Name : o

Class : Primary 6

CHIJ'ST NICHOLAS GIRLS’ SCHOOL (PRIMARY)

Primary 6

Continual Assessment 1
3 March 2014

English Language
Paper 2 Booklet A

Duration of Paper (Booklets A & B): 1 h 50 min

30 questions
30 marks

Instructions to Candidates:

Do not open this booklet until you are told to do so.
Follow alf instructions carefully.
Answer all questions.

This booklet consists of 11 printed pages.



Study the brochure below carefully and then answer questions 1 to 5.

SINGAPORE LYRICAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR
- Love to Sing? We.are Recruiting!

There can be no greater joy than witnessing children
sharing their talenfs.

To be a choir of quality and excellence and one of the finest choruses In Singapore

The Chovusy witha-Differesce

The Singapore Lyrical Children’s Choir, (SLCC) was set up in January 2005 with the aim of
providing vocal training and performance skills for children aged 8 - 15 years old. Over
the years, the SLCC has taken part in opera and musical theatre productions. The
repertoire of the SLCC ranges from aperas, oratorios, choral masterpieces and musical
pieces for all periods, genres and languages. Recent performances include Puccini‘s
Turandot in 2008 and La Bohéme in 2010. Members of the SLCC are also given solo
opportunities in concerts. Al SLCC members are selected by audition and membership is
by subscription. Audition fees apply.

Recruitiment

The recruitment exercise is part of our renewal process as some members have grown up
or moved on to a higher level of education. Details of the audition are as follows:

Dates : 28 — 30 May and 1 — 3 June 2014
Time : 10a.m. — 4p.m. daily
Venue : Mozart Studio (Soprano Room)

123 Piano Street, Singapore 645778

To register for the audition, pick up a registration form from Mozart Studio and submit
the completed form with cash or cheque payment for audition fees ($50 per participant)
by 15 April 2014. Alternatively, register online at www.singaporetyrical/sudition/register
using credit card payment by 30 April 2014. For late registration, please call us at
63369121 to speak to Delia Nelson or Rina Yeo during office hours.

Audition Process

- An easy test of your listening ability
- Sing a song no more than 4 mins

- Music of any genre / language
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For any enquiries regarding audition requivements, you can emaii:
uction@sin ical.com.

(Go on {o the next page)




For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the Correct
answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

1

Children who go for the audition will

(1 take a listening test

(2). share their talents with other children
3) continue their music education in SLCC

(4) have to compose their own song of any genre or language

The SLCC is recruiling frew members because they need

(t to revamp the organisation of the choir

(2) cast for the musical “The Sound of Music’

3) to replace old members who are no longer in the choir

(4} members who have prior experience of being in a choral group

Which cne of the following statements is not true?

M SLCC members are required to pay a cerlain fee.

(2) The audition is not suitable for pre-school children.

3) Participants who are able to read music have an advantage.

{4) Participants need to prepare a song that lasts at least 4 minutes.

On 10 May 2014 at 10a.m., Anne decided to register for the audition. She
should .

(1) send an emait to production@singaporelyrical.com.sg
{2) call SLCC at 63369121 to speak to Delia Nelson or Rina Yeo

(3) submit the completed registration form with cash or cheque payment
4) register onfine at www.singaporelyrical/audition/register using credit
" card payment

The main focus of the chaoir is to

{1) recruit new members
2) give members solo opportunities in concerts
(3) expose children to various forms of musical works

(4} provide vocal training and performance skills for children

{Go on to the next page}



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is ‘the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet. - {7 marks)

10

*You will get gastric pain if you skip your meals, yOU}?;‘ the teacher
asked the class. |

(1} won't
(2) didnt.
{3) doesni
{4) wouldn't

hard Kevin trie'd, he could not lift the heavy cupboard.

(1 If

(2) So

{(3) However
(4) Although

The commiitee having.a meeting. They have to discuss many
important issues.

(1} is
(2) are
{3) was
(4) were

Neither Jane nor Lisa the mess in the classroom this morning.

U {1) clears

(2) cleared
(3) are clearing
{4) were clearing

It finally dawned . me that my pal:ents have always wanted the best
for me and | had been angry with them for no reason. :

(1) in
(2) to
(3) by
(4) on

{Go on to the next page)



11

12

laws.

(1) Since
(2) Despite
(3) Though
(4) Besides

"According {o schedule, the technicians

last week.

{1} might compiete

(2) should complete

(3) might have completed
(4) should have completed

tighter controls on iflegal parking, motorists continue to flout the

the repair of the machines

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct puncluation to complete the

passage Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet. (3 marks)

Despereaux’s siblings tried fo educate him in the ways of being a mouse. His

brother Furlough took him on a tour of the castle to demonstrate the art of SCUIYing.

“Move from side to side,” instructed Furlough, scrabbling across the waxed castle
floor. “As you do ihat, he whispered (13} look over your shoulder all the time. First to the
leff, then to the nght Dor’t stop for anything!”

However, Despereaux was not listening to Furlough. Standing oﬁ his hind legs {14)
Despereaux held his handkerchief, over his heart and stared up, up, up into the brilliant
light. “Look,.Furlough, are we in heaven {15)" he smiled.

“Cripes!” shouted Furlough from a far corner. “Don't stand there in the middte of the

floor talking about heaven. Move! You're a mouse, not a man. You've got to scurry.”

Adapted from ‘'The Tale of Despereaux’ by Kate Di Camilio

13 (1) [.“ ]comma and inverted commas
(2) [.*]fullstopand inverted commas
(3) [",])inverted commas and comma
(4 [7.]inverted commas and full stop

14 (1) [: ]Jcolon

(2) [, ]comma

(3) [. ]fullstop

(4) [! ]exclamation mark
1 (). [, ]comma

[,
(2} [. }fultstop

{3) {7 ]question mark

{4) [! ]exclamation mark

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer.-Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet. {5 marks)

16-  Afier only four months in Paris, Amira became in French and could
speak as well as any French citizen.

(1) familiar

(2) ialented

(3) proficient
(4) well-versed

17  Helenisa good cusiomer serwce officer who is able to the needs
of her cusiomers. .

(1} solve

(2) estimate
(3) conclude
(4} anticipate

18  When George heard that the meal was on the house, he went to thank the
restaurant owner for the food.

(1) free

(2) limitless

(3) plentiful

(4) sumptuous

19  The judge had no choice but to the accused as there was
insufficient evidence to convict him.

(1) acquit

(2} pardon
(3) liberate
(4) release

20 Joshua is a television journalist who often covers news on wars or natural

disasters. His job has many dangers.
(1) inborn

(2) innate

(3} internal

(4} inherent

(Go on to the next page)



For each question from 21 fo 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underlined word(s). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3or4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
: . (5 marks)

Helen could feel the eyes of her new peers piercing the back of her head. She walked

apprehensively down the haliway and entered the cafetera of Anderson Middle School. She also
{21) .
imagined her face turning at least fifteen shades of red as she scrutinized the lunchroom for a
{22)
place to sit. The thought of having to sit beside someone she did not know caused her knees to

buckle and her heart to palpitale. She attemnpted fo fske a deep breath and regain her
composure, but was interrupféizgy the soft, melodious voice of someone standing behind heér.
(24}

Startled, Helen furned around abruptly and came face-to-face with a smiling girl. The girl,
who introduced herself as Kyung Sun, gently said {o her, "We can sif together today. It's your first
day at Anderson, isn't it?" Helen nodded, introduced herself and told Kyung Sun how much she
appreciated her amicable gesture. Helen confided in Kyung Sun that she was fearful about

(25)
attending a new school and meeting new people.

