and the like have all had a significant impact on the spread of new fashion
standards, which are either accepted or rejected by the buying public. These media serve to
stimulate desire, inviting people who consider themselves trendsetters to adopt a product and
bring it to the larger public.

55

60

65

70

8

Today, the clothing industry is a platform to raise awareness of world issues. When global
retailer H&M launched their Conscious collection, they were committed to the ethical production
of sustainable garments. Similarly, there are other brands that support and raise funds for a
variety of issues throughout the world. American clothing retailer Gap was a partner of the
(PRODUCT)RED campaign to help raise awareness and eliminate AIDS in Africa. Gap’s 75
campaign featured celebrities who wore a Gap (PRODUCT)RED item each. Thought-provoking
questions, such as “Can the shirt off your back change the world?” and “Can the next generation
change the world?” accompanied the images. So fashion is really more than meets the eye.
Gone are the days when people just choose to wear something because it looks good. Of course,
that is still very much a part of fashion choices. But these days, clothes and accessories stand 80
for something. Fashion choice today is about making a statement.

9

We see, then, how clothing has evolved from a purely functional personal item to one of great
creative significance, a tool we use to establish, express, and convey multiple aspects of our
identity. Clothing does speak.
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Tampines Junior College
2017 JC2 Preliminary Examination
Suggested Answer Scheme
1. In the first paragraph, what reasons does the author offer for why clothing is important
throughout human history? Use your own words as far as possible. (2 marks)
From the Passage
conveying important information about
ourselves (lines 8-9)
the groups with which we associate (line 9)
establishing certain cultural and social
norms (lines 9-10)
that provide both shape and structure to
society (line 10)
1-2 points – 1 mark
3-4 points – 2 marks

In Your Own Words
projects/imparts/transmit/relays
significant/impactful/powerful/crucial
details/particulars/facts/background
about a person
people we connect/identify
with/relate/affiliated to
clothes set the standard/benchmark/guide
for social behaviour/traditions/customs of a
society
and this gives a framework/system/backbone
for society to function effectively

2. In paragraph 2, what differences does the author see between the clothes of early human
societies and societies today? Use your own words as far as possible. (2 marks)
From the Passage
More functional than fashionable (line 11)

signified the wearer’s rank in the social
order (line 17)

Certain pieces of clothing were also
reserved for wear during important
ceremonies and rites,
not
part
tess, and
an
nd were
were n
we
o par
ot
a t of
ar
of
everyday dress (lines
18-19)
ness 18
8-19)

In Your Own Words
a. Clothes of early human societies were
designed to be practical and useful
whereas today they are for enhancing
one’s appearance
b. Clothes of early human societies was
not a reflection of social standing but
in societies today, clothes are a
reflection of a person’s
position/grade/status/level in society
c. In early human societies, there was no
distinction between the clothes worn
everyy day an
for special occasions
and
d fo
but
today,
but to
bu
toda
day,
y tthere
here are clothes set aside
he
f r particular
fo
partic
pa
icul
ular
ar uses/specific
use
for
purposes

Any 2 points for 2 markss
hor hinting at by her use of the words “it was assumed
3. What is the author
assumed” (lines 25 – 26)? (2
marks)
From the Passage
Many lower income schools have uniforms
because it was assumed that students who
come from low performing schools need

In Your Own Words
Belief/Assumption: The attitude of low
performing students towards learning will
change when they are wearing standard

1
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uniforms for the students to take the
learning environment seriously (lines 25-27)

school uniform and they will take learning
earnestly/purposefully/resolutely
Reality: This is not the case

4. In paragraph 4, what reasons does the author suggest for “standards of dress” being “a form
of soft power” (line 29)? Use your own words as far as possible. (2 marks)
From the Passage
Western civilization, for example, set the
standards of dress for colonisers and the
locals (lines 29-30)
where colonial rulers regarded indigenous
dress as a potential focus of resistance to
occupying power (lines 30-31)
suppression of local dress was rigidly
enforced (lines 31-32)

In Your Own Words
Standards of dress are a form of soft power
because the group in authority/power
determines/decides the rules with regard to
clothing.
Local/native clothes is an expression of noncompliance/refusal to accept authority
Those in power could quell/crush/repress
the opposition by strictly controlling/keeping
in check/curbing the use of local dress.

Any 2 points for 2 marks
5. Explain the irony in the author’s description of soft power in paragraph 4. (2 marks)
From the Passage
Standards of dress can also constitute a
form of soft power. Western civilization, for
example, set the standards of dress for
colonisers and the locals. In cases where
colonial rulers regarded indigenous dress as
a potential focus of resistance to occupying
power, suppression of local dress was
rigidly enforced. For instance, when Korea
was a Japanese colony, all markers of
Korean cultural identity, including the use of
the spoken and written Korean language
and the wearing of the national Hanbok
costume, were ruthlessly suppressed (lines
29-34)

In Your Own Words
Expected: Soft power is the use of persuasion
BUT in this description,
Reality:
coercion/force/intimidation/enforcement is
used instead

6. In paragraph 5, explain
exxpl
plai
a n how
ho
ow the
the poster
post
ster
e of
er
of Rosie
Rosiee the
the Riveter
th
Rive
Ri
veterr overturned
ve
vete
over
ov
ertu
turn
r e characteristics
traditionally associated
with
women.
Use
own
words
possible. (2 marks)
occiat
ated
at
ed w
itth wo
w
ome
men
n. Us
se yo
yourr o
wn
nw
orrds
d as fa
farr as p
From the Passage
determined look on her face and a confident
display of strength (lines 38-39)

Instead, she was wearing a functional blue
denim work shirt, not adorned with any

In Yourr Own
Own Words
Worrds
Wo
In
were
Traditionally, women w
indecisive/meek/passive, irresolute
(inferred), but Rosie has a
firm/gritty/dogged/go-getter demeanour
and exudes assertiveness and power.
Traditionally, women were only meant to
look beautiful, attractive/immaculate
(inferred), but Rosie is wearing
2
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decorations. She was not wearing earrings or
other jewellery (lines 40-42)

practical/handy/serviceable clothes (hair out
of face as well)

7. How does the slogan on the poster support the author’s argument in paragraph 5? Use your
own words as far as possible. (1 mark)
From the Passage
it diffused a whole new idea of women…
and its appeal and popularity ensured that
women could be advocates for change (lines
44-46)

In Your Own Words
It conveyed a novel/different
perception/fresh perspective of women
possessing transformative power/as
revolutionaries/being able to make a
difference

8. Using material from paragraphs 6-8 only (lines 47 - 81), summarise what the author has to
say about changes in society and how they impact people’s perception of clothing.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed
below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Changes in society have influenced people’s perception of clothing by ……………………………………..
From the Passage
A: dramatic shift in the way that
clothing was both conceptualised and
used (lines 47-48)
B: The locus of authority establishing
norms of dress also began to shift (line
48).
C: Social norms about dress began to
relax somewhat (line 49).

In Your Own Words
A: Sudden/striking change in direction in how clothing
was thought of and utilised/employed.

D: there was a trend towards selfdetermination (lines 49-50)

D: People decide for themselves/have greater
autonomy over their clothing preferences

E: in the form of self-identity and selfrepresentation (line 50)

E: because it is a reflection of who they are and how
they would like to be portrayed.

F: The power of institutions
utio
ons to
t d
dictate
ictat
ae
at
d why
wh
hy became
beecaame
who could wear what and
diluted (lines 50-51).

FF: TThe
he ab
he
abilit
ability
ty off o
organisations
rgan
rg
an
nis
i at
atiions
ns tto
od
directly
in
nffllue
u ncce/
e/co
contro
co
ol/
l/de
de
ete
term
min
ine/
e/im
imp
influence/control/determine/impose
the choice of
cclothing
cl
otth
hiingg iiss we
weaken
ned
ed/d
/dim
imin
inished/
weakened/diminished/reduced/lessened.

G: As a result, industries oriented
around clothing became increasingly
pervasive and visible in society (lines
51-52).
H: Clothing producers began creating
(line 53),

G: The fashion industry thus grows/becomes more
widespread/prevalent and
evident/conspicuous/prominent in society.
H: Clothing producers started
generating/producing/making

I: marketing (line 53),

I: selling/promoting

B: There is no longer a central/dominant power to set
the standards of acceptable dressing.
C: There are fewer restrictions on what people should
wear.

3
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J: and disseminating more types,
styles, and varieties of clothing than
ever before (lines 53-54),

J: distributing/circulating/spreading
more kinds/sorts/forms of fashion trends

K: creating an almost endless array of
possibilities for the wearer (line 54).

K: This creates countless/unlimited/multitude/infinite
range of options/choices for the wearer.

L: clothing became a more powerful
marker of status than it ever was (lines
57-58).
M: Innovation created demand (line
58),

L: Clothing has become a stronger/more
influential/more formidable indicator of rank/social
standing/social position/station in life.
M: Changes/revolutions in clothing gave rise to more
needs/wants/requirements/desires on the part of
consumers
N: which in turn created/gave rise to diverse/many
categories/divisions/groups within the clothing
industry.

N: and demand spawned various
sectors within the clothing industry
(lines 58-59)
O: haute couture and budget clothing,
to name just two segments of the
market (lines 59-60).
P: the acceleration of technologies
such as the Internet, digital
photography, and online media such as
blogs, YouTube, and the like have all
had a significant impact on the spread
of new fashion standards (lines 66-68),

O: catering to the rich and fashionable as well as those
looking for affordable/cheaper/inexpensive clothing.

Q: which are either accepted or
rejected by the buying public (line 68).

Q: and these are either embraced/welcomed/adopted
or dismissed/refused/shunned by buyers.

R: These media serve to stimulate
desire (lines 68-69),

R: The media trigger/spark/kindle people’s
longing/yearning for new things

S: inviting people who consider
themselves trendsetters to adopt a
product and bring it to
larger
o the
he lar
he
arge
ar
ger
ge
public (lines 69-70).
T: Today, the clothing industry
ndu
dusttry iss a
platform to raise awareness
ren
nes
esss of w
wo
world
orl
orl
rd
issues (line 71).

S: encouraging fashion influencers to
choose/select/pick out items and show/promote them
people.
to
op
eeo
oplle.

U: Gone are the days when people just
choose to wear something because it
looks good (line 79).

U: People today no longer pick out/select their clothes
only/merely to improve their physical
appearance/beautify themselves/enhance outward
appearance
V: But today, fashion is an assertion/communication of
beliefs/ideals/principles/conviction.

V: these days, clothes and accessories
stand for something. Fashion choice

P: The increase in the rate of technological
advancements has a notable/remarkable/important
effect/influence on the proliferation/development of
novel/current/contemporary fashion
paradigms/ideals/guidelines

T: TToday,
o ay
od
ay,, the
the clothing
clot
othi
ot
thi
hing
ngg iindustry
ndus
ustr
tryy is an
a avenue/stage to
brin
br
in
ng people’s
peop
pe
op
ple
e’s atten
enti
tion
on/i
/in
ncrease
bring
attention/increase
kn
now
owle
ledg
le
dge/
dg
e/consci
e/
ciou
o sn
nes
ess/
s/unders
knowledge/consciousness/understanding/appreciation
of global problems/concerns
problems/concerns.

4
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

11. Nicole Smith thinks that clothing is an important way of communicating information about ourselves to others. How far would you agree with her
observations, relating your arguments to your own society?
Para Passage Ref
2
‘However, the
transition from
clothing as a
purely functional
object to one that
also had
expressive and
communicative
capacities was
relatively quick.’
(lines 13 – 14)

Agree
a) Clothing is a way to express identity, religious affiliations,
sexual orientation and also serves to convey a message or
push for change.
Example:
In 2014, Islamic religious leader Noor Deros launched a
campaign – ‘Wearwhite’ in opposition to Pink Dot. Pink Dot is
an annual event championing the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender (LGBT) community. Wearing white indicates
opposition to homosexuality and liberal ideologies and
supports the promotion of traditional family values. In 2016, a
pastor, Mr Lawrence Khong, pushed for his congregation and
Singaporeans to wear white during the Pink Dot weekend as a
“Pro-family,
y, pro-Government,
p
, pro-Singapore
p
g p
message”.
g
According
cord
rdin
i g to
o Mr
Mr Khong,
K ong,
Kh
g, this
g,
th
his shows
show
owss the
ow
th
he church’s
ch
s stance on
heterosexual
tero
oseexu
xuaal marriage
maarrriagee an
and
nd thee “natural
“natur
“n
u al
ur
a family”,
faamily””, and
an
nd is in
in
keeping
epingg wi
w
with
t thee ssocial
th
occial no
norms
orm
ms off “Si
“Singapore’s
Sing
Si
ngap
ng
pore’s co
conservative
onsser
erva
rva
vati
tive
ve
majority”.
ajorrity”.
b) In Singa
Singapore,
gapo
po
oree, clothes
clot
cl
othe
ot
h s are
he
a e vital
ar
vittaal in
vi
vita
in communicating
com
o mu
uni
n ca
c ti
ting
ngg our racial
raccia
iall
identity
entiity aand
n w
nd
who
ho w
wee ar
are
re ass a nation.
nattion
io
on.
Examples:
1) Singaporeans typically don red and white colours on
National Day (and the days leading up to it) as they are
the colours of our national flag. Wearing red and white
reflects our loyalty to and support for our country.
2) At Miss Universe pageants, Singapore representatives
deck out in bespoke evening gowns that consist of

Disagree
Many clothes are still worn for functional and
practical reasons. People of different occupations
wear different uniforms respectively that are best
suited for the various activities they undertake.
Example:
1) Regular personnel of the Singapore
Armed Forces have to wear uniforms to
work daily. They don pixelised uniforms
that have a camouflage print, boast
superior fabric and an ergonomic design
– all to enhance survivability and
operational effectiveness of soldiers. The
p pattern and colours of the
shape,
pixeli
pi
pixelised
patterns were designed for
differ
di
different
operating environments. For
exam
example,
the army’s green pixelised
patte is optimised for a vegetated
pa
pattern
envir
en
environment
while the Air Force’s and
Navy greyish-blue pixelised patterns are
Navy’s
desig
designed
to blend into air base
instal
installations/onboard
ships, respectively.
Different occasions also call for different
ways in which the uniform is to be worn.
Soldiers don their ‘Number 1’ at formal
events such as the National Day Parade
while the ‘Number 4’ can be worn as
‘short 4’ (before and after training
sessions) and ‘long 4’ (during training).
6

elements that represent Singapore. In 2015, local
couturier Frederick Lee designed a bold red gown
featuring a cheongsam top made of trademark batik red
fabric of the Singapore Girl kebaya attached to a heavily
sequined mermaid skirt. The gown was paired with a
sanggul lintang, inspired by the traditional headdress
worn by Malay brides. The finishing touch was a 3-m wide
structure on her back featuring large red foam orchids. Mr
Lee drew inspiration from the kavadis that Hindu
devotees carry during the Thaipusam procession. He also
wanted to pay homage to the fact that the Singapore
Botanic Gardens became the nation’s first Unesco World
Heritage Site. A total of 50 red orchids of varying sizes
adorn the outfit as a tribute to Singapore’s golden jubilee.
3

‘Dress codes are
often markers of a
person’s socioeconomic status.’
(line 21)

a) The socialites in Singapore carry designer goods and are
adorned in pieces from latest seasons. They are featured in
magazines
agazines such as High Net Worth Digital Magazine
ngaaporee) or
(Singapore)
o Sin
Singapore
ingapo
ore Tatler.
Tatler.
r. TThey
r.
h y ar
he
are
re invite
invited
ed to launches
of new
wp
products
ro
oductss and collections.
colllllec
co
ection
ns.
s
b) #therichkidsofsingapore
herich
hkids
dssoffsing
ngaapore post
po
ostt #ootds
#ootd
oo
otd
ds on
on social
soccia
iall media
media
platforms
atfo
orm
rmss such as Instagram.
Instaggram.
m. In
m.
In their ph
p
photos,
otos,, luxury goods
ds
from
om cclothes
loth
lo
the
hes
es to
to bags
bags aree vvisible.
issib
ble
le. Fo
Forr ex
example,
xam
mple,
e A
Arissa
rissa Ch
Cheo
heo
(@xarissaxcheox)
@xariissaxcheox)) is
is a well
well-dressed
ll-d
dressed
d he
h
heiress
iress of
often
ften seen in
in
fashion-forward
shion forward looks
looks, while decked out in brands like Chanel
Chanel,
Hermes, Saint Laurent, Christian Louboutin, Alexander Wang
and Givenchy. Jamie Chua’s (@ec24m) Instagram account
provides a glimpse into her extensive collection of over 200
Hermes bags and Lianhe Wanbao dubbed her as the woman
with “the most number of Hermes Birkin bags in the world”.

2) Doctors in Singapore wear scrubs and
many hospitals are moving toward nurses
and other allied healthcare professionals
wearing scrubs to carry out daily
activities for a few practical reasons.
Scrubs help contaminants and bodily
fluids get recognised, are inexpensive to
replace, can get cleaned using harsh
chemicals, protect personal clothing from
being ruined and obviously, help patients
identify them.

a) In modern Singapore, clothes have been
made highly affordable. Today, the
choic of dress is mostly a personal one
choice
th m
that
may not be entirely reflective of
on social standing. Clothes are worn
one’s
oc
for occasion
and for comfort.
Slippe often regarded as sloppy and
Sl
Slippers,
inform are dubbed by some as our
informal
“natio footwear”. Undergraduates at
“national
local universities received flak for
wear slippers on campus while
wearing
Singaporeans wear thongs everywhere –
from restaurants to Orchard Road to the
Esplanade. When interviewed, students
and Singaporeans cited comfort and
fashion as reasons for the choice of
footwear.

