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For each question from 1 to 10, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 of 4) and shade your answer on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(10 marks)
1 He for his exams for a month now.
(1)  study
(2) studies
(3) had studied -
(4) has been studying
2 he tried very hard, he did not qualify for the Swimming Heats.
(1) Since
(2) Despite
(3) Although
(4) Because
3 Please submit the document to Mrs Chong and
(1) I
(2) me
(3) mine
(4) myself
4 Jacob's friends, as well as his mother, ___going to the movies with him
in a few minutes. ;
(1) is
(2) ae
(3) was
(4) were
5 Jack came with an idea at that exact moment.
(1 uw
(2) out
(3) .down
(4) forward
2018 ACS (J) P5 EL SA1 A-1
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6 The blue car cut me and almost caused an accident.

(1)
@)
(3)
(4)

up
off
out
down

7 He was quite far away so we could not make what he was saying.

(1)
(2)
)
(4)

up
off
out
over

8 She was sorry, she?

(1) isn't
(2) didn't
(3) wasn't
(4) doesn't

9 Sam, dog has fallen ill, is going to the vet.
(1) that
(2)  which
(3) who's
(49) whose

10 hard he tried to convince his parents, he was not going to get his wish.
(1) Very
(20 However
(3) Therefore
(4) Regardless
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For each question from 11 to 15, four opfions are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(5 marks)
11 Being humble means that one should not his wealth.
(1) flaunt
(2) refrain : o
(3) conceal
(4) suppress
12 | nodded discreetly at him to make sure that he did-not
(1) breakaleg
(2)  hit the sack
(3) give the game away
(4)  hitthe nail on the head
13  As a result of being caught cheating in an examination, the candidate was
from taking further examinations.
(1) remanded
(2) authorised
(3) disqualified
(4) reprimanded
14 After purposely knocking her bowl of noodles onto the floor, Olivia looked at the girl
with ‘
(1)  contempt
(2)  sympathy
(3) reverence
(4)  admiration
16  Little by fittle, it on me that my helper really cared for us.
(1) harped
(2) dwelled
(3) dawned
(4) touched
2018 ACS (J) P5 EL SA1 A-3
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For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underiined
word(s). Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

Imagine a packet of char kway teow which has seen better days. It's a gloomy colour
(16)
and is literally crawling. There are maggots devouring what is a perennial Singapore dish.

A research team at the National University of Singapore is digging into one of the country’s
(17)
biggest challenges ~ food wastage ~ by taking a novel approach involving black soldier flies

and their larvae. Black soldier flies are nota typical pesky type of insect buzzing around
(18)
garbage and spreading germs as one might expect. They are clean and helpful when it
(19)
comes to eradicating waste and will be mobilised on the front line of keeping Singapore

spotless by helping decompose food, and acting as feed themselves.
“Itis very clean food, It's free of the bacteria that we noimally would have to be worried
(20)
about,” he said, adding a bit reluctantly that *he’s not a big fan of eating insects. Some

people get a kick out of it. But not me,” said Assistant Professor Nalini Puniamoorthy.

Adaptled from ‘How flies and maggots are being bred to eaf your food waste and keep Singapore clean’

16 (1) nibbling
(2) gobbling
(3) annihilating
{(4) appreciating

17 (1) similar
(2) regular
(3) familiar
(4) peculiar

18 (1) trivial
(2) hindeiing
(3) inessential
(4) advantageous

19 (1) cutting in
(2) cutting up
(3) cutting off
(4) cutting down

20 (1) boldly )
(2) rashly
(3) hesitantly
(4) enthusiastically
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Study this brochure carefully and then answer questions 21 to 28.

Singapore Museum Open House (Family Edition)
Every Saturday & Sunday in June 2018
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. i
FREE ENTRY for Singaporean Citizens

This June marks the start of Granny’s Short Stories, a series of storytelling
sessions with our friendly group of grandmothers. Kicking off the series is Mdm
Toh, author of The House on Richard Road, who will share her happy memories
of the long-lost fandscape surrounding her childhood home, where wild chenry
trees grew and cows and goats roamed. Plus, join us at our drop-in craft activity
 station to make your own “pet lizard” or visit Story of the Jungle to learn more
about Singapore’s flora and fauna. We also have special programmes such as a
literacy workshop to keep you meaningfully engaged during the June holidays!

f/Julia and Julian at the Dragon Playground — A Storytelling Session \
1.00pm & 3.00pm (30 min per session) | Singa-Play Gailery, Level 1 ’

The iconic dragon playground was built in 1979 and
remains a favourite with Singaporeans today. He
watches all that goes on and loves it when children
come to play with him and make new friends with
each other. Come and listen to the story of
Singapore’s favourite dragon playaround — the
guardian of friendships!

This programme is brought to you in collaboration
with Shield Publishing.  imited to a total of 35
children and parents on a first come, first served
basis. On-site registration starts 30 mins before each

X ion 'j
g _ —
\‘1

o

ff Young Explorer's Trail (Self-Discovery Tour)
Stoiy of the Jungle Exhibition | Basement

Have a blast exploring the museum’s prized
William Farquhar Collection of Natural History
Drawings with your young ones using an :
activity booklet! Leam about the plants and
animals of the collection at

the “ReMarkable” exhibition and embark on an s
adventure through the Sfory of the Jungle '
starting at the Farquhar Glass Statue.