Adapted from ‘An Unexpecled Friendship' by Sarah Saggio

21 (1) uneasily
(2) restlessly
(3) fretfully
(4) calmily

22 (1) analysed
(2) explored
(3) inspected.
(4) surveyed

23 (1) shop
(2) ache
(3) throb
(4) vibrate

(Go on to the next page)




24

25

(N
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
@)
()
(4)

balance
strength.
calmness
consciousness

polite

gentle
friendly
sympathetic

{Go on lo the next page)



Read the passage and answer questions 26 o 30.

It was a scorching summer day when my mother and | went fo visit Grandmother
Oleta. The drive along the long dirt road o our destination had been boring. | was hot,
thirsty and fired of listening to the traditional Navajp music my mothet had been listening
to for the past several hours. | just wanted to anive, finish the visit, and return home. |
was missing the first week of summer break and being with my friends, not to mention
lounging by the swimming pool.

We packed our clothing and some giffs eaiier in the week. Mother dragged me to
the grocery store, and we loaded carton after carfon with canned goods, bags of flour,
sacks of sugar and coffee. Despite my frequent pleas to remain home, my mother
insisted that | needed to spend time with my grandmother. “Grandmother Oleta is almost
eighty-nine years old, Doli,” she said as { conlinued to gripe about missing the fun
activities my friends had planned for our first couple of weeks off from school. “We'll be
there for only two weeks, and your friends wili be here when we return.” | quickly realised
that complaining would not change her mind and, soon, | was sitting on the front seat of
our truck watching the city disappear. .

Our truck rounded a sharp curve. Suddeénly, | saw Grandmother Oleta sitting in an
old woaoden chair. Her bright silver hair glowed in the late afternoon sun and was knotted
at the nape of her neck. She was motionless as the truck pulled up in front of her
diminutive stone house. | wondered if she even knew we had arrived. As she sat quietly,
she held a long walking stick and patted a huge scruffy coffee-coloured dog sitting beside
her.

“Mum, how tiny do you think the hogan is?" | whispered before she jumped out of
the truck. | could not betieve we were going to stay in that house with no air-conditioning,
television or running water, not to mention the possibility of being bothered by sheep that
were wandering around the house. My mother was running towards her mother before |
even opened my car door. The old woman slowly rose from her chair and opened her
arms to embrace my mother. ) '

Then she turned to me. “Doli, my dear,” she said in a hoarse, raspy voice, “finaily |
get to see my granddaughter.” She reached toward me with large, sfrong hands gnarled
by arthritis. Her deep brownish-black eyes were rimmed with tears as she smiled widely
and pulled me to her in a strong hug. “You must call me Nali Oleta,” she fold me. “That is
Navajo for grandmaother.”

Mother and 1 unloaded our suitcases and followed Nali Oleta into the house. Soon,
we were enjoying a wonderful meal and Nali Ofeta entertained us with stories of her life. |
tearned that Nafi Oleta was keeping as many of the Navajo traditions as possible. That
was why she confinued to live so far from the city. It was not an easy life, but she
believed in the Navajo way of life. “l must watch over my sheep and cultivate my garden,”
Nali Oleta said, then showed me her loom on which she wove wool rugs and blankets.
Every year, she sold her hand-woven goods at the local tribal fair.

Before we went to sleep, Nali Oleta and I stood in the front yard of her little house
to look up at the stars. When 1 asked her why she did not retire and live'with us in the
city, she replied, “Doli, to move away means to disappear and never be seen again.” Nalf
Oleta had been a protestor in the 1970s. She had marched against the eviction of Navajo
people from their ancestral fands by the United States government. | suddenly realised
that Nali Oleta was a very brave woman. Looking into the sky, | saw more stars than |
had ever seen in my enfire life.

Adapted from ‘Meeting Nali Oleta’ by Dina Merick
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For each of the questions from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the
comect answer. Make a choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comectoval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on
the Optical Answer Sheet. {5 marks)

26

27

28

29

30

Why did the writer not want to visit Grandmother Oleta?

(1} The drive was too long.

(2) The weather was too hot to fravel.
(3) She did not want to miss spending time with her friends.
(4) She did not like the music that was being played during the drive.

The writer's mother took the writer on this trip to visit Grandmother Oleta
because she

(1) needed company for the long fide

(2) wanted to limit the time the writer spent with her friends

(3) wanted the writer to spend time with Grandmother Oleta
(4) needed help unloading the supplies for Grandmother Oleta

{n paragraph 4, ‘hogan’ refers to Grandmother Oleta’s

(1) dog

(2) house

(3) walking stick
(4) wooden chair

Nali Oleta lived far from the city because she wanted to

(1)} lead a simple and easy life

(2} keep Navajo traditions and care for the land

(3) weave blankets and rugs without distractions

(4) earn a fiving by selling her hand-woven goods at the local tribal fair

Nali Oleta protested against the government as she thought that
(1) she was being brave.
(2) her ancestors would never be seen again

(3) the Navajos should stay on theirown land
(4) the authorities might evict tier from the city

END OF BOOKLET A
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the fist of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank, Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The letters {1) and {O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

(10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE
(A). as (D) from (G) in {(K) on (Nj ~will
(B) away (E) has (HY if's (L) since (P) with
(C) even (F) have (Jy its (M) so (Q) within

Once an empty street of pre-war shop houses, Haji Lane has been given a new

lease of life by local designers. These young entrepreneurs set up their
quaint boutiques selling fashionable wear and products, boastmg(gr’:lade—mwslngapore
designs. Here, you find excellent vintage shops selling an array of
cantemporary, quirky garmglﬂ and accessories. Some of these boutiques have been
refurbished by up—and—coming‘ designers their own unique style. Just a street
away, you'll find textile shops that have been l(: ::))usiness the 1950s! There's
a raw, energetic vibe that is worlds away the poli(sil{j international stores. it
is this which makes Haiji Lane 55 und(gfi;bty fascinating.

This tiny lane, hidden in the heart of the Muslim quarter, is a
(37} - .
fashionista's paradise. With very little fanfare, the collection of narrow shop houses,

in less than ayear, been transformed into a hip tetail district. Look out for
(38)
Boutique Pluck #ts collection of cleverly designed fashion and furnishing that
(39)
often display great humour. Sweet deals include homemade ice cream and delightful

desserts from very own in-store ice-cream parlour. if you are feeling peckish

(40)
after all this, have an authentic Middle Eastem lunch around the comer at Café le Caire.

Adapted from Haft Lane” Singapore Tourism Board



Cotrect each word in bold for spelling and each underfined word for grammar. Write the
comect word in the relevant box. . . (10 marks) .

For every three climbers who attempt to reach the elusive summit of Mount Everest,
(41) |
one dies trying. However, in 29 September 1988, Stacy Allison becarme the first American

42

woman fo céhqyer the world's highest mountain. "I felt a sw(eil a):;f emotion rises inside me
(43)

when [ made it to the top. It was an exilerashen !'d never felt before. | knew this was whaf
(44)

| was meant to do," she said. Stacy swam competitive, played the piano, danced, and

45

skied at school. Yet, she said she was lacking directip(n a)nd was contfuston about what she
(486)

wanted to do with her life. Af university, an akwaintence posfed a notice about a rock
(47)

climb. Stacy thought it sounded like an intresting adventure and signed up.
(48)

Her first rock climb was a twenty-five foot rock cliff which tested her perserverence. After

almost an hour of struggling, she finally made it to the top.
(49)

At the age of 21, Stacy’s desire fo.climb big mountains began for eamest. The

. (50)
foltowing year, she was part of the first successful women's assent of a 22,495-foot peak

in Nepal. Stacy was also the first American woman to top the tallest peak in Russia.

Adapted from hitp-/fwww.phs.org/newshout/extra/careers/aliison_bio.htm!



Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

You would be forgiven for thinking that Red Junglefowls are simply chickens that

héppen to be living in the wild. After all, they look very much regular
(51) '
domestic chickens! They are, however, the ancestors of all domestic
' (52) :
chickens. The Red Junglefow is to have been domesticated thousands
(53)
of years ago, and used for cockfighting and religious ceremonies. This
] (54)
is, however, endangered in Singapore.
The Red Junglefowl can be _ from the western Hirnalayas to

(59)

Southemn China, and throughout Southeast Asia. In Singapore, it is a threatened animal,

and is on the ‘Endangéred’ - True wild poputations have been recorded
(56)

in Pulau Ubin since the 1980s. Why is the Red Junglefowl _ ? One

(57).

reason is the loss of its . scrub, secondary forest, and mangroves.
| (58)

Another is that many have fallen to unscrupulous poachers due to the

{59)
bird's ground-dwelling habit. Its numbers are further when they
| (60)
interbreed with domestic chickens.
Although Red Junglefowis domestic chickens physically, they
(61)

are considerably bigger at 43 — 80 cm in length. The male has white facial lappets, a
distinguishing white patch on the upper base of the tail and a red comb on its head.
Even his is similar fo the domestic roosters ‘cock-a-doodle-do’, but

(62)
with the last syllabfe ending abruptly.




The male and female both have grey legs and feet. The Red Junglefowl is usually
{ found in a family group of up to twenty birds. Each group typically has a maiure male, a
few and many juveniles.

(63)
Since 2005, National Parks Board has been conducting surveys 1o

the Red Junglefow! population at Pulau Ubin. The findings show that

(64)

the Red Junglefowl poputation there has remained fairly conisistent over the last four. years.

They remain in this habitat, where they can breed and thrive. This is
{65y

good news indeed for conservationists.

Adapted from hﬂpﬂmygreenspace.nparks.gov.sg/on-the—trai!—oﬁlhe-red—jungiefow!




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be
the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). . 7 (10 marks)

66  Wake up earlier. You will be on time for school.

If

67 Eczema is a skin condition. It can cause discomfort to people.

which

68 Mark said, “i attended a musical last Friday.”

Mark said

69. We visit an old aunt every Christmas. She is my father’s sister.

whom

70  The student has signed up for the CCA. She cannot be absent withouta good
Feasor.

unless
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Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.
(20 marks)

Ina tmy wl{age near Nuremberg, lived a family with eighteen children. Just to
keep food on the table for his family, Mr Durer the Elder, the father and head of the
household, had to work almost eighteen hours a day at his goldsmith frade’and’ any
other paying chore he could find in the neighbourhood.

Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of his children harboured a 5
dream. They both greatly desired to pursue their talent in art, but knew full well that
their father would never be financially abte to send either of them fo Nuremberg Art
Academy.

After innumerable lengthy discussions at night in their crowded bed, the two
boys finally worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down intd 10
the mines and, with his earnings, support the brother studying at the academy. Then,
when the brother who won the toss completed his studies, he would support the other
brother at the academy with the sale of his artwork and, if necessary, by labouring in
the mines too.

Albrecht won the toss and went off to the academy. Albert went down into the 15
dangerous mines and, for the next four years, financed his brother's studies. Albrecht's
etchmgs his woodcuts, and his olls were so well-received that by the time he
graduated, he was begmnrng to eam-tonsiderable fees for his commissioned works.

The Durer family held a dinner fo celebrate Albrecht's tiumphant homecoming.
After the long meal, which was punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from 20
his honoured position at the head of the table fo drink a toast to his beloved brother i1
the years of sacrifice that had enabled him to fulfil his ambition. His closing words ws
"And now, Albert, blessed brother of mine, it is your tumn. Now you shall go to
Nuremberg to pursue your dream, and | will take care of you."

All heads turned eagerly fo the far end of the table where Albert sat, tearz 25
streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered head from side o side while he
repeated, overand over, "No _..no..no _..no.”

Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced down ths
long table at the faces he loved and then, holding his hands close to his right checl,
said softly, "No, brother. | cannot go to Nuremberg. It is too late for me. Look ... Essxﬁ‘: a0
what four years in the mines have done to my hands! The bones in every finger have
been smashed at least once, and lately, | have been siffering from arthritis so bacdiiy 1
my right hand that | cannot even hold a glass to retum your toast, much less muske
delicate lines on parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother, for me it is.
too late." 35

One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Iow%md ;
and painstakingly drew his brother's damaged hands with palms together and if:
fingers stretched skyward. He called it simply *Hands,’ but the entire world was touam
by this great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of fove ‘The Praying Hands.’

More than.450 years have passed and hundreds of Albrecht Durer's mastaeii
portraits, pen and silver-point sketches, watercoiours, charcoals, woodcuts, and copper
engravings hang in every great museum in the world. However, the odds are great that
you, like most people, are familiar with only one of his works. More than merely being
familiar with it, you may very well have a reproduction hanging in your home or
workplace. For many people, it is a beautiful reminder that no one ever makes it alonef"‘ 45

hitp:/fwww.moylura.com/reflections/prayinghands.him

TR




ALL Ar&SWERs MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71

72

73

74

75

What was Mr Durer the Elder’s profession?

What dream did the two. boys share?

Why did the brothers ‘toss a coin’ (line 10)?

How long did Albrecht take to complete his studies at the academy?

Which five-word phrase in paragraph 5 shows that Albrecht’s homecoming meal
was a mesry occasion?




76 Explain in your own words how we can tell that Albrecht kept the pact he had made
with his brother.

77 How do we know that Albrecht was a successful artist?

78  Whatwas the cause of Albert’s grief?

79 Which word in the second last paragraph has the same meaning as ‘with great care
and effort’?

80 Why are people more familiar with Albrecht's “The Praying Hands’ than with any
other piece of his artwork?

END OF PAPER

10






EXAM PAPER 2014

LEVEL : PRIMARY 6
SCHOOL : ST.NICHOLAS
SUBJECT : ENGLISH

TERM : CA1

Q1 1 Q21 | 1 Q41 |on Q61 | resemble
Q2 3 Q22 |4 Q42 |rise Q62 | call

Q3 |4 [Q23(3 Q43 | exhilaration Q63 | females
Q4 s Q24 |3 Q44 | competitively Q64 | monitor
Q5 4 Q25 |3 Q45 | confused Q65 | protected/unharmed/safe
Q6 1 Q26 |3 Q46 | acquaintance

Q7 3 |Q27 |3 Q47 |interesting

Q8 2 Q28 |2 Q48 | perseverance

Qs 2 Q29 |2 Q49 |in

Q10 | 4 Q30 |3 Q50 | ascent

Qi1 |2 |1Q31|F Q51 | like

Q12 |4 Q32 |N Q52 | actually

Q13 |1 Q33 |G Q53 |said

Q14 |2 Q34 | L Q54 | species

Q15 |3 Q35 |D Q55 | found |

Q16 |3 Q36 | M Q56 | list

Q17 1 4 Q37 |B Q57 | endangered

Q18 |4 Q38 |E Q58 | habital

Q18 |1 Q38 | P Q59 | prey

Q20 |4 Q40 | J Q60 | reduced

Q66  If you wake up earlier, you will be on time for school.

Q67 Eczema is a skin condition which can cause discomfort to people.
Q68 Mark said that he had attended a musical the previous Friday.
Q69 The old aunt whom we visit every Christmas is my father’s sister.

Q70 The student who has signed up for the CCA cannot be absent unless she has
a good reason.

Q71 Mr Durer the elder was a goldsmith.
Q72 They want to go to Nuremberg Art Academy to pursue their talent in Art.

Q73 The brothers did not know which of them should pursue art which of them
should work in the mines, so they tossed a coin.

Q74 Albrecht took-four years to complete his studies at the academy.
Q75 Itis “punctuated with music and laughter”.

