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General comments

Candidsies generally responded well to this paper, with the majority of candidates demonstrating a good
understanding of the passages and sound skills in expressing themsshves in Chinsse,

For Section 1, most candidates showed veny good comprehension skills and the languasgs used by most
candidaies was extremely compstent. | is strongly recommendsd that candidates read the guestons
carsfully before atempting to anawer to ensure their angewers are fully relevant. Candidaies should alsobe
reminded to wuse their own words o paraphrass the languags given in the passage and should svoid lifting
extendsd chunks of Ext In most cases, where candidsiss raly hesvily on lifting, it is not cear that they have
undersiood the text andfor the question.

In Section 2, it was evidant that most candidates were sware of the charscier limit and endesvoured o kesp
thsir angwers wathin that limit. Candidates nesd i read the questions carsfully, making sure ey unders End
the specific focus of the task. In some cases improvemeants in technigue could be made by working on
waTiting summarnies. contsining chear and informative seniences, rather than wsing up the characier count on
supsrfuous or imslevant information. Part of this exercise is to show an ability to summanse, and soit is
important that the points ane presented dearty, precissly and succinchy.
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Most candidates successfully expressed their summaries in continuous prose, whereas a few weaker
responses gave a list of examples from the passages. Logical linkage and coherent writing style are
necessary to achieve a high score. Candidates also need to remember that only points based on the
information given in the passages can be credited; they should avoid answering from their own general
knowledge or personal experience.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1, Question 1

The maijority of candidates answered the questions in this section well. Candidates are reminded to pay
attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all available
marks. A question worth 3 marks will require 3 distinct points.

It is important that candidates read both the reading passages and questions carefully to ensure that all
relevant details are included in their answer. Candidates are reminded to use their own words as much as
possible in order to gain higher marks for Accuracy. A small number of candidates lifted the wording of their
answers from the text without any attempt at rephrasing or targeting the specific demands of the question.

(a) Almost all candidates managed to score 2 marks for this question.

(b) (i) (ii) This question was very well answered. Most candidates were able to select and convey the
information from the passage relating to the perceived value of art and it’s effect on human
development.

(c) (i) The majority of candidates answered this question successfully and scored 2 marks about the
accessability of the study of science. A small number of candidates only identified 1 point and
needed to say that some people find science difficult as they consider it ‘too abstract’

(ii) Most candidates answered this question very well and were awarded 2 marks. Some candidates
needed to mention ‘¥ K &% /7 & £ 53X 89’ to gain the second point in identifying the differences
between art and natural science.

(d) This question required candidates to identify two art forms as discussed by the author (%@ and
X #18)/0 3/ 22 L ). Weaker candidates only listed examples of specific books or paintings
from the passage, which were not credited by themselves.

(e) A large number of candidates successfully explained why the author had chosen particular
examples to demonstrate the role of art as an educational tool. They gave detailed answers and
many candidates were able to paraphrase the wording of the text. A small number of candidates
did not manage to identify the reasons but focused instead on the effect, which did not fulfill the
requirement of the question.

(f) This was found to be the most challenging sub-question in Question 1 as it required interpretation
and explanation. Many candidates were able to analyse the author’s attitute towards art to gain 3 or
4 marks; others needed to use their own words to summarise the author’s attitude, which was not
always successful.

Accuracy

Most candidates were aware that there are 5 marks available for Accuracy of language in Question 1 and
showed that they had an excellent grasp of Chinese grammar, vocabulary and characters. Others needed to
be more careful either in their choice of appropriate vocabulary or to maintain accuracy in writing even simple
characters. Candidates also need to be aware that the highest marks for Accuracy will be awarded to
candidates who show they are able to use their own language to answer questions, rather than lifting
excessively from the reading passages.

Section 2, Question 2

Question 2 requires candidates to extract information from the two reading passages and use this
information to write a summary structured around the two bullet points given in the question paper. Many
excellent responses showed examples of carefully chosen language and varied sentence structures and
vocabulary as well as the correct use of characters.

Most candidates performed well in this year's examination, though this section continues to be most
challenging to candidates. Some candidates managed to identify the key points successfully from the
reading passages and showed a high level of linguistic competence to answer this question.
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Most candidates were aware that the response should be around 250 characters in length, whilst others
produced free-style and excessively long responses. Many excellent responses took the relevant points from
the passages and used them to structure a focussed summary with an orderly grouping of ideas. Candidates
should be reminded that their answers must be drawn from the points made in the reading passages, and
not from general knowledge or personal experience; marks are only awarded for relevant points which have
been found in the passages.

Candidates should be reminded that there are 15 marks for content in Question 2, which means that they
need to include at least 15 distinct points and ideas from the two passages.

Candidates should be encouraged to re-read the two passages carefully before beginning to select the main
points for inclusion in their summary and to plan the summary before writing. Excessive elaborations are
discouraged; examiners are looking for a concise and coherent summary of the points that appear in the two
texts.

Candidates are reminded to respond in a summary style; answers presented as several bullet points in a list
are likely to be placed in the ‘poor’ category for Style and Organisation. Candidates need to demonstrate
good linkage between sentences and avoid the repetition of content and ideas in order to score highly in this
category.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/12
Reading

Key messages

Candidates should read both passages and questions carefully before starting to write their answers.
Candidates are encouraged to use their own words to answer questions in Section 1. Candidates should
include valid points from both reading passages to answer the two bullet points in Section 2 and should write
in a summary style. Candidates should not write from personal experience or general knowledge and should
write within the character limit expressed on the question paper.

In order to score well in either section, candidates need to:

have an accurate understanding of the theme of the two reading passages

understand, select and relate information from the passages to specific questions
select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes

be able to explain the author’s perspective

understand how the author achieves effects or uses language to influence the reader
make accurate and effective use of grammatical structures, sentences and punctuation.

In addition, in Section 1, candidates are reminded to pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they
develop their answers fully enough to score all available marks.

In Section 2, candidates need to show that they can:

e identify relevant points from the two reading passages

e order and present facts, ideas and opinions in their own words in response to the two questions
asked

e write in a summary style with logical linkage

e use a wide range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures and correct characters

General comments

Candidates generally responded well to this paper, with the majority of candidates demonstrating a good
understanding of the passages and sound skills in expressing themselves in Chinese.

For Section 1, most candidates showed very good comprehension skills and the language used by most
candidates was extremely competent. It is strongly recommended that candidates read the questions
carefully before attempting to answer to ensure their answers are fully relevant. Candidates should also be
reminded to use their own words to paraphrase the language given in the passage and should avoid lifting
extended chunks of text. In most cases, where candidates rely heavily on lifting, it is not clear that they have
understood the text and/or the question.

In Section 2, it was evident that most candidates were aware of the character limit and endeavoured to keep
their answers within that limit. Candidates need to read the questions carefully, making sure they understand
the specific focus of the task. In some cases improvements in technique could be made by working on
writing summaries containing clear and informative sentences, rather than using up the character count on
superfluous or irrelevant information. Part of this exercise is to show an ability to summarise, and so it is
important that the points are presented clearly, precisely and succinctly.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

28 CAMBRIDGE

International Examinations © 2016




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese June 2016
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Most candidates successfully expressed their summaries in continuous prose, whereas a few weaker
responses gave a list of examples from the passages. Logical linkage and coherent writing style are
necessary to achieve a high score. Candidates also need to remember that only points based on the
information given in the passages can be credited; they should avoid answering from their own general
knowledge or personal experience.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1, Question 1

The maijority of candidates answered the questions in this section well. Candidates are reminded to pay
attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all available
marks. A question worth 3 marks will require 3 distinct points.

It is important that candidates read both the reading passages and questions carefully to ensure that all
relevant details are included in their answer. Candidates are reminded to use their own words as much as
possible in order to gain higher marks for Accuracy. A small number of candidates lifted the wording of their
answers from the text without any attempt at rephrasing or targeting the specific demands of the question.

(a) Almost all candidates managed to score 2 marks for this question.

(b) (i) (ii) This question was very well answered. Most candidates were able to select and convey the
information from the passage relating to the perceived value of art and it’s effect on human
development.

(c) (i) The majority of candidates answered this question successfully and scored 2 marks about the
accessability of the study of science. A small number of candidates only identified 1 point and
needed to say that some people find science difficult as they consider it ‘too abstract’

(ii) Most candidates answered this question very well and were awarded 2 marks. Some candidates
needed to mention ‘¥ K &% /7 & £ 53X 89’ to gain the second point in identifying the differences
between art and natural science.

(d) This question required candidates to identify two art forms as discussed by the author (%@ and
X #18)/0 3/ 22 L ). Weaker candidates only listed examples of specific books or paintings
from the passage, which were not credited by themselves.

(e) A large number of candidates successfully explained why the author had chosen particular
examples to demonstrate the role of art as an educational tool. They gave detailed answers and
many candidates were able to paraphrase the wording of the text. A small number of candidates
did not manage to identify the reasons but focused instead on the effect, which did not fulfill the
requirement of the question.

(f) This was found to be the most challenging sub-question in Question 1 as it required interpretation
and explanation. Many candidates were able to analyse the author’s attitute towards art to gain 3 or
4 marks; others needed to use their own words to summarise the author’s attitude, which was not
always successful.

Accuracy

Most candidates were aware that there are 5 marks available for Accuracy of language in Question 1 and
showed that they had an excellent grasp of Chinese grammar, vocabulary and characters. Others needed to
be more careful either in their choice of appropriate vocabulary or to maintain accuracy in writing even simple
characters. Candidates also need to be aware that the highest marks for Accuracy will be awarded to
candidates who show they are able to use their own language to answer questions, rather than lifting
excessively from the reading passages.