Download the activity booklet online or pick up
\ a copy from the Museum’s Visitor Services

Counter (Level 1)
N " /
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il o

/s Granny's Short Stories !
{  2.30pm & 3.30pm (30 min per session) | Singa-Story Gallery, Level 2 i

Have you ever climbed a fruit tree in your backyard or played hide-and-
seek alongside goats and cows? In this fun storytelling session, Mdm
Toh Kah Hoe , author of The House on Richard Road, shares how
children enjoyed the great outdoors in Singapore almost 80 years.ago.
Featuring engaging dramatisation and interactive hands-on activities,
these sessions are a wonderful introduction to Singapore’s history and
heritage, as told through our grandmothers’ first-hand experiences!
Each session is limited to 15 children aged 7 to 12 Years old, on a firsf
come, first served basis. Register online af www.singaporemuseum.com.

- About the Storytelier

Mdm Toh Kah Hoe, 88, is a retired English
teacher who became a first-time book author
at the youthful age of 84. She is the author
of The House on Richard Road, a playful
children's book based on her childhood in
pre-war Singapore. She enjoys reading,
cooking, gardening, gallivanting with her-

H
%

%, friends and large family, and is currently

\{orking on her second book. REER% - A : /

Local Food Extravaganza
Singapore Museum Café

¥ The museuin café balanices nostalgia with
innovation in its restaurant design and offers

signature “Museum Special” dishes inspired
by stories from the exhibits.

The café creates inspirational dishes to
complement your museum visit and to
(, prolong your journey as you eat. Try the hew
\f Granny’s Chilli Crab Burger and Dragon

Pasta — both inspired by our local exhibits. /

L

Download our museum guide (available in 4 languages) fo find out about the
many other treasures in our various galleries. In the guide, you will also find
the floor plan for easier navigation. Enjoy your visit|
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Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



For each question from 21 to 28, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(8 marks)

21 What is the main aim of the brochure?

(1) To get people to try the new Granny's Chilli Crab burger.

{(2) Toinform the public about the new galleries and exhibits:

(3) Toget people to pay and contribute to the museum’s cost.

(4) To get the public to visit the museum and find out more about the new
galleries and exhibits.

22  Who is the main audience the museum is trying to attract for this Open House?

(1) Tourists

(2) Teenagers

(3) Food enthusiasts

(4) Parents with young children

23  What do the Dragon Playground Storytelling session and Granny’s Short Stories
have in common?

(1)  Both sessions cater to adults and children. ;

(2) Both sessions share Singapore’s heritage with children.

(3) Both sessions are based on a book written by a Singaporean.

(4) Both sessions require online registration at the Singapore Museum Website.

24  The brochure describes Mdm Toh Kah Hoe as youthful because

(1)  she wrote a book for children.

(2)  she still enjoys cooking and gardening.

(3) she shares happy memories of her childhood home.

(4) she published a book when she is considered a senior citizen.

25  Based on the brochure, which of the following is false?

(1)  You can find the floor plan of the museum online.

(2) The Museum and the Café collaborate to create a menu.

(3)  You can make your own pet lizard during the Open House.

(4)  You can obtain the activity booklet for the Young Explorer’s Trail in the
Basement.
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26 For the Dragon Playground Storyteliing session, which of the following is clearly not
true?

(1)  The first session ends at 1.30pm.

(2)  Youcan only register at the Singa-Play Gallery.

(3)  Ariving 15 minutes before the session guarantees a place.

(4)  Shield Publishing worked with the Singapore Museum to create this
storytelling session.

27  The Singapore Museum Open House (Family Edition) will run for
in June,

(1)  oneweek

(2) two weeks

(3)  every fortnight
(4) every weekend

28 From this brochure, we can conclude that
(1) the museum is not child-friendly
(2)  visiting the musetm is expensive

(3) thereare many other exhibits inside the museum
(4) the museum puts a lot of emphasis on exhibits about the future

END OF BOOKLET A
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 fo 38, in the passage below. From the fist of
words given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A
to Q) in the blank. The letters {1) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion

during marking. (10 marks)
(A)a (D) by (G) into (K) onto {N) to
(B)and (E) from (H) has (L) that (P) was
(C)about  (F) in ~ (eon (M) their (Q) were

Bovrilis the name of a thick and salty meat extract paste. It was developed

(29) the 1870s by John Lawson Johnston, it is sold in a
distinctive, bulb-shaped jar. Bovril is owned (30) Unilever.
Bovril can be made (31) a drink by diluting it with hot water,

or milk. it can be used as a flavouring for soups, pbroth, stews or porridge, or as

a spread, especially (32) foast. The first part of its name
comes (33) the Latin word “bos”, meaning "ox". Johnston took
the “~vril" from a popular novel (34) a superior race of

people, who derive their powers from a substance named "Vril". Therefore,

Bovril indicates great strength obtained from an ox.

In 2004, Unilever removed beef ingredients from the Bovril formula mainly

due to concems about decreasing sales, as (35) result of

the growing popularity of vegetarianism and public concerns about Mad Cow

disease. In 2006, Unilever reversed (36) decision and
reintroduced beef ingredients (37) the Bovril formula
once sales increased and the beef export bans (38) lifted.

Unilever now produces Bovril using beef and chicken extract.

Adapted from ‘Bovril -Then and Now’
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EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.
Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or grammatical error.
Write the correct word in each of the boxes. (12 marks)

(39)
Almost every pair of jeans has one. The smalf pocket abuff the main pocket on

(40) ' 41
the right side. Have you ever wonederd what it was for? If’s too tiny to held

anything, so why is it there at all?

(42)
Here is the reason — it was disigned for a pocket watch! Back in the 1800s,

43)

American cowboys wear jeans as work clothing which was its original purpose.

44) (45)
At that time wreest watches had not been invented yet so people use pocket

@6)
watches. These had chains and were usually carried on waistcoats.

- (47)
Cowboys had different needs. So the maykers of jeans added the small -

(48)
pocket so that cowboys could have a watch as they perform their chores.

(49) (50)
It has come a long way and has serve many other uses. It has also undergon

a few name changes as well. Now you know!