7

5

‘…clothing became
an important way
in which identity
and gender
stereotypes were
negotiated.’ (lines
36 – 37)
‘Its widespread
dissemination, and
its appeal and

c) Watches are luxury items that are status symbols. A watch in
Singapore is typically a mark/indicator of success. Popular
brands include Rolex, IWC, and Patek Phillip and are available
in shops such as Sincere Watches Hourglass, in upmarket
Marina Bay Sands and Orchard Road.

b) In the past, ownership of designer bags
was reserved for the rich. With the rising
affluence of Singaporeans, it is not
uncommon to see Singaporeans,
especially women, carrying bags from
luxury labels such as Gucci, LV, and
Coach. There are also more ‘walletfriendly’ designer brands such as Kate
Spade, Longchamp, Michael Kors. They
are cheaper than other luxury brands but
they are considered branded
nonetheless. Sporting a bag from any of
these brands does not immediately
reflect one’s true socio-economic status.
A contributing factor to this would also
be that the prices of these bags are
severely marked down during sales such
as the Great Singapore Sale or purchased
from
Factory Outlets overseas. This
fr
makes
m ke it easier to obtain these bags and
ma
hence they are not reserved exclusively
for
fo the
th rich.

a) Increasingly
creaasing
singlyy ttoday
si
od
oday
day lines
lin
nes between
bet
etwe
ween
we
en
nw
what
haat co
h
cons
constitutes
nstiittu
ns
utes menswear
mens
nswe
wear
and
Women
d womenswear have
have blurred.
bl
W
om
men sport ‘‘boyfriend
boyfrien
end
d
jeans’
ans’ and sneakers have become the footwear of choice
amongst young girls and older women alike.

a) In Sin
Singapore, most Muslim women dress
mode
modestly,
covering everything except the
face hands up to wrists and feet. In
face,
addition, they don a hijab or headscarf.
This has perpetuated gender stereotypes
of women as subservient to men and as
passive individuals. Their fabrics are
mostly without print and dull in colour.
This traditional clothing does not reflect
women as forerunners for change but

b) Women typically donned frocks and dresses that complement
the feminine figure. The ‘Power Suit’ epitomises the push
against female stereotypes as domesticated and dependent
on men. The clean sharp lines of a ‘Power Suit’ put women in
good stead to compete against and succeed in a man’s world

8

popularity ensured
that women could
be advocates for
change.’ (lines 44
– 46)

6

‘The locus of
authority
establishing
norms of dress
also began to
shift.’ (line 48)
‘…there was a
trend towards selfdetermination in
the form of selfidentity and selfrepresentation.’
(lines 49 – 50)

as a woman in it projects strength and exudes confidence.
These suits once reserved only for men are being transformed
to suit the female body and flatter their curves. This serves as
a representation of women being as good, if not better than
men in many different spheres of work.
c) Muslim women subscribe to a modest fashion style.
Associated with a modest choice of wear, there is the belief
that Muslim women cannot be fashion-forward in their
wardrobe choices. However, today, modest wear has become
very trendy and is even referred to as ‘Modern Modest Wear’.
This goes against the stereotype of the meek Muslim woman.
They now have agency in choosing what they want to wear,
with fashion forward designs and mixing and matching
different variations of outfits, yet maintaining their
conservative style. Furthermore, these clothes being easily
available in big retail stores such as Zalora and Uniqlo show
that
at modesty and fashion can be synonymous.
a) No
o locus
locu
cus off authority
aut
u ho
ori
r ty establishing
est
stab
a lishin
ingg norms
in
norm
no
r s of
o dress.
dreesss.
Globalisation
obaalissatio
i n has given
io
giveen Singapore
S nggapor
Si
o e access to
or
to a variety
variet
ety of high
hig
igh
igh
end,
d, mi
mid-market
id-ma
markett aand
nd
db
budget
udge
ud
dge
get ap
apparel
ppare
reel aan
and
nd acces
accessories,
ssorie
ieess,, ssuch
u h aass
uc
sports
ortss ggoods,
oods
ds, ladies
ds
l dies
la
ess ffashion,
ashion
n, footwear
foot
fo
ottwe
wear
arr and
nd bags.
bag
agss. There
r is
re
is a
range
ngee of choices
choices to suit eve
everyone’s
eryon
ryone’s
ry
on taste, p
on
preferences
references and
d
budget.
dget
et.
et
Examples:
amples:
1) There are luxury brands to cater to the affluent shopper.
Shoppes at Marina Bay Sands has 170 luxury and
premium brands such as Dior and Gucci.
2) For those looking for affordable and one-of-a-kind outfits,
there are flea markets, thrift stores and Bugis Street with
its alleys of different clothes.

instead may reflect the traditional and
backward associations of women.
b) In most Singapore schools, girls wear
skirts or pinafores while boys wear
Bermuda pants or long pants. In a world
where androgynous fashion is becoming
increasingly popular and where fashion is
pushing boundaries and breaking free
from gender stereotypes, uniforms still
have clear barriers between male and
female dress.

Geneera
ralllly,
y, Sin
Generally,
Singaporeans find comfort in big,
reco
re
cogn
gnis
isab
able global fashion brands such as
recognisable
Tops
psh
hop, Uniqlo
Uni and H&M because they connote
Topshop,
qual
qu
alitty, and
and
n to
t some extent prestige and status.
quality,
bid to
to make
ma profits, many shopping malls in
In a bid
Sing
Si
ngapore carry
car these same brands, resulting in
Singapore
people having a rather homogeneous look as
they have obt
obtained their clothes from the same
few shops. Young people, especially, are still
finding their personal identity and tend to be
keen to own what their peers have so that they
can fit in and make themselves feel part of a
community. This is reflected in their clothing
choices.
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So in Singapore, we are spoilt for choice and the variety
available means people have different styles to choose from
that fits their purpose and budget.
b) With the influx of mass market global brands in Singapore,
people are craving for individuality and seeking pieces that
are off-the-beaten path. There is thus a new thriving market
for local designers. These homegrown designers give a local
spin to their designs.
Example:
1) Ong Shunmugam creates modern, wearable
interpretations of traditional wear, such as the
cheongsam, sari or samfu. Womenswear label Baju by
Oniatta and leather goods label Oakmoon Crafts weave
batik into their designs and give the traditional method of
wax painting a modern twist. The traditional textile is
paired with materials such as leather or used to make
everyday
ev
veryday
ayy w
work
ork clot
clothes.
the
hes.
s
These
esee lo
local
oca
call design
designers
gn
ners pu
put
ut a modern
mo
ode
dern
r ttwist
wisst on trad
traditional
ad
dittio
iona
ona
nall it
item
items,
em
ms,
producing
odu
ucin
in
ng unique
u iqu
un
ue pieces
pieecees of
of clothing
clo
oth
thingg that
th t incorpo
incorporate
porate
po
t both
te
bot
oth
h the
th
he
old
d an
and
nd new
w and
and owning
an
ow
wning these
the
h se pieces
he
pie
iece
c s refl
ce
reflect
f ecct th
thee wear
wearer’s
arer
ar
er’’s
er
’s
appreciation
prec
ecia
iati
tion of culture and
d hi
history.
ist
story.
y
7

‘Moreover, the
acceleration of
technologies such
as the Internet,
digital
photography, and
online media such
as blogs, YouTube
and the like have

stagram is
is one off the
the most popula
l r and
and influential
i fl
in
fluential social
so
oci
ciaal
a) Instagram
popular
edia platforms in the world,
world and the go-to
go to place for
media
fashionistas, bloggers and photographers who want to share
their #ootd snaps with their adoring fans.
The term "influencer" is a social media buzzword that is
generally used to describe people who have a substantial
reach and following on social media platforms, are
trendsetters and can shape the opinions and behaviour of

Influencers (Instagrammers,
(I
Influencers
bloggers) are useful
to the fashion industry because the influencer’s
feed or blog or vlog is an avenue for product
placement, but this has been said to affect
fashion in a negative way because they are
essentially promoting the dominant fashion
trends, namely street fashion, instead of
encouraging creativity in fashion. The end
product is created with the prevailing consumer
10

all had a
significant impact
on the spread of
new fashion
standards…’ (lines
65 – 68)

many. These influencers play a vital role in the landscape of
fashion. With young people aged 16-24 years old in Singapore
displaying trust in what people say online, the benefit of
Instagram influencer marketing is amplified.
Examples of Fashion Instagrammers:
1) Blogger Naomi Neo gets up to $45,000 worth of free
clothing, beauty products and gadgets in a year. All these
from a range of companies keen to get a mention on her
blog and social media accounts. Her blog receives 250,000
to 280,000 hits a month, while her Instagram account has
142,000 followers.
2) Another blogger, Nellie Lim’s IG is not just about fashion,
but also filled with food and lifestyle photography. Her
account is characterised by colourful accents in every
shot, whether it is from her clothes or her skill at
scoping out the best #ootd backgrounds all
around Singapore.
3) Another fashion icon is Nicole Wong with her espousal of
unk--ro
ock
c , ed
eedgy
gy vvibe
ib
be in he
herr le
leat
atthe
her ja
jjackets,
cketts, Converse
a pu
punk-rock,
leather
sh
hoees and
and 90s
90
0s inspired
insp
spirred chokers.
sp
cho
okeers
r.
shoes
b) Celebrities
leb
brittie
ies
es al
aalso
so use
use ssocial
occia
iall media
medi
diaa to
o spread
sprread
d curr
current
rent fashion
fash
fa
shio
sh
ion
ion
trends
ends aand
nd showcase
sho
how
owcasse their
their style.
styl
st
yle.
yl
e They
Theey wield
wiielld exceptional
excce
ex
ceptiona
nal
na
al
power
wer and
and
an
d influence because
becaus
usse they
th y already have a fan base
th
se
and
d a sign
ssignature
si
ign
gnat
natture look.
lo
ookk. Because
Beca
Be
causse of their
the
h ir influence,
inf
nflu
nf
uen
nce
ce, they are
are
trendsetters
endsett
tters iin
n ttoday's
oday's so
society.
ciiety. BI
BIGB
BIGBANG’s
GBAN
GB
AN
NG’s G
G-Dragon,
-Dr
D agon, fo
forr
example,
ample is listed among the top 500 people considered to
be the most influential in shaping the global fashion industry.
c) The Internet has transformed the entire fashion supply chain.
While previously the fashion industry was mainly driven by
producers, retailers and designers, today, the industry is
mainly driven by consumers who are increasingly able to
design their own garments by choosing fabrics, colours, prints

interest in mind, rather than necessarily creating
new fashion standards.
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and style. Digital technologies also enable small and new
fashion labels to gain access to markets around the globe.
8

‘Today, the
clothing industry is
a platform to raise
awareness of
world issues.’ (line
71)
‘Fashion choice
today is about
making a
statement.’ (line
81)

a) The trend is catching on in Singapore, with more shoppers
going green and stores eager to meet the rising demand.
Singaporean consumers are generally becoming more ecoconscious and aware of how their lifestyles can impact the
natural environment and they are keen on wearing their
conviction on their sleeve and asserting their choices as a
consumer. This trend could be because of active campaigning
by activist groups, as well as eco-friendly apparel becoming
more readily available on the market. Eco-fashion is also
becoming more fashionable. More players in the market also
mean a possible decrease in price.
Examples of popular eco-fashion labels:
1) Etrican
rican
Established
2009.
Seen
tabllis
ished
d in
n2
009. See
00
e n demand
ee
demaand jump
jum
ump
p in the past three
years
ars and
nd has
nd
has ramped
ram
mped
d up production.
produ
du
uct
ctio
i n. Organic
io
Orgganic and
and ecoeco
co
cofriendly
end
dlyy label.
lab
abel
be . Uses
Usses organic
orggan
aniic cotton
cottto
on – Global
Glo
Gl
obaal Organic
Orgganic Textile
Teexxti
tile
le
Standard
dictates
against
and
darrd (GOTS)
(GO
GOTS
GO
T ) certified,
ceert
r ified, which
whi
h ch d
icta
ic
tattes ag
ta
agai
a ns
ai
nst several
seveera
rall ills
illss
such
ch aass child
ch
hild labour,, unfairr wages,
wag
ages,, and prohibits
p ohibits toxic
pr
chemical
emiccall input.
inp
put.
2) The
Fashion
Benefit
e Fa
shi
hion Be
B
nefi
ft
fi
Online
nline retailer – aggregator of local and international labels
that wave the flag for social and environmental sustainability.
Every purchase leads to a US$5 donation to a chosen cause.
Seen business surge in recent years.
3) Saught
Online store – accessories line with a peace-building message.
Salvaged scrap metal from active Cambodian landmines is
repurposed into jewellery by skilled Cambodian artisans.

Singapore has a consumer-driven economy and
the young particularly are obsessed with buying
cheap, fast fashion. Fast fashion chains like
Zara, H&M, Uniqlo, and Forever21, blogshops,
and online shopping sites like ASOS and Love,
Bonito churn out new collections quickly to keep
their customers excited and satisfied. Instant
gratification and constant stimulation seem to be
the key to customer satisfaction. In this digital
age, trends and “what’s hot” lists change fast.
There is little loyalty to items and brands, as they
could become obsolete after a short period of
time. Clothes are no longer about the craft or the
underlying social message. There is just a need to
constantly re
replenish wardrobes with new things.
Example:
Ex
Exam
ampl
ple
e:
A
cco
ording to statistics from the National
According
Envi
En
v ro
ronm
nmen
e t Agency (NEA), Singapore generated
Environment
1567
15
6700
00 tonnes
tonne of textile and leather waste in
156700
2016
20
16. This inc
2016.
includes clothing, linen and bags.
A
ccording to the statistics, Singaporeans buy
According
about 34 pieces
piec of brand new apparel per year
and on the average discard 27 items of clothing
per year. Possible reasons for this: Greater
spending power fuelling consumption rate of
goods, leading to consumers buying more than
they need, proliferation of fast fashion chains in
neighbourhood malls, emphasis of mass
production of such clothing may mean clothes of
12

Collaboration between Saught’s founders, artisans from
Cambodian-based NGOs and students from Temasek School
of Design, who came up with the jewellery designs.
Transformative social business -jewellery pieces which are
emblems of peace, bringing people’s attention to the war
restoration cause in Cambodia.
b) Major fashion retailers such as Benetton Group and H&M
promoting sustainability has removed association of ecofriendly fashion with frumpiness to become something that is
stylish and desirable.

poorer quality and may not last long, competitive
prices and convenience brought about by online
shops and marketplaces accelerate the issue. So
the priority of consumers here seems to be cost
and variety of clothing.
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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1

Can government surveillance eradicate the threat of terrorism?

2

Examine the claim that globalisation creates equal opportunities for all.

3

‘The government is not doing enough to support local sportsmen in your society.’ What is
your view?

4

To what extent is a universal language desirable?

5

Should people in your society be fearful of the future?

6

‘Graciousness is lost as society progresses.’ Is this an accurate reflection of your society?

7

How far do you agree that technology gives us greater control in life?

8

Consider the view that what is posted online is all talk and no action.

9

‘Failure should never be acceptable.’ Discuss.

10

Do you agree that only parents should be allowed to discipline their children?

11

Is volunteerism always good?

12

‘The world today values appearance over substance.’ Is this a fair comment?
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Michael Pollan laments the rise of cooking programmes and the decline of home cooking.