Section 2, Question 2

Question 2 requires candidates to extract information from the two reading passages and use this
information to write a summary structured around the two bullet points given in the question paper. Many
excellent responses showed examples of carefully chosen language and varied sentence structures and
vocabulary as well as the correct use of characters.

Most candidates performed well in this year's examination, though this section continues to be most
challenging to candidates. Some candidates managed to identify the key points successfully from the
reading passages and showed a high level of linguistic competence to answer this question.
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Most candidates were aware that the response should be around 250 characters in length, whilst others
produced free-style and excessively long responses. Many excellent responses took the relevant points from
the passages and used them to structure a focussed summary with an orderly grouping of ideas. Candidates
should be reminded that their answers must be drawn from the points made in the reading passages, and
not from general knowledge or personal experience; marks are only awarded for relevant points which have
been found in the passages.

Candidates should be reminded that there are 15 marks for content in Question 2, which means that they
need to include at least 15 distinct points and ideas from the two passages.

Candidates should be encouraged to re-read the two passages carefully before beginning to select the main
points for inclusion in their summary and to plan the summary before writing. Excessive elaborations are
discouraged; examiners are looking for a concise and coherent summary of the points that appear in the two
texts.

Candidates are reminded to respond in a summary style; answers presented as several bullet points in a list
are likely to be placed in the ‘poor’ category for Style and Organisation. Candidates need to demonstrate
good linkage between sentences and avoid the repetition of content and ideas in order to score highly in this
category.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/13
Reading

Key messages

Candidates should read both passages and questions carefully before starting to write their answers.
Candidates are encouraged to use their own words to answer questions in Section 1. Candidates should
include valid points from both reading passages to answer the two bullet points in Section 2 and should write
in a summary style. Candidates should not write from personal experience or general knowledge and should
write within the character limit expressed on the question paper.

In order to score well in either section, candidates need to:

have an accurate understanding of the theme of the two reading passages

understand, select and relate information from the passages to specific questions
select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes

be able to explain the author’s perspective

understand how the author achieves effects or uses language to influence the reader
make accurate and effective use of grammatical structures, sentences and punctuation.

In addition, in Section 1, candidates are reminded to pay attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they
develop their answers fully enough to score all available marks.

In Section 2, candidates need to show that they can:

e identify relevant points from the two reading passages

e order and present facts, ideas and opinions in their own words in response to the two questions
asked

e write in a summary style with logical linkage

e use a wide range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures and correct characters

General comments

Candidates generally responded very well to this paper and showed that they had a thorough understanding
of the passages in Section 1. The majority of candidates demonstrated their mastery of the Chinese
language as a communication tool and showed a high level of linguistic competence.

For Section 1, most candidates showed very good comprehension skills and the language used was in
general extremely competent. It is strongly recommended that candidates read the questions carefully before
attempting to answer to ensure their responses are fully relevant. Candidates should also be reminded to
use their own words to paraphrase the language given in the passage and should avoid lifting extended
chunks of text. In most cases, where candidates rely heavily on lifting, it is not clear that they have
understood the text and/or the question.

In Section 2, it was evident that most candidates were aware of the character limit and endeavoured to keep
their answers within that limit. Candidates need to read the questions carefully, making sure they understand
the specific focus of the task. In some cases improvements in technique could be made by writing clear and
informative sentences, rather than using up characters on superfluous or irrelevant information. Part of this
exercise is to show an ability to summarise, and so it is important that the points are presented clearly,
precisely and succinctly.
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Most candidates successfully expressed their summaries in continuous prose, whereas a few weaker
responses gave a list of examples from the passages. Logical linkage and coherent writing style are
necessary to achieve a high score. Candidates also need to remember that only points based on the
information given in the passages can be credited; they should avoid answering from their own general
knowledge or personal experience.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1, Question 1

The maijority of candidates answered the questions in this section well. Candidates are reminded to pay
attention to the mark allocation to ensure that they develop their answers fully enough to score all available
marks. A question worth 3 marks will require 3 distinct points.

It is important that candidates read both the reading passages and questions carefully to ensure that all
relevant details are included in their answer. Candidates are reminded to use their own words as much as
possible in order to gain higher marks for Accuracy. A small number of candidates lifted the wording of their
answers from the text without any attempt at rephrasing or targeting the specific demands of the question.

(a) The majority of candidates responded well to this question, taking into account both features
(ancient ‘% =" and emotional impact ‘& 1# & 4#&’). Most candidates were able to spell out the
keyword ‘&%’ before ‘3% 21 89 E 4%’

(b) (i) This question required candidates to use skills of inference to specify the overarching human
characteristics which are influenced by music. The best answers to this question cited ‘477,
‘i, AL etc., summarising the overall effect of the music, rather than detailing positive
traits. Candidates needed to provide a considered summary of the examples rather than merely
listing out some or all the illustrations given in the text.

(ii)  The question required candidates to select two examples (from the paragraph) to show how music
influences people. Most candidates were able to identify and quote two or more examples from the
text and some were able to elaborate on the effects using their own words.

RPN EARTFEmAAR, EHHAN, RHEA etc.

In some cases candidates ‘invented’ situations not covered in the original text and gave imagined
responses, e.g.: ‘I 2| &K K FH 4% = %', Others gave examples from their own personal
experience; neither of these could be credited.

(c) Most candidates answered this question successfully and scored 4 marks. In cases where answers
did not gain full credit, candidates often missed out ‘# 81/4# 21’ and claimed that music could ‘74

(d) Most candidates picked up at least 1 of the 2 marks available. Weaker answers often relied heavily
on lifting from the passage and did not show understanding of the question, or fully answer the
question asked.

(e) The majority of candidates answered this question well and were able to provide the keyword
BT AE R
(f) This question was generally well answered by the full range of candidates, who were able to select

the types of songs that may influence different groups of people.

(g) (i)(ii) A large number of candidates were successful in answering these questions. In some instances
candidates wrote down ‘&’ or “}4’ instead of ‘48’ in Question (g)(i) which was not credited.

(h) Many candidates answered this question well. The least successful responses came from those
who did not use their own words to paraphrase the information given in the text.

Accuracy

Most candidates were aware that there are 5 marks available for Accuracy of language in Question 1 and
showed that they had an excellent grasp of Chinese grammar, vocabulary and characters. Others needed to
be more careful either in their choice of appropriate vocabulary or to maintain accuracy in writing even simple
characters. Candidates also need to be aware that the highest marks for Accuracy will be awarded to
candidates who show they are able to use their own language to answer questions, rather than lifting
excessively from the reading passages.
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Section 2, Question 2

Most candidates performed well in this year’'s examination, though this section continues to be most
challenging to candidates. Question 2 requires candidates to use the information in the two reading
passages to write a summary structured around the two bullet points given in the question paper. Some
candidates managed to identify the key points successfully from the reading passages and showed a high
level of linguistic competence. Many excellent responses showed examples of carefully chosen language,
varied sentence structures and appropriate vocabulary as well as the accurate use of characters.

Most candidates were aware that the response should be around 250 characters in length, whilst others
produced free-style and excessively long responses. Candidates should be encouraged to re-read the two
passages carefully before beginning to select the main points for inclusion in their summary and to plan the
summary before writing. Excessive elaborations are discouraged; examiners are looking for a concise and
coherent summary of the points that appear in the two texts.

Many excellent responses took the relevant points from the passages and used them to structure a focussed
summary with an orderly grouping of ideas. These candidates managed to demonstrate good linkage
between sentences and avoid the repetition of content and ideas. Candidates should be reminded that their
answers must be drawn from the points made in the reading passages, and not from general knowledge or
personal experience; marks are only awarded for relevant points which have been found in the passages.

As there are 15 marks for content in Question 2, candidates should be reminded that they need to include at
least 15 distinct points and ideas from the two passages to gain full credit.

The best responses were written in a summary style; answers presented as several bullet points in a list are
likely to be placed in the ‘poor’ category for Style and Organisation.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/21
Writing

Key messages

The eight questions in this paper are divided into two sections: argumentative or discursive writing in
Section 1 and descriptive or narrative writing in Section 2. Candidates need write in the appropriate style
according to the question chosen.

To score well in either section, candidates need to:

have an accurate understanding of the question in order to produce a focused and relevant
response;

demonstrate original thinking;

demonstrate that they can use a wide range of sophisticated structures and expressions
appropriately;

express what is thought, felt or imagined clearly and effectively;

avoid clichés and articulate genuine personal experience, when appropriate;

make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures and punctuation.

Candidates should also strive to achieve the following in each essay genre:

in an argumentative piece candidates need to present a clearly stated view with supporting ideas
and evidence in the form of facts or examples. These should be structured in a logical and
progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a discursive piece candidates need to present a balanced view with opinions from more than one
perspective. The arguments should be developed with supporting evidence from all sides and
structured in a logical and progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a descriptive piece candidates need to describe a vivid scene in an effective manner and with
sufficient detail;

in a narrative piece candidates need to tell a story (real or imagined) which includes complexity,
tension and climax.

General comments

The maijority of candidates performed well in this year's examination. Many candidates were able to present
a complex argument or a balanced view on their chosen question. Candidates choosing to write narrative or
descriptive essays were often very original or imaginative in their description of a specified scene or in their
account of an experience or a story. Many candidates demonstrated an assured use of language throughout,
with a high level of fluency and sophisticated used of language. Nearly all candidates were able to produce a
complete piece between 400 and 600 characters within the allotted time.

Candidates should be reminded to read all the titles carefully before choosing the one on which they wish to
write. Writing out the task title and underlining key words will help candidates focus on the question being
asked and avoid writing irrelevant material. Before writing the essay, candidates should spend time planning
their essay to avoid repetition and achieve a logical structure.