Adapted from 'So That's What its for
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Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)
Years ago, in a smafl town, a businessman owed a large sum of money to a money-lender.

The money-lender (51) the businessman’s daughter. He was old and
ugly, unlike the daughter who was {52) and attractive.
The money-lender said he would place two (53) into a bag, one

white and one black. The da ughter would reach into the bagand (54) -

out a pebble. If it was black, she would have to marry him. {f it was

(55) » the daughter wouldn't have to marry the money-lender. In both

cases, the debt would be considered (56)

Standing (57) a pebble-strewn path in the businessman’s garden,
the money-lender craftily picked up two pebbies, both black, and quickly put them in the bag.
However, the daughter had (58) it.

The wise daughter coutd (59) not to pick a pebble but this would mean

the debt remained. She could also choose to take both pebbles out of the bag and

(60) the money-lender for cheating. However, he would then
(61) revenge. Finally, she could pick a pebble from the bag knowing it
was black and (62) herself for her father's freedom.

She quickly drew out a pebble and accidentally’ (63) it into the midst

of the other pebbles on the ground before anyone could see. She said,

“Oh how (64) of me. Never mind, if you look into the bag for the one that

is left. You will be able to tell which pebble | picked.”
The pebble in the bag was obviously black. The money-ender had to

(65) along as if the pebble which the daughter had dropped was
white, and clear the father's debt. This story shows that to overcome a tough situation, one
must think outside of the box,

Adapted from ‘Thinking Outside the Box’
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For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the
word(s) provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your
sentence must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10
marks)

66. Kumar will not play in today’s football match. He is sick.

Since

67. Jess had prepared herself for the singing contest. She was nervous.

yet

68. Ali worked through the night preparing the project. He had a severe cold.

although

69. The class will visit the zoo today. If it rains, the visit will be postponed.
unless

70. Frederick told me, “l will meet you at the library.”
Frederick told me that

2018 ACS(J) P5 EL SA1 B-4

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



Read this passage and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)
At the end of long, trying week, a daughter complained to fer father that her
life was miserable and that she didn't know how she was going to make it. Her
friend. Maggie who had agreed to work with her on a college project, had
abandoned her to work with another friend, leaving her to struggle on her own.

The day before, her college professor had given the class an unexpected 5
surprise test which she performed below par. Finally, the essay she had been
working on had to be redone, meaning 3 days of work gone to waste. She was
tired of fighting and struggling all the time. it seemed just as one problem was
solved, another one soon followed.,

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with water and 10
placed each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to boil, he placed

potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground coffee beans in the
third pot.

He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his daughter. The
daughter moaned, wondering what he was doing. 15

After twenty minutes, he turned off the burners. He took the potatoes out of
the pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in
a bowl. He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to her, he
asked, “Daughter, what do you see?”

“Potatoes, eggs, and coffee,” she hastily replied. 20

“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and noted that they

were soft: He then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the
shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her to sip the coffee.
Its rich aroma brought a simile to her face.

"Father, what does this mean?” she asked. 25

He then explained that he was not giving a cooking lesseon. The potatoes,

the eggs and coffe beans each went through an ordeal. However, each one
reacted differently.

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling w ater, it
became soft and weak. The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting 30
its liquid interior until it was putin the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg
beacme hard. However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were

exposed to the boiling water, they changed the water and created something
new.

“Which are you?” he asked his daughter. "When adversity knocks on your 35
door, how do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or a coffee bean?”

In life, we will face problems, but what truly matters is what happens within
us and how we rise to the challenge. '
Adapted from Rising fo the Challenge’
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71. . Which 2-word phrase in paragraph 2 tells you that the daughter did not
do well in the surprise test? (1m)
72.  In paragraph 3, what did her father put in each of the pots? (2m)
73. Write 1, 2 and 3 in the blanks below to indicate the order of events faced
by the daughter in the story. (1m)
Her project partner abandoned her.
She had to do over her essay.
Her professor sprung a surprise test.
74. Inline 15, why did the daughter moan? (2m)
75. Choose words from |inés 21 to 24 that are opposite in meaning to the
words below. (3im)
hard
fix
gulp
76. Inlines 35 and 36, which sentence is used to describe the arrival of
challenging times? (2m)
2018 ACS({J) P5 EL SA1 B-6
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77.  From lines 29 to 34, what are the qualities of the egg and coffee after
the ordeal? (2m)

Quality of egqg

Quality of coffee
bean

78.  What do the fbllowing words refer fo? (2m)

its (line 24)

ordeal (line 27)

78.  From fines 29 to 34, state whether each statement in the table below is
true or false, then give one reason why you think so. (3m)

True/False Reason

Maggie had to
struggle with
the project on
her own.

The father was
teaching his
daughter how
to cook.

The coffee bean
did not change
the water.

80. According to the passage, a person who appears tough but is unable to
stand up to adversity can be compared to'potato, egg or coffee bean?
Support your answer with evidence from the passage. (2m)

END OF BOOKLET B
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| makers

) | performed

Q49) | served

Q50) undergone

liked seek
young sacrifice
pebbles dropped
| pull . clumsy
| white ! ? play

Since Kumar is sick, he will not play in today’s footbath.

Q67) | Jess had prepared herself for singing contest yet she was nervous.

Q68) | Ali worked through the night preparing the project although he had a sever
cold.

Pg1
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Q69) | The class will visit the zoo today unless it rains.

Q70) | Frederick told me that he would meet me at the library.

Q71) | Below par

Q72) | The father put potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground
coffee beans in the third pot.

Q73) {1,3,2 B

Q74) | The daughter moaned as she did not know what her father was doing.

Q75) | Hard — soft
Fix — break
Gulp —sip

Q76) | When adversity knocks on your door, how do you respond?