Q76 After Albrecht returned, he said that it was time that Albert went to pursue his
dream and that he would finance him



Q77

Q78
Q79
Q80

By the time Albrecht graduated, he was earning considerate fees for his
commissioned arfwork.

He could not study art as every bone in his right hand had been broken.
It is “painstaking”.

‘The Praying Hands' is a beautiful reminder that o one ever makes it alone
and the story behind that painting was very touching and famous.
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Study the following text and then answer Questions 1 to 5.

Jn-the-spot Art Competition 2014

¢/ Date: 15March 2014 A
Time: 8.30am —10.30am
Venue ; Singapore Botanical Gardens
Age group *:
Category A {11-12 years old)
Category B {13-14 years old)
Category C (15-16 years old)
+Age refer partr‘cip&nt as on date of competition.

Please refer to the registration form for more

details of the rules of the competition.
participants below 15 years are required to

\ have parents approval. i
'i\ *
S — /

2™ PRIZE
-$150 book voucher and $80 wort.
of art supplies‘(individual)

. 5100 book voucher (school) ok

1" PRIZE
-$200 book vouctier and $100
worth of art supplies;(individual}

e : ™

3" PRIZE u > | Registration Fee: ’
-$100 book voucher and - '
$50 worth of art supplies D $20 per parucipant
(individual) {includes light refreshment,
R drawing paper, coloured

$50 book voucher (school) i
pencils, a goodie bag,

discount vouchers —alf items
will be given on event day)

i /

Both individual
Hurry! Be among the first 80

prizes and
prizes for the to register and you will getan
school can be- exclusive Storytellers ar bag!
i

won!

! Get your registration forms at

your school general office.
Remember to get an official

' school stamp on your form

- Organised by : Su pported by: hefore y fw submit it.

Closing date of registration:

28 February 2014

THERA
BOOKSHOP




For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the comect answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. (56 marks)

% Students who are interested in taking part in this competition can pick up the registration
forms from .

(1) their school

2) the Art Supplies

{3) the Rainbow Bookshop

“) Singapore Bolanical Gardens

2 A participant who is one of the earliest to register may get

(1) art supplies
“(2) a goodie bag
(3) book vouchers
4 an exclusive art bag

3 Every participant must complete his or her art piece

(1) in schoo! and submit it on the event day on 15 March

(2) at the Singapore Botanical Gardens on the day of the competition

(3) at the Singapore Botanical Gardens and submit it before 15 March
{4) at home and submit it to the school general office before 28 February

4 On the event day, participants will be given

@) crayons

(2) an art bag

3 packed lunch

@ discount vouchers

5 Which of the following statements is true? '

1) All patticipants are required to have parents’ approval before participating.
) All winners in each category will also get vouchers for art supplies for their

schools. :
3 The art competition is supported by Art: Supplies, The Bookshop and
StoryTellers. ' .
(4} Participants must take part in the correct categories based on their age on the
day of competition. '

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the comrect answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer

Sheet.

10

11

{7 marks)
Hadl__ ..~ what was going to happen, | would have wamed you.
(1) knew
(2} know
(3) known
(4) knowing
The volunteers have just completed repairing the school in that village. They
three months to complete it.
(1) take
(2) took
3) will take
(4) are taking
Those rollerblades can be rented by hour.
(1 a
2) an
(3) the
4 any
The deer serenely grazing on the grassland when the fion launched a
surprise attack on them.
(Hh s
{2) are
(3) was
(4) were
The company expects to this year and make a profit next year.
(1) break off
{2) break out
(3) break even
(4) break through
Terrence was exhausted, he completed the journey up-that mountain.
(1y I
(2) Since
(3) Unless
(4)  Although

(Go on to the next page)



12  Pau " awake all night worrying about his driving test.
( lay
(2) lain
(3) laid
{4) lied

For each question from 13 to 15, choose the comrect punciuation to complete the passage.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet. (3 marks)

It was a funduaising day (13} Ryan and Temy stationed themselves ai the entrance of
Toa Payoh MRT Statiori. .

Ting! Ting! The clinking of coins could be heard as commuters came and went, dropping
.some coins into the container each was carrying. As a token of appreciation, Ryan and Terry
would give each of them a sticker.

“Ohl I'm so ftired,” said Ryan as he massaged his aching arm muscles.

“So am |. We've been here since momning. We have yet to give away all these
stickers (14) said Termy.

“Why don’t we take a rest (15) suggested Ryan. “After all, no one will know. ook, there
are many other pupils collecting money too.”

The boys brightened at the thought of a codl, refreshing drink. Without much hesitation,
they walked into the shopping centie.

13 (1) I ] colon
2 I - 1 l\j‘ohun
(3) [ : ] full stop
4y i ? 1 question mark
14 (y 1 ? ] inverted commas
@ I ) ] comma and inveited commas
@ i . 1 full stop and inverted commas
4 [ ?" 1 question mark and inverted commas
15 (n [ g ] comma and inverted commas
@ I ;7 ] full stop and inverted commas
3 I > ] 'questidn mark and inverted commas
4 [ = 1 exclamation mark and inverted commas

(Go on to the next page)




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. {5 marks)

16 Gordon and David hoped to settle their misunderstanding

(1)  aptly

(2)  amicably
(3) admirably
(4) adamantly

17 Although Amanda spends a lot of time in bookshops, she rarely buys any
of the books.

(1) foraging

(2) browsing
(3) scanning
(4) skimming

18 As the fog became worse, the rescue team had no choice butto the

search.
{1 reject
{2) decline

(3} concede
(4) abandon

19 Rachel is . One moment, she can be happy but the-next, she becomes
angry.

(1)  affable

(2) exuberant

(3) meticulous

(4) temperamental

20 The farmers’ speculation of an imminent volcanic eruption was when
they experienced tremors that morning.

(1) ceriified

(2)  confirmed
(3} committed
(4} concluded

{Go on {o the next page)



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underlined
words. Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

Mention the word 'coqkrggch’ and many people will recoil in horror. This could be due

to the fact that the dreaded cockroach can be found in neatly all dark and musty comners.
{21)
In fact, cockroaches have become so common that there is a word for them in almost every

tanguage.

Cockroaches'are mostly found in the tropics. There are two main types. The wild type

thrives in the woods under decaying plants and logs. The other type has come to
(22)
appreciate the comfort and luxury of a human's residence. These domesticated cockroaches

have made their homes in the kitchen where uncovered food and lefiovers abound.
Other favourite haunts of the cockroach are dark cupboards, bathroom drainage pipes

and sewers. They are difficult {o locate as they furk in the dark and are not noticed until the
(23)
lights are turmmed-on fate at nighf. Then, if you are quick enough, you might catch them =5

they move swiftly into cracks for cover.
(24)
Unfortunately, the difficulty in eradicating cockroaches lies in the fact that they rapidly
(25)
become immune to common pesticides. .

21 ) ghastly
2 atrocious
3) disastrous
(4) loathsome

22 (1) inflates

{2) prospers
(3) flourishes
{4) progresses.

23 (1) hide
4 hunt
(3) submerge
(4) - camouflage

24 (1) slide

{2) swing
3) slither
4  scuny

25 (1 exhuming-
) executing’
(3) extinguishing
“4) exterminating

{(Go on to the next page)



Read the passage below and answer Questions 26 to 30.

Modem _books range from tiny pocket dictionaries to storybooks and heavy
reference books. They can be as cheap as fifty cents in a garage sale, or they might
cost hundreds' of dollars, but they arefound almost everywhere.” Books are such an
important part of our lives that we often take them for granted.

Books, however, have a long and rather complicated history. They were not
always easy to purchase, nor did they exist in great numbers. As such, only the weli-to-
do seemed to be able to afford them then. it was only in the fifieenth century that the
{ printing press was invented, thus allowing the mass production of books. Since long
ago, books have been used by humans to create lasting records.