1

2

3

4

5

6

How amazing is it that today we live in a culture that not only has something called the Food
Network but now has a hit show on that network called “The Next Food Network Star,” in
which thousands of 20- and 30-somethings compete eagerly to become? The Food
Network can now be seen in nearly 100 million American homes and on most nights,
commands more viewers than any of the cable news channels. Millions of Americans,
including my 16-year-old son, can tell you months after the finale, which contestant
emerged victorious in Season 5 of “Top Chef”.
On prime time television, famous restaurant chefs wage culinary combat to see who can, in
sixty minutes, concoct the most spectacular meal from a secret ingredient ceremoniously
unveiled just as the clock starts – an octopus or a bunch of bananas. Cooking on television
is a form of athletic competition. On “Iron Chef America,” a running commentary is given, as
the iron chefs and their teams race the clock to peel, chop, slice, dice, mince, boil, doubleboil, pan-sear, sauté, deep-fry, pressure-cook, grill, deglaze, reduce and plate – this last is
a word I am old enough to remember when it was a mere noun. A particularly dazzling
display of chefly knife skills will earn an instant replay – an onion minced in slow
motion. The commentator asks in a hushed tone, “Can we get a camera on this? It looks
like Chef Flay’s going to try for a last-minute garnish grab before the clock runs out! Will he
make it? [The buzzer sounds.] Yes!”
These shows move so fast, in such a blur of flashing knives, frantic pantry raids and more
sheer fire than you would ever want to see in your own kitchen, that I honestly cannot tell
you whether that “last-minute garnish grab” happened on “Iron Chef America” or “Chopped”
or “The Next Food Network Star” or whether it was Chef Flay or Chef Batali who snagged
the sprig of foliage at the buzzer. But you do have to wonder how easily so specialised a set
of skills might translate to the home kitchen, or anywhere else for that matter. When in real
life are even professional chefs required to conceive and execute dishes in twenty minutes
from ingredients selected by a third party exhibiting obvious sadistic tendencies? Never, is
when. The skills celebrated on the Food Network in prime time are precisely the skills
necessary to succeed on the Food Network in prime time.
We learn things from watching these cooking competitions, but they are not things about
how to cook. There are no recipes to follow, the contests fly by much too fast for viewers to
take in any practical tips and the kind of cooking on television is far more spectacular than
anything you would ever try at home. As a chef friend put it, when I asked him if he thought
I could learn anything about cooking by watching the Food Network, “How much do you
learn about playing basketball by watching the NBA?”
Yet, cooking shows captivate us because food is attractive to humans and that attraction
can be enhanced by food styling. You may be flipping aimlessly through the cable channels
when a slow-motion cascade of glistening red cherries or a tongue of flame lapping at a
slab of meat on the grill catches your eye, and your brain paralyses your thumb on the
remote, forcing you to stop to see what is cooking. Food shows are the campfires in the
deep cable forest, drawing us like hungry wanderers to their flames.
We are drawn to the textures and rhythms of kitchen work too, which seem so much more
direct and satisfying than the more abstract and formless tasks most of us perform in our
jobs nowadays. The chefs on television get to put their hands on real things, not keyboards
and screens but fundamental things like plants and animals, and they get to work with fire
and ice and perform feats of alchemy. How many of us still do work that engages us in a
dialogue with the material world and ends with such a gratifying and tasty sense of closure?
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But here is what I do not understand. How is it that we are so eager to watch other people
browning beef cubes on screen but so much less eager to brown them ourselves? The rise
of celebrity chefs has, paradoxically, coincided with the rise of fast food, home-meal
replacements and the decline of everyday home cooking.
For most of us, cooking at home does not pay the rent, and very often, our work does not
leave us the time. For many years now, Americans have been putting in longer hours at
work and enjoying less time at home. Since 1967, we have added 167 hours to the total
amount of time we spend at work each year, and in households where both parents work,
the figure is closer to 400 hours. Unsurprisingly, in those countries where people still take
cooking seriously, they also have more time to devote to it.
The entrance of women into the work force is responsible for the collapse of home cooking,
but that is only part of the story. Women with jobs outside the home spend less time
cooking, but so do women without jobs. The amount of time spent on food preparation in
America has fallen at the same rapid rate among women who do not work outside the
home, as it has among women who do. In general, rising income has also led to increased
spending on restaurants or takeout food. While women with jobs have more money to pay
corporations to do their cooking, all American women now have greater financial means to
allow corporations to cook for them.
Furthermore, the food industry laboured mightily to sell American women on all the
processed food wonders it had invented – canned meals, freeze-dried food, dehydrated
potatoes, powdered orange juice and coffee, instant everything. Over the years, food
scientists have gotten better and better at simulating real food, keeping it looking attractive
and seemingly fresh, and the rapid acceptance of microwave ovens – which went from
being in only 8 per cent of American households in 1978 to 90 per cent today – opened up
vast new horizons of home-meal replacement.
The decline of home cooking could explain most of the increase in obesity in America. Mass
production has driven down the cost of many foods, both in terms of price and the amount
of time required to obtain them. All these hard-to-make-at-home foods – cream-filled cakes,
fried chicken wings, exotically flavoured chips or cheesy puffs of refined flour – have been
transformed into everyday fare we can buy on a whim and for less than a dollar. When we
do not have to cook meals, we eat more of them. The fact that we no longer have to plan or
even wait to enjoy these items, as we would if we were making them ourselves, makes us
that much more likely to indulge impulsively. The time and work involved in home cooking,
as well as the delay in gratification, served as an important check on our appetite. Now that
check is gone, and we are struggling to deal with the consequences. The question is, can
we ever put the genie back into the bottle?
So what are we doing with the time we save by outsourcing our food preparation to
corporations and 16-year-old burger flippers? Working, commuting to work, surfing the
Internet and, perhaps most curiously of all, watching other people cook on television. But
this may not be quite the paradox it seems. Maybe the reason we like to watch cooking
shows is that there are things about cooking we miss. We might not feel we have the time
or the energy to do it ourselves every day, and yet we are not prepared to see it disappear
from our lives entirely. Why? Perhaps because cooking, unlike sewing or darning socks, is
an activity that strikes a deep emotional chord in us, one that might even go to the heart of
our identity as human beings.
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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that
up to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout
this paper.

For
Examiner’s
Use

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE
and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or
phrases from the passage.

1

What is the purpose of the author’s opening question?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………….……………………………..……………….... [1]

2

How does the author illustrate the popularity of cooking programmes in lines 3–5? Use
your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
…………………………………………………….…………………………………....………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

3

Explain why ‘culinary combat’ (line 8) is an apt description of cooking competitions on prime
time television. Use your own words as far as possible.
…………………………………………………….…………………………………....………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...……………... [2]

4

In paragraph 2, what similarities does the author see between cooking on television and
sport? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
…………………………………………………….…………………………………....………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….…………………………………....…………….. [2]
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3
What is the author implying about cooking competitions by his use of the word ‘sadistic’ in
line 26?

For
Examiner’s
Use

………………………………………............................................................................................
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

6

In paragraph 4, identify three reasons why it is difficult to learn how to cook from watching
cooking competitions. Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
………………………………………………….…………………………………....…………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
…………………………………...……………………….…………………………..……………. [3]

7

Explain why cooking shows ‘captivate’ (line 35) viewers. Use your own words as far as
possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
………………………………………………….…………………………………....…………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………... [2]

8

In lines 43–46, what explanations does the author offer for the ‘direct and satisfying’ (line
42) nature of kitchen work? Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
………………………………...……………………….……………………………..……………. [2]

9

Explain the paradox in paragraph 7. Use your own words as far as possible.
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
…………………………………...…………………….……………………………..……………. [2]
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4
10 Using material from paragraphs 8–11 (lines 51–82) only, summarise the reasons for the
decline of home cooking, and how this has contributed to the increase in obesity.

For
Examiner’s
Use

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which
are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
Home cooking is in decline because ………………………………………….………………...…
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… [8]
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5
11 Michael Pollan discusses the reasons for the decline of home cooking. How far do you
agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own society?

For
Examiner’s
Use

……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
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……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….

For
Examiner’s
Use

……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….……………………………………………...………………….
……………………………………….………………..…………………………...…………….. [10]
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Paper 2 Suggested Answers
1. What is the purpose of the author’s opening question?
Lifted Answer
 How amazing is it
that today we live in
a culture that not
only has something
called the Food
Network but now
has a hit show on
that network called
“The Next Food
Network Star,” in
which thousands of
20- and 30somethings
compete eagerly to
become? (l. 1–3)

[1]

Suggested Paraphrase
The author uses the opening question to
 introduce the topic of the passage.
 introduce the topic of the passage in an interesting way/ to
engage the reader/attract the reader’s attention.
 make the point that cooking programmes have become
such a sensation/ become so popular.
 invite the reader to acknowledge/reflect on the remarkable
proliferation of food shows in recent times.
 emphasise that cooking has now become a form of
entertainment.
 indicate his disbelief/ incredulity that cooking programmes
are so popular.
 highlight that cooking has become something where people
pit their skills against one another.
 to express disbelief that so many young people would be
interested/ enthusiastic in contending with/ challenging one
another in a cooking competition to be a cooking champion.

2. How does the author illustrate the popularity of cooking programmes in lines 3–
5? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
Lifted Answer
 The Food Network can now be
seen in nearly 100 million
American homes (l. 3–4)


on most nights, commands
more viewers than any of the
cable news channels. (l. 4–5)

Suggested Paraphrase
 Many/ A large number of people/ Americans
watch/ tune in to cooking programmes. [1]



News/ other programmes have become less
popular due to cooking programmes. [1]
OR
They
T ey
Th
e forgo
for
o go watching
g news/
new other programmes
ne
fa
avou
our of
of cooking
coo
ooki
k ng
ki
g programmes.
pro
rogr
in favour
[1]
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3. Explain why ‘culinary combat’ (line 8) is an apt description of cooking
competitions on prime time television. Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
Lifted Answer
 On prime time
television, famous
restaurant chefs
wage culinary
combat… (l.8)


…concoct the
most spectacular
meal… (l.9)

Suggested Paraphrase
 Similar to how a combat involves fighters battling for
supremacy against opponents, [1]


on prime time food shows, celebrity chefs try to outdo/
defeat/ beat one another // strive to come up with the best/
winning dish/ to outperform rivals. [1]
(Bullet 1 should not mention ‘chef/ culinary combat’.
Bullet 2 must mention ‘chefs’, and the idea of being
victorious over opponents must be captured.)

4. In paragraph 2, what similarities does the author see between cooking on
television and sport? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
Lifted Answer
 On “Iron Chef America,” a
running commentary is given
(l.11)

Suggested Paraphrase
 [A] During both events, a concurrent
explanation/ description of the action/
development is provided.



…in sixty minutes…(l.8-9); as
the iron chefs and their teams
race the clock (l.12)

 [B] There is a time limit imposed on both sports
teams and chefs and their teams.
(For Bullet B, ‘as fast/ quickly as they can’ is not
accepted.)



to peel, chop, slice, dice,
mince, boil, double-boil, pansear, sauté, deep-fry,
pressure-cook, grill, deglaze,
reduce and plate (l.12–13)

 [C] A myriad/ an array of/ many skills are
showcased during/ required for both
events.



 [D] In both cooking and sport, demonstrations
A particularly dazzling display
of prowess/ ability are rewarded with an
of chefly knife skills will earn
an onion
onio
on
on
imme
m diate encore
re
e of
of the
t action/ repeat
immediate
an instant replay – an
otio
on (l.14–16)
( .14–
(l
4–
–16
6)
tele
eca
cast
st/
t/ playback.
pllay
ayba
ba
ackk.
telecast/
minced in slow motion
( or B
(F
ulllet D
D,, tthe
he
h
e ans
nswe
ns
wer sshould reflect ‘instant’
we
(For
Bullet
answer
repl
re
play
pl
ay,, and
ay
a d the
an
th
he cause
caus
ca
use
us
e and
an
n effect must be
replay,
re
efl
flec
ecte
ec
t d.)
te
reflected.)



 [E] The commentators create suspense/
The commentator asks in a
excitement /sensationalise the action/
hushed tone, “Can we get a
creates a sense of anticipation.// The
camera on this? It looks like
atmosphere is filled with suspense/
Chef Flay’s going to try for a
excitement before the outcome is known.
last-minute garnish grab before
the clock runs out! Will he make
it? [The buzzer sounds.] Yes!”
(l.16–18)
1 – 2pts=1m, > 3pts=2m
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5. What is the author implying about cooking competitions by his use of the word
‘sadistic’ in line 26?
[1]
Lifted Answer
Suggested Paraphrase
 When in real life are even professional  The author is implying that cooking
chefs required to conceive and
competitions are based on producers/
execute dishes in twenty minutes from
viewers deriving enjoyment/ pleasure/
ingredients selected by a third party
entertainment from watching chefs
exhibiting obvious sadistic
struggle/ suffer/ fail./ Producers/viewers
tendencies? (l.24–26)
like to watch/ are happy when chefs
suffer/ fail. [1]

6. In paragraph 4, identify three reasons why it is difficult to learn how to cook from
watching cooking competitions. Use your own words as far as possible.
[3]
Lifted Answer
Suggested Paraphrase
 There are no recipes to  [A] There are no instructions as to the ingredients
follow (l. 30)
used/ the method of food preparation/ on how to
replicate the dish.


the contests fly by
much too fast (l.30)

 [B] The rapid pace of the competition makes it difficult
for viewers to follow and learn something from it.



and the kind of cooking
on television is far more
spectacular than
anything you would ever
try at home (l. 31–32)

 [C] The difficulty/ complexity/ standard of such cooking
is beyond the capabilities of most home cooks.//
The types of dishes are much more impressive/
splendid/ fantastic/ elaborate than home cooked
ones.



…“How much do you
learn about playing
basketball by watching
the NBA?” (l. 33–34)

 [D] The skills/ practices of professional chefs are not
easily transferrable to home cooking/ picked up/
acquired (inferred).
Any 3 points for 3 marks

7. Explain why cooking
ing
g shows
shows ‘captivate’
‘ca
‘c
apti
tiva
vate
va
te’’ (line
te
(lin
ne 35)
35) viewers.
35
viiew
v
ewer
e s.
er
s Use
Us your own words as
far as possible.
[2]
Lifted Answer
Yet, cooking shows
captivate us because
 food is attractive to
humans … (l.35)
 and that attraction can
be enhanced by food
styling. (l.35–36)

Suggested
Sugg
Su
g es
gg
este
t d Paraphrase
Para
Pa
raph
ra
phra
ph
r se
ra
Cooking shows captivate viewers beca
because food is


alluring/ inviting/ appealing/ tempting to people// food
draws our attention/ interest [1]



and it is made even more so by the way in which food is
presented/ displayed/ arranged/ fashioned/ designed/
decorated/ served. [1]
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8. In lines 43–46, what explanations does the author offer for the ‘direct and
satisfying’ (line 42) nature of kitchen work? Use your own words as far as
possible.
[2]
Lifted Answer
 …get to put their hands on real
things, not keyboards and screens
but fundamental things like plants
and animals (l.43–44) … material
world (l.46)


ends with such a gratifying and
tasty sense of closure (l.46)

Suggested Paraphrase
 Cooking allows us to connect/ work with
concrete/ tangible/ material/ actual/ physical/
natural things. [1]



We are rewarded with a delicious/
delectable dish.// We get to cook/ eat
delicious food/ enjoy food. [1]
(Bullet 2 should include
‘gratifying’ + ‘tasty’. )

both

parts:

9. Explain the paradox in paragraph 7. Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
Lifted Answer
 The rise of celebrity
chefs has,
paradoxically, coincided
with the rise of fast
food, home-meal
replacements and the
decline of everyday
home cooking (l.48–
50)

Suggested Paraphrase
 [A] With more celebrity chefs demonstrating their
cooking prowess/with the popularity of chefs and
their cooking shows today,
 [B] it would be logical to assume that more people
would be inspired to cook/ it is expected that
people would be doing more cooking/ there would
be more interest in home cooking.
 [C] However/ Paradoxically/ The contradiction is that
an increasing number of people instead opt not to
cook/ do not cook/ settle for pre-cooked food/
prefer ready-made meals.

((Note:
(N
Not
o e:
e:
A co
cont
contrast
nttra
rast
st lin
linker
inke
in
kerr sh
ke
should
hou
uld
ld b
be
e us
u
used
ed
d tto
o in
indicate the paradox.
[A]] is the
[A
the
e premise
pre
emi
m se
e which
which
h must
mus
ustt be
b present;
pre
[C] should also
b p
be
present
re
ese
s nt tto
o ex
expl
explain
p ai
pl
a n th
the
he pa
paradox.
ara
rado
d x.
do
[A] + [C] = 1 mk
[A] + [B] = 0 mk
[A] + [C] = 0 mk
[A] + [B] +[C] = 2mk
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10. Using material from paragraphs 8–11 (lines 51–82) only, summarise the reasons
for the decline of home cooking, and how this has contributed to the increase in
obesity.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
[8]
Home cooking is in decline because…
Lifted Answer
Suggested Paraphrase
Reasons for the decline in home cooking
 it does not pay the rent (l.51)
A1  it provides no financial returns.
 our work does not leave us the
A2  Work/jobs/careers/earning a living consumes
time (l.51–52)… putting in longer
our time/ makes us busy/busier,
hours at work (l.52–53)
 enjoying less time at home (l.53)
A3  reducing time at home.
 The entrance of women into the
A4  Furthermore, more women have their own
work force is responsible for the
careers
collapse of home cooking (l.57)
 So do women without jobs
A5  and even homemakers/housewives cook less.
(l.59)… the same rapid rate
among women who do not work
outside the home (l.60–61)
 rising income (l.61) … more
A6  As people become richer/ more affluent,
money (l.62) … greater financial
means (l.63)
 has also led to increased
they spend more money dining out/ more
A7
spending on restaurants or
people dine out more often/ they buy/
takeout food (l.61–62) … pay
purchase commercially-prepared meals
corporations to do their cooking
… allow corporations to cook
for them (l.62-64)
(accept ‘outsource’)


the food industry laboured
mightily to sell American women
on (l.65)

A8





all the processed food wonders it
had invented (l.65–66)
6)
Instant everything (l.67)
67
7)

A9



A10
A1
10






keeping it looking attractive
trac
acti
ac
tive
tive
(l.68)

A11
A
A1
11





and seemingly fresh (l.69)

A12





the rapid acceptance of
microwave ovens … (l.69)