Q77) | The egg became hard.

The ground coffee beans changed the water and created something new.

Q78) | Its — the coffee
Ordeal — Being boiled

Q79) | False. Maggie who had agreed to work with father's daughter on a college
project, had abandoned her to work with another friend, leaving the father's
daughter to struggle on her own.

False. He wanted to teach his daughter how to have adversity.

False. The ground coffee beans were unique. After they were exposed to the
boiling water, they changed the water and created something new.

Q80) | Potato. The potato went in strong, hard and unrelenting, but in boiling water,
it became soft and weak.

Pg2
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Part 1: Situational Writing (15 Marks)
Question 1

The pictures below show Jeremy and his parents discussing plans for the upcommg
school holidays. Study the pictures carefully.

Jeremy, your father and | plan to
bring you to visit your grandma
in Malaysia during the school
holidays.

Great! Will
we be taking
the train?

I'll drive this time. We'll
set off at night on 1 June

2018 and reach there in ~ ,\
the morning of 2 June oM L <.
2018. <7 B
: - o
4 >
9, ﬁt : /
% o\ CAd)

| can't wait to go for long
walks with Grandmal

Ok... There are other
things | can do with
Grandma, like piecing
jigsaw puzzles!

Your grandma’s legs aren’t
. as strong as before, Jeremy!

You can hake
cookieswith
Grandma tool

Now, your job
is to write to
Grandma and
tell her about
our plans.
Also, let her
know we’ll be

there for a
week.

(Go on to the next page)
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Your Task
Imégine you are Jeremy.

“Write an email to your grandmother to tell her that your family will be visiting
her during the upcoming school holidays.

You are to refer to the given information for your email.

In your email, include the following information:

- how your family will get to her place

- when your f.amily is amiving

- how long your family will stay

- why you will not be taking long walks with her

- two activities you will be doing with her instead

You may reorder the points. Remember to write in complete sentences.

(Go on to the next page)
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Part 2: Continuous Writing (40 marks)

Write a composition of at least 150 words about
perseverance. '

The pictures are provided to help you think
about this topic. -

Your composition should be based on one or
more of these pictures.

Consider the following points when you plan
your composition:

. What was the challenge’é
. How did the person(s) overcome it?

You may use the points in any order and include
other relevant points as well.

END OF PAPER
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For each question from 1 - 20, three options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice {1, 2 or 3). Shade the correct oval (1, 2 or 3) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

Text 1

1. Which picture shows where Tom was calling from?

(

SR L 45 :
A
TN E
l:/i U);_UI”.‘ = )
! ¢ \
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Text 2

3.  Which activity is Jason’s sister not interested in?

Fitness Parkc

Which one of the three lines shows the order of the places that Jason and his
sister will go to?
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Text 3

5.  Which picture shows the venue for the Melody1.1FM Road Show?

6. Where will the 2™ prize winner be sitting?

|  Auditorium |
STAGE
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Text 4

8.  Why were Jack and his classmates eager to go on the learning joumney?

(1) A boat ride was included in the trip.
(2) It was a chance for them to be out of school.
(3) They had been anticipating the trip for months.

9. Why do you think the bus ride to the destination was the worst part of Jack’s
day?..

(1) The bus ride made Jack feel sick. :
(2) Being caught in a traffic jam made Jack feel anxious.
(3) The bus driver's reckless driving made Jack feel like he was on a roller coaster ride.

; lext5
10.  Which activity is Dolly not interested in?’
(1) painting
(2) sewing
(3) cooking
11. Why could Dolly not make up her mind about which course to sign up for?
(1) She had too many courses to choose from.
(2) She did not want to disappoint her mother.
(3) She felt the courses were too limited.
12, What was it about the Martial Arts course that attracted Dolly?
(1) Her father was thinking about it.

(2) She wanted to pick up something useful.
(3) She had watched a Martial Arts movie and liked it.
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Text 6

13. Which of the following is true? =

(1) Coffee is starting to become ;_Jopular.
(2) Many people only love coffee for its taste.
(3) Some people love to hear the grinder grinding the coffee beans.

14. Why do people use coffee as a mask?
(1) They love the colour of the coffee.
(2) They love the smell of the coffee.
(3) They love the feel of the coffee.

15. What can be said about the coffee chips?
(1) It is not available just yet.

(2) It is available in all supermarkeis.
(3) It is what many people are waiting for.

16. What does the fact that about 100 million people in America consuming cofiee
every day tell you?
(1) Coffee originated in America.

(2) The drinking of coffee is widespread in America.
(3) Americans must cut down on their coffee intake.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg



Text7

17. Where is the Singapore Botanic Gardens located?

(1) adistance away from the shopping district
(2) in the centre of the shopping district
(3) ai the edge of the shopping district

18.  Which of the statements about the Singapore Botanic Gardens is true?
(1) Itis open to visitors every day of the year.
(2) Itis open to foreigners on public holidays only.
(3) lts opening hours are similar to other gardens in the world.
19. How many sites in Singapore are UNESCO Heritage Sites?
(1) one
(2) two
(3) three
20. How do you know that the Tembusu Tree is significant to Singapore?
(1) It has 150 years of history.

(2) Itis on the Singapore $5 note.
(3) Itis well known for its unpleasant scent.

END OF PAPER
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For each question from 1 to 10, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(10 marks)

1 This cup of coffee tastes much than the one | drank yesterday.

(1)
()
(3)
4)

best
good
better
worst

2 “Where can | a new pair of spectacles?” Grandfather asked Mother.

(1)
()
(3
@

(1
(2)
(3)
(4)

get
got
gotten
getting

Samantha goes to bed, she brushes her teeth.