Many excellent argumentative compositions contained the use of sophisticated structures and appropriate
expressions, and the presentation of well-structured and convincing views. The strongest responses of a
descriptive nature presented a vivid moon-lit scene with lots of carefully chosen details. The strongest
responses of a narrative nature were able to avoid cliché and told touching stories with a surprising ending or
a well-managed climax.
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Style and Accuracy

Style: Many candidates were able to produce sophisticated pieces of writing, with an excellent range of
expressions, complex sentence structures and very good organisation of ideas. They were able to write
fluently, using a good range of structures and expressions.

Weaker answers were characterised by repetitive language, sometimes using colloquial expressions
excessively. Such answers needed to include a greater complexity of ideas and more variety in vocabulary
and expressions.

Candidates could improve by being more careful and precise in their use of expressions to ensure that they
are used in an appropriate manner, for example: & % %1% &4k AL E R ARFZ H R 25

Accuracy: Most candidates demonstrated a high level of linguistic competence and a good grasp of
Chinese grammar. Their use of structures was assured and their use of expressions appropriate in tone and
register. Weaker answers sometimes featured ‘spoken language written down’, (e.g. &R A 2R B TPLiR.)
which should be avoided.

Some candidates’ use of Chinese structure showed interference from English grammar. For example, #= was
incorrectly used to link clauses, as in this sentence: & 13 #7# &9 IR 41 Ak 45 X & K 89 /N1,
o AT AR A B R R IRAT R RIR .

There were many good examples of confident use of punctuation and most candidates knew that full stops
and commas should not be used at the beginning of a line. The majority of candidates also wrote the
Chinese full stop correctly as a small circle and not a solid dot. In some cases, candidates used too many
commas, with full stops only appearing at the end of each paragraph.

Candidates need to make sure that they are writing the correct character to express the intended meaning.
Many candidates were able to showcase a wide range of vocabulary using a variety of characters. Others
could improve by reducing the amount of incorrectly used characters in their compositions. Such errors could
be reduced with more careful checking of work and a better understanding of characters that share the same
pronunciation but with different meaning (homophones / homonyms). For example, ¥ 52 £ (instead of
iR FEAF (instead of 4547) 4miR; 12448269 (instead of A%) .

Candidates are reminded that whilst both simplified and full form characters are acceptable in this paper, it is
good practice to be consistent and avoid mixing the two systems within the same piece of writing.

Finally, candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the Examiner can read their script and
fully credit them for that has been written.

Content and Structure

Content: The most successful answers this year contained effective and convincing arguments, a moving
story or vivid descriptions. Stronger answers were characterised by the use of sufficient detail, clarity of
expression and fluency of style. Some excellent essays contained well balanced arguments, imaginative
stories with originality, or vivid descriptions from a fresh perspective.

Candidates were more likely to produce very convincing arguments when they felt strongly about a topic, as in
the case of Question 3: R 4H 3t 5 42 Afk & %. Stories that were based on candidates’ own experience tended
to be convincing and touching, as in the case of Question 6: 7} — 1% & & £ KT/ P 69 2 & .

Structure: In general, candidates showed awareness of the need to structure their writing appropriately.
Most compositions contained an effective introduction, followed by a progression of ideas, argument, story
line or description of a scene and used clear paragraphs. Weaker responses were characterised by the
inclusion of too many ideas within a single paragraph, without an appropriate conclusion.

Relevance is of crucial importance in this paper. In a small number of cases candidates had written
excessively long essays, including material irrelevant to the question. Being able to write in a concise
manner when required is an important skill.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument

Question 1

PN S

Candidates needed to explain the meaning of the idiom ‘All roads lead to Rome’ and discuss the idea that
different ideas and courses of action can produce the same results. Most candidates who chose to answer
this question were able to produce a convincing argument that there are many different ways to success in
life.

Question 2

#EREFE, RBHASA

This was the most popular choice in Section 1. Candidates wrote about the well-known saying ‘nothing is
impossible in the world’ and many well-organised responses were seen, showing a clear progression of the
relevant arguments before the conclusion was reached.

Question 3

IRAR A F- 22 AR & &

Many candidates chose this question as they felt strongly about the topic. Some handled the question well,
focusing the discussion on the importance of appearance to young people. Occasionally candidates forgot to
link their discussion to young people, which was a key word in the question.

Question 4

G WA ¥ ]

This question was very broad and required the candidates to write with a focus in mind. Some candidates
wrote about the importance of preserving Chinese tradition from the perspective of a young Chinese person
living overseas. Such answers managed to convey their strong feeling on the topic in a convincing manner.
Weaker answers often featured clichéd responses and needed to show a deeper level of consideration.

Section 2: Description and Narrative

Question 5

o ] A HE 0 I,

Those candidates who chose to describe a moon-lit night did very well in producing a beautiful piece of
descriptive writing about the moon and the happenings in the moonlight. In many cases, the use of language
was sophisticated with ambitious and appropriate expressions creating vivid images. Some candidates
needed to emphasise description rather than narrative.

Question 6

AR — & & A& A K ATIT F 8B &

This was a popular title and gave rise to some imaginative responses. Many candidates described a touching
scene when something remarkable happened. Most answers were relevant and effective, and used fluent
language.

Question 7

K—BEFFAR, CAIET - o

Many candidates chose this question and told the experience of waking up late. Some candidates managed
to create suspension and managed a climax well while others produced a very predictable account of their
day with a late start. Weaker answers contained simple language and a straightforward list of everyday
events.

Question 8

—3F AN A IR E LR

Many candidates chose this topic and a variety of performance was seen. Occasionally candidates wrote a
commentary like piece, creating tension and excitement. Candidates frequently included either themselves or
friends in the game and related their answer to a personal experience.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/22
Writing

Key messages

The eight questions in this paper are divided into two sections: argumentative or discursive writing in
Section 1 and descriptive or narrative writing in Section 2. Candidates need write in the appropriate style
according to the question chosen.

To score well in either section, candidates need to:

have an accurate understanding of the question in order to produce a focused and relevant
response;

demonstrate original thinking;

demonstrate that they can use a wide range of sophisticated structures and expressions
appropriately;

express what is thought, felt or imagined clearly and effectively;

avoid clichés and articulate genuine personal experience, when appropriate;

make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures and punctuation.

Candidates should also strive to achieve the following in each essay genre:

in an argumentative piece candidates need to present a clearly stated view with supporting ideas
and evidence in the form of facts or examples. These should be structured in a logical and
progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a discursive piece candidates need to present a balanced view with opinions from more than one
perspective. The arguments should be developed with supporting evidence from all sides and
structured in a logical and progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a descriptive piece candidates need to describe a vivid scene in an effective manner and with
sufficient detail;

in a narrative piece candidates need to tell a story (real or imagined) which includes complexity,
tension and climax.

General comments

The maijority of candidates performed well in this year's examination. Many candidates were able to present
a complex argument or a balanced view on their chosen question. Candidates choosing to write narrative or
descriptive essays were often very original or imaginative in their description of a specified scene or in their
account of an experience or a story. Many candidates demonstrated an assured use of language throughout,
with a high level of fluency and sophisticated used of language. Nearly all candidates were able to produce a
complete piece between 400 and 600 characters within the allotted time.

Candidates should be reminded to read all the titles carefully before choosing the one on which they wish to
write. Writing out the task title and underlining key words will help candidates focus on the question being
asked and avoid writing irrelevant material. Before writing the essay, candidates should spend time planning
their essay to avoid repetition and achieve a logical structure.

Many excellent argumentative compositions contained the use of sophisticated structures and appropriate
expressions, and the presentation of well-structured and convincing views. The strongest responses of a
descriptive nature presented a vivid moon-lit scene with lots of carefully chosen details. The strongest
responses of a narrative nature were able to avoid cliché and told touching stories with a surprising ending or
a well-managed climax.
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Style and Accuracy

Style: Many candidates were able to produce sophisticated pieces of writing, with an excellent range of
expressions, complex sentence structures and very good organisation of ideas. They were able to write
fluently, using a good range of structures and expressions.

Weaker answers were characterised by repetitive language, sometimes using colloquial expressions
excessively. Such answers needed to include a greater complexity of ideas and more variety in vocabulary
and expressions.

Candidates could improve by being more careful and precise in their use of expressions to ensure that they
are used in an appropriate manner, for example: & % %1% &4k AL E R ARFZ H R 25

Accuracy: Most candidates demonstrated a high level of linguistic competence and a good grasp of
Chinese grammar. Their use of structures was assured and their use of expressions appropriate in tone and
register. Weaker answers sometimes featured ‘spoken language written down’, (e.g. &R A 2R B TPLiR.)
which should be avoided.

Some candidates’ use of Chinese structure showed interference from English grammar. For example, #= was
incorrectly used to link clauses, as in this sentence: & 13 #7# &9 IR 41 Ak 45 X & K 89 /N1,
o AT AR A B R R IRAT R RIR .

There were many good examples of confident use of punctuation and most candidates knew that full stops
and commas should not be used at the beginning of a line. The majority of candidates also wrote the
Chinese full stop correctly as a small circle and not a solid dot. In some cases, candidates used too many
commas, with full stops only appearing at the end of each paragraph.

Candidates need to make sure that they are writing the correct character to express the intended meaning.
Many candidates were able to showcase a wide range of vocabulary using a variety of characters. Others
could improve by reducing the amount of incorrectly used characters in their compositions. Such errors could
be reduced with more careful checking of work and a better understanding of characters that share the same
pronunciation but with different meaning (homophones / homonyms). For example, ¥ 52 £ (instead of
iR FEAF (instead of 4547) 4miR; 12448269 (instead of A%) .