] In the past, inscriptions were made on clay tablets.~ The Assyrians and
Babylonians developed a method of keeping communication records using the
materials they had at hand: clay and water. While the clay tablets were still soft, they
used sticks to press symbols into them. These were then fired to dry them out.
However, these tablets were rather heavy and bulky,

Book-making was then further developed by the ancient Egyptians. They used the
papyrus piant to make a kind of paper which could be rolled into scrolls. These papyrus
scrolls were portable as they were rather fight.

Man continued to find new ways of making writing materials. They used
parchment — a material made from skins of animals such as sheep, catlle and anfelope.
This material was easier to conserve over time and much stronger than-papyrus it
allowed one to erase text. But parchment was a very expensive medium because.odf
the rarity of material. Furthermore, it took months of hard work fo prodtice each of
these books. Like the clay tablets, these books were heavy and difficult-to transport.
By the fifteenth century, however, paper made from wood had replaced parchment in
the making of baoks.

In the fifteenth century, a Geman, Johann Gutenberg, invented an improved
printing technology. This created a revolution in the history of book-making. For the first
fime, books could be mass-printed for distribution to anyone who could read and afford
to buy them. Wealthy families began to build up private libraries. Finally, with the
introduction of widespread public education,. books could be found in most peopie’s
homes, and public libraries came into being.

10

15

20

30

{Go on to the next page)




For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer

Sheet.

26

27

28

29

30

(5 marks)

Before the fifteenth century, books were expensive because

. (1) they were rare

(2} they were easy to produce
{3} they existed in many forms

{4) there was liftle demand for them -

The word “These'inline 13 refers to

(1) the sticks
(2) the symbols

. {3) the clay tablets

(4) the inscriptions

What does the word ‘portable’ in line 17 tell you about the papyrus scrolls?

(1) lt was easy to store the scrolls.

(2) One could easily fashion the scrolls to different shapes.

(3} The scrolls could be easily transported from one place to another.

{4) The scrolls were durable and could withstand different types of conditions.

Books that were made from parchmént were more lasting than those made from papyris
as

{1) parchment was rare and expensive

(2) the text on parchment could be erased

(3) skins of animals could be conserved over time

(4) it took-a lang time to prodtice books made from parchment

" How did the invenfion of the printing press in the fifteenth century create a revoluiicn in

the history of book-making?

(1} Every home had a private fibrary.

{2} Only the rich could afford to buy books. .-
(3) Everyone could read and afford to buy books.
{(4) Multiple copies could be printed in a short time.

END OF BOOKLET A
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2

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write the letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The lefters () and (O) have been omitted to avoid éonfusion during marking. (10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE -

(A} are (D) from (G)is (K) on | (N) then

(B) by (E) however (H) many LY so {PYto
{C) for (F) instead (J) much (M} than {Q) which

The Amazon Basin is covered by the Amazon rainforest, one of the largest rain forests

left on earth. The Basin stretches the Atlantic Ocean to the foothil! of Andes.
(31)

This vast territory is fed by smaller rivers of the Amazon River,
(32) (33)

startin the high snowy peaks of the Andes mountains. When the water from the rivers reaches
the Aflantic, its volume is large that for miles out to seg, the water
(34) {35)

fresh instead of saity,

The greatest wonder of the Amazon Basinisits rainforest. _________ the forestis
(36)

under great threat due continuous deforestation. It is difficult for the
(37)

government to curb these industries that contribute to deforestation
(38)

environmental reasons. Jobs and the standard of living are more important to the man on the

street issues stich as the destruction of the rainforest. The forest can only be
(39)

saved ' educating the masses. They have to realise that they possess a treasure
(40) ' '

that once destroyed can never be recovered.

(Go on to the next page)



3

Correct each word in bold for speliing and each underiined word for grammar. Write the correct
word in the relevant box. {10 marks})

A punishing drought has swept through the state of Califomia in the United Stales. It is

“n| (42)

now threturning the state's drinking water supply. The detieriorating situation would likely mean

(43) (44)

impose water conservation measures on biznesses and hofne owners, who have already been

{45)

asked to volentarily reduce their water use by twenty percent.

Fishing and camping have been outlawed fo protect endangered salmon and to guard

{46} {47)

for fires. Many people have cut back drastic on showering, washing and watering lawns.
(48) ' (49)

Rain and snow showers brought relif to parts of the state recently. Since, it is” nowhere near

enough.

Officials are girding for the kind of geographical, cuitural and economic battles that have

{50)

long plagued a part of the country that is defined with a iack of waler. It is a war between
farmers and environmentalists, urban and rural users, and the northemn and southem regions of

thi_s-state.

{Go on to the next page)



. Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

I stood on the rooftop of my campus dormitory that dusty July night in Hong Kong when

Paul asked me, "What is gocd about Singapore?" | wracked my brains,

(51)

of a reply. | could sense that what Paul wanted to know was what made me feel

. (52)
to be a Singaporean.

- At that time, my life revolved primarily studies. What | lacked .
(53)

was involvement outside, in the larger community. That was why | found it

(54)

to give Paul an answer.
As the late Mr S. Rajaratnam (Singapore’s first Foreign Affairs Minister) had once said,
“Being a Singaporean is not a malter of ancestry, it is a matter of conviction and choice.” The

Singaporean identity is civic and that is why we as individuals need to

(55)

forward and creaie it. | do not think | am in the minority regard to this.

In fact, 1 think | am one of the considerable number of people in my generation who have

to venture from my comfort zone to promote the Singaporean identity.

(67)

(Go on to the next page)



[ am glad 1 took a small step in this direction when Paul came fo Singapore. Together

with a few Singépocea'ns { had got to know ihrough'the exchange
‘ (58}
programme, we took Paul sightsesing and introduced him entertainment
(59)
spots and, of course food. What was most was the fun and faughter
' (60)

through the course of sharing with Paul what 'the little red dot' had to offer - our Singlish, our

people and our way of = But what heartened me at the end of the whole

trip Paut telling me that he miss Singapore and its
{62) (63)

people. That, to me, was that we had done our best..We had made

Singapore a fond memory for 2 o) | felt happy for playing my part and was

proud to be a Singaporean.

Adapted from "Being a Singaporean”

(Go on to the next page)



For each of the items from 66 fo 70, combine the sentences to make one sentence using the
word(s) given. The meaning of the sentence must be the same as the sentences given.

(5 marks)
66 -She bade farewell to her friends at the airport before boarding the plane.
Having
67 The teacher explained the concept. The pupils understood the concept.
because of

68 When my brother is not in a good mood, he will keep his bedroom door shut.

Unless

69 As she fell asleep during the film, she missed the ending.

If she had not

70 Mother asked Tom, “VVhy did you go to the party yesterday without my permission?”

Mother asked Tom

{Go on to the next page)



Read the paséége below and answer questions 71 to 80. (2_0 marks)

The phone rang. its shyill sound sent shivers down my spine. | bent my head real low
until my nose was almost touching my book as though | could not see the words but it was
my way of telling everyone to leave me alope. The incessant ringing was annoying me but |
was afraid of what would happen if Aunt Annie picked it up. The last time she picked it up
at approximately this time, | was taken to her office and made to-change into one of those 5

dresses she hung in a small closet_in her office.