After
Before
Unless
Because

4  The traffic so heavy at this hour that the vehicles are moving at a snail's pace.

(1)
()
(3)
(4)

is
are
was
were

5 | saw the building during:the earthquake.

(1)
(2)
©)
)

collapse
collapses
collapsed

was collapsing

(Go on to the next page)
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10

“Grace _would have been punctual if she could, she?” her form teacher asked.

(1) didn’t
(2) hadn’t
(3) - couldn’t
{4) wouldn't

it was Amy, and not the boys, who prepared the food by

(1) itself

(2) herself
(3) himself
(4) themselves

If she the cage door, her pet rabbit will not escape.

(1) locks
(2) tocked
(3) had locked

{4) have locked

of these pencils is mine.

(1) All

(2) Both
(3) None
(4) Some

Thomas has an advantage the other competitors as he has been training under a
well-known coach.

(1) in
(2) to
(3) with
(4) over

(Go on to the next page)
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For each question from 11 to 15, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
; (5 marks)

1

12

13

14

15

Jane trying to complete her project which was due the next day.

(1) broke her back

(2) made a beeline
(3) held her horses
(4) saton the fence

Before taking any photogiaphs, it is advisable to read the ___ to find out how to
operate the camera.

(1) menu
(2) recipe
(3) manual
(4) questionnaire

Sheis as to which restaurant she should go to for dinner.

(1) intolerant
(2) indecisive
(3) insensitive
(4) independent

After being given a severe , the naughty boy leamt his lesson and turned over
a new leaf.

(1) backing
(2) prodding
(3) thrashing
(4) pounding

With his appetite, he can surely finish the whole pot of rice.

(1) voracious
(2) scrupulous
(3) meticulous
(4) sumptuous

(Go on to the next page)
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For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underlined word(s).
Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(5 marks)

“Your wife is in a serious condition,” the doctor said. "Whom do you want?”
“Whom do | want?” Mr Wick asked, standing outside the labour ward of the run-down hospital.

There was an awkward pause.
(16)
“Da you want to save your wife or your baby? We cannot save them both.”

Mr Wick paused. "Save my wife,” he said, holding back his tears. He could not give up the

ch?ngg of saving her. He hoped his wife of ten years could pull (t?gugh. There were five more

children waiting for her at home.

In the operating room, Mrs Wick was in agony. It was no ordinary labour pains. She gathered
(19)
her hands together and prayed. She had great faith within her tiny frame.

The nurses stared at the sight of heavily-pregnant woman, crying out to her God. They were at
their wits’ end. Little did they know a miracie was about to happen.

(20)
Adapted from ‘My Adventure of Faith’ by Colton Wickramaratne

16 (1) unlucky
(2) unexpected
(3) unexplainabie
(4) uncomfortable

17 (1) plan
(2) invitation
(3) suggestion
(4) opportunity

(Go on to the next page)
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18

19

20

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
@)

retire
awake
rescue
survive

similar
normal
familiar
unusual

careless
helpless
faithless
reckless

(Go on to the next page}
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Study this article from a magazine, Shopaholic, carefully and then answer questions 21 to 28.

THE SHOPPING GUIDE

-Here’s an exciting peek of our recommendations just for you!

Timer Jars

These jars will open only at pre-
set times. They'll help me
exercise some self-control!

Heated Butter Knife

2333

1 love having some nicely
buttered toasts in the morning!
But when I'm in a rush, a cold

lump of butter is too hard to
spread. This heated butter knife
solves my problem!

Review on S - Mart - by Hayley Wong
This month | ended up making 3 personal purchases while checking out this online shop! |
could definitely have bought more things. There were just too many unique products that |
had never seen before in Singapore! Visit S - Mart.sg and you will understand my struggle.
For this issue, instead of featuring the shop’s bestsellers, | will let you in on what | bought.

Camping Stove

You only need to burn wood to
operate this device to enjoy a
barbecuel With this camping
stove, | can also charge my
mobile device by simply burning
wood in the stove.

{Go on to the next page)
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How did S ~ Mart come about?

37-year-old Sheila Kang started S - Mart two years ago. At that time, she was a tour guide
and travelled frequently. When her parents developed health problems, Sheila decided to quit |
her full-time job. To her, it was a_necessary move. Being an only child, she felt that it was her
duty to take good care of them. Although Sheila had some savings to fall back on, she knew that
it would run out in a few years’ time.

“l had chosen to be there for my parents, but | wanted fo make c_ahough money to give
them a comfortable life as well. | had just discovered online shopping then. It was so convenient!
| was amazed by how 1 could buy almost anything without stepping out of my house and braving
the crowd! It struck me that | could try setting up an online shop,” Sheila candidly shared,

When-Sheila was leading tours overseas, she kept a lookout for quirky, innovative
products.She knew of countless fascinating and useful products that were not available in
Singapore yet. Hundreds of those producis can now be purchased online at S - Mart.

Contribute to “The Shopping Guide”

Good things must be shared!
If you know of a noteworthy online shop, send your recommendation to our

reporter, Hayley Wong, at Hayley.wong@tsg.sq.

You will receive an exclusive “The Shopping Guide” goody bag if your
recommendation is featured!

(Go on to the next page)
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For each of the questions from 21 to-28, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make a choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet '
' T (8 marks)

21 Why were exclamation marks used in the section Review on S — Mart?

(1) to shock the readers

(2) to show the excitement of the writer

(3) to encourage the readers to buy the magazine
(4 to emphasize the importance of shopping online

22 Which of the fo|iowing statements about the products that Hayley VWong had
bought is correct? : :

(1) They are common in Singapore.

(2) The camping stove is battery-operated.

(3) A specific time can be set to unlock the timer jars.
(4) The heated butter knife can he used to toast bread.