Candidates are reminded that whilst both simplified and full form characters are acceptable in this paper, it is
good practice to be consistent and avoid mixing the two systems within the same piece of writing.

Finally, candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the Examiner can read their script and
fully credit them for that has been written.

Content and Structure

Content: The most successful answers this year contained effective and convincing arguments, a moving
story or vivid descriptions. Stronger answers were characterised by the use of sufficient detail, clarity of
expression and fluency of style. Some excellent essays contained well balanced arguments, imaginative
stories with originality, or vivid descriptions from a fresh perspective.

Candidates were more likely to produce very convincing arguments when they felt strongly about a topic, as in
the case of Question 3: R 4H 3t 5 42 Afk & %. Stories that were based on candidates’ own experience tended
to be convincing and touching, as in the case of Question 6: 7} — 1% & & £ KT/ P 69 2 & .

Structure: In general, candidates showed awareness of the need to structure their writing appropriately.
Most compositions contained an effective introduction, followed by a progression of ideas, argument, story
line or description of a scene and used clear paragraphs. Weaker responses were characterised by the
inclusion of too many ideas within a single paragraph, without an appropriate conclusion.

Relevance is of crucial importance in this paper. In a small number of cases candidates had written
excessively long essays, including material irrelevant to the question. Being able to write in a concise
manner when required is an important skill.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument

Question 1

PN S

Candidates needed to explain the meaning of the idiom ‘All roads lead to Rome’ and discuss the idea that
different ideas and courses of action can produce the same results. Most candidates who chose to answer
this question were able to produce a convincing argument that there are many different ways to success in
life.

Question 2

#EREFE, RBHASA

This was the most popular choice in Section 1. Candidates wrote about the well-known saying ‘nothing is
impossible in the world’ and many well-organised responses were seen, showing a clear progression of the
relevant arguments before the conclusion was reached.

Question 3

IRAR A F- 22 AR & &

Many candidates chose this question as they felt strongly about the topic. Some handled the question well,
focusing the discussion on the importance of appearance to young people. Occasionally candidates forgot to
link their discussion to young people, which was a key word in the question.

Question 4

G WA ¥ ]

This question was very broad and required the candidates to write with a focus in mind. Some candidates
wrote about the importance of preserving Chinese tradition from the perspective of a young Chinese person
living overseas. Such answers managed to convey their strong feeling on the topic in a convincing manner.
Weaker answers often featured clichéd responses and needed to show a deeper level of consideration.

Section 2: Description and Narrative

Question 5

o ] A HE 0 I,

Those candidates who chose to describe a moon-lit night did very well in producing a beautiful piece of
descriptive writing about the moon and the happenings in the moonlight. In many cases, the use of language
was sophisticated with ambitious and appropriate expressions creating vivid images. Some candidates
needed to emphasise description rather than narrative.

Question 6

AR — & & A& A K ATIT F 8B &

This was a popular title and gave rise to some imaginative responses. Many candidates described a touching
scene when something remarkable happened. Most answers were relevant and effective, and used fluent
language.

Question 7

K—BEFFAR, CAIET - o

Many candidates chose this question and told the experience of waking up late. Some candidates managed
to create suspension and managed a climax well while others produced a very predictable account of their
day with a late start. Weaker answers contained simple language and a straightforward list of everyday
events.

Question 8

—3F AN A IR E LR

Many candidates chose this topic and a variety of performance was seen. Occasionally candidates wrote a
commentary like piece, creating tension and excitement. Candidates frequently included either themselves or
friends in the game and related their answer to a personal experience.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Paper 0509/23
Writing

Key messages

The eight questions in this paper are divided into two sections: argumentative or discursive writing in
Section 1 and descriptive or narrative writing in Section 2. Candidates need write in the appropriate style
according to the question chosen.

To score well in either section, candidates need to:

have an accurate understanding of the question in order to produce a focused and relevant
response;

demonstrate original thinking;

demonstrate that they can use a wide range of sophisticated structures and expressions
appropriately;

express what is thought, felt or imagined clearly and effectively;

avoid clichés and articulate genuine personal experience, when appropriate;

make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures and punctuation.

Candidates should also strive to achieve the following in each essay genre:

in an argumentative piece candidates need to present a clearly stated view with supporting ideas
and evidence in the form of facts or examples. These should be structured in a logical and
progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a discursive piece candidates need to present a balanced view with opinions from more than one
perspective. The arguments should be developed with supporting evidence from all sides and
structured in a logical and progressive manner with sufficient maturity and complexity;

in a descriptive piece candidates need to describe a vivid scene in an effective manner and with
sufficient detail;

in a narrative piece candidates need to tell a story (real or imagined) which includes complexity,
tension and climax.

General comments

The majority of candidates performed well in this year’s examination. Many candidates were able to present
a complex argument or a balanced view on their chosen question. Candidates choosing to write narrative or
descriptive essays were often very original or imaginative in their description of a specified scene or in their
account of an experience or a story. Many candidates demonstrated an assured use of language throughout,
with a high level of fluency and sophisticated used of language. Nearly all candidates were able to produce a
complete piece between 400 and 600 characters within the allotted time.

The full range of performance was seen across all four types of writing but answers in Section 1 scored on
average higher marks than those in Section 2.

Candidates should be reminded to read all the titles carefully before choosing the one on which they wish to
write. Writing out the task title and underlining key words will help candidates focus on the question being
asked and avoid writing irrelevant material. Before writing the essay, candidates should spend time planning
their essay to avoid repetition and achieve a logical structure.
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The best argumentative compositions were characterised by the use of sophisticated structures and
appropriate expressions and the presentation of a well-structured and convincing argument. The strongest
responses of a descriptive nature presented a vivid picture and included lots of carefully chosen details and
sensory information.

Weaker narrative responses were often characterised by very bland accounts of everyday activities, such as
getting up, having breakfast, putting on a new uniform, catching the school bus etc. In order to reach the
higher marking bands, candidates need to produce a more sophisticated story, including the building up of
tension and some plot and character development.

Candidates should be reminded to read the questions carefully and produce an answer that deals with the
main points in the question. For example, answers that did not score highly for Question 5 often only
described a beach scene, neglecting the context of the scorching heat. Some excellent responses to
Question 2 were able to give insightful interpretations of the image of a “Tiger Father” as more than just
being strict. Such answers also included discussion of other important qualities like mental strength and an
extraordinary capacity to achieve in their chosen field.

Style and Accuracy

Style: Many candidates were able to produce sophisticated pieces of writing, with an excellent range of
expressions, complex sentence structures and very good organisation of ideas. They were able to write
fluently, using a good range of structures and expressions.

Weaker answers were characterised by repetitive language, sometimes using colloquial expressions
excessively. Such answers needed to include a greater complexity of ideas and more variety in vocabulary
and expressions.

Candidates are encouraged to be consistent and follow convention, for example, when writing numbers in a
composition. The usual convention is to use Chinese characters for numbers less than 10, and to use Arabic
numerals for numbers larger than 10 — these should not be mixed randomly.

Accuracy: Most candidates demonstrated a high level of linguistic competence and a good grasp of
Chinese grammar. Their use of structures was assured and their use of expressions appropriate in tone and
register.

Weaker answers showed strong signs of interference from English grammar. For example,
T 4 &A= K09 ) A %32 when £ &) is not needed in Chinese; #efi#L =T A% #& 4 % T i6 £ (instead of
REATTRE T AR 38 X T8 2 6935 0).

There were many good examples of confident use of punctuation and most candidates knew that full stops
and commas should not be used at the beginning of a line. The majority of candidates also wrote the
Chinese full stop correctly as a small circle and not a solid dot. In some cases, candidates used too many
commas, with full stops only appearing at the end of each paragraph.

Candidates need to make sure that they are writing the correct character to express the intended meaning.
Many candidates were able to showcase a wide range of vocabulary using a variety of characters. Others
could improve by reducing the amount of incorrectly used characters in their compositions. Such errors could
be reduced with more careful checking of work and a better understanding of different components of
characters, so that homophones or characters with similar pronunciation can be distinguished. Some
common errors of this type were: if (instead of #) T4 H; % IFAFE (instead of Jt %);

B 693 B AL FE e — A2 b R4 5 A 57 (instead of 53%).

Candidates are reminded that whilst both simplified and full form characters are acceptable in this paper, it is
good practice to be consistent and avoid mixing the two systems within the same piece of writing.

Finally, candidates are reminded to write clearly and legibly to ensure the Examiner can read their script and
fully credit them for what has been written.
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Content and Structure

Content: The most successful answers this year contained effective and convincing arguments, a moving
story or vivid descriptions. Stronger answers were characterised by the use of sufficient detail, clarity of
expression and fluency of style. Some excellent essays contained well balanced arguments, imaginative
stories with originality, or vivid descriptions from a fresh perspective.

Candidates were more likely to produce very convincing arguments when they felt strongly about a topic, as
in the case of Question 4: 4= 174 #i& £. The most successful compositions also presented arguments with
a high level of complexity and maturity. Stories that were based on candidates’ own experience tended to be
convincing and touching, as in Question 7: % & & AL &G B & oo . One example contained an account of
the candidate having the courage to give a speech of her own on stage while rejecting the script prepared by
her mother. Question No 8 7 5249 % — X described a situation familiar to all candidates, but the best
answers were focussed and selective in the details they included, whilst weaker answers often lapsed into a
list of simple everyday tasks which did not retain the attention of the reader.