Then an hour later, a couple came. | did not dare look at them. { kept my head low
because 1 knew what was coming. And it did, just like the couple before them and the one
earfier and the other one and the other one...l had lost count over the years of how | was
scrufinised like an object for sale. When we said ten-year-old girf who is swest and 10
obedient, of course it was understood that she must be presentable as well. What are

thesa?" the fady remarked haughtily as; she pointed to the scars on my face.

t bowed my head low and interlaced my fingers as | said a silent prayer. When |
locked up, | saw Aunt Annie shaking her head and smiling condescendingly at me,
"Nevermind, dear, There will be someone one day." With a hint of sarcasm in her voice, 15
she ordered me to change into our usuat work attire and in her usual cold tone she sent
me back fo the workroom. | did everything she ordered without showing a hint of emotion. |

. knew what | wanted. | did not want any more of these visits. | just wanted to stay in the
orphanage until the time came for me to find a job. Then, | would rent a place and start my
life anew. Being part of a family now would mess up my plans. 20

The next day, it rang again. Touching my face, | wished the ringing would stop.
Suddenly, it did. | heard someone talking. it was Aunt Annie and | held my breath. Then, |
heard‘footsteps approaching my room and my heart sank. Why was it me all the time? But
the foolsteps faded away. They were going down the stairs. | opened the door and
sneaked a peek. |'was sure everyone else heard the noise but no one dared to leave their 25
rooms. | took a bold step onto the landing and fooked down. Aunt Annie was - talking fo
Eliza. | could see Eliza ‘no‘dding her head vigorously and beaming. She had always wanted
to !eavé the orphanage. | hurred back into the room, glad that it was not me this time.

{Go on to the next page)



That night Eliza did not join us for dinner. | knew what thlat meant and 1 did not feel
completely pleased for her. | was not like the other girls who were bursting with excitement 30
to find out more about Eliza's new parents and asking questions about when they would
have new parents to6. | was wary of the couples who came to the orphanage. They would
scrutinize my appearance, looKirig for flaws. | touched the scars on my face and once again
| was reminded that ‘beauty is only skin deep'. it is much more important to be beautiful
on the inside. | - 35

Adapfed from ¥ Anne of Green Gables”

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71 How did the author feel when the phone first rang? Which four-word phrase in
paragraph one indicated how she felt?

72 Explain fully “what would happen” (line 4) if Aunt Annie picked up the phone.

73 Infine 7, why didthe author keep her *head low"?

{Go on to the next page)



T4

75

76

77

78

10

Anm ¢

In paragraph three, which word shows  that the Rwnt behaved in a superior manner

to the author?

In paragraph three, which two actions by Aunt Annie best show that the relationship
between her and the author was not a warm and friendly one?

“Being part of a family now would mess up my plans.” (line 20). What were the
author's plans?

" Howdo you think the author felt when her ‘heart sank'? (line 23)7 Expiam clearly

why she felt this way.

What was the goal of most girls in the orphanage?

(Go on to the next page)



79

80

"

Who does “They" in line 32 refer to?

In the last paragraph, the writer touched the scars on her face and was reminded
that 'beauty is only skin deep'. Based on this five-word phrase, what do you
think was the author's idea of beauty?

END OF PAPER
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69)If she had not fallen asleep during the film, she would not have missed the
ending.

70)Mother asked Tom what he had gone to the party the previous dav without
her permission.

71)She felt sca;ed It is “shivers down my spine”.

72)The author would be asked to change into a dress and taken to meet a
couple who might want to adopt her.

73)She was afraid that the couple would criticize the scars on her face.
74)It is "condescendingly”.

75)Aunt Annie ordered author to change into her usual attire and spoke to the
author in a cold tone.

76)Her plans were to stay in the orphanage until the time came for her to find
a job. Then, she would rent a place and start her life anew.

77)The author was worried as she thought that the foot steps she heard plans
meant that she was being called up for adoption.

78)They wanted to be adopted by a family.
79)1t refers to the couples who came to the orphanage.

80)1 tﬁink the author's idea of beauty is not based on one's appearance, but
based on the beauty and kindness inside the person.

Page 2
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Section A~ Graphic-Stimulus Comprehension (5 3 1 mark)
Study the following text and then answer questions 1 to 5.

iusical Festival 2014 Contest

The Straits Times Lifel Presents Musical Festival 2044 @ The Esplanade

- ;5:';

AP o SRR, 0

Back by Popular Demand
8 to 21 June 2014 (seven days a week)

A TOTAL OF 84 PAIRS OF TICKETS TO BE WON!
Door gifts from Isetan and Tangs for each show!

Performances Details Crew
The Wizard of Oz Daily Starring Sandy Goh and
{Theatre W1) Matinee and Evening shows | other local attistes
Phantom of the Opera Weekend only Watch our homegrown
(Theatre W2) Evening shows only singers at their best!
Anhnie Monday, Wednesday, Debut performance by our
{Theatre W3) Frdday and weekends local child star, Tan Ler

Matinee and Evening shows | Ler

Matinee shows: 1pm and 3pm - $20 per adult, $16 per child {must be 12 and below}
Evening shows: 7pm - $25 per adult, $15 per child {must be 12 and below}

Simply answer one question for a chance to win a pair of tickets for any one of the musical
performances. Submit your entry now! R

Entry Form
Write the correct answer in the space provided. Fill in your particulars and mail your entry
to The Straits Times Life | / Musical Festival 2014 Contest. P.O. Box 2110, Singapore
914588,

“Closing date: 1 June 2014.

Question: Name one artiste performing at the Musical Festival 2014,
Answar:

—

Name: _ NRIC No.; Gender : Male/Female
Address; Contact No.:

Only original entry forms are valid. Names of winners will be published in The Straits Times
Lifel on 4 June 2014. Draws will be held on 3 June 2014 at 2pm at The News Centre.




For each question, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Kake
yvour choice and shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4§} on the Optical Answer
Sheat {OAS).

1. The Musical Festival 2014 is organised by

1} The Esplanade

2} Isetan and Tangs

3) The Strailts Thnes Lifel

43 The Esplanade and The Straits Times Lifel

2. A participant of the Musical Festival 2014 Contest must

1) send in his entry by post

2) wait for the results of the draw by post

3)  submit the entry form before 3 June 2014

4 know the name of an artiste performing in the musical Annie

3. Which one of the following is common among the three musicals?

1) They will be perfonmed at the theatre, The News Centre

2} Daily shows are available throughout the musical festival.

3} The cast of the musicals are local or homegrown adtistes.
4) Children below 12 will pay a standard rate for all the shows.

4. What information is not required when you fill in the entry form?
1)  gender
2)  address

3) email address
4)  contact humber

5. Which one of the following statements is true about the free tickets for the shows?

1} The number of winners will be the same each day. _

2) A person stands to win only two tickets for one of the three musicals.

3)  The most number of the free tickets will be given away for The Wizard of Oz.

4} A person who has sent in the correct answer early stands a higher chance of
winning the tickets.



Section B — Grammar ! 7 x 1 mark)

For each gusstion from § to 12, four options ars given. One of them is the cosrect

answer. Hale your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on
the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS).

10.

The classroom locked neat and presenizable after Mr Raj i

1} tdied

2} has tidied
3} had tidied
4} was lidving

Stelia met her former classmale : she had not seen for years.

1) who

2} whom
3} which
4y whose

Asit non-stop for the past few days, many patris of Singapore
were flocded.

1} rained

2) had rained

3) was raining

4) had been raining

The lady, who witnessed the man the helpless stray cat, came
forward to stop the abuse.

1) Injure
2} injures
3) injured
4) had injured

Michael Chang was parety seventeen when he won his first tennis tournament.
he?

1) .did
2) was
3) didn’t
4) wasn’t



After the recent spate of thefts in the neighbourhood, the police decided to

11.
the matter and patrol that area more frequently.

1) lok up

2) look out
3) fook into
4} look after

12, “{am so thirsty! there any iced water in the refrigerator?” Jii asked,

1) Is

2} Are
3) Was
4) Were



Section C — Punctualion Discrete (3 x 1 mark)
For each guestion from 13 o 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete the
passage. Shade the correct ovel (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheat {OAS).