23 Look at the section “How did S - Mart come about?” The phrase ‘a necessary
move’ in paragraph 1 refers to Sheila "

(1) using her savings

(2) starting an online shop

(3) quitting her fuli-time job

(4) discovering online shopping

24 Sheila Kang learnt about the products that she sells on S - Mart through

(1) shopping online

(2) magazine articles

(3) her previous work experience
(4) her friend’s recommendations

25 Which of the following statements about Sheila Kang is not true?

(1) She has no siblings.

(2) She is a filial daughter.

(3) She saves for rainy days.

(4) She leads tour groups in Singapore.

(Go on to the next page)
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26

27

What is Hayley Wong’s occupation and the nature of her work?

(1) She is a reporter and she reports on what online shops sell.

(2) She is a tour guide and she does research and visit countries.

(3) She is an online seller and she puts up items on sale on a website.

(4) Sheis an online shopper and she helps peaple to buy useful things online.

According to the article, a reader can receive an exclusive “The Shopping Guide”
goody bag when

(1) the reader sends in a recommendation

" (2) the reader’s recommendation is published
* (3) Hayley Wong receives the reader’s recommendation

(4) the reader buys from the online shop recommended by Rayley Wong

What is the main purpose of the article?
(1) to give readers a chance to win exciusive goodie bags
(2) to get readers to contribute to The Shopping Guide

(3) to attract readers to read The Shopping Guide
(4) toinform readers of how S — Mart came about

END OF BOOKLET A
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 to 38, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The letters (l)
and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

(10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE
(A) and (D) but (G) in (K) when (N) with
(B) are (E) can (H) is (L) while (P) of
(C) before (F) few (J) many (M) who Q) wup
Having a pet can benefit children in more ways than one. parents hope
(29)
that their children can become more caring responsible with a pet around.
(30)

Looking after a pet can help children develop empathy. They learn to read the pet's

different behaviours such as he needs food, comfort or medical attention. They
(31)
also learn to tune to an animal’s feslings of wanting love and companionship.
(32) :
Such children typically grow up into caring adults will be more sensitive to
(33)

other people’s feelings too.

Pets require regular feeding and exercise. older children can groom and
(34)
walk the pet, younger children learn to manage simple tasks such as filling the
(35)
pet's water and food bowls. Having pets a great way to make children not only
(36)

more responsible, but also gain confidence in doing so.
However, taking into account the day-to-day responsibilities &) pet

ownership, parents should think twice getting a pet. After all, keeping a happy
(38) '

and healthy pet is a lifetime commitment.

Adapted from “Should we get Junior a Pet” in My Alvernia, Issue 30

(Go on to the next page)
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Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or grammatical error. Write the correct
word in each of the boxes.

(12 marks)
Readers love stories with a plot twist. When it is done well, it gives
- (39)
the readers something new and intresting. It also makes the readers want to read more. Buf make
(40)
no mistake, unexpected story developemt is one of the hardest things to write.
(41)
There is however, some strategies you can use fo make writing easier.
(42) (43) :
Plot twists may appeearr anywhere within a story. After introducing a plot twist in the
(44) '
story, concider what the readers expect fo read. Then, find ways to give them more than what they
{45)
have expected and you will have successfully pulled up a delighted plot twist.

(46)
When setling up a plot twist, if is also important not to reveal foo many information.

Otherwise, the readers will be able fo guess what will happen and they are not going

(a7) (48)
fo be suprised. Withholding information also helps lo create susspence in the
(49)

story, kept the readers on the edge of their seafs.

Last but not Isast, remember not fo overuse plot twists. We do not always need fo include a

(50)
plot twist to weaved a compelling story. Sometimes, the less plot twists you use, the more

intrigued your readers will be.

Adapted from Wiriter’s Digest, October 2017

{Go on to the next page)
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Fill in each blank with a suitable word. ‘ (15 marks)

Honey has been used by countless cultures all around the world. It goes back so many

years that it is impossible to out exactly when the use of honey
(51)

first

(52)
Honey is the product because of the hard work of bees. In spring, worker bees fly

flower to flower to collect nectar. Théy store the hectar in a special type of

(53)

stomach converts it to honey. returning to their hive, these |
(54) (55)

worker bees will feed the honey to the bee larvae. -

But what makes honey so popular? Perhaps, it is the ease with which it can

be One can eat it directly, put it on bread a jam, or mix it in
(56) (57)

any beverage for a refreshing drink. Everything is sweeter a touch of honey.
(58)
There are also people who in the health benefits of honey. To them,
(59)
honey is a natural source of sugar, providing strength and energy their body.
(60) ,

For the same reason, many consume honey to boost their athletic performance
(61)

and to reduce muscle fatigue.

Another well-known health benefit of honey is antibacterial properties.
(62)

Honey is believed to be able to kill certain bacteria that cause infection. Hence, for many years,

honey is a common household remedy for sore throat and a large of
: (63)'
professional singers use honey fo their throats before performances.
(64)
{Go on to the next page)
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Almost everyone can use honey for infants under one year old. This is
(65)

because their digestive system is not yet ready to breakdown some substances found in honey.

Adapted from hitp:/www.realfoodforife.com

(Go on to the next page)
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For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided. Your
answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as the
meaning of the given sentence(s). '

(10 marks)
66  The waiter served the diners promptly.
The diners
67  Jason dropped out of the competition. His leg was injured.
because of
68  Everyone laughed at the girl. She asked a very foclish question.
such that
69 Mrs Tan listened to Mary’s explanation. She forgave Mary for breaking the vase.
Having
70  “l have a piano class after school today” said James.
James said
(Go on to the next page)
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Read this passage and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

Ruby and her little sister, Harriet, walked hand in hand down the path of willow trees.
It was the time of the year again to go ice skating at Harper Pond. As the chilly wind blew,
they walked closer together to stay warm.