Structure: In general, candidates showed awareness of the need to structure their writing appropriately.
Most compositions contained an effective introduction, followed by a progression of ideas, argument, story
line or description of a scene and used clear paragraphs. Weaker responses were characterised by the
inclusion of too many ideas within a single paragraph, without an appropriate conclusion.

Relevance is of crucial importance in this paper. In a small number of cases candidates had written

excessively long essays, including material irrelevant to the question. Being able to write in a concise
manner when required is an important skill.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1: Discussion and Argument

Question 1

B—FHERRE

The maijority of candidates who wrote about this topic agreed with the saying given in the essay title and the
philosophy that if you are too focussed in solving a particular problem, it helps to step back from it and new
solutions will often present themselves. Some well-developed arguments were produced from different
perspectives, and included discussion of the use of compromise, looking for alternative solutions, and
tolerance. Many excellent responses included several examples and went on to bring them all together,
using them to effectively support their view.

Question 2

it “RXAKRT”

This was the least chosen question this year. Some candidates produced strong arguments to support their
view of the idea “like father, like son”. Weaker responses were characterised by too narrow a discussion of
the importance of being strict. Some interesting compositions were seen which opposed the saying and
presented a convincing case of “nature versus nurture”.

Question 3

FNER LT H LA iR

Some very good compositions were seen in which candidates were able to present their views in a clear,
logical manner and produced convincing arguments on the benefits of learning cooking in school. Some
candidates covered a range of issues including food safety, independent living and the creative and relaxing
side of cooking, before reaching their conclusion. Others focused exclusively on the brilliance of the Chinese
culinary tradition, but needed to remember to address the question asked, and include reference to whether
cooking skills should be developed within the school curriculum.

Question 4

Yot f it 27

This was by far the most popular choice in Section 1. The question was relevant to many candidates’ own
experience, and so candidates tended to have a range of opinions and arguments to express. The most
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successful candidates organised their ideas in a clear and logical way. Most candidates managed to give a
balanced view before coming to the conclusion that within reason and available resources, i& £ was
beneficial to their own personal growth.

Section 2: Description and Narrative

Question 5

AL B T a9 &Rk

This was the least answered question in Section 2. Candidates were expected to describe a beach scene in
the baking sun. The most successful responses conjured images of a lively and busy beach and included
detailed descriptions by using an effective range of vocabulary. The descriptions were vivid, conveying the
heat convincingly.

Candidates need to be careful to read the question carefully, as a small number of candidates misread the
keyword “Zi B T 43" and wrote about the peace and tranquillity of a moon-lit beach rather than a sun-
drenched beach. Candidates should also try to maintain focus. Occasionally candidates described a whole
day on the beach from sunrise to sunset, which included a lot of irrelevant material.

Question 6

M—H R L RO FEH

This was a popular question and some detailed and imaginative responses were produced. The question
asked for a description of an unexpected or sudden storm. There were many excellent responses that
showed well-developed ideas and images. Most candidates were able to produce relevant responses about
a storm with the emphasis on the suddenness and the impact of its unexpectedness on the people in the
area. Some responses described touching scenes happening in the storm or used figurative, powerful
language as a tool to create the atmosphere. Some responses managed to link the storm of life to the literal
storm in a sophisticated manner.

Weaker answers were characterised by the use of simple storytelling, rather than description, and often
included the main character being caught in the rain and their parent or grandparent delivering an umbrella
to them as an indication of their love.

Candidates should be aware that this question should focus on description, not storytelling and candidates
should avoid repetition.

Question 7

Y o AL B AR e e

Most candidates who chose this title handled the question satisfactorily. Many wrote about how they worked
hard in preparation for the event and the excitement they felt when they delivered the successful
performance. There were some brilliant descriptions of the lighting, the emotion, the applause. Weaker
responses were characterised by lengthy introductions describing their nervousness before the event and
needed to focus more heavily on when they were on stage or when the performance ended, as this was the
focus of the question.

Question 8

FFaHE—K

This was a popular choice and candidate performance on this question varied greatly. Some compositions
were very creative. One candidate wrote about the evening self-study time on the first day of the new school
year and described an incident where a bumble bee invaded the classroom and the candidates tried to drive
it away and eventually captured it. The story ended with the bonding of this group of youngsters in the new
school, brought about by the shared experience. The story took a unique perspective and maintained the
interest of the reader. Successful narratives like this example were written with flair and developed ideas
using fluent language and interesting imagery.

Weaker answers tended to start with more mundane details of the morning routine; getting up, having
breakfast, putting on the uniform, catching the school bus, school assembly etc. Most candidates made
some mention of being shy or nervous because they had no friends but the best narratives managed an
effective description of their anxiety and also attempted to create a climax.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

a2 CAMBRIDGE

2 International Examinations © 2016




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0509 First Language Chinese June 2016
Grade Thresholds

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE

Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education

Grade thresholds taken for Syllabus 0509 (First Language Chinese) in the May/June 2016 examination.

minimum raw mark required for grade:
maximum raw
mark A B C D E F G
available
Component 11 50 40 36 32 26 20 15 10
Component 12 50 40 36 32 26 20 15 10
Component 13 50 40 36 32 26 20 15 10
Component 21 40 34 29 25 20 16 11 6
Component 22 40 34 29 25 20 16 11 6
Component 23 40 34 29 25 20 16 11 6

Grade A* does not exist at the level of an individual component.
The maximum total mark for this syllabus, after weighting has been applied, is 100.

The overall thresholds for the different grades were set as follows.

Option ng“n?g‘;ff:t:f A |l Al Bl c| Dbl E|F | o
AX 11, 21 9 | 81 | 72 | 63 | 51 | 40 | 29 | 18
AY 12, 22 9 | 81 | 72 | 63 | 51 | 40 | 29 | 18
AZ 13, 23 9 | 81 | 72 | 63 | 51 | 40 | 20 | 18
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This Insert contains the reading passages for use with the Question Paper. The passages on this Insert are
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Page 4

Mark Scheme Syllabus | Paper

Cambridge IGCSE — May/June 2016 0509 1

Section 2: 25 marks (15+5+5)

15 marks are available for Content points, as indicated below.
5 marks are available for Style and Organisation. See levels mark scheme, page 5.
5 marks are available for Accuracy of Language. See levels mark scheme, page 5.

Length

Candidates are instructed to write a summary of 250 characters structured around the focus points
given on the question paper. Part of the skill of this task is to write succinctly, and candidates who
keep to the constraints of the character limit should be rewarded.

Question

Answer

2

Possible content points are listed below. The list is not exhaustive and other relevant
points may be accepted.
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Cambridge IGCSE — May/June 2016 0509 1

Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent)

Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary
style with orderly grouping of ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of
purpose

4 (Good)

Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group
ideas; good linkage

3 (Adequate)

Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of
order. Occasional lapses of focus

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense
of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread
not always easy to follow

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much

irrelevance

Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied,
precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax.
Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some
clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors.
1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Page 4

Mark Scheme Syllabus | Paper

Cambridge IGCSE — May/June 2016 0509 12

Section 2: 25 marks (15+5+5)

15 marks are available for Content points, as indicated below.
5 marks are available for Style and Organisation. See levels mark scheme, page 5.
5 marks are available for Accuracy of Language. See levels mark scheme, page 5.

Length

Candidates are instructed to write a summary of 250 characters structured around the focus points
given on the question paper. Part of the skill of this task is to write succinctly, and candidates who
keep to the constraints of the character limit should be rewarded.

Question

Answer

2

Possible content points are listed below. The list is not exhaustive and other relevant
points may be accepted.

W AATNIRA AL

AR AH K FH 1A
FIRAZHALRELER / ERTAE KAAE
EREARRER | AN ERE I PR 5]
CREAIFEIRE /[ B20E T [ FSHA/4E R

ERT AH A [ AT B B/ A RS

CRT AR KA L (F2E) /R BAMN G F

CREBA FRASKIELE /A FREROBR, TREEFGRR/ KRB TE
E/ BT A E/ RS LK

9 TARAEAFPAARH/GBALE

10 ZR (R#) MAEAS/ROKX T mK T

11 AW BFABMPAERIRIRGLE

12 ARBRGRBEHWEIRGTE

13 AMAAH T h TR L&

14 28T T ARG S T

15 #ofik % 54}

16 T ARBIH 2% kEHFE AL fo T

17 ZAREIAEHEANARERRAOIN / AERFPTUAEEEFANABROHE

ONO OB~ OODN -
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Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent)

Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary
style with orderly grouping of ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of
purpose

4 (Good)

Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group
ideas; good linkage

3 (Adequate)

Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of
order. Occasional lapses of focus

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense
of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread
not always easy to follow

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much

irrelevance

Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied,
precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax.
Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some
clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors.
1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Page 4

Mark Scheme

Syllabus

Paper

Cambridge IGCSE — May/June 2016

0509

13

Section 2: 25 marks (15+5+5)

15 marks are available for Content points, as indicated below.

5 marks are available for Style & Organisation. See levels mark scheme, page 5.

5 marks are available for Accuracy of Language. See levels mark scheme, page 5.

Length

Candidates are instructed to write a summary of 250 characters structured around the focus points
given on the question paper. Part of the skill of this task is to write succinctly, and candidates who
keep to the constraints of the character limit should be rewarded.