1

Something black scurried across the floor and vanished under the bed. C_aroline got
down on her knees and jooked under the bed. Fiithy litile red eyes stared back at her.

“Hello {13)" said Caroline. “Are you rats?”

They came out from under the bed, blinking their eyes in the light. They had shor,
soot-black fur, pink paws fike tiny hands, and pink, hairless tails like long, smooth worms.

“Can you taiic {14} she asked. |

The largest, blackest of the rats shook its head. i had an unpleasant sort of smile,

Caroline thought.
“Well,* asked Caraline (15} what do you do?”

The rats formed a circle,

Adapted from Carofine by Nell Gajiman J

13 1) [,] comma
2} [ .1 fullstop
3) [?] question mark
4) [!] exclamation mark
14. 1) [ "] comma and inverted commas
2) { "] full stopand inverted commmas
3) {?"] question mark and inverted commas
4) [I" ] exclamation mark and inverted commas
15. 1) [,1 comma
2) [.]) fullstop
3 [.“] comma and inverted commas
4y [."] {ulistop and inverted commas



Haction B ~ Yocabulary (5 x 1 mark)

For each guestion from 18 fo 20, one of the four options is the correct answer. Make
your cholce and shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer
Sheet (OAS).

)

18.

19.

20.

The restaurani located at Clementi Mall was shut down by the Ministry of Heaith when
it was found to be with cockroaches.

1} poliuted

23 infested

3) saturafed

4) contaminated

Smoking and inhaling second hand smoke can have a/an effect on
our health.

1) dire

2) lethal

3) adverse

4) tremendous

The viliage head was frustrated. He wished he could convince his people that danger

was and they had to leave their home immediately.

1) current

2) eminerit

3) apparent.

4} imminent

Tom was when solving the mathematical problems and hence he

made pumeraus careless mistakes.

1) impedible

2} impetuous

3 impeccable

4) impressionable

Standing at the top of Sky Park at Marina Bay Sands, visifors can enjoy
"J‘ _ view of the beautlful garden city of Singapore.

1y Primitive

25 Portise~t
3)  pandramic
4) pqramm“



Sgction E - Vocabuylary Cloze (8 X 1 markd

For each question from 21- 25, choose the word closest in meaning fo the underlined
ward(s). Make your cholce and shade the correct aval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Ansvrer Sheet (CAS).

The day, which had begun in golden light, quickly grew grey and threatening. The
wind began to blow with winter's bite. The road we were travelling on was covered with
gravel. The road {21) snaked beside a plunging river and then rose steeply glong the
slopa. To the left, there were a few (22) gsparse bushes along the road, such bushes
were hardly thick enough to catch us if we fell. Rover, our companion, began te whine
and dig (23) freniziedly at the side of the road with his paws. It seemed it had gone
berserk.

Suddenly, Annot gagged and let out a (24) stifled shiiek. Instantly, she stumbled
back. The road ended, crumbling away a mere yard in front of her. She crouched down
and (25) elutched Rover tightly as though he were an anchor.

We saw far below us, a foaming river. | threw a rock and watched it fail. The splash
of its landing was lost in the roar of the rapids below.

Adapled from. Mightwalker by K.V. Johansen

2. 1 crept

2) turned
3 wound
-4) twisted

22. 1) thin
2) lush
3) dense
4) abundant

23. 1) wildly
2)  carefully
3) laboriously
4)  enthusiastically

24, 1) foud
2) faint
3) piarcing
4) suppressed

25. 1) pulled
2)  gripped
3)  cuddled
4) embraced






Seution F — Compraheasion MCQ {5 x 1 mark)
Read the passage below and answer guestions 2§ io 30.

| remember sitling at the kitchen table in our Kuala Lumpur home when [ was eight,
watching my motier prepare dinner. Before doing anything else, she would aiways {ake
off her silver wedding band and place it on the counter. | remember playing with i,
running my fingers over the groaves of the simple design. '

This particuiar day has stayed in my memory because it was a week or so after my
father had given her a glifzy diamond ring to replace the simple band from their student
days. “Why aren't you wearing the new ring?” ! asked. “Don't you like it?”

“Qf courss | do,” she replied. “It's beautiful but my hands are ugly and the new ring
‘would only draw attention (o them."

“Ugly?” Seeing hy look of disbelief, my mother wiped her hands on her apron and
held them out before me,

“See,” she said. “They're bany and my veins stick out. That's why | never wear nail
polish or bangtes.”

{ reryain unconvinced. The bones and Veins were what made those hands familiar,
what made them hers. My mother's hands were among the most comforting things inmy
life. Always cool, never shaky, they could soothe a fever instantly when she laid them on
my forehead.

From my eye level, her hands were the first things | noticed whether she was

arfect

making sandwiches or assembling the préfect teddy bear birthday cake. | remembered
‘watching her hands when she taught herself to sew baju kurung, the traditional female

attife in my father's Malay culture. | also noticed that in fast traffic, she would grip the
steoring wheel so tightly that her knuckles would protrude, but she stif managed to
drive my brother, sister and me to piang lessons, school, birthday parties and all those
other places that children have to go.

The years paéSed and then life started to go wrong. | fell into a dep_ression. | was
introduced to heroin! | know my lifestyle was hurting my mother.

Exhausted with the despair and seif-destruction in my life, | eventually turned
to my parents for help. We started the rofler-coaster ride called The Recovery. | worked
my way, painfully and slowly, through @ maze of freatment centres and failed aftempts to
kiok my addiction.

All the way, my panents stood by me, sometimes holding each other's hands, more
often than-not, holding mine. Once, ina dimly lit hospit,ai foom, | opened my eyés and
there my mother was sleeping beside me, completely drained. That night, | cried tears of
sadness for that little gir! sitting at the kitchen table and tears of anger for what | had

done to her.
Adapted from: Reader’s Digest 2007
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For each guestion from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Choose the correct answer and shade the corresponding ovals on the Optical
Anavwer Shoat (OAS) provided.

26. Inline 8, "them” revers io the
1) nail palish and bangles
2} hands of the writer's mother
3 graoves of the wedding band
43 wedding band and diamond ring

27. The writer did not believe her mother when she said that her hands were ugly because
they wers

1) always cool and unsteady

2) the last thing that she noticed

3) always hitting the writer’'s hands

4) a source of assurance and comifort

28.  What was the writer's mother's state of mind when she would “grip the steering whesl
so tightly that her knuckies would protcude” in line 21-227

1) She was disturbed by the trafitc condition.

2) She was anxious to get her children to their activities in time.
3) She was parsistent to drive the children to ail the places they wanted. o
4} Shie was overwhslmed that she had to drive her children to various activities.

249. Inline 27, “ Exhausted with the despair and self-destruction in my life” suggesis.
that the writer was overwhelmed with :

1) weariness

2} desperation

3} hopelessness
4) disappointment

30. Which one of the following is the main idea of the passage?
The writer
1) tried ta kick her bad habits,
2) had led a life of self-destruction.
3) realised that she had disappointed her motlier.
4) missed holding her mother's rough and warm hands.

END OF BOOKLET A
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Soction G — Grapumar Cloze (10 x { mark}

There are 10 bianks, numbered 31 to 40 in the passage below. From the list of words in
the box, choose the most suitable answer-fof each blank and wi ite its letter (A fo Q) in
it “t” and “O” have been omitted to avoid confusion in mariing. :

Use each word only ORCE.

(A) among (D) by (G) of (K} to (N} whose
(8) and (E) during (H) on (L) when (P) with
{C) between (Fy in (Jy fthis (M) which Q) up

Over three months, five secondary students were supposed to sing, dance and
entertain the residents of St Andrew's Cathedral Home for the Aged as part of the Be
The Change programme. However, the residents were not Interested in the activities

nlanned {31) these students. Their spirits lifted (32)

they were talking about botany, and so, the students changed tack. providing each

senior citizen (33) a plastic cup filled with cotton Wwool and green

beans, they grew seeds together. As the plants grew, so did the bond (34)
the students and residents.