A13



Food businesses aggressively market to
women
(degree of marketing must be reflected as in
‘mightily’)
remarkable/ amazing/
g novel innovations of
rea
ready-made
eadyy-m
-mad
a e fo
ad
food
food/
od// convenient
od
co
food/ easily
p epar
pr
ared
ared
d food.
foo
ood..
ood.
prepared
F
Food
o d technology
oo
te
ech
hno
olo
logy
g has improved the
presen
pr
nta
tation
on// appear
on
presentation/
appearance of such food//
k such
h food
f d look
l
makes
delicious/ appealing/
alluring/ tantalising,
making it appear just-prepared/ cooked/ newly
prepared/ so that it does not look stale.
(look ‘new’ is not accepted)
The prevalence/ popularity of microwave
ovens/ cooking appliances/devices/ kitchen
technology also
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(‘technology’ is not accepted unless it is
cooking technology)
opened up vast new horizons of A14  gave rise to endless/ infinite/ never-ending/
home-meal replacement (l.70–
myriad/ diverse alternatives/ substitutes/
71)
options to home cooking.
(answer must include ‘vast’ + ‘replacement’)
How it has contributed to the increase in obesity
Mass production has driven
B1  This has contributed to obesity because
down the cost of many foods
factory/ bulk production of food/ food
(l.72–73)… for less than a dollar
produced in great quantities has decreased
(l.76)
the price of food/ made food cheaper
Driven down… the amount of
B2  and more convenient to buy/ more readily
time required to obtain them
accessible/ has reduced the duration needed
(l.73–74)…wait to enjoy these
to obtain it. (inferred)
items (l.78)
All these hard-to-make-at-home
B3  Food that is labour-intensive/ difficult/
foods (l.74) … transformed into
complicated to prepare has become
everyday fare (l.76)
commonplace/ ordinary/ regular/ available
everywhere/ the norm,
(answer must include ‘hard-to-make’ +
‘everyday fare’)
we can buy on a whim (l.76)…
B4  and is purchased on the spur of the moment/
impulsively (l.79)…we no longer
with little thought/ at the drop of a hat.
have to plan (l.77)…delay in
gratification (l.80)
we eat more of them (l.77)…
B5  Hence/ Therefore/ As a result, we tend to
indulge (l.79)
overeat/ gorge ourselves/ binge.
The question is, can we ever put
B6  This trend seems to be irreversible/
the genie back into the bottle?
impossible to stop/ we may not be able to
(l.81–82)
stop this situation. (inferred)

Mark scheme (20 points)
1 point 1 mark
2 points 2 marks
3-4 points 3 marks

5-6 points 4 marks
7-8 points 5 marks
9-10 points 6 marks

11-12 points 7 marks
 13 points 8 marks
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Michael Pollan discusses the reasons for the decline of home cooking. How
far do you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own
society?
[10]

QUESTION ANALYSIS
the reasons for the decline of home cooking
x Pollan observes that people cook much less at home and supports his observation by
giving reasons
x Students need to identify the reasons that Pollan gives in support of his stand
(Note: While Pollan also discusses some consequences arising from the decline of
home cooking, these observations are not relevant to the question.)
How far do you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own
society?
x how far  students should clearly state the degree of agreement/ disagreement with
the author’s stand, using appropriate qualifiers.
x his observations  students should identify author’s overall stand in the passage +
reasons given to support his stand.
relating your arguments to your society
x The society must be identified at the start of the answer.
x All aspects of the AQ answer must relate to the society identified and should not
discuss issues in general.
x The answer must be contextualised in the society identified, right from the start.
x Residents of the society identified should not be referred to vaguely as ‘people’;
instead, specific nationalities such as ‘Singaporeans’, ‘Malaysians’, ‘Chinese’ (or other
relevant nationalities) should be used throughout the answer.
x Answers should not vaguely describe what is happening in the society identified.
Instead, answers should offer:
 clear reasons and evaluation to support how relevant the authors’ opinions are to
that society.
 some consideration/ evaluation whether and why different groups in the society
identified might react differently: the elderly, young people, working adults, people
with different educational levels,, etc .
 reasons why the
e situation
situa
ua
atiton
on in
n that
t att society
th
soc
ocie
ety may
m y have
ma
ve changed/
ve
cha
h ng
nged
e intensified/ abated in
eop
op
ple
e’ss changing
cha
ang
ngin
in
ng mindsets/
mind
mi
n sets
nd
s/ evolving
evvol
evol
olvi
olvi
ving
ing
ng social
socciia
al and
a
recent times: people’s
economic realities/
creative business
ss innovations/
in
nno
ovva
ati
tion
ons// technological
on
tec
echn
hn
nolog
gic
ica
al advancement,
adv
dvan
ance
nce
c me
ment
nt,, etc.
nt
et
SUGGESTED APPROACH
ACH
R:
The extent to which the student agrees with the observations Pollan makes
which explains the decline of home cooking in the society he/she comes
from.
OB1–5:

Observations made by Pollan to support his stand (with relevant quotes from
the passage). The chosen observation should be clearly stated with para/line
reference at the start of each body paragraph.
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EX, EV:

Explaining, developing and evaluating arguments with reference to ‘your
own society’, making the link clear to OB and R.

EG:

Supporting ideas with relevant examples from the society identified, and
making the link from the examples to OB, EX, EV and R.

INTRODUCTION
x In my society Singapore, inexpensive local hawker food, usually in shopping malls and
open-air complexes, has historically been a staple in the Singapore food scene.
x This shows no signs of slowing down as more women join the workforce, and fewer
households cook at home due to the busy lifestyles of Singaporeans.
x The observations of Pollan explaining the decline of home cooking do reflect the
situation in Singapore. I am mostly in agreement with his observations, although
it cannot be said home cooking in Singapore has altogether disappeared
because people do still cook in the weekends and especially when they have
domestic helpers to cook meals at home.
OBSERVATION 1
Pollan argues that one of the reasons home cooking is in decline is that for most
people, ‘it does not pay the rent’ (line 51). While I do not entirely agree with his view
in the context of my society, it is undeniable that many Singaporeans still hold this
view.
x Certainly, there are many in my society who opt not to cook because they feel that their
time can be more lucratively spent elsewhere. Living in a society which largely values
pragmatism, coupled with the rising cost of living, many Singaporeans are very
concerned with making the most of their time financially. As reported by AIA Singapore
in 2016, 85% of working Singaporeans aged 25–45 feel that the increasing cost of
living is their top financial concern. Singaporeans have also acquired a reputation for
being materialistic, with the 5Cs – car, cash, condo(minium), credit card and country
club – being goals to achieve for many ambitious young Singaporeans. Given such
concerns and mindsets, it is no surprise that many Singaporeans are too busy making
money in lucrative careers to cook at home.
x In fact, in 2016, Singaporeans clocked 2,371.2 hours of work, the longest hours
anywhere in the world. Millennials, too, work very long hours - according to a 2015
international survey by Millennial Careers, Singaporean millennials are amongst those
who work the longest
hours,
taking
est
stt h
o rs
ou
rs, ta
aki
k ng
g 4th p
place
lace
ce with an ave
ce
average
era
rage
g of 48 hours a week,
ahead of countries lik
like
States.
long working hours
ke JJapan
apa
pa
an an
and th
the
e Un
Un ed
United
d S
tat
ates
es. That
Th
hat these
the
h
are the result of a de
desire
make
money
supported
esire
e tto
om
akke mo
a
more
re
em
oney
on
ey iis
ey
s su
sup
pp
p
porrted by
by research by Randstad
h fo
ffound
ound
und th
un
that
at th
the
he pr
pros
ospe
os
pect
pe
ct of
of making
ma
akiing more
mor
o e money
m
Awards 2016 which
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Since whipping up meals at home diverts time away from their jobs and does nothing
to meet their financial goals, many Singaporeans, then, choose to forgo home cooking,
contributing to its decline.
That being said, in recent years, an increasing number of Singaporeans have come
to realise that they can, in fact, marry the joys of home cooking with the pleasure of
earning money. Home cooking can, for such Singaporeans, indeed ‘pay the rent’
(line 51).
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Many workaholic Singaporeans do realise the less-than-rosy long term health effects of
eating out on a constant basis. However, many of these same Singaporeans also do
not want to forgo their time spent earning money to prepare healthy home-cooked
meals. Enterprising Singaporeans have stepped in to fill this gap by charging for homecooked meals, allowing busy Singaporeans to enjoy healthy, home-cooked meals
without the hassle of having to prepare them.
The burgeoning success of the meal-sharing industry in Singapore has also largely
been facilitated by the rapid rise in the number of online applications dedicated to
matching time-starved Singaporeans to passionate home cooks. Being generally
technologically-savvy, Singaporeans have been quick to avail themselves of these
apps and develop even more of them. Recently developed apps like Dine Inn, Share
Food Singapore and Hcook allow diners to search for food by cuisine or location,
browse food photos, descriptions and customer reviews, and chat with home cooks.
Diners can then either pick up their food from the home cook or enjoy a meal hosted
by the home cook.
Many of these apps report a healthy demand for meal-sharing amongst Singaporeans,
with up to 200 orders received a week. Each of these apps also boasts up to 400
home cooks on their rosters, and the number of enterprising home cooks continues to
rise. According to Luke Lee, founder of Dine Inn, there has been a 50% increase in
sign-up rates for home chefs in early 2017.
In fact, a significant proportion of home cooks registered on these apps come from lowincome backgrounds and view meal-sharing as a means to support themselves and
their families. For instance, about 20% of Hcook's home chefs are from low-income
backgrounds, having been identified through regular talks with grassroots and nonprofit organisations and encouraged to enter the meal-sharing industry.
It can be seen that the decline of home cooking amongst many working Singaporeans
who want to earn more in their careers has, conversely, contributed to other
Singaporeans taking up home cooking for the same income-making reason. Home
cooking in Singapore has clearly become, now more than ever, a rather viable source
of income for those who are looking for novel ways to ‘pay their rent’ (line 51).

OBSERVATION 2
Pollan observes that longer hours at work (lines 52–53) and the entrance of women
into the workforce (line 57) have led to the decline of home cooking. I agree that this
situation has contributed to the decline of home cooking in several households in
e.
my society Singapore.
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x In 2016, the labour force participation rate (LFPR) for women in Singapore was 60.4%,
according to the Ministry of Manpower. This is a significant increase from 54.3% a
decade ago in 2006, indicating that today more than half of Singaporean women spend
their day at the workplace rather than in the kitchen.
x However, it is still lower than the rates in many Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) countries which achieve 70% or more. The Singapore
government recognises that there is another 40% of women to tap on for the economy
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and has been encouraging more women to enter the workforce. In view of this, it does
seem that home cooking will continue to decline.
Furthermore, with the rising cost of living in Singapore, dual income families are
becoming the norm here. In 2016, nearly 54 per cent of married couples in Singapore
were dual-income couples, and the figure rose to over 75 per cent for those where the
husband was under 35, and 70 per cent for those where the husband was aged 35 to
49.
Perhaps even worse than the situation in America, Singaporeans spend long hours at
work, clocking 2371.2 hours in 2016, the longest hours in the world.
As a result of these factors, many Singaporeans have no choice but to eat out for
lunch and are certainly too tired to prepare dinner after work, preferring to spend
whatever time they have after work with their families or on leisure activities, which
also include eating out with family and friends.
According to a survey conducted by household and professional appliances company
Electrolux in 2014, one-third of Singaporeans eat out more than they do at home – the
second-highest figure among 10 Asia-Pacific countries polled. Those surveyed cited
reasons such as cooking being a hassle and eating out due to necessity rather than
out of preference. Similarly, the National Nutrition Survey conducted by the Health
Promotion Board in 2010 showed that six in 10 Singaporeans eat out at least four
times a week.
Companies offering meal subscription services to busy CBD workers, such as Food
Matters, FitThree and Kim’s Kitchen, have sprung up in recent years. Similarly,
weekday tingkat dinner delivery services are popular among harried Singaporean
workers who have neither the time nor energy to cook. Such services have been
around for more than 10 years and remain popular today with more than 30 caterers
providing this service. In fact, companies such as Tong Chiang and Select Catering
report an increase of 10 to 18 per cent in subscription rates over the last few years.

While longer working hours and more women in the workforce are certainly
responsible for less home cooking in many Singaporean families compared to the
past, this does not mean that home cooking is non-existent in Singaporean
households.
x With more Singaporean households hiring domestic helpers, coming home to a homecooked meal is not so rare. Furthermore, with many Singaporean grandparents lending
a helping hand to care for their grandchildren and housing schemes to help married
Singaporeans live near their parents, the possibility of having a home-cooked meal is
higher for a number of working Singaporeans.
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Purchases from
supermarkets hit $2.3 billion in 2015, nearly double the $1.2 billion in 2005. This is the
highest spending in a decade, part of which can be attributed to a rising interest in
home cooking.
x Shops such as Mayer, ToTT and Sia Huat which specialise in kitchen appliances and
cookware sections in department stores which stock brands such as Le Creuset,
Scanpan and WMF are well-patronised by Singaporean shoppers with an interest in
home cooking.
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Furthermore, The Straits Times features regular columns about home cooking on
Sundays. These include ‘Singapore Cooks’ which focuses on recipes shared by
ordinary Singaporeans with a passion for home cooking, and ‘Hunger Management’
where journalist Tan Hsueh Yun has been sharing her recipes for a wide range of
dishes since 2008. Even though the space taken up by these columns is small
compared to the several pages in The Straits Times dedicated to places for eating out,
home cooking is still alive in Singapore, despite some decline over the years.
x The array of recipe books stocked by local bookstores and libraries are also testimony
to the interest in home cooking, at least among some, if not all, Singaporeans. These
cookbooks range from local ones such as The New Mrs Lee’s Cookbook to foreign
ones such as Gordon Ramsay's Ultimate Home Cooking.
x Another indication that home cooking is not on the way to extinction in Singapore is the
growing interest in cooking classes among many Singaporeans. Among the slew of
cooking studios in Singapore are CulinaryOn, ABC Cooking Studio and Coriander Leaf
which teach a variety of Asian and Western cuisine. At cooking studio Palate
Sensations at Biopolis, registration for classes has grown by at least 20 per cent year
on year since it started a decade ago in 2006.
Although home cooking has declined with more women working outside the home,
it has far from disappeared in Singapore and people do still prepare meals at home.

OBSERVATION 3
Pollan argues that home cooking has declined because the food industry has
‘laboured mightily to sell American women on all the processed food wonders it
had invented’ (l.65–66), and food scientists ‘have gotten better and better at
simulating real food, keeping it looking attractive and seemingly fresh’ (l.67–69).
Although I generally agree that these reasons also explain the decline of home
cooking in my society Singapore, Singaporeans still do cook whenever they can
because many feel that it is still the most healthy way of preparing and consuming
food especially for the family.
x Instant meals are appealing, especially to working adults who are strapped for time
and appreciate the convenience of eating on the go. Food may be available around the
clock in Singapore, but that has not stopped companies from producing and
advertising processed food aggressively to busy people, especially working adults.
Food companies such as Prima Taste Ready Meals are catering to busy, time-starved
Singaporeans who want convenient meals and healthier food products. Many people
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to-eat meals with meat and vegetables are hitting the shelves. Some even come with
healthier mixed grain rice.
x Such food options making their entrance include briyani by House Brand, Chinesestyle chicken soup from Freshen Food and curry chicken from Foodbox. Foodbox also
offers Soy Ginger Chicken, Curry Chicken and Black Pepper Chicken to provide spicy
and non-spicy choices. Prima Taste recently launched its Ready Meal range which
features four flavours – Curry Chicken, Nonya Sambal Chicken, Beef Rendang and
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Chicken Claypot Rice. The rice component is a mix of white basmati rice, wholegrain
basmati rice and multi-grains.
Food scientists have been producing healthy processed food sold in supermarkets
using retort technology, a heatsterilisation process that keeps food shelf-stable without
the use of preservatives. The meals are cooked from scratch and vacuum-sealed
before sterilisation. By adjusting the heat parameters, flavours and nutrients are
preserved, while bacteria is destroyed. These foods come in retort pouches and can
be stored at room temperature and are shelf-stable for at least one year.
Fuss-free instant mala or spicy hotpot meals from China have also become
increasingly popular in Singapore. Although not yet currently available in major
supermarkets, many Singaporeans who enjoy mala hotpot can buy it on websites such
as Qoo10 and Shopee Singapore. Joneve Trading sold its entire first shipment of 600
instant hotpots online in just two days, and in June 2017, it sold more than 10,000
individual packs of Ba Shu Lan Ren hotpots online.
These instant spicy hotpot meals come in three mala flavours: original, rice and meat,
and beef. They come complete with a heat pack that, when activated by roomtemperature water, generates enough heat to steam a small bowl of ingredients for 15
to 20 minutes. Although the ingredients were not freshly packed, customers found
mala hotpot to be flavourful and authentic. The vegetables such as fungus, potatoes
and mushroom did not look stale and were palatable. Even the rice tasted surprisingly
fragrant and soft. Customers like the convenience that instant self-heating meals
provide, especially if they are strapped for time.
Besides purchasing instant meals online, students and working adults are also turning
to vending machines to buy ready-to-eat meals sold at convenience stores to satisfy
their hunger pangs. Singapore's first all-vending machine cafe, VendCafe, was an
instant hit when it opened in August in 2016, with long queues forming to try its hot
meals. A second and third VendCafe outlet opened at Ang Mo Kio MRT station and
Lakeside station in July 2017.
Leveraging on technology, meals from vending machines feature a special vacuum
skin packaging which would ensure preserved flavour and colour, keep portions fresh
and unmixed on the tray, and extend shelf life with no compromise on nutrition.
Many are rather impressed by the taste and quality of food offerings from vending
machines which have become increasingly sophisticated: seafood hor fun, salted egg
yolk pasta, popiah and even spaghetti carbonara can be obtained from a vending
machine. Cheers also recently teamed up with consortium The Common Good
Company to provide a new line of ready-to-eat meals from prominent local brands like
Pastamania and The Soup Spoon.
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together. Many working adults with families in
Singapore are weekend chefs. They enjoy cooking simple meals for the family when
there is more time to shop for fresh, nutritious ingredients and cook them in healthier
ways. Additionally, a good number of families in Singapore have domestic helpers who
cook for the family every day, and the family eats out only occasionally. Extended
families with grandparents usually prefer home-cooked food and almost never buy
instant food online.
x Dietitians have cautioned against consuming ready-to-eat meals on a regular basis,
pointing to the higher salt content these meals tend to have. Salt adds to the flavour of
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the food, but also acts as a preservative to prevent bacteria growth and extend the
shelf life of the product. High salt content could put people at risk of hypertension or
cardiovascular diseases. Due to the perishability of vegetables, these meals also tend
to have fewer greens, which affects their nutritional value.
x Additionally, the cooking and storage processes involved in preparing these instant
meals may also reduce the nutrients in the food, particularly vitamins like Vitamin D
and E, which are temperature-sensitive.
x Instant processed meals such as TV-dinners (pre-packaged frozen or chilled meal that
usually comes in individual portions) which can be taken from the fridge and reheated
for dinner, are not all that popular among Singaporeans who generally prefer to eat out
affordably at food courts and fast food chains.
Thus, although dining out and instant meals are gaining popularity among busy
working adults in Singapore, Singaporeans are generally knowledgeable about the
dangers of consuming processed food, and they still do enjoy more healthily
prepared home-cooked food even though they do not cook very often.