0O ~NO O WN -

FREBAMGENE (RARNE) /FraAMneSakyg
FRRMAR Ti#&/éfai‘*’/ﬁ/?/?‘}%

2 Possible content points are listed below. The list is not exhaustive and other relevant points
may be accepted.
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Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent)

Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary
style with orderly grouping of ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of
purpose

4 (Good)

Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group
ideas; good linkage

3 (Adequate)

Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of
order. Occasional lapses of focus

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense
of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread
not always easy to follow

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much

irrelevance

Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied,
precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax.
Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some
clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors.
1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

e the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A,

o the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.
Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band 4 | 9-11 Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.
Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors

of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

6-8

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2

15-17

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3

12-14

There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band 4

9-11

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5

6-8

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6

3-5

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

3-5

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

e the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A,

o the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.
Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band 4 | 9-11 Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.
Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors

of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVEDISC URSIVE TASKS

Band 1

1820

Thara is a consistent quality of wall davelopad, logical slages in an ovarall, at
timas comphax, argumant

Each staga is linkad 1o and fdlows the pracading ona. Santancas within
paragraphs aré soundly saquancad.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argumeant is defined and developad, although tha quality of
the axplanation may not ba consislant.

Tha stages follow in a generally cohasive prograssion. Paragraphs ara mastly
wall saquancad, although some may finish less strongly than they bagin.

Band 3

12-14

Thara is a sanas of ralavant points and a clear attempl is madse lo devalop
soma of tham. Thasa points are ralevant, straighiforward and logical /fcoharant.
Rapatition is avoidad, but the ordar of tha stageasin the overall argumant can ba
changad withoul advarsa affact. Tha saquanca of the santancas within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although oppotunities 1o link idaas may nol ba
Bken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly ralavant points are made and thay are davalopead padially with soma
affeclivanass.

Tha avarall argumant shows signs af struclurd but may ba soundear al tha
baginning than at tha and. Thara may ba soma rapalition. Itis normally possibla
B follow sequances afidaas, bul thara may ba intrusive idaas of misleading
sanlances.

Band 5

68

A faw alavant points arm mada and although thay are axpandad inta
paragraphs, devalopmant is vary simple and not always logical

Cwarall structura lacks a sensa of sequancing. Paragraphs usad only for
abvious divisions. It is somatimas possible o ollow segquancing of sentencas
within paragraphs.

Band &

3-5

A faw points ame discarnible but any attampt to devalop tham is vary limitad.
Cwarall argumant anly progressas ham and there and tha sequanca of
gantencas is poor.

o1 2

Haraly ralavant, litle matadial, and prasantad in a disordardy sbructura. Mot
sufficiant to ba placad in Band &.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2

15-17

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3

12-14

There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band 4

9-11

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5

6-8

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6

3-5

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

3-5

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

e the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A,

o the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.
Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band 4 | 9-11 Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.
Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors

of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

6-8

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2

15-17

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3

12-14

There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band 4

9-11

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5

6-8

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6

3-5

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

3-5

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

The questions on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read them in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read them in simplified
characters, turn to page 6.

You may write your answers in either traditional or simplified characters.

Dictionaries are not permitted.
The Insert contains the reading passages. The Insert is not assessed by the Examiner.
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Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read the essay titles in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read the essay
titles in simplified characters, turn to page 6.

Answer one question in the space provided.
You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST
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The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
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You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
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Grade thresholds — June 2017

Cambridge IGCSE First Language Chinese (0509)

Grade thresholds taken for Syllabus 0509 (First Language Chinese) in the June 2017 examination.

minimum raw mark required for grade:
maximum raw
mark A B C D E F G
available
Component 11 50 34 31 28 23 18 14 10
Component 12 50 34 31 28 23 18 14 10
Component 13 50 34 31 28 23 18 14 10
Component 21 40 33 28 23 19 16 1M 6
Component 22 40 33 28 23 19 16 1M 6
Component 23 40 33 28 23 19 16 11 6

Grade A* does not exist at the level of an individual component.
The maximum total mark for this syllabus, after weighting has been applied, is 100.

The overall thresholds for the different grades were set as follows.

Option ng“rgg‘:rfg’l:‘ts"f Al alB|lc|Dbo|E|F| o
AX 11, 21 81 | 73 | 65 | 57 | 47 | 38 | 28 | 18
AY 12,22 81 | 73 | 65 | 57 | 47 | 38 | 28 | 18
AZ 13,23 81 | 73 | 65 | 57 | 47 | 38 | 28 | 18

Learn mere! For more infarmation please visis www.cig.org.uk/igcddeed a home tutor? Visit gMliletutor.sg
contact Customer Services on +44 (011223 553564 or email info @ cie.org.uk
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This Insert contains the reading passages for use with the Question Paper. The passages on this Insert are

printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters. If you wish to read them in traditional
characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read them in simplified characters, turn to page 4.

You may annotate this Insert and use the blank spaces for planning.
This Insert is not assessed by the Examiner.
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Published

This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of the
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details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have
considered the acceptability of alternative answers.

Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for
Teachers.

Cambridge will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes.
Cambridge is publishing the mark schemes for the May/June 2017 series for most Cambridge IGCSE®,

Cambridge International A and AS Level and Cambridge Pre-U components, and some Cambridge O Level
components.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;

» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.

© UCLES 2017
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.

© UCLES 2017

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
Page 5 of 5




Cambridge International Examinations
Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education

Cambridge

IGCSE

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE 0509/22
Paper 2 Writing May/June 2017
MARK SCHEME

Maximum Mark: 40

Published

This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of the
examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not indicate the
details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have
considered the acceptability of alternative answers.

Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for
Teachers.

Cambridge will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes.
Cambridge is publishing the mark schemes for the May/June 2017 series for most Cambridge IGCSE®,

Cambridge International A and AS Level and Cambridge Pre-U components, and some Cambridge O Level
components.

® IGCSE is a registered trademark.

This document consists of 5 printed pages.

CAMBRIDGE
Y International Examinations [Turn over
Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg

© UCLES 2017



0509/22 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2017
PUBLISHED

Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;

» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

» The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

e The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

*  While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Arelevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

e The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5 6-8 |+ A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.

« Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

« The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;

» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on the
type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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0509/23 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2017
PUBLISHED

TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
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PUBLISHED

TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Candidates answer on the Question Paper.
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
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titles in simplified characters, turn to page 3.
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Cambridge Assessment
International Education

Grade thresholds — June 2018

Cambridge IGCSE" First Language Chinese (0509)

Grade thresholds taken for Syllabus 0509 (First Language Chinese) in the June 2018 examination.

minimum raw mark required for grade:
maximum raw
mark A B C D E F G
available
Component 11 50 34 32 29 23 18 13 8
Component 12 50 34 32 29 23 18 13 8
Component 13 50 37 34 32 25 19 13 7
Component 21 40 33 28 24 20 16 1 6
Component 22 40 33 28 24 20 16 1 6
Component 23 40 33 28 24 20 16 1 7

Grade A* does not exist at the level of an individual component.
The maximum total mark for this syllabus, after weighting has been applied, is 100.

The overall thresholds for the different grades were set as follows.

Option ng“rgg‘:rfg’r:‘tsof Al alB|lc|Dbo|E|F| o
AX 11, 21 82 | 74 | 66 | 59 | 48 | 38 | 27 | 16
AY 12,22 82 | 74 | 66 | 59 | 48 | 38 | 27 | 16
AZ 13,23 85 | 77 | 69 | 62 | 50 | 39 | 27 | 15

Learn more! For more information please visit www.cambridgeinterni{imachkonglige sator 2dvisittstuiséduter Sgrvices
on +44 (0)1223 553554 or email info@cambridgeinternational.org
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

This Insert contains the reading passages for use with the question paper. The passages on this Insert are
printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters. If you wish to read them in traditional
characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read them in simplified characters, turn to page 4.

You may annotate this Insert and use the blank spaces for planning.
This Insert is not assessed by the Examiner.
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Cambridge

IGCSE

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE 0509/12
Paper 1 Reading May/June 2018
MARK SCHEME

Maximum Mark: 50

Published

This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of the
examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not indicate the
details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have
considered the acceptability of alternative answers.

Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for
Teachers.

Cambridge International will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes.
Cambridge International is publishing the mark schemes for the May/June 2018 series for most

Cambridge IGCSE™, Cambridge International A and AS Level and Cambridge Pre-U components, and
some Cambridge O Level components.

IGCSE™ is a registered trademark.

This document consists of 9 printed pages.
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Cambridge Assessment International Education
Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education

Cambridge

IGCSE

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE 0509/13
Paper 1 Reading May/June 2018
MARK SCHEME

Maximum Mark: 50

Published

This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of the
examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not indicate the
details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have
considered the acceptability of alternative answers.

Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for
Teachers.

Cambridge International will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes.
Cambridge International is publishing the mark schemes for the May/June 2018 series for most

Cambridge IGCSE™, Cambridge International A and AS Level and Cambridge Pre-U components, and
some Cambridge O Level components.

IGCSE™ is a registered trademark.

This document consists of 10 printed pages.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2

15-17

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3

12-14

There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band 4

9-11

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5

6-8

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

« Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2 | 15-17 | - Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

« The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3 | 12-14 | « There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.

* Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

e The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band5 | 6-8 |+ A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

e Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band6 | 3-5 |+ A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
* Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

» The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

e The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

*  While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Arelevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

e The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5 6-8 |+ A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.

« Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

« The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

« Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2 | 15-17 | - Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

« The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3 | 12-14 | « There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.

* Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

e The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band5 | 6-8 |+ A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

e Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band6 | 3-5 |+ A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
* Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

» The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

e The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

*  While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Arelevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

e The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5 6-8 |+ A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.

« Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

« The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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2 hours

t—— Candidates answer on the Question Paper.
No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

The questions on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read them in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read them in simplified
characters, turn to page 6.

You may write your answers in either traditional or simplified characters.

Dictionaries are not permitted.
The Insert contains the reading passages. The Insert is not assessed by the Examiner.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.
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FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE 0509/21
Paper 2 Writing May/June 2018

1 hour 15 minutes
Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read the essay titles in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read the essay titles
in simplified characters, turn to page 3.