At Harper Pond, Ruby saw that her friends were already skating around. She quickly
put on her skates and took off with a few powerful strokes while Harriet took her time to put 5
on hers. A line of girls swirled towards Ruby on skates. They circled around her and came
to a halt.

“Come on, Ruby,” cried Elise, “let's skate together.”

“Sure,” Ruby shouted, before turning to her sister, “Harriet, | will skate with you
laterl” 10

With that, Ruby and her friends skated over the ice at full speed, swinging in and out
of the low-hanging branches of the willow trees. Ruby was having a whale of a time. Soon,
the group broke off and Ruby crossed over to the other side of the pond. She was skating
freely on her own, oblivious to the fact that she was nearing an area where the ice was thin.

All of a sudden, with a crack, the ice under Ruby's feet gave way and Ruby tumbled 15
into the chilly water. Ruby was drawn under and the water closed over her. Thrashing
furiously, she surfaced and managed to scream, “Helpl” But no one came to her rescue.
Ruby looked over to where her friends had been swiiling just moments ago. They were all
running away.

“Run, the ice is breaking!” somebody shrieked. 20

Ruby’s water-soaked clothes were pulling her down. She struggled to keep her head
above the water by clawing at the ice, but it kept breaking away.

“Help,” Ruby screamed, “help mel”

Just when Ruby thought all hope was gone, somebody was working her way over
the ice. With a branch in her hand, Harriet shouted, “Ruby, I'm coming!” 25

Harriet crawled towards Ruby faster than anyone would have ever thought she
could. Stretching out on the ice, she inched forward till the branch was within Ruby’s reach.
In despair, Ruby grabbed the branch and held on to it for dear life. Although Harriet was
scared, she hung on. Ruby wanted desperately to get out of the icy water, but she did not
dare to pull too hard. She knew if she tried any harder, she would drag her little sister down 30
into the water too.

. Suddenly, a voice cried out from behind Harriet, “Hold on, Ruby! Don't let go,
Harrietl” It was Michael, their tall and strong neighbour. Pushing Harriet gently aside, he
grabbed the branch with both hands. Ruby felt herself hauled forward and out of the deep,

icy water. She lay as still as stone and looked into the pale face of Harriet. Tears streamed 33
down Harriet's cheeks as shé whispered, “We made it... we made it}"

“No, sister... you made it,” said Ruby, smiling feebly.

Adapted from ‘A Moment of Truth’ by Sigrun Srivastay

(Go on to the next page)
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ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

71 In paragraph 1; where were Ruby and Harriet going to for ice skating?[1m)}

72 Which sentences from lines 1-7 tells us that the weather was cold that day?{1m]

73 What was Ruby’s intention when she quickly put on her skates(lines5)?{2m]

74  Choose words from lines 15 -22 which have the same meanings as thé words below. [3m]

fell

rose

scratching

75 Write 1, 2 and 3 in the blanks below to indicate the order in which the events occurred in
the story. [1m]

Ruby skated alone.

Ruby left Harriet alone.

Ruby screamed for help.

(Go on to the next page)
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76 Look at the table below. What do the words in the left column refer to in the passage?

Write your answers in the column on the right. [3m]

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to
they (line 3) _ Ruby and Harriet
hers (line 6)

They (line 18)

somebody (line 24)

77  Which four-word phrase from line 15-25 tells us Ruby believed that no one was going to
rescue her? [1m]

78 Based on the passage, state whether each statement in the table is ‘True’ or ‘False’, then

give one reason why you think so. [3m]

TruelFalse Reason

Ruby’s friends tried to
rescue Ruby when she
called for help.

Ruby was worried that she
might drag her little sister

down into the water with
her.

Ruby only skated round
the willow trees.

(Go on to the next page)
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79

80

Which three of the following words correctly describe how Harriet felt in lines 26 - 367
Put a tick v in the box beside each of your answers. [3m]

angry frustrated
confused relieved
determined anxious
What do you think Ruby meant by saying Harriet ‘made it (line 37) although it was Michael

who pulled her out of the

icy water.

Support your answer by stating how Harriet ‘made it’. [2m]

11
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interesting

Before

| development

consider

| appear

find

| athletes

| started

Tits

53) | from

| number

- Q54) | which

| soothe

5): | After/Upon

Q66) | The diners

were se. by the waiter promptly.

Q67) | Jason dropped out of the competition because of his injured leg.

Q68) | She asked

such a foolish question that everyone laughed at her.
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Q69)

Having listened to Mary’s explanation< Mrs Tan forgave her for

breaking the vase.

Q70) | James said that he had a piano class after school that day.
Q71) | Kuby and Harriet were going to go to Harper Pond for ice skating.
Q72) | As the chilly wind blew, they walked closer together to stay warm.
Q73) | Ruby wanted to skate with her friends for a while as they were already
skating around.
Q74) | tumbled
surfaced
clawing
Q75) [2,1,3
Q76) | (line 6)-— Harriet’s ice skates.
(line 18)--- Rudy’s friends
(line 24) --- Harriet
Q77) | All hope was gone
Q78) | False / All of Rudy friends ran away for fear of falling into the water like
Rudy.
True / Rudy did not dare to pull to hard at the stick Harriet was using to
save her.
False / Rudy crossed over to the area where the ice was thin.
Q79) | determined
relieved
anxious
' Q80) | Rudy meant that it was Harriet who saved her life as she gave Rudy a

branch to hold on to.

Pg 2
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Section A: Grammar MCQ (10 x 1 mark)

For each of the folilowing, choose the correct answer and shade the correct oval (1,2,3,0r4)
on the OMS,

1. Neither Wéyne nor his sisters at the concert yesterday.
1) is
(2) are
(3) was
(4) were

. My mother was very angry with my brother and for breaking her favourite vase.