OBSERVATION 4
The author points out that the rapid acceptance of the microwave opened up “vast new
horizons of home meal replacement” (lines 73–75). While this may be true in more
Western countries as evidenced by the ubiquitous microwave TV-dinners, I
definitely do not agree that this phenomenon is relatable to my society, Singapore.
x Singapore is well-known internationally as a food paradise through the marketing
efforts of the STPB and true to this reputation, there are many more alternatives than
what can be found in the frozen section of microwave meals at supermarkets or
convenience stalls like 7-11 where there is a reasonable variety of such microwaveable
meals that boast local dishes such as chicken rice to shrimp wanton soup. However,
in my society, the microwave may be more likely to be used for thawing frozen
food to re-heating food than for such microwave meals.
x Typically, Singaporean families which do not cook at home for various reasons are
much more likely to turn to the conveniently located neighborhood coffee-shops
which have ‘zi-char’ or literally ‘stir-fry’ stalls offering dishes reminiscent of homecooked meals like sambal kangkong (local greens in spicy chilli paste) to sweet-andsour ribs and everyday fare like fried-rice or ‘hor-fun’ (broad rice noodles) served piping
hot and at very reasonable prices.
x In addition, there are also food-courts or hawker centers in every HDB estate or
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x The popularity and demand for hawker centres is so strong that the government
announced in 2011-2012 that ten new hawker centres will be built in newer and even
more mature HDB housing estates, from Woodlands to Pasir Ris, to ensure that
affordable local fare will be readily available to all.
x On top of such almost-home-cooked alternatives, Singaporean families, especially
dual-income families, typically hire foreign domestic workers who are usually expected
to prepare meals for the family as well. Out of a population of more than five and a
half million, there are slightly more than a quarter of a million foreign domestic workers
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in Singapore, all of whom have some basic training in cooking and taking care of
household chores.
x Last but not least, there is another social phenomenon whereby working couples may
have meals after work with their parents or in-laws who may be helping to look after
their younger children, sometimes assisted by said foreign domestic workers. This
phenomenon can be partially attributed to deliberate housing policies for HDB flats
such as the Proximity Housing Grant of $20,000 which has been introduced to further
help families who want to buy a resale flat, to live in with or near their parents.
With such mouth-watering dishes and value for money alternatives available, on top
of deliberate government policies, it is not difficult to see why microwave mealreplacements have not taken off in a big way in my society, Singapore. Ironically, it
may be such ready availability of affordable and ready sources of local fare that
contribute to the decline of home-cooking instead of the microwaveable home meal
replacement.

OBSERVATION 5
Pollan also observes that ‘rising income has also led to increased spending on
restaurants or takeout food’ (lines 61–62). I do generally agree with this observation
as I find this happening in Singapore.
x As the Singaporean economy has grown over the years, the average Singaporean has
become more affluent. At the individual level, Singaporeans are typically hardworking,
pragmatic with their finances and often career-oriented, all of which surely contributes
to increasing income level of the average Singaporean.
x Singapore’s adult population had an average wealth of about US$276,885 (S$395,000)
per person in 2016, an increase of 1.4% from 2015, as reported by Global Wealth
Report which ranked Singapore top in Asia and seventh globally among major
economies.
x With such personal wealth at their disposal, coupled with long working hours, it is no
wonder that many Singaporeans have no qualms about eating out regularly and
pampering themselves at restaurants and other eateries. The huge number of food
offerings ranging from fast-food outlets and hawker centres to fine dining
establishments does also play a part in encouraging Singaporeans to eat out, with food
offerings matching any budget one might have.
x In a survey conducted by MasterCard, Singaporeans emerged the top spenders on
dining out among South-east Asian countries, with an average monthly amount of
US$198 in 2013.
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x The trend of eating
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that form when new food outlets open. Food at these outlets does not come cheap, but
Singaporeans appear to have the financial means to indulge.
x For example, the opening of Pablo, a well-known Japanese cheese tart outlet at
Wisma Atria in August 2017, attracted long queues that formed as early as 9am, three
hours before it opened. Prices for the cheese tarts are about $15–$18 each, which is
hardly cheap, but many Singaporeans clearly are affluent enough to afford it.
These findings do indicate that more Singaporeans have the means and are willing
to dine out, which does come at the expense of cooking and eating meals at home.
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Answer one question from this Paper.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. ‘Diplomacy, not war, is the solution to conflicts in the world today.’ Do you
agree?
2. To what extent are migrants a threat to a country in today’s world?
3. ‘Cities have never been better for living.’ Discuss.
4. ‘It is a mistake to give criminals a second chance.’ Is this view valid?
5. Do you agree that competition, not collaboration, is more important for society
to progress?
6. Should we be afraid of artificial intelligence?
7. ‘Young people in today’s society lack a sense of adventure.’ How true is this
of your society?
8. ‘The rich are responsible for the poor.’ What is your view?
9. ‘The most effective form of education is one that takes place outside the
classroom.’ Do you agree?
10. ‘We are consuming too much for our own good.’ Is this true of society today?
11. ‘In scientific research, the use of animals should not be an issue.’ Do you
agree?
12. Assess the view that reading books is, by far, the most wondrous of all
pastimes.
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Passage 2. Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic discusses the complexities and paradoxes surrounding millennials.
1 They have been called entitled, lazy, and the most high-maintenance workforce in the history of the
world – but are millennials, also known as Gen Y, really that bad? How different are they from previous
generations, and how consequential are these differences?
2 As it turns out, millennials are complex, which explains the wide variety of views about them. Indeed,
the most interesting fact about millennials is the paradoxical nature of their character – a tension 5
between opposites that must be reconciled. This tension presents a challenge, not only to millennials
themselves, but to those trying to understand them. For instance, they are perceived to be ambitious
but lazy. There is no clearer evidence for millennials' entitlement than the discrepancy between their
ambitious aspirations and their lukewarm work ethic. Since much of Gen Y has been persuaded –
first by overprotective parents, then by grade inflation and the unrealistic promises from universities – 10
that their high expectations would eventually translate into actual achievements, it should come as no
surprise that millennials are less interested in working hard to achieve them. Unfortunately, millennials
have bought into the idea that the cause of success is high self-belief; not discipline, self-knowledge
or humility. This keeps their hopes in their (self-perceived) talents intact, as if sooner or later their
15
exceptional potential will be discovered, even if they do not devote much time to harness it.
3 Interestingly, millennials are seen as hard to motivate, but more passionate about their work. At first,
this may seem puzzling: how can a generation with over-the-top aspirations and delusional goals be
happier at work, especially when they are disadvantaged vis-à-vis older, more experienced peers,
and less successful than them? The answer is that Gen Y sees work as less central to their lives, and
that they value work-life balance more than other generations do. Ironically, this makes millennials' 20
demands and standards lower – when you see work as "just making a living", you expect to find
meaning in other areas of life such as education, relationships, or hobbies.
4 Millennials believe in fun rather than work, and, accordingly, they expect to have fun at work. This is
why Google, Microsoft and many other firms have transformed their offices into playgrounds, and why
many employers have had to restrict access to social media sites at work. That said, the news is not 25
all good. Even among millennials, only a minority of people are fully engaged at work and data
suggests that in certain parts of the world, engagement levels are lower among millennials than their
predecessors. In short, hiring more millennials will not necessarily boost engagement at your
workplace.
5 Yet another paradox of millennial character is how they are hyper-connected, but self-obsessed. 30
Although the ubiquity of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram has led to the suggestion that millennials
are incredibly sociable, the reverse is probably true. Millennials are hyper-connected, but they display
little interest in others except as an audience. As the YouTube slogan suggests, their main ambition
is to broadcast themselves, even if it requires collecting disposable friends and engaging in
35
inappropriate self-disclosure with strangers.
6 Superficially, this phenomenon may be attributed to the social media revolution, but it is probably the
other way around: the power of social media is just highlighting how vain we have become. Indeed,
narcissism levels have risen steadily during the past few decades, making millennials more selfobsessed than their predecessors. In the US, narcissism has increased at the rate of obesity and is
the main explanation for the apparent extraversion of millennials – it is exhibitionism and attention- 40
seeking, but camouflaged as sociability.
7 While narcissism has a bright side (confidence, assertiveness, and charisma), it is still problematic:
narcissists struggle to form intimate relationships, they take credit for others' accomplishments, and
behave aggressively when confronted with negative feedback or rejection. They are impulsive and
driven mainly by instant gratification, which explains the success of hook-up apps like Tinder or sexting 45
apps like Snapchat.
8 Given all these paradoxes and complexities surrounding millennials, we may want to start asking
ourselves not how we can change them, but how we will cope with them.
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Paper 2 (50 marks)
Read the passages in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow. Note that up
to fifteen marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this
Paper.
Note: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE
and you select the appropriate material from the passages for your answer, you must still use
your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or
phrases from the passages.
From Passage 1
1. What is implied about millennials by the phrase ‘somebody should write a biography of me’?
(lines 4-5)
[1]
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain the significance of the word ‘too’ in line 6.

[1]

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. Why would Ms. Twenge fret about the millennials (line 10)? Use your own words as far
as possible.
[2]
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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4. What does the phrase ‘a number made pilgrimages to the store to take defiant selfies
outside’ (line 15) tell you about the reaction of young Beijingers to the officials? Use your
own words as far as possible.
[2]
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

5. In paragraph 4, the author describes how millennials are adapting to the ‘circumstances of
a changing world’ (line 17). Give two examples of how millennials are doing this, and why. Use
your own words as far as possible.
[2]
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

6. Explain the reason for beginning paragraph 5 with the question ‘What will the world be like
when today’s young people are in charge?’.
[1]
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. Why has the author placed the sentence ‘he denies wrongdoing’ (lines 30-31) in brackets?
[1]
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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8. Explain why oversensitivity is ‘vastly preferable to the segregation of yesteryear’ (lines 3940).
[1]
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

From Passage 2
9. Using material from paragraphs 2 to 4 only (lines 4-29), summarise what the author has to
say about the millennials’ attitudes towards work and their reasons for holding such attitudes.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
[8]
One attitude millennials have towards work is …
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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10. Explain the contradiction in the phrase ‘disposable friends’ (line 34).

[2]

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

11. What does the author mean when he calls narcissism ‘exhibitionism and attention-seeking,
but camouflaged as sociability’ (lines 40-41)? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

12. Explain what the author finds problematic about narcissism in paragraph 7. Give any two
reasons for this. Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

13. The Economist article presents a largely positive view of the millennials, whilst Tomas
Chamorro-Premuzic thinks otherwise.
How far would you agree with their observations, relating your arguments to your own
experiences and that of your society?
[10]
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
End of Paper
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VJC 2017 PRELIM GP Paper 2
Suggested Answer Scheme
From Passage 1
1. What is implied about millennials by the phrase ‘somebody should write a biography of me’? [1]
From the Passage

Suggested Answer

‘somebody should write a
biography of me’

The implication is that millennials seem to think their
actions/deeds/lives are of great significance to the point that they
should be recorded in a book/biography. OR
They think the story of their lives/they are so important that other
people will want to read or know about them.
Answer should clearly demonstrate an understanding of the
significance of biographies. Answers that mention ‘worth listening to’
or recognition are not enough.

Markers’ Comments:
Many students did not realise they needed to link their answer to the significance of biographies. They gave
generic answers about how millennials had over-inflated egos, were arrogant etc.

2. Explain the significance of the word ‘too’ in line 6.

[1]

From the Passage

Suggested Answer

They are materialistic, too.

To show that millennials have many faults/flaws in addition to what
was listed in the preceding paragraph/not just materialistic.
OR
To show that materialism is just one of their many flaws.
OR
To show that on top of narcissism, they are also materialistic, which
is like a nail in the coffin. (1m)

Markers’ Comments:
Most students were able to get the correct answer.
3. Why would Ms Twenge fret about the millennials (line 10)? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2m]
[2m
m]
From the passage
Suggested
S
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d Answer
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e
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so
off li
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heyy will
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v ou
o s
less of what they want than
any
previous
ge
generation,’ frets Ms Twenge.

She fr
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e s about
et
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out th
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he mi
mill
llllen
enni
en
niial
a s because:
She
the
millennials
((a
a) what
(a)
in life
w at
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wan
wa
nt out
nt
out of
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life/g
t
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(b) are so outt off touch
reality/unrealistic/unrealistically ambitious
(c) that she thinks they might eventually actually
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achieve/obtain/gather less
(d) than preceding/earlier generations.
1-2 pts 1 m, 3-4 pts 2m.
Markers’ Comments:
There was a tendency for some students to paraphrase irrelevant characteristics of millennials or try to link
their answer to how millennials lacked morals and were willing to do anything for the sake of materialism.
4. What does the phrase ‘a number made pilgrimages to the store to take defiant selfies outside’ (line 15) tell
you about the reaction of young Beijingers to the officials? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
From the passage

Suggested Answer

‘a number made pilgrimages to the store to take
defiant selfies outside’

Answer must address the implication about the
reaction of young Beijingers towards the officials.
(a) Young Beijingers went out of their way/were willing
to inconvenience themselves/took the trouble to
journey to the store (1m)
(b) to mock/challenge/oppose/antagonise/thumb their
noses at the authorities/express a rebellious attitude
(1m)
Note: The explanation of ‘pilgrimage’ needs to be in
context. It is not about religion per se.
Defiant must be paraphrased correctly. ‘Treated it like
a joke’ is too vague, ‘making fun of the authorities’ will
not be accepted. Mock is accepted because one of the
definitions of mock is to defy.

Markers’ Comments:
Many students got the mark for paraphrasing defiant but most did not get the second mark which
necessitated explaining pilgrimages in context. The students tended to give generic answers about making
trips or tried to explain how the trips were religious or akin to religious trips. The correct paraphrase hinges
on how the young Beijingers were willing to go out of their way/take the trouble to make such trips (just as
going on a pilgrimage takes a special effort of will)
5. In paragraph 4, the author describes how millennials are adapting to the ‘circumstances of a changing
world’ (line 17). Give two examples of how millennials are doing this and why. Use your own words as
far as possible.
[2]
From the Passage
They flit from job to job not
ot because
becau
ause
au
s they
se
the
hey are
arre
curi
riity
y iis
s a thing
thin
th
ing
in
ng off
fickle but because job security
the past.

Suggested
Sugg
Su
gg
ggeste
g ted Answer
Answ
An
swer
er
er
Th
T
hey move
move from
from job
fr
job
o to
to job/change
jo
ob/
b/ch
cha
ch
They
jobs often to cope
with ttheir
h irr under
he
erst
er
stan
st
andi
an
d ng that jo
di
with
understanding
jobs these days might
no
ot la
ast fforever/employment
orever
e /e
er
/emp
plo
loym
y ent insecurity.
ym
ins
not
last

They demand flexible work hours and worklife balance because they know they don’t
have to be in the office to be productive.

They lobby/actively word towards more alternatives
to regular working schedules for work-life harmony
because they know that the best/most meaningful

2
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work might no longer be done in the confines of the
office.
Their enthusiasm for new ideas (and lack of
spare cash) has kick-started money-saving
technologies from Uber to Whatsapp.

Millennials have less money, so they come up
with/develop money-saving technology

They take longer to settle down and have
children, but so what? They will also be
working far later in life than their parents did.

They marry and have children later/prolong the time
they take to start families because they know that
they will retire later/are aware that their working years
will definitely be extended.
Any 2, 2m
Markers will accept only the first two examples if
more are given. For those who conflate 2 or 3 points
into 1, it will be taken as 1 point not 2.