Answer one question in the space provided.
You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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CANDIDATE
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CENTRE CANDIDATE
NUMBER NUMBER

FIRST LANGUAGE CHINESE 0509/22
Paper 2 Writing May/June 2018

1 hour 15 minutes
Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read the essay titles in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read the essay titles
in simplified characters, turn to page 3.

Answer one question in the space provided.
You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Paper 2 Writing May/June 2018
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Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

== No Additional Materials are required.

== READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read the essay titles in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read the essay
titles in simplified characters, turn to page 3.

Answer one question in the space provided.
You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Cambridge Assessment
International Education

Grade thresholds — June 2019

Cambridge IGCSE™ First Language Chinese (0509)

Grade thresholds taken for Syllabus 0509 (First Language Chinese) in the June 2019 examination.

minimum raw mark required for grade:
maximum raw
mark A B C D E F G
available
Component 11 50 36 33 31 25 19 13 7
Component 12 50 36 33 31 25 19 13 7
Component 13 50 36 33 31 25 19 13 7
Component 21 40 33 28 24 20 16 11 7
Component 22 40 33 28 24 20 16 11 7
Component 23 40 33 28 24 20 16 1 7

Grade A* does not exist at the level of an individual component.
The maximum total mark for this syllabus, after weighting has been applied, is 100.

The overall thresholds for the different grades were set as follows.

Option ng“rgg‘:rfg’r:‘tsof Al alB|lc|Dbo|E|F| o
AX 11, 21 84 | 76 | 68 | 61 | 50 | 39 | 27 | 15
AY 12,22 84 | 76 | 68 | 61 | 50 | 39 | 27 | 15
AZ 13,23 84 | 76 | 68 | 61 | 50 | 39 | 27 | 15

Learn more! For more information please visit www.cambridgeinterni{imachkonglige sator 2dvisittstuiséduter Sgrvices
on +44 (0)1223 553554 or email info@cambridgeinternational.org
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

This Insert contains the reading passages for use with the question paper. The passages on this Insert are
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
¢ the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

¢ marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Question 1
20 marks for Content
5 marks for Accuracy of Language

In own words:
Note: Do not penalise selective lift of appropriate vocabulary taken from the passage, but an extended lift that does not convey understanding = 0

If a candidate makes an error in a character which is needed to answer the question (underlined in the mark scheme), the mark cannot be awarded.

1(a) - =#(1) 2
- ®ILEF (1)

1(b)(i) - XBLEHREIHRK (1) 2
— mm#Eet (1)

1 (b)) L RATRS XEES (1) 3
- EKRARATESHEAR/REZE (1)
C RATHRAE (1)

1(c) - HHEHEEL (1) 4
~ RBEEAL R/ LT (1)
- REAGRARER (1)
- REHLIFRIMER (1)

1(d) - HBRPAEEKE (1) 2
~ FRPAEE (1)

1(e) - I A7 dE- XALARARITE, AL (1) 2
- &K - 5AA, HREIKK, &% (1)

1(f) - W/EERREE, KRREHEFT (1) 1
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1(9)

C OSRTRMNAKFORS (1) 4

~ e AE GUBEAD (1)

~ BEARESR (1)

— MR BHAE AR T/ ARG T S K R AN/ de XA AT
= (1)

Give up to 5 marks for Accuracy (a holistic mark for Question 1).

Writing: Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly
any or no technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some
technical errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary.
A number of technical errors.
1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Question 2

15 marks for Content

5 marks for Style and Organisation

5 marks for Accuracy of Language

No marks will be awarded for anything the candidate writes beyond the upper word limit.

15 points are required, but more than 15 are given below to outline possible points candidates could be expected to make. Each point scores one mark, with
a maximum of 15 to be awarded for content.

Please note that the points below are possible answers and are in note form, but that candidates are required to present their summary in continuous
prose.

10 marks are available for Writing (see tables).

G-
1. Ry AR = Ry T AT

2. IR EFRIPFLEEGT S RENES

3. LB AERET FFO9HBAFE/RG HE RGN EANF

4. RGBT R BRI /ARSE 2 5 R R/ AL A R R /AR IR R R
5. ¥ AATEGIAN

6. LM A G KIEH

7. XHFARHEWMALG%., B LWL

8. R REAAY I AF B R LA £ 8947 E A= B4

9. XAkt AR stk AP LA X

10. IARBIVEIREE 69 5 &

11. AR, RBEARURSRZHL
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2

=] R4

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18

AR = A F ke 6 AR 6 B R/ A% R
AR TF R/ A ARG T TT R/ ik AR BRI IR
AR G ARk B AR AR

A AR89 B AR BT A A

B %, METH, EUEE L@ F SRR
REXABRAETHE

WA R ik

15

Reject:
BAR AN R,

Writing: Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent)

Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary style with orderly grouping of
ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of purpose

4 (Good) Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group ideas; good linkage
3 (Adequate) Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of order. Occasional lapses of
focus
2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense of summary. Tendency to lose
focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread not always easy to follow
1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much irrelevance
© UCLES 2019 Page 7 of 8
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Writing: Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent) Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly any
or no technical errors.

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some
technical errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A
number of technical errors.

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
¢ the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.

© UCLES 2019 Page 2 of 8
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Question 1

20 marks for Content
5 marks for Accuracy of Language

In own words:
Note: Do not penalise selective lift of appropriate vocabulary taken from the passage, but an extended lift that does not convey understanding = 0

If a candidate makes an error in a character which is needed to answer the question (underlined in the mark scheme), the mark cannot be awarded.

1(a) - E&(1) 2 | Reject RE&EXK L KM R A/ Bith
- BRI/ IR TS (1) IRt/ A/ T 5/ TN IR/ R R
- AR (1)
Any 2 of 3, accept any word which indicates a similar meaning.
1(b) - WAEFIARARE. /ATF (1) 3| AR EE K, ZBRALER” —TLH.
- R EMA KRB/ WKL T R R L. (1)
- WBH T/ A/ JeAiE) CRIFEAN, AFs T, 2EAFET
%7 . (1)
1 mark for bullet point 3 about background. e.g. ¥4 & £ & @ L2 2 #F Z A/
W+ ¥ TlRALEFT BT /RS EZARE T E A
1(c) - —AAE /RE (1) 3 | Reject F# A KT
- WHFT AN —I/HRFRKFEE (1) A F IR A
- BN mETRANTAEGRT /KT T EFRE (1)
1(d) - 4 | Reject: ik

EALT (1)

BT RYR/HAFRAAT (1)

BiE A AT/ AT AR T /R E AL b AR/ TS @3 45/ A
B (1)

BT BT B /B ARG (1)

A A A i A 22
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1(e) - RET R W/ SHATL (1) 1 Reject: AL T
- RAET K7 A EZ/BRAHKT()
Any 1 of 2
1(f) - RSB/ &/ AR/ HE R/ A& (1) 4 | Reject: 4%
- WFE/ RSB/ EAAFE (1) £ &
- RRE/ER/BE/ R/ (1) 7 iR/ AR
- FE/BRIAA (1) AR/ BE &
1(9) — (AT LER, ) ARAFMAKILTHE T ROGR L/ FELE R 3

(1)

— 35 JB K BRI B T AN AN E/ R TR FE (1)
WA TAR: “RTARTRAE, Refkd. 7 (1)

e B4 T A K R8I, (1)

Give up to 5 marks for Accuracy (a holistic mark for Question 1).

Writing: Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

technical errors.

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some technical
errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of
technical errors.

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.

© UCLES 2019 Page 5 of 8




0509/12 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2019
PUBLISHED

Question Answer Marks Guidance

Question 2

15 marks for Content

5 marks for Style and Organisation

5 marks for Accuracy of Language

No marks will be awarded for anything the candidate writes beyond the upper word limit.

15 points are required, but more than 15 are given below to outline possible points candidates could be expected to make. Each point scores one
mark, with a maximum of 15 to be awarded for content.

Please note that the points below are possible answers and are in note form, but that candidates are required to present their summary in continuous
prose.

10 marks are available for Writing (see tables).

2 1 BTFEKAaCw¥E/ MACERWER/ AT BEMHL/—4
8.

BT RFCAH—
EMAmG R R/ —AEMNA/ BAEALAN/ AdEH
NERGTI/ TN B WERT G /& R/ B

BT HACHRE ARl BWER/ RNEEE

T2 F &M R/ TNBHF B

B EFNAMZ I/ LB EARG S B F/ RBE/ BT HAGH0/ T
N E TR E S FR/

8 E#HHFKI

9 FAGL/AEEGEE

10 K ATWRD/ LR

11 NFaTaRky/ BET e TadF/ ~a%E

NOoO ok WD
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2

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

FAARIE, BERACR &2 R IR/ R R iR T
HEGWRANE B ER /AT &

%4 08— E)LHER /3 R E— R

AE F A 3E kS iR e AR A9 92 BR R B/ F 3R AT R 69 B 1] 4 ik Fe

B T A Ae 52 3) 6 B 18] BB AR] /457 A) R T 326 69 B IR) / — sk — T/ o7 iR 45 A
247

REHE/ FHAE—/ KFEE/ BRAED

REELE/ TNBEHREOT —5b/ RFEQTHTA /KRN RA/ S
-F A Fe
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Writing: Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent)

Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas;
excellent linkage. Answer has sense of purpose

4 (Good)

Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group ideas; good linkage

3 (Adequate)

Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of order. Occasional lapses of focus

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g.
by including some anecdote); thread not always easy to follow
1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much irrelevance

Writing: Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no
technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some technical
errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of
technical errors.