(1 1
(2) wus
(3) me
(4) myself
3. Jackson is the boy mother can cook really well.
(1)  who
(2) which
(3) whom
(4) whose
4. You'll keep this a secret for me, ?
(1) will you
(2) won't you
(3) would you

(4) wouldn’t you

5. If every one of us a ticket for the National Day Parade, we can go
there together.

(1) get

(2) gets

(3) have got -
(4)  had gotten
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10.

Mr Tanis nearly eighty years old, he can be seen taking brisk walks

in the park.

(1) Since

(2) While

(3) Unless

(4) - Although

Siti would like to help food for the Hari Raya gathering.
(1) prepare

(2) prepares

(3) prepared

(4) preparing

My neighbour asked if we her dog earlier.
(1) see

(2) saw

(3) hadseen

(4) haveseen

Although the cinema is three bus stops away, it is still walking
distance.

(1) at

(2) in

(3) within

(4) between

Ifl you, | would take part in the competition.
(1) am

(2) are

(3) was

(4) were
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Section B: Vocabulary MCQ (5 x 1 mark)

For each of the following, choose the correct answer and shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3, or 4)
on the OMS.

“11. My mother quickly turned off the stove as the kettle was shrilly.
(1)  singing
(2)  gurgling
(3) creaking
(4)  bubbling
12.  There are several coffee shops in the of our school,
(1) area
(2)  vicinity
(3) locality
(4) surroundings
13.  The students were in their decision to have their party held in the
canteen on Children’s Day.
(1)  united
(2) collective

(3) concerted
(4)  unanimous

14, * ," the coach said. "We have not won yet, so we should not start
celebrating!”

(1)  Siton the fence
- (2)  Hold your horses
(3) Keep the ball rolling
(4) Paddle your own canoe

15. MrGan Henry to answer the question in class.
(1)  calledin
(2) called on
(3)  called up
(4) called for
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Section C: Vocabulary Cloze (5 x 1 mark)

For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underlined
word(s) and shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3, or 4) on the OMS.

When fossil fuels are bumed, they will release poisonous gases into the air. These
combine with water in clouds to form acid rain. Acid rain is recognised as a (16) leading threat
to the Earth’s environment.

Acid rain is (17) devastaling to all forms of life, but its effects are especially (18) severe

in lakes, rivers, and streams. Few living things can survive in such conditions.

Acid can easily destroy materials such as stone and metal. Some of the world’s great
monuments, including the Colosseum in Rome, have (19) deteriorated due to acid rain. Acid
rain can also affect human health (20) adversely. It is therefore important to cut down on the

burning of fossil fuels.

Adapted from “hétps:/school.ebonline.com/levels/middie/article/acid-rain/272699"

16. (1) main
(2) massive
(3) dominant
(4) detrimental

17. (1) damaging
(2) disastrous
(3) dangerous
(4) distressing

18. (1) harsh
- (2) heavy
(3) strong
(4) serious

19. (1) womon
(2) womoff
(3) wom out
(4) worn down

20. (1) greatly
(2) negatively
(3) abnormally
(4) unfavourably
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Section D: Visual Text Comprehension (8 x 1 mark)

Kids Central Online

Brought to you by l

Great holiday fun awaits Yyou and your family! Get your parents to sign you up for these
activities as you deserve a good break after the mid-year examinations!

< Watch-Them-Play Climbing
26 May - 24 June

Watch-Them—Play Climbing House is the
newest edutainment hub in the north of
Singapore. It features a four-storey obstacle
course and eight different rock-climbing _ : :
walls, Allactivitiesareconducted indoors so e b SERTIE AN ) N,

you c¢an take part in them rain or shine! Enjoy 20% off all tickets sold. at the'ticketirig counter
during the June holidays. . s

: .
- que

< Bake King Baking Class
2 June — Pizza baking
3 June ~ Ice-cream making
4 June - Cupcake decorating

Bake King is conducting three different classes
during the June holidays, Please click here for
additionai information, Limited places are B
available. Sign up via the above link now to avoid L
disappointment. You can take home the baking tools you have used during the class.

«?

** Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO) Concert (Theme: Superheroes)
6 pm, 16 — 17 June

Be enthralled by the music specially put together by
the SSO. The concert will feature music from movies
like Superman, Spiderman, Wonder Woman and many
more. This free concert welcomes all. Come dressed
in your Superhero costumes as you have a picnic on
3 the lawn for an evening of music under the stars.
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% Changi Airport Kids Amazing Race
10 am 9-16 June
3 3

ity

If you are between the age of 7 and 12, get your running shoes ready. The super fun Kids
Amazing Race will send you running from shop to shop at Changi Airport Temminai 3 while
you complete as many challenges as you can. Form a team of four to join the race. The top
three teams each day will walk away with attractive prizes. Click here for registration details.

< Lights, Camera, Action! at Bishan Park
10 am or 2 pm, 23 — 24 June

Head down (o Bishan Park to participate in this
fun-filled workshiop on creating a unique family
video. Conducted by award-winning producer
Joseph Leong, this session will see all family
members pitching in as the director, script
writer, actors and other roles to produce your
family video. All families will get to bring home
the footage that they have filmed. Register
today and join us for a memorable day together!

< Sports Hub Water Festival
18 — 24 June

~ Have a splashing good time while you take part in
-water-based activities at the Sports.Hub during the last
week of the school holidays. Highlights include dragon
boat races, kayaking, stand-up paddiing and a mega
water gun fight.

You may click here and download a printable school holiday planner to help you in planning
your activities.

You may also click here and sign up for our mailing list and receive mfon'natlon about the
events you can take part in in future.

Adapted from Little Day Out. www littledayout.com
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