Note: Examples must clearly reflect the
circumstances of a changing world for the mark
to be awarded. ‘They spend 6 hours a day
online because that is how they work, and also
how they relax’ is not a relevant answer because
this material does not fully address the
circumstances of a changing world well.
Markers’ Comments:
Students were usually able to identify the points but ended up corrupting many of them when paraphrasing.
One example would be how the issue of lack of job security was paraphrased as job security/stability being
unimportant or being unfashionable. Several students who identified the point about money-saving apps
were not able to link it to millennials lacking money (which was the impetus for creating such apps).
6. Explain the reason for beginning paragraph 5 with the question “What will the world be like when today’s
young people are in charge?”.
[1]
From the passage
What will the world be like when today’s young
people are in charge?

Suggested Answer
To acknowledge that there are differing views about
young people’s ability to lead.
OR
To get readers to think about the possibilities of a
reality in the future governed by young leaders.
OR
To set the tone and introduce the topic of millennial
leadership for the rest of the paragraph.
Accept
Acce
Ac
cept any
any sensible
sensibl
ble answer
bl
ble
an
nsw
swer
err that
th has adequate
elab
el
ela
aborattio
on and
and explanation,
an
expl
ex
p an
a attio
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n, but
bu it must have the
elaboration
c nt
co
ntex
exxt of
of the
he
e future
futur
uttu
urre orr millennials.
milille
le
lenn
en i
context
(1m)

Markers’ Comments:
Most students were able to answer this question correctly.
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7. Why has the author placed the sentence ‘he denies wrongdoing’ (lines 30-31) in brackets?
From the Passage
the current prime minister has given a
confusing explanation of why nearly 700
million U.S. dollars was found in his bank
accounts (he denies wrongdoing) lines 29-31

[1]

Suggested Answer
The writer wants to clarify/to make clear what the
“confusing explanation” means.
OR
It is the writer’s retort regarding the denial made by
the prime minister. He finds it implausible/does not
believe in the prime minister’s explanation.
OR
He is implying that the PM’s denial is suspicious.
OR
It is a tongue-in-cheek jibe at the PM’s claim that he
is innocent.

Markers’ Comments:
There was a tendency for many students to mechanically repeat the answer to the 2012 A-level Compre
question on brackets (i.e. claiming the author does so to include a piece of information that was not relevant
to the main argument) Students need to understand that there is no standard template for answering
questions on language/punctuation use and they have to explain their answers in context.
8. Explain why oversensitivity is ‘vastly preferable to the segregation of yesteryear’ (lines 39-40)?
From the Passage

[1]

Suggested Answer
Oversensitivity is seen to be the lesser of two
evils/less harmful/ is better than the racial divide
in the past. (1)
Answer must show a comparison of present-past
behaviour.

Markers’ Comments:
The question only required students to explain that while oversensitivity was bad in a mild sort of way (i.e.
annoying, inconvenient, etc), it was still much better than the overt racism or harm to society caused by
segregation. Many students ended up paraphrasing oversensitivity and segregation wrongly as well as
attributing all sorts of irrelevant motives and explanations to both issues (e.g. oversensitivity aims to build an
inclusive society, segregation results in some people not talking to others)
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From Passage 2
9. Using material from paragraphs 2 to 4 only (lines 4-29), summarise what the author has to say about the
millennials’ attitudes towards work and their reasons for holding such attitudes. Write your summary in no more
than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as
possible.
From the Passage

Suggested Answer

a

lukewarm work ethic (line 9)

They have an unenthusiastic/indifferent attitude

b

ambitious aspirations (line 9)

Millennials have lofty goals/set their sights high

c

much of Gen Y has been persuaded –
(line 9)

Millennials have been convinced

d

first by overprotective parents, then by grade
inflation and the unrealistic promises from
universities (line 10)

by various/different sources

e

that their high expectations would eventually
translate into actual achievements (line 11)

That their hopes/dreams would finally be
realised/come to fruition.

f

no surprise that millennials are less
interested in working hard to achieve them
(line 12)

Millennials dislike excessive work/shy away from
work (Note the subtle difference to point “a” about
being lukewarm)

g

millennials have bought into the idea that the
cause of success is high self-belief; (lines
13)

Millennials are convinced that confidence in
themselves will get them results/get the job done

h

not discipline
(lines 13-14)

They do not prize/value self-control

I

self-knowledge (line 14)

(They do not prize) self-reflexivity/understanding of
the self

J

Humility (line 14)

(They do not prize) modesty

k

This keeps their hopes in their (selfact,, (line 14)
perceived) talents intact,

Millennials remain deluded,

l

as if sooner or later their
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ex
xce
ceptio
ona
al
potential will be discovered,
vere
re
ed, ((line
liline
n 15)
ne
15)
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T in
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n

millennials are seen as hard to motivate,

It seems difficult to inspire millennials
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(line 16)
o

but more passionate about their work (line
16)

But they are more enthusiastic about their work/they
are more driven

p

The answer is that Gen Y sees work as less
central to their lives (line 19)

They do not see work as critical/vital to their
existence

q

they value work-life-balance more than other
generations do (line 20)

They think it is important to have an equilibrium
between work and their personal time

R

this makes millennials'
standards lower (line 21)

s

when you see work as "just making a living"
(line 21)

They think work is simply/nothing but a way to earn
money/make ends meet

T

you expect to find meaning in other areas of
life (line 22)

Millennials look for fulfilment in various other sectors

u

such as education, (line 22)

such as studying/learning

v

relationships (line 22)

personal connections/bonding with others

w

or hobbies (line 22)

pastimes/leisure activities

x

Millennials believe in fun rather than work
(line 23)

Millennials prize enjoyment over work

y

and, accordingly, they expect to have fun at
work (line 23)

They want to enjoy themselves/have a good time
while working

z

Even among millennials, only a minority of
people are fully engaged at work
(line 26)

(inferred) Millennials do not concentrate on their work

demands

and

Millennials do not expect/desire much

N.B. The first point of the summary should be an attitude so that it matches the opening words.
1-2pts=1m, 3-4=2m, 5-6=3m, 7-8=4m, 9-10=5m, 11-12=6m, 13-14=7m, 15 and more=8m
Markers’ Comments:
-There was a tendency for students to combine points and hence lose the essence of one or more points
- Point ‘a’ and point ‘f’ need to be sufficiently differentiated.
Point ‘a’ is about work ethic/attitude. Point ‘b’ is about not wanting to work to achieve one’s goals.
-For point ‘L’, many students
discovered/recognised.
s did not have the context of talents being discovered/r
-For point ‘o’, passion was ofte
often
wrongly
work’
en w
rongl
glly paraphrased
para
pa
raph
ra
p ra
ph
ase
sed
d as
a ‘interested
‘in
nte
ere
res
stted in
in wo
work
rk
k’
-For point ‘q’, ‘balance’ was freq
frequently
eq
qu
ue
e y lifted.
ently
- For points ‘x’ and ‘y’, ‘fun’ was not paraphrased.
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10. Explain the contradiction in the phrase ‘disposable friends’ (line 34).
From the passage
Their main ambition is to broadcast
themselves, even if it requires collecting
disposable friends

[2]

Suggested Answer
The contradiction in the phrase arises from the
millennials view of friends as being expedient/expend
able instead of people whom they can have an
enduring/sustained bond.
Or
They do not see permanence in their friendship,
once their friends are of no more use for them, they are
discarded.
The contradiction must be addressed and shown
explicitly. E.g. The students should show that the idea of
friendship is directly contradicted by or at odds with
‘disposable’.
No marks will be awarded for simply defining both
terms. ‘Insignificant’ is not accepted as a paraphrase for
disposable.

Markers’ Comments:
Some students merely listed the definition of friends followed by the definition of disposable. Students need
to explicitly state that the notion of friendship is at odds with the notion of being disposable and that it is a
contradiction because one does not expect that friendship is something easily cast aside.

11. What does the author mean when he calls narcissism “exhibitionism and attention seeking, but
camouflaged as sociability” (lines 40-41). Use your own words as far as possible.
From the Passage
narcissism…is the main explanation for the
apparent extraversion of millennials – it is
exhibitionism and attention-seeking, but
camouflaged as sociability lines 40-41

[2]

Suggested Answer
When the author describes millennial as narcissists, he
wants to make clear to his readers that their
gregarious/friendly behaviour is nothing more than a
cover/a facade (1) for their desire to be noticed/seen
by people. (1)
Students need to paraphrase ‘camouflaged’ correctly.
Facade, false front, disguise, etc. are accepted. If students
merely state that they seem or appear to be sociable, that is
not acceptable.
not
no
acce
ac
ce
eptab
able.
ab

Markers’ Comments:
Some students did not paraphrase
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mentioned that narcissists
ph
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e ‘camouflage’
‘ca
camo
ca
mouf
mo
ufla
uf
lage
la
ge’’ properly
ge
prop
pr
o er
op
erlyy and
and
d instead
inste
ead
dm
erel
er
ely
el
y ment
‘appear’ or ‘seem’ friendly. Answers
need
on
connotation
how
exhibitionism is disguised,
Ansswe
ers n
e d to ttouch
ee
o ch
ou
ho
n th
tthe
ec
co
o
onnotat
a io
at
ion of
o h
ow the e
a façade or a cover.
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12. Explain what the author finds problematic about narcissism in paragraph 7. Give any two reasons for this,
Use your own words as far as possible
[2]
From the Passage

Suggested Answer
What is problematic about narcissism is that:

Narcissists struggle to form intimate
relationships (line 43)

Those who are narcissistic find it difficult to become
close to/ bond with or have close ties with other
people

They take credit for others
accomplishments (line 43)

And they are prepared to accept recognition or allow
people to believe that they have done something
praiseworthy, whether or not they have actually done it

Behave aggressively when confronted with
negative feedback or rejection (line 44)

Are hostile/antagonistic/belligerent when they do not
receive positive affirmation relating to their work

Impulsive and driven mainly by instant
gratification lines (44-45)

Do not think through their actions and are largely
motivated by immediate fulfilment of their desires/do
not believe in deferment of pleasure
Any 2, 2m
Again, as with Q5, only the first two examples will be
accepted.

Markers’ Comments:
-Taking credit for others accomplishments was often paraphrased oddly. For example ‘stealing other
people’s limelight’ or ‘accept rewards for other people’s work’ which did not quite fit the bill.
-Not all students were able to paraphrase aggressive and some left it out of their answer which made it too
generic (e.g. cannot accept criticism, cannot take bad comments).
-For the point about impulsiveness and instant gratification, many students left one or the other out.

13. The Economist article presents a largely positive view of the millennials, whilst Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic
has a less flattering one. How far would you agree with their observations, relating your arguments to your own
experiences and that of your society?
[10]
x

Students need to pick out the positive ideas from the Economist article and the less flattering
views from the second article.

x
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Main Arguments &
Explanations

Evidence / examples

Band 1

REQUIREMENTS: systematic reference to the requirements of the question
with evidence of a balanced treatment.

8 - 10marks

EXPLANATION: shows a good or very good understanding of terms and
issues.
EVALUATION: makes very convincing evaluation by making judgements and
decisions and by developing arguments to logical conclusions, and includes
elaboration and support through personal insight and apt illustration.
COHERENCE: very clear shape and paragraph organisation and cogent
argument.
Possible arguments for why you agree or disagree largely/somewhat with
the arguments raised

Passage 1

Largely positive views about the millennials

Para 4

This is largely true in the Singaporean context. It was reported in the Today
paper that 3 in 4 millennials in Singapore plan to be their own boss with 30
percent starting their businesses while still in school. The government has
emphasised the increasingly volatility of the economic sector in the past decade.
This has led to the business community and even educational institutes like SMU
paying special attention to the area of nurturing entrepreneurship, For examples,
there is an Institute of Innovation & Entrepreneurship at SMU. Millennials are
also using their technological expertise to help themselves do business,
especially online. They are reaching a global market instead of being confined
to local customers. Examples of companies started by local entrepreneurs
include Love Bonito and Style Lease, which deal with fashion.

“the young are
adapting quite well to
the circumstances of a
changing world.” (lines
16-17)

Para 4
“enthusiasm for new
ideas” (line 20)

Para 5
“millennials grab
opportunities where
they can.” (line 27)

Millennials in Singapore are able to adapt to new circumstances as they have
shown the ability to come up with refreshing concepts that enable them to have
a niche market in the world. This could be partly attributed to the education
system which gives them exposure to the arts, sciences and other areas.
Internet access also allows them to be aware of global trends and to adapt
accordingly. Examples of companies are Travel Clef, a music company which
moves around to teach music to different organisations and groups, and
Virtuoso, a local company that deals with cardistry.
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scholarships annually in schools. Competition is very keen and the students
ensure that they have impeccable grades and CCA records so as to get ahead.
They, too, are grabbing opportunities wherever they can.
“the world may also be
greener.” (line 31)

Millennials in Singapore seem to be more environmentally aware. They are more
likely to recycle and adopt practices which are environmentally-friendly. This
could be due to the numerous campaigns they have been exposed to: Clean and
Green Singapore, Saving Gaia, etc. They are also considerably better-educated
than the older generation, and may be more aware about the direct impact their
actions can have on the environment. They would have grown up with recycling
bins in their housing estates and neighbourhoods, and are likely to have a
greener lifestyle. Also, it is deemed fashionable to be environmentally-friendly
with the introduction of global events like Earth Hour every year.
Of course, it remains to be seen how much the millennials are willing to sacrifice
to ensure that the world is greener. While they may not mind occasionally
recycling and saving water, this generation tends to have consumerist
tendencies. They purchase a lot of unnecessary items because they can afford
to, and then these are disposed just as readily to make way for the next big trend.
Also, they treat their handphones and electronic devices as lifelines and cannot
be without them. This contributes greatly to the use of electricity, very often for
entertainment and non-essential usage. In fact, a study found that Singaporeans
spend over 12 hours a day on their gadgets daily. The millennials, being a core
group
of
users,
are
surely
just
as
guilty
of
this.
(http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/12hr-42min-connected-for-hours)

Para 6
“The young are less
racist than the old”.
(line 34)
Para 7
“Tolerance is unlikely
to erode as the
millennials grow older.”
(line 41)
“they will not suddenly
take against their
friends who look
different or love
differently.” (line 44)

Indeed, more young people in Singapore seem to be less racist than the old,
with more accepting inter-racial marriages. Having grown up in an era which
emphasised racial harmony, they may be less inclined to treat people differently
because of race. Also, there was a deliberate policy by the government to build
on school culture. This must have helped to unite students of different races
together to work for the glory of the school. With English as the lingua franca of
schools and workplaces, communication has been facilitated between the races.
With the improvement in communication naturally comes better understanding
and acceptance of each other, regardless of race, and thus, the millennials are
less likely to be racist than the old.
With the rise of the Internet, millennials are exposed to the more liberal views
from beyond our shores. There is greater acceptance of LGBT relationships, as
can be seen from the increasing numbers which attend Pink Dot rallies annually.
When surveyed, young people seem to be less conservative and willing to
accept non-traditional relationships.
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Passage 2

A less flattering view

Para 2

There are definitely Singaporean millennials who are ambitious but lazy.
Employers have noticed that millennials seem to want to advance very quickly
but are unable or unwilling to do the work required to get there. They are branded
the strawberry generation, which refers to a group of people who are delicate
and bruise easily when face with challenges. They also seem less willing to travel
overseas for work, as they prefer to stay in comfortable, convenient Singapore.

“ambitious but lazy”
(lines 7-8)
“the discrepancy
between their
ambitious aspirations
and their lukewarm
work ethics.” (lines 89)

Para 3
“they value work-life
balance more…
Ironically, this makes
millennials’ demands
and standards lower.”
(lines 20-21)
“you see work as “just
making a living”, you
expect to find meaning
in other areas of life
such as education,
relationships or
hobbies.” (lines 21-22)

Para 5
“they are hyperconnected, but selfobsessed.” (line 30)

One wonders if this is a fair comment to make, though, as many Singaporean
millennials have shown that they are willing to work long hours and deliver what
is required by their bosses. 50 percent of the millennials surveyed said they
intended to stay with their current employer for the next few years or longer. This
corroborates the results of a 2015 survey which found that 59 percent of
Singaporeans believed in job loyalty and intended to stay in their jobs more than
five years. (http://www.herworldplus.com/lifestyle/work/are-you-part-strawberrygeneration-these-3-attitudes-towards-work) Of course, they will not stay in a
company they are unhappy with, but most seem prepared, or resigned, to
working past the retirement age. It is questionable, therefore, to consider them
lazy and possessing lukewarm work ethics.
While millennials may value work-life balance more, this may not correspond to
lowered standards and demands. Singaporeans have long been told that no one
owes us a living. Given this message and the current wave of retrenchment
exercises in many companies both locally and globally, there is likely the
realisation that they have to work very hard to keep their jobs. Their continued
employment at MNCs is evidence of this. Also, as they like the finer things in life,
like frequent vacations, they realise that they need to maintain standards in order
to be competitive in the global economy. So, while some may see work as just
making a living, they may still do well at it so that they are able to indulge in other
areas of their lives where they find meaning.
Interesting, more millennials are finding that their hobbies actually can be
transformed into viable careers. Unlike the previous generation, millennials are
bold enough to make major career switches and become yoga teachers,
personal trainers, life coaches and music teachers. The proliferation of gyms and
yoga centres in Singapore is evidence of the viability of these careers. Of course,
one crucial factor is that Singapore is fairly prosperous and can afford to support
these modes of employment. In short, they have a customer base for the
activities offered.
With Internet access readily available in Singapore, the millennials who are not
connected via Facebook, Instagram or Twitter are definitely in the minority. Many
seem to need to post every event in their lives on social media, from the food
they eat to the places they visit. While some have many followers, it is
p p actuallyy pay
p y attention to the views or posts
questionable as to how much people
oth
herrs,
s or
or wh
het
e herr th
hey a
re m
erely concerne
ed about
a o garnering ‘likes’ for
ab
orr others,
whether
they
are
merely
concerned
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Band 2
4-7 marks

REQUIREMENTS: covers requirements of the question adequately but not
necessarily a balanced treatment
EXPLANATION: shows an adequate level of understanding of terms and
issues (which may include minor distortion) when applied to Singapore society.
EVALUATION: evaluation is attempted but is not always convincing, and tends
to be superficial with limited development of ideas, and is not as thorough in
support.
COHERENCE: paragraphing is sometimes helpful and there is recognisable
over-all shape to the answer; arguments are generally cogent.