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:

Marks must be awarded in line with:

» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question
» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

» marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

« marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

e marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

e answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Question 1

20 marks for Content
5 marks for Accuracy of Language

In own words:

Note: Do not penalise selective lift of appropriate vocabulary taken from the passage, but an extended lift that does not convey understanding = 0

If a candidate makes a character error in a key word which changes the meaning of the word, the mark cannot be awarded.

1(a) - 2B TEIE (1) 2| BAF: RERTIAENED, . i BT HE
- ATRFTEEXEZ (1) - By ERAEEFETHPHRLEBFEE,
1(b) - 2 | Reject: T —hE, WK TIRAMAL
- M/ gl (1) T/ /AT
1(c) - BEARFCLEHT R/ XBEREDRX R/ KA EMLE (1) 1 | Reject: R4F4E%
1(d) - A&k, ABRTVA/ IFBREF. (1) 3| AF/SETHS - 1y
- TREEERAA/ ATHERT. (1) ATHEFIEETF - 425
- B EFFH XA BTN/ R SRR FAE A, (1)
Reject: & F Z KXW, GFRABLARN AR SEF)
1(e) - “gm” /UYmeEEA” RETFEGXE (1) 2\ mF -1y o EHO- L1545,
- “BRBET / HRBET RERXFRFRG/ L (1) BEEBE - 51,
AR, REAXKFAEFEATRE - 145,
- ORXFEARFLKRT (1), BREFRIF/ Z IF (1) Reject: fH4%, REFFHREFEAT .
B
1(f) - R e asT (1) 4| LIRRAEIE, TRAETFRINE. e A, #
- (L) EBEA®RT (1) R, FR - T%H
_ “_,— ::‘Li]%/%i » (1)
- R ARBITT (1)
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1(9) — VAT, “KR7INAERZAMTEIBN/ VAT A &R KA & 2| 2RAE T,
HFEXE/ TRRZAFRE (1) MNEEZTERRINELZTIE - 425
- WA, “RTINAZGEEIRSZHITX/ TUALTH (1)
1(h) - EMFR/AAMETEIE RAREGERLR RALEGRG XA 4 | KEFRATHE - 425,
Fob (1) RiFHFMMA A, KFHCRFEERR - 415
- MKREFEHEEFGEFTTUEREE /RFLEFFHGRE (1) ‘
— EFEMNFOEM (T7ERN, BFERAETIE, EARER Reject: 5L L Ak
F)/EHE (KFERDRMHERE, BF—FRRET &K) /%
wEF. (1)
- RFEMHEFFGZHEFH. (1)
Give up to 5 marks for Accuracy (a holistic mark for Question 1).
Writing: Accuracy of Language
5 (Excellent) Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no
technical errors.
4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.
3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some technical
errors.
2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of
technical errors.
1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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2 Question 2

15 marks for Content

5 marks for Style and Organisation
5 marks for Accuracy of Language

No marks will be awarded for anything the candidate writes beyond the upper word limit.

15 points are required, but more than 15 are given below to outline possible points candidates could be expected to make. Each point
scores one mark, with a maximum of 15 to be awarded for content. Alternative answers may also be credited, if relevant to the task.

Please note that the points below are possible answers and are in note form, but that candidates are required to present their summary in
continuous prose.

10 marks are available for Writing (see tables).

2 1 HMEWESHR/ ANEEFER
O AR R/ XA T EE/INRAAARL—8 “REMR” /I
—RERTIERERR/XAIEGRG/ NE X FOERE/ %
#Tlﬂﬂ%"'

3 1\= 2‘3%1\/%%7 k)ﬂ Wl k/BEBT AL

N

%&kﬂ’ﬂ}fl/ﬁ‘ﬁﬂ"ékié’]ﬂt

RIS R (B 2 A LN FATREFARER)
RS

L/ BT T 09/ R E QAT T eGR4/ RIS R AT e B d
PRI 0 N AR EAT R B R G T/ T LR R K/ R s
10 ZHEAFH 258 A &/«%&%%ﬁ

11 ZARIFAT/RAAL &

A3t T RAT 894 i K nh

00N O~ W

[(e]
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2 13 AW ERBER/ S Bhnil | Lo AHSEF/ “OA RBE— BB /AP Reject: A E 89 % =% &
ERE Wiz
14 2RI/ A ILRE SR RWA 2T F R/ A E YA BERE 0 RE
15 T HLER/ Sl REZad/ REEAS6T, Rex 2R =R, iR F F AT
AETER | , 52T AR R A
16 2R/ B/ O8/mts/Rig/3 6 Gt KER) /AHALEE
FARIFI/ — B Tty Mo X 7 8 3 2
17 A28/ Rt GERmT) /—REEFH/ —RRE

Writing: Style and Organisation

5 (Excellent) Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas;
excellent linkage. Answer has sense of purpose

4 (Good) Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group ideas; good linkage
3 (Adequate) Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of order. Occasional lapses of focus
2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g.

by including some anecdote); thread not always easy to follow

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much irrelevance
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Writing: Accuracy of Language

5 (Excellent)

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no
technical errors.

4 (Good)

Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

3 (Adequate)

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. Some technical
errors.

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of
technical errors.

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2

15-17

Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3

12-14

There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band 4

9-11

Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band 5

A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band 6

3-5

A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2

15-17

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3

12-14

There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band 4

9-11

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5

6-8

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1

18-20

The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2

15-17

The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3

12-14

A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4

9-11

A relevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5

6-8

A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.
Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6

Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.

Need a home tutor? Visit smiletutor.sg
© UCLES 2019 Page 3 of 6




0509/22 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2019
PUBLISHED

TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

« Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2 | 15-17 | - Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

« The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3 | 12-14 | « There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.

* Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

e The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band5 | 6-8 |+ A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

e Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band6 | 3-5 |+ A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
* Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3I - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 1820 [ I The namrafive is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided whers
necessary or appropriate.

Z The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2 [ 1517 | 0 The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
cansistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
satting.

J  The wrting is orderdy and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 | 12-14 | 2 A straightforward story {or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setiing.

Z  While opporiunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced io namrate events.

Band 4 | 911 (I A relevantresponse to the topic, but largely a series of events with cceasianal
detzils of character and sating.

Z The awverall structure is sound although there are examples where 5 particular
saction is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not efectively
descrbed or led up to. Sentence seguences namrate events and cocasionally
contain imtrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band S | &8 |J A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). t may
cansist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.

J  Urnegual orinappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used anly to link simple sernes of events.

Band & 35 | I Siories are very simple and namate evenis indiscriminately. Endings are simpla
ard lack effect.

Z The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevances to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of

clarity.

0,1,2 |2 Rarely relevant, litle material, and presented in a disordery structure. Mot

sufficient to be placed in Band 8.
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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
» the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

» the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
» the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

* marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

» marks are not deducted for errors

» marks are not deducted for omissions

« answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Candidates will be awarded marks in two categories for the composition that they write:

» the first mark is out of 20 for Style and Accuracy: see Table A;
» the second mark is out of 20 for Content and Structure: see Table B1, B2 or B3 (depending on
the type of composition: Argumentative, Descriptive or Narrative).

TABLE A - STYLE AND ACCURACY

Band 1 | 18-20 | « Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

« Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of complex
sentences.

« Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

« Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice made
to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

» Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly correct
but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; occasional
spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes communication.

Band4 | 9-11 | . Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more complicated
structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy.

« Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling and
grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 | 6-8 e There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly these
are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other conjunctions
being used ineffectively, if at all.

« Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

e Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning is
never in doubt.

Band 6 | 3-5 » Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

* Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

« Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to impede
meaning.

0,1,2 | - Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language; errors
of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6.
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TABLE B1 - ARGUMENTATIVE/DISCURSIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall, at
times complex, argument.

« Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one. Sentences within
paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2 | 15-17 | - Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality of
the explanation may not be consistent.

« The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are mostly
well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they begin.

Band 3 | 12-14 | « There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and logical/ coherent.

* Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument can be
changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences within
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may not be
taken.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with some
effectiveness.

e The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally possible
to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or misleading
sentences.

Band5 | 6-8 |+ A few relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

e Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of sentences
within paragraphs.

Band6 | 3-5 |+ A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very limited.
* Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B2 - DESCRIPTIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of the
writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere or
tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and the
sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

» These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or the
provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced and the
description is often effective.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the topic
and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to create
atmosphere and to provide some details.

* The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their being
combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well sequenced.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally developed a
little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but most of
the writing is about events or description of objects or people.

« There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and intent.
There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of
clarity.

Band 5 6-8 |+ Contentis relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension. The
reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a
sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and lacks
development.

« There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition and
muddled ordering.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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TABLE B3 - NARRATIVE TASKS

Band 1 | 18-20 | « The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such as
subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided where
necessary or appropriate.

» The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to produce
effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden turn of events.

Band 2 | 15-17 | « The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader, although not
consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of character or
setting.

e The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides clarity
and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 | 12-14 | - A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

*  While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band4 | 9-11 |« Arelevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with occasional
details of character and setting.

e The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a particular
section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not effectively
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and occasionally
contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5 6-8 |+ A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It may
consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging events.

« Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6 3-5 |+ Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are simple
and lack effect.

« The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no relevance to
the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of
clarity.

0,1,2 | « Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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1 hour 15 minutes
Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your centre number, candidate number and name in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
If you wish to read the essay titles in traditional characters, turn to page 2; if you wish to read the essay titles
in simplified characters, turn to page 3.

Answer one question in the space provided.
You should write between 400 and 600 characters.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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The essay titles on this question paper are printed twice, once in traditional and once in simplified characters.
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Answer one question in the space provided.
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