Band 3

REQUIREMENTS: an incomplete and/or unbalanced treatment of the
requirements.
EXPLANATION: shows very limited degree of understanding and a higher
incidence of misinterpretation of the author’s views.
EVALUATION: tends to be mere summary or restatement of the text with a few
simple and undeveloped judgements, with very thin support (no examples and
evidence from Singapore society).
COHERENCE: paragraphing and organisation are haphazard.

1-3 marks

0

Nothing in the answer meets any of the criteria

Markers’ Comments:
-Many students latched on to top-down government policies such as Racial Harmony Day and Skillsfuture
as evidence that millennials were not racist or were adapting to their circumstances. Students need to
realise that the existence of such policies does not automatically mean millennials acquire traits like
tolerance or adaptability. More unpacking and substantiation is needed.
-Students tended to give multiple anecdotal examples and did not link them to larger social trends which
resulted in narrow and forced arguments (e.g. about how their older family members were racist).
-Some students also gave trivial examples like MRT breakdowns to justify that millennials lacked resilience.
-Overall there was a serious problem with a lack of unpacking. Many students were content to list examples
and adopt a touch-and-go approach.
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PAPER 1
Answer ONE question from this Paper. Answers should be between 500 and 800
words in length.


1.

Considering their apparent financial stability, should developed countries be
obliged to help other countries in need?

2.

‘The only obstacle in the Arts is censorship.’ Discuss.

3.

‘People are more compassionate nowadays.’ To what extent is this true of your
society?

4.

How far has modern technology been a hindrance for people when they work?

5.

‘The pursuit of economic growth creates more stress than happiness for the
individual.’ Discuss.

6.

Evaluate the claim that a knowledge of history is more an advantage rather than
a problem for political leaders today.

7.

Assess the view that Literature is a subject that has no practical value.

8.

‘The main aim of scientific research is to create knowledge about how the world
works, rather than solve problems.’ To what extent is this true?

9.

Is greed always an undesirable trait?

10. In your society, how well are the needs of the young and the old balanced?
11. ‘Freedom remains an unattainable goal.’ What is your view? 


12. ‘Everyone has a part to play in tackling global issues.’ How far do you agree? 
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Joshua Rothman considers the issues surrounding leadership.
1

People who fetishise leadership sometimes find themselves longing for crisis. They
yearn for emergency, dreaming of a doomsday to be narrowly averted. When Donald
Trump’s campaign released its first official television advertisement, it featured a
procession of alarming images – the San Bernardino shooters, a crowd at passport
control, the flag of Syria’s Al Nusra Front – designed to communicate the idea of a 5
country under siege. But the advertisement does more than stoke fear; it also excites,
because it suggests that we have arrived at a moment welcoming the emergence of a
strong and electrifying leader (Trump, a voice-over explains, will ‘quickly cut the head off
the Daesh1 – and take their oil’). By making America’s moment of crisis seem as big as
possible, Trump makes himself seem more consequential too.
10

2

Our faith in the value of leadership is durable. This faith survives, again and again, our
disappointment with actual leaders. Polls suggest that, even though voters who support
Trump are frustrated with the people in charge, they are not disillusioned about
leadership in general: they are attracted to Trump’s ‘leadership qualities’ and to an
authoritarian view of life. In a sense, they are caught in a feedback loop. The 15
glorification of leadership makes existing leaders seem disappointing by comparison,
leading to an ever more desperate search for ‘real’ leaders to replace them. Trump’s
supporters are not the only ones caught in this loop. Schools that used to talk about
‘citizenship’ now claim to train ‘the leaders of tomorrow’; academics study leadership in
think tanks and institutes; leadership experts emote their way through talks about it on 20
YouTube.

3

If you are flexible in how you define ‘leadership’, you will find that people have been
thinking about it for a very long time. Plato, Confucius, and the poet (or poets) who
wrote the Bhagavad Gita thought about leadership; so did Machiavelli. Historians have
detailed the lives and decisions of individual leaders. Still, case studies and books on 25
leadership advice do not add up to the kind of systematic description you would need in
order to say that someone has ‘leadership qualities’. The attempt to create that
description – to develop, essentially, a science of leadership – began around a century
ago, but has met with little success.

4

For a long time, leadership experts remained nostalgic for old-type leaders. In the 30
nineteenth century, books such as Thomas Carlyle’s ‘On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and
the Heroic in History’ attempted to isolate, through historical surveys, the character traits
of ‘great men’. Well into the twentieth century, many scholars elaborated on a ‘trait
model’ of leadership. They proposed that leaders possessed certain personality traits –
courage, decisiveness, intelligence, attractiveness, and so on – that made them 35
intrinsically charismatic, with no respect for bureaucracy. A great deal of time was spent
thinking about how leadership qualities might be detected, so that leaders could be
identified in advance of their elevation.

5

The trait model is still relevant today. However, by the mid-twentieth century,
alternatives to the trait model of leadership have gained traction. Experts have studied 40
leadership psychologically, sociologically, and even ‘existentially-experientially’. Many
have settled on a ‘process-based’ approach. They have come to see leadership as
something that unfolds in stages. A problem emerges, a leader is selected, a goal is
1

Daesh – an Arabic acronym formed from the initial letters of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL)’s previous name in Arabic – "al-Dawla al-Islamiya fil Iraq wa al-Sham"
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3
developed, a team is assembled, the goal is re-evaluated, and it repeats. From this
perspective, the working life of an organisation begins to look like an unending 45
sequence of leadership events. A leader’s job is to shepherd the team through the
leadership process.
6

Process models favour the bureaucratic over the charismatic, and have a number of
advantages over trait models. For one thing, they suggest that leadership is learnable:
you just observe the process. For another, they are capable of differentiating between 50
the designated leader, often a broad-shouldered white guy with a power tie and a corner
office, and the actual, ‘emergent’ leaders around whom, at particular moments, events
coalesce. Research shows that workplaces often function because of unrecognised
emergent leaders, many of them women. Most fundamentally, process models
acknowledge that ‘being a leader’ is not an identity but, rather, a set of actions. It is not 55
someone you are. It is something you do.

7

Leaders, moreover, used to command; now they suggest. Conceptually, at least,
leadership and power have been decoupled. In 1927, Personnel Journal cited an expert
who defined leadership as ‘the ability to impress the will of the leader on those led and
induce obedience, respect, loyalty, and cooperation’. But after the Second World War, 60
the concept of leadership softened. Leaders, it was said, were not dictators or tyrants;
instead of ordering us around, they influenced, motivated, and inspired us. A distinction
began to emerge between leadership, which was said to be inspirational, and
management, which was seen as more punitive. (As the business books have it,
‘managers require, leaders inspire’). The distinction persists today. On diagrams of the 65
leadership process, ‘punishing disobedient subordinates’ rarely appears.

8

Others explore the idea that leadership is a form of captivity, in which one is both
separated from others and exposed to their judgment. In his essay ‘Shooting an
Elephant’, George Orwell describes his time as a policeman in colonial Burma. Often,
he suggested his decisions were informed by his fear of shame, by the fact that ‘my 70
whole life, every white man’s life in the East, was one long struggle not to be laughed
at’. Sometimes, it is the people supposedly under one’s control who really call the shots.

9

To some extent, leaders are storytellers; really, though, they are characters in stories.
They play leading roles, but in dramas they cannot predict and do not always
understand. Since the serialised drama of history is bigger than any one character’s arc, 75
leaders cannot guarantee our ultimate narrative satisfaction. In addition, events, on the
whole, are more protean than people, and leaders grow less satisfying with time as the
stories they are ready to tell diverge from the stories we want to hear. Finally, our desire
for a coherent vision of the world is bottomless, which parallels our insatiable hunger for
leadership. Leaders make the world more sensible, but never sensible enough.
80

10 Should our leaders keep this in mind? Do we want them to lead with a sense of
submerged irony, of wistful self-awareness? When we are swept up in the romance of
leadership, we admire leaders who radiate authenticity and authority; we respect and
enjoy our ‘real’ leaders. At other times, though, we want leaders who see themselves
objectively, who resist the pull of their own charisma, who doubt the story they have 85
been rewarded for telling. ‘If a man who thinks he is a king is mad’, Jacques Lacan
wrote, ‘a king who thinks he is a king is no less so’. A sense of perspective may be
among the most critical leadership qualities. For better or worse, however, it is the one
we ask our leaders to hide.
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2
Read the passage in the Insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.
NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE and you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you
must still use your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only
copy words and phrases from the passage.
1. Why would people who fetishise leadership ‘find themselves longing for crisis’ (line 1)?

[2]

2. Why has the author placed brackets around the comment in lines 8–9?

[1]

3. In paragraph 2, the author states ‘our faith in the value of leadership is durable’ (line
11). Give the example that the author provides to support this and explain what it
indicates about leadership. Use your own words as far as possible. [3]

[3]

4. Using your own words as far as possible, explain what the author suggests is
lacking in the past idea of leadership in lines 25-28.

[1]
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5. In paragraph 4, the author claims that ‘for a long time, leadership experts remained
nostalgic for old-type leaders’. How does the remainder of the paragraph illustrate his
assertion? Use your own words as far as possible.

[2]
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6. Using material from paragraphs 5–7 only (lines 39–66), summarise what the author has
to say about the changes to leadership brought about by the process model.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words
which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
The author feels that leadership...

[8]
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7. Explain what the author means by describing leadership as ‘a form of captivity’ (line 67).
Use your own words as far as possible.

[2]

8. In lines 73–76, what similarities does the author see between leaders and characters in
stories? Use your own words as far as possible.

[3]

9. Using your own words as far as possible, explain the analogy which the author uses
in lines 86–87.

[2]

10. In light of the final paragraph, why does the author describe ‘a sense of perspective’
(line 87) as something ‘we ask our leaders to hide’ (lines 88—89)? Use your own
words as far as possible.

[1]
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11. Joshua Rothman writes about some ways in which leadership is carried out. How
applicable are the different types of leadership, relating your arguments to your own
experience and that of your society?
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[10]
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Answersfor2017GeneralPaperPreliminaryExaminationsPaper2
*Note:Acceptliftforleaders/leadershipthroughout.
Question
1. Whywouldpeople whofetishiseleadership
‘findthemselveslongingforcrisis’(line1)?[2]
ReworkedfromQ2,GCE2016

Paraphrased/inferredfrom
For(a):Acceptable tolift“emergency”butstill
necessarytohaveitasthecontext(musthave
theintensityofadisaster).Focusisonthe
avoidance.
For(a):Saving/salvageisnottheideaof
avoidance
For(b):BODif‘emergence’isnotpresent
For(b):BODifeither‘strong’or‘electrifying’is
seen.
For(b):Cannotawardifattributesarenot
present.

Theyyearnforemergency,dreamingofa
doomsdaytobenarrowlyaverted.(lines1Ͳ2)

a. Peopledesireforadisasterthatwouldbe
barelyavoided,[1]

…itsuggeststhatwehavearrivedatamoment
welcomingtheemergenceofastrongand
electrifyingleader.(lines7Ͳ8)

b. whichsignals/heraldsthe
rise/appearance/arrivalofa
powerful/able/forcefulperson.[1]

2. Whyhastheauthorplacedbracketsaround
thecommentinlines8—9?[1]

Note:Focusisoncontext (ofdecisiveness),not
onthefunction

ReworkedfromQ3,GCE2013
(Trump,avoiceͲoverexplains,will‘quicklycut
theheadofftheDaeshͲandtaketheiroil’).

a. Theadditionalinformationrevealstheauthor’s
opiniononhowstrongleaderswoulddotheir
workdecisively/gettotherootoftheproblem.
[1]

3. Inparagraph2,theauthorstates‘our faithin
thevalueofleadershipisdurable’(line11).Give
theexamplethattheauthorprovidestosupport
thisandexplainwhatitindicatesabout
leadership.Useyourownwordsasfaras
possible.[3]

For(c):Aslongas‘feedbackloop’iscaptured,
award1m

CE 2015
ReworkedfromQ3,GCE2015

Theauthorillustrateshisdescriptionbyciting
how

a. Illustration:voterswhosupportTrump(accept
Illlu
lustration: voters wh
who
o su
lift
of ‘vvot
of
oter
oter
e s wh
who
o su
supp
pp
por
ortt T
liftof‘voterswhosupportTrump’)[1]

voters
rs wh
rs
who
en th
hough vo
Pollssuggestthat,eventhoughvoterswho
supportTrumparefrustratedwiththepeoplein
usttraated wiith
h th
thee pe
peop
ople
op
l in
n
charge,theyarenotdisillusionedabout
disilllll us
usione
ned
ne
d about
ab
b
th
hey arre at
attr
trac
tr
accte
ted
d to
o
leadershipingeneral:theyareattractedto
uallitiies’ and
d to an
Trump’s‘leadershipqualities’andtoan
authoritarianviewoflife.(lines12Ͳ15)

b
They are en
nti
tice
ced
ce
d by th
the
he le
b.. Theyareenticedbytheleadershipattributes
(tha
(t
hat Trum
hat
ha
mp possses
esse
s s) beca
se
(thatTrumppossesses)becauseoftheir
anger/disa
appoint
n ment towa
nt
anger/disappointmenttowardstheircurrent
leaders.[1]

Inasense,theyarecaughtinafeedbackloop.
Theglorificationofleadershipmakesexisting
leadersseemdisappointingbycomparison,
leadingtoanevermoredesperatesearchfor
‘real’leaderstoreplacethem.(lines15Ͳ17)

c. Theystillbelievethattherearepeople
elsewherewhodemonstrateauthentic/actual
leadershipattributes,and,assuch,
constantly/endlesslylookfornewleaderstotake
over/supplantcurrentleaders.[1]
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Question
4. Usingyourownwordsasfaraspossible,
explainwhattheauthorsuggestsislackinginthe
pastideaofleadershipinlines25Ͳ28.[1]

ReworkedfromQ6,GCE2016

Still,casestudiesandbooksofleadershipadvice
donotadduptothekindofsystematic
descriptionyouwouldneedinordertosaythat
someonehas’leadershipqualities’.Theattempt
tocreatethatdescription–todevelop
essentially,ascienceofleadership–…(lines
25Ͳ28)

5. Inparagraph4,theauthorclaimsthat‘fora
longtime,leadershipexpertsremainednostalgic
foroldͲtypeleaders’.Howdoestheremainderof
theparagraphillustratehisassertion?Useyour
ownwordsasfaraspossible.[2]

ReworkedfromQ8,GCE2014


Inthenineteenthcentury,bookssuchasThomas
Carlyle’s‘OnHeroes,HeroͲWorship,andthe
HeroicinHistory’attemptedtoisolate,through
historicalsurveys,thecharactertraitsof‘great
men’.Wellintothetwentiethcentury,many
scholarselaboratedona‘traitmodel’of
leadership.(lines30Ͳ34)
Agreatdealoftimewasspentthinkingabout
howleadershipqualitiesmightbedetected,so
thatleaderscouldbeidentifiedinadvanceof
theirelevation.(lines36Ͳ38)

Theyproposedthatleaderspossessedcertain
personalitytraitsͲcourage,decisiveness,
intelligence,attractiveness,andsoonͲthat
madethemintrinsicallycharismatic,withno
respectforbureaucracy.(lines34Ͳ36)

7.

Explainwhattheauthormeansbydescribing
leadershipas‘aformofcaptivity’(line67).
Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible.[2]


ReworkedfromQ3,GCE2014



Paraphrased/inferredfrom
Note:Needtohaveboth‘systematic’and
‘description’capturedintheanswerfor1m.

Theauthorsuggeststhatitis


a. themethodical/structuredattemptto
define/explainthecriteriaforsomeone
possessingleadershiptraits/attributesorthe
featuresofaleader.

Note:(b)needstohavetheideaof‘certain’to
have1m.

Theauthordemonstratestheideaby 





a. highlightingpastworks/worksacrosstimethat
haveshownhow[1] 











b. peoplethoughtthatleadersneededtohave
particularcharacteristics/attributes[1]ORhave
desirable/positivecharacteristics/attributes[1]

c. whichallowedthemtobeinnately
winning/attractive/compelling[1],

winn
nn
nning/attractive/com
om
mpe
p lli

d. andignoretheprevailingrulesgoverning
an
nd ig
igno
nore th
the prev
evvailing
leadership/notabidebyprotocols/rules[1]
le
ead
a ership// no
nott ab
bid
ide
de by pro

Note:Firstmarkgoestopointa,secondmark
N
No
t : Firsst markk goes to poin
te
goestoanypointbetweenbͲd.
Theauthormeansthatleadershipcan
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Question

Paraphrased/inferredfrom

…inwhichoneisbothseparatedfromothers
andexposedtotheirjudgment.(lines67Ͳ68)

a. (literal)isolate/detachapersonfromothers[1]
and
b. (inference)andforceapersontosubmittothe
views/wishes/demands of others. [1] OR be
vulnerable/lefttothecriticismsofothers.[1]

Note:For(c),focusisonthe‘narrative
satisfaction’
*Forstudents:Needtobeclearthateverypoint
mustclearlyshowacomparisonbetweenleaders
andcharacters


Bothleadersandcharactersinstoriesare
a. main/important/pivotal/key/chief/
prominentcharacters/protagonists/players
[1]
b. unabletoforesee/anticipatewhatwill
happennext,[1]

c. unabletocomprehendwhyeventsunfoldas
theydo,[1]

d. unabletoassure/promiseanoutcomethat
wewillbecontentedwith/is
fulfilling/rewarding/pleasing.[1]

Note:3mforany3outof4points.
Note:(a)canbeawardedif(b)isabsent,evenif
thereisn’tacomparativeelement.(b)willneed
theintensityof‘nolessso’for1m.


Justas 
a. anordinarymanwhothinkshehasgreat
significanceisseenasinsane,[1]
b. aleaderwhoistooselfͲawareofhis
greatness/selfͲabsorbedisdeemedequally
irrational/insane/foolish/delusional.[1]

8.

Inlines73Ͳ76,whatsimilaritiesdoesthe
authorseebetweenleadersandcharacters
instories?Useyourownwordsasfaras
possible.[3]


ReworkedfromQ2,GCE2014


Theyplayleadingroles,(line74) 

butindramastheycannotpredict(line74)

anddonotalwaysunderstand.(line75)

Sincetheserialiseddramaofhistoryisbigger
thananyonecharacter’sarc,leaderscannot
guaranteeourultimatenarrativesatisfaction.
(lines75Ͳ76)

9. Usingyourownwordsasfaraspossible,
explaintheanalogywhichtheauthorusesin
lines86—87.[2]

ReworkedfromQ5,GCE2010(questionon
figurativelanguage)

‘Ifamanwhothinksheisakingismad’,Jacques
Lacanwrote,‘akingwhothinksheisakingisno
lessso’.

10. Inlightofthefinalparagraph,whydoesthe
al paragr
paa grrap
p
a h
h,, wh
hy do
d ess th
t e
a sens
n e of peerspe
p ct
pe
ctive’
e’ (l
e’
(lin
in
ne
authordescribe‘asenseofperspective’(line
‘w
we assk ou
ur leeaad
derrs to
o hide
de’’
de
87)assomething‘weaskourleaderstohide’
se yo
y ur
u own wordss ass faar
(lines88—89)?Useyourownwordsasfar
aspossible.[1]

ReworkedfromQ9,GCE2016

Should our leaders keep this in mind? Do we
want them to lead with a sense of submerged
irony, of wistful selfͲawareness? When we are
swept up in the romance of leadership, we
admire leaders who radiate authenticity and
authority; we respect and enjoy our ‘real’

W ile selfͲawarenes
Wh
esss is im
a. WhileselfͲawarenessisimportantfor
lead
dersh
ship
shi
ip, it iiss ulti
ulti
ul
tima
m te
ma
tely
ly th
leadership,itisultimatelythepeople’s
dessires//ex
expe
expe
pect
ctat
ct
aattions tth
hat ar
desires/expectationsthatarethemost
important.[1]
im
mportant. [1
[1]]



Forstudents:
Yellow:Whatpeoplewant(objective
selfͲawarenesswhichispositive/leaderswhosee
themselvesasimportant,whichisnegative)
Green:Whatisobjectivelyimportantfor
leadership.
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Question
Paraphrased/inferredfrom
leaders.Atothertimes,though,wewantleaders
who see themselves objectively, who resist the
pull of their own charisma,who doubt the story
they have been rewarded for telling. ‘If a man
who thinks he is a king is mad’, Jacques Lacan
wrote, ‘a king who thinks he is a king is no less
so’. A sense of perspective may be among the
most critical leadership qualities. For better or
worse,however,itistheoneweaskourleaders
tohide. 

6.Usingmaterialfromparagraphs5—7only(lines39—66),summarisewhattheauthorhastosay
aboutthechangestoleadershipbroughtaboutbytheprocessmodel. 

Writeyoursummaryinnomorethan120words,notcountingtheopeningwordswhichareprinted
below.Useyourownwordsasfaraspossible. 

Theauthorfeelsthatleadership…

Liftedfromtext
Paraphrasedequivalent
1) Theyhavecometoseeleadershipas
A. Leadershipconstitutesvarious
somethingthatunfoldsinstages.(lines42Ͳ43)
phases/moments.

2) Aproblememerges,aleaderisselected,a
B. (crux:processofselection)Theleadership
goalisdeveloped,ateamisassembled,thegoal
identificationprocessisduplicatedwheneveran
isreͲevaluated,anditrepeats.(lines43Ͳ44) 
issue/obstaclecropsup.


3) Fromthisperspective,theworkinglifeofan

organisationbeginstolooklikeanunending
C. Leadersappeartomanagea
sequenceofleadershipevents.(lines44Ͳ46)
continuous/ceaseless/uninterruptedseriesof
incidents/occurrences.
4) Aleader’sjobistoshepherdtheteamthrough 
theleadershipprocess.(lines46Ͳ47)
D. Theleaderguides/directstheteamunder

him/her.


5) Processmodelsfavourthebureaucraticover
E. (inferred)Leadershipis
thecharismatic,(line48)
systematic/ruleͲgoverned,ratherthanbeing

appealing/compelling/captivating.
6) andhaveanumberofadvantagesovertrait
F. Theprocessmodelismorebeneficial
models.(lines48Ͳ49)
than
an
n/superior to/hass an ed
than/superiorto/hasanedgeovertraitmodels.


su
ugges
estt thatt le
es
lead
ader
ad
e sh
er
ship
ip
p is
ead
der
ersh
ship
hip
ip ca
c n bee picked
7) Foronething,theysuggestthatleadershipis
G. Le
Leadershipcanbepickedup/studied/grasped.
learnable:youjustobservetheprocess.(line49)
bserv
rvee th
rv
he process. ((llin
ne 49
49)
9)



8) Foranother,theyarecapableof
re capable off
The proc
o ess model is able
oc
H. Theprocessmodelisabletodistinguish
differentiatingbetweenthedesignatedleader,
betweenleaderswhoareappointed 
oftenabroadͲshoulderedwhiteguywithapower 
tieandacorneroffice,andtheactual…(lines

50Ͳ52)



9) …andtheactual,‘emergent’leadersaround
I. Real/true/naturalleaderswhoblossomwhen
whom,atparticularmoments,eventscoalesce.
incidents/situations/crisescometogether
(lines52Ͳ53)
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Liftedfromtext

Paraphrasedequivalent

10) Researchshowsthatworkplacesoften
functionbecauseofunrecognisedemergent
leaders,manyofthemwomen.(lines53Ͳ54)

J. Companiesworkwelldueto
anonymous/hiddenleadership.(Bothconditions
mustbepresentforpointJtobeaccepted)

K. Leadershipisnotaname/label/title




L. Leadershiphastobecarried
out/undertaken/moreofabehaviour/conduct. 

M. Previously,leadersdemanded/ordered,
currentlytheyadviseon/propose/recommend
actions.

N. Leadershipandpowerhavebeen
separated/disconnected.

Note:nocredittobegivenhere.




O. Leadershipwastoneddown/moderated.


P. Leaderscouldnotbe
authoritarian/oppressive,

Q. Leadersshaped/encouragedpeople(full
creditcanbeawardedforaddressinganyoneof
thethreeconditions)

Cruxforpoint18:“distinction”
R. LeadershaveamorepositiveinfluenceOR
Leadershaveapositiveinfluencewhereas
managersaremore
negative/demanding/disciplinary.

11) Mostfundamentally,processmodels
acknowledgethat‘beingaleader’isnotan
identity(line55)ORItisnotsomeoneyouare
(line55Ͳ56)

12) but,rather,asetofactions.(lines54Ͳ55)OR
Itissomethingyoudo.(lines55Ͳ56)
13) Leaders,moreover,usedtocommand;now
theysuggest.(line57)
14) Conceptually,atleast,leadershipandpower
havebeendecoupled.(lines57Ͳ58)

In1927,PersonnelJournalcitedanexpertwho
definedleadershipas“theabilitytoimpressthe
willoftheleaderonthoseledandinduce
obedience,respect,loyalty,andcooperation.” 
15) ButaftertheSecondWorldWar,theconcept
ofleadershipsoftened.(lines60Ͳ61)
16) Leaders,itwassaid,werenotdictatorsor
tyrants;(line61)

17) insteadoforderingusaround,they
influenced,motivated,andinspiredus.(line62)


18) Adistinctionbegantoemergebetween
leadership,whichwassaidtobeinspirational,
andmanagement,whichwasseenasmore
punitive.(lines62Ͳ64)

OR 

18)(Asthebusinessbookshaveit,‘managers
ook
oks ha
ha it, ‘ma
have
mana
ma
nage
na
erss
require…leadersinspire’.)Thedistinction
pire
e’.)) Th
The disstin
inct
in
ctio
ct
ion
io
n
persiststoday.(lines64Ͳ65)
64Ͳ65
65)
65)

19)Ondiagramsoftheleadershipprocess,
e leadersh
d hip process,
“punishingdisobedientsubordinates”rarely
b di
”
l
appears.(lines65Ͳ66)


SS.. Leadersseldompenalise/discipline
L aderrs seldom
Le
om penalise/
d
fi
/ ib h i
defiance/misbehaviour.


MarksTable(basedon19points)
Points
Marks


0
0

1Ͳ2
1

3Ͳ4
2

5Ͳ6
3

7Ͳ8
4

9
5

10
6

11
7

>12
8
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Samplesummary(120words)

Theauthorfeelsthatleadership…

(A)constitutesvariousphasesand(B)theyareduplicatedwheneverissuesappear.(C)Leadersappear
tomanageacontinuousseriesofincidentsand(D)guidetheirteam.(F)Theprocessmodelismore
beneficial than trait models (E) although leaders are systematic, rather than captivating, as (G)
leadership can be studied. (H) The process model distinguishes between leaders appointed and (I)
thosewhoarerealandblossomduringcrises.(J)Companiesworkwellunderhiddenleadership.(K)
Leadershipisnotalabel,and(L)moreofabehaviourwhichhastobeundertaken.(M)Leadersadvise
actions now rather than order as (N) leadership and power are disconnected. (O) Leadership is
moderate and (P) leaders cannot be oppressive, (Q) Leaders shape people and (R) have a positive
influence,whereasmanagersaremoredisciplinary.(S)Leadersseldompenalisemisbehaviour.(120
words)



11. Joshua Rothman writes about some ways in which leadership is demonstrated. How applicable
are the different types of leadership, relating your arguments to your own experience and that of
yourownsociety? 

Note: 
• How applicable is the first demand; “the different types of leadership” is the second
demand(studentsmustpickoutprocess/traitmodelsandthevariousfeaturesofthemodels
togetB2andabove).Notaboutthefeaturesortraitsofleadershipbutthemodels. 
• If there is some mention of the model, requirements would be more clearly met, but
coherencemayfluctuate.

Pointsthatcanbedeveloped: 
TheTraitModelanditsFeatures
1. … they are attracted to Trump’s Notapplicable
‘leadership qualities’ and to an In Singapore there is a much greater desire for
authoritarian view of life… The leaders who are empathetic and personable,
glorification of leadership makes rather than leaders who are strongmen and
existing leaders seem disappointing by dictatorial. We saw that in Singapore’s 2011
comparison, leading to an ever more parliamentary election where the historically
desperate search for ‘real’ leaders to popularPeople’sActionParty,lostsomepopular
support from Singaporeans because they had
replacethem
allegedly not been listening to the concerns of
thepeople.AheavyͲhandedapproachwherethe
views
of the
the common
common
man
ws of
on
n ma
m
n are ignored is thus
view
unlikelytobeappreciatedbySingaporeansandin
unli
ikelyy to bee ap
appr
prec
pr
e ia
ec
iate
teed by
response
calls
resp
sp
ponse
se to
tto
o cca
alllls for
fo
or more
more open dialogue, the
government
go
overnmentt launched
laun
la
unch
un
c ed REACH
ch
REA 1 , a government
ffeedback
fe
ed
dback un
unit
itt wh
hic
ich
h encou
unit
which
encourages active citizenry
b
by
avingg aa pl
lat
a form for
for citizens to air their
by h
having
platform
concerns.
2. They proposed that leaders possessed Applicable
certain personality traits Ͳ courage, Wehaveleaderswhopossessgreatcharismaand
decisiveness,
intelligence, are able to hold the attention of many
attractiveness, and so on Ͳ that made international diplomats. Our late former prime
them intrinsically charismatic, with no minister, Mr Lee Kuan Yew was one such leader

1

 https://www.reach.gov.sg/
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respectforbureaucracy.

3.

4.

5.

6.

withincrediblepresencethathewasabletogain
an audience with many prominent political
leaders in the world despite representing
Singapore, a small state. In the 1960s, he
uncovered a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
plotwhichtheUnitedStatesattemptedtocover
up by bribing Mr Lee. However Mr Lee had the
extraordinary courage to rebuff the USD 3.3
millionbribeanddemandaformalapology. 2

Notapplicable
In Singapore, leaders are valued for their ability
toplaninanorganisedmannerandbemindfulof
the right processes. In fact in the CIA scandal, it
was Mr Lee’s respect for bureaucracy which
enabled him to look past the personal gain that
he was presented with and instead to abide by
what was appropriate. Mr Lee’s charisma, with
hissenseofbureaucracy,waswhatallowedhim
to instead request for a larger sum to drive
Singapore’seconomicdevelopment.
TheProcessModelanditsFeatures
They have come to see leadership as Applicable
something that unfolds in stages. A InSingaporeleadersarechosenthroughacareful
problem emerges, a leader is selected, process of being triedͲandͲtested rather than
a goal is developed, a team is basedontheireloquence.Thegovernmentlooks
assembled, the goal is reͲevaluated, at leadership renewal as something intentional.
anditrepeats.
TheministersinthetopͲtiersofgovernmentare
Processmodelsfavourthebureaucratic groomed by rotations through different
overthecharismatic
ministries where they take on various portfolios
to understand different facets of the county’s
needs.3
For one thing, they suggest that Applicable
leadershipislearnable:youjustobserve We rarely see leadership as something that
theprocess.
simply comes naturally but see it instead as
somethingwecanpickup.InSingaporethatisa
large market for leadership training courses and
children even in primary school, can go for
courses which claim to teach leadership skills
during their school holidays. The Learning Lab
runsaFutureLeadersProgrammewhichaimsto
prepare its students to “achieve their academic
and
d le
l adership dreams
mss”4..
andleadershipdreams”
Leaders, moreover,
oreeover
ovver
er, us
used
sed to
to co
comm
command;
man
nd;
d; Applicable
App
pliccab
able
abl
le
nowtheysuggest/Leaders,itwassaid,
ugggest/
t// Le
L ad
derrss,, it wa
wass said
id,, Singaporehasoftenbeencriticisedinthepastfor
id
Sing
nggapor
ore ha
has oft
has
offten be
been cr
werenotdictatorsortyrants;insteadof
ctattor
orss or tyrants; in
nst
stea
ead
ea
d of lacking
laack
c ing much
much
ch
h freedom
free
fr
eeedo
dom
m as
ass its
it leaders carried too
ordering us aar
around,
they
rou
ound
nd, th
nd
they
e in
ey
iinfluenced,
nfl
flue
uenc
ue
ncced,
ed, much
ed
Mr Lee Kuan
m ch
mu
h authority
auth
th
hor
oriity over
over
ov
e its
its people.
p
Yew,
ourr former
form
mer prime
prime minister was often
Yew, our
motivated,andinspiredus.
and inspired
d us.
accused of being too heavyͲhanded. However
thesedays,suchapositionisunlikelytoworkas
Singaporeans now desire leaders who are
empathetic and personable, such that they are


 http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/improperͲactivitiesͲbyͲamericanͲofficials
3
 http://www.straitstimes.com/politics/shapingͲsingaporesͲ4thͲgenͲleadership
4
 https://www.thelearninglab.com.sg/aboutus/futureͲleadersͲprogram/
2
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abletocommunicateandinspirecitizens.Wesee
thattodaywithourPrimeMinisterMrLeeHsien
LoongandhiswifeHoChingwhomakeeffortsto
engage and encourage active learning amongst
the Singapore population through their social
media engagement. Mr Lee Hsieng Loong has
often been praised for his interesting and
authentic social media posts that shows his
interest in coding and other fascinating sites he
observesaroundSingapore.5



http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pmͲleeͲhsienͲloongͲmarksͲ3rdͲyearͲonͲsocialͲmediaͲwithͲvi
deo
5
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