One of the student volunteers, Nur Zafirah recounted, “They opened up to us and

one of them even. staried to talk about her experience (35) the war
period!” The studenis !at'e_lj boughf bigger plastic pots (36) - a wider
variety of seeds to sustain the project (37) was named Greening for
a Cause. The project was so successful that they ended (38) building

an outdoor garden. The team of five students was also selected, from (39)

eighty projects, fo represent Singapore (40) the global Be The

Change Conference held in India in September. The team was complimented for
adapting to the situation and corinect with the seniors through gardening.

Adapted from Gresiiing for a cause, TODAY,, 18 Novemizer 2013



"Section H — Editing for Speiling and Grammar (10 x_1 mark)
Correct each word in bold for spelfing and each underlined word for grammar. Write
tha correct word in the relevant box.

Several years ago, in a small town in Spain, theve lived a man named Jorge and his

41)

young son, Paco. One evening, Jorge had a bilter ahguementwith Paco. The next day,

42)

Jorge discovered that Paco’s bed was emti and he had run away from home.

43)

O\[Q.FC.D?\Q,
Ovecome with remess, Jorge wanted to put things right. He spent that day searching

44)

his soul. He realised that his- son was mare important to him with anything else. He was

45)

ditermeened {o find his son and undo his mistake. Jorge went to a well-known store in the

46)

.

centre at the town and posted a large sign that read, “Paco, come home. | lové you. Meet me

47)

48)

The next morning, Jorge went to the store, where he find no less than seven young

49) ] 50)

boys named Paco whose had also run away from home. They were all answered the call of

love, each hoping it was his dad inviting him home with open anns.

Adapted from Paco Come Home by Alan Cohen



Section [ ~ Comprehansion Cloze (15 x 1 marlk]
Fil inr each blank with a suitable word.

The tiger is a beautiful creature and it is cerfainly the most graceful of all cats. There

are many (51) kinds of tigers and they are all rare. Their habitat is

refated fo their (52} the small species with shori fur are found in

hiotter climates while the larger, stronger Siberian ligers are befter suited fo the

(63)

in common withr other cats, tigers are borm with their eyes closed and weigh about 808
grams at (54} There are usually about two or three in.a litter and
they have o {65) on their mother to feed and protect them The father
tiger provides (56) heip at all. In fact it is even known to eat its cubs!

Tigers usually live about 15 years in the (§7) which is their

natural habitat but they can survive up to 20 years in capiivity. The tiger, like the cheetah, the

snow leopard and (58) felines, is a solitary predator. Tigers mark out
their territory. The slze of that territory depends (59) the amount of meat
available.

Tigers tove water and they even swim out to Islands in (60).,

of food. They use their stripes as (61) , lying in ambush near, water-

holes, wailing for the food to come to them. They (62) run as fast

as chestahs and can only reachup to about 64 kilometres per hour when they are sprinting.

Tiger have been killed all (63) the world for fur, frophies, or Just

for sport. However, there have been other (64) why local people

warit to destroy them. If thieatened, a tiger may kill a human. As.a result, it may also develop

a taste (65) : human flesh. When this happens, the local irihabitants ry to

shoot the figérs to protect themselves.

Adapted from Endangersd Spacies by Richard Davis



Saction J - Synthesis / Transformation (5 x 2 mark)

For questions 66 o 70, rewrile the given senlence(s}) using the words provided. Your
answer must be in one senterice. The meaning of the sentence must be the same as
ihe given one(s).

66. The boys played soccer in the field. They did not attend supplementary class.

instead of

67. 1 would rather eat a chocolaie cake than drink a cup of soya bean milk.

prefer

68. Leo was nominated to be a class monitor. He was capable.

On account of

69. ltis very exhausting to run ten rounds around the track continuously.

Running

70.  The road works department has built a hew coastal expressway fhat links East Coast
to Marina .Bay.

A new coastal expressway




Saction K — Comprehension {10 x 2 marks)

Fend the passage helow and answer guestions 77 16.80.

As a boy growing up in Shenyang, | practised the piano six hours a day
an my own accord. { loved the instrument. My mother taught me to read notes
and my father, concermaster of a local folk orchestra, showed me how fo
control the keys. My parents were amazed at how quickly | learnt and realised |
had the talent. At first, | played on clunky Chinese keyboards — cheap but the
best we could afford. Later, my parents bought me a Swedish p{anon, but t broke
haif the stiings on it playing Tchalkovsky. That was when my parerts and my
teacher decidgd I was too much for such an instrument and for our hometown.
To be a serious muslcian, | would have to movs to Beiing. | was just eight years
old.

My fatherknew fifé would not be easy. Millions of pianists in China were
vying for fame. “You need fortune,” my father said. “If you don't work, no fortune
corries. But music is stilf music, and it éxists to make us happy,” he added.

To relocate to Beijing with me, he made a great sacrifice. He quit his job
which he foved and my mother stayed behind fo. keep working at her job at the
science institution to support us. They both warned me, “Being a pianist is hard.
Can you live without your mother?”

| said, “I want my mother!l” But ! knew | needed to be in Beijing.

My father and { lived in an unheated apartment with five families sharing
one bathroom. My father caoked, cleaned and looked .after. me.. Sésicaliy, he
hecame a homemaker. We lived far frora my schoal, and since takirig the bus

was too expensive, my father would take me on hie bicycle every day. it was an

hotir and a half each trip, and | was a hesvy boy, much heavier than [ am as an
adult. He did this In winter too.

| was miserable, but not from my poverty or pressure. My new teacher
did not Ifke me. “You have no falent and will never ba a piénisi,“ she often told
me. | was just nine years old. | was devastated. 1 did not want to be a pianist
anymore. | decided ! wanted to go home to my mother. For the next two weexs,
| did not touch my piano. Wisely, my f.atﬁer did not push, He just waited.

Sufe enougti, the day came at school when my teacher asked me fo
play some holiday songs. 1 did not want to, but as | placed my fingers on the
p‘iﬁaﬁb keys, | realised | could show ottier people | had talent after all. That day, |
told my father what he had been waiting to hear — that | wanted to study with a
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new teacher. From that point on, everything turned around.
| started winning cornpetitions. We still had very litite money. My father 35
had to borrow money to pay for a ip (o the Intemational Pianist Competition in
Etfling, Germany in 1894 when | was twélve. i realised later how much pressure
hé was under as { watched footage of the concerl. Tears streamed down his
face when it was announced that | had won, eaming enough money to pay back
our loan. 40
it was soon clear | could not stay in China forever. To become a
world class musician, t had to play on the world's big stages. So in 1887, my

father and | moved again, this {ime to Philadelphia.

Adapted from Music to My Ears by Lang Lang

For each guestion 71 16 80, write your anisweér ifi the space provided.
ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71. Which two cities did the author spend his childhood in?

72, How can we tell that the author loved the piano?

73.  Which word in paragraph 2 has the same meaning as “competing eageily"?

74.  What sacrifice did the author's father make in order to help him become a serious
musician? '




75.

78..

77.

78.

79.

80.

Why did the author refer to his father as a “homemaker” in line 217

What does the word ‘this” in line 24 refer 107

Explain clearly the cause of the author's suffering when he was in Beijing?

Explain clearly how the author's father felt on hearing that his son had won the
International Pianist Competition?

Which sentence shows the author's realisation that he had to perfofm outside China to
become a great pidnist?

Besides their love for the author, what made his parents determined to see him
succeed?

End-of-Papsr
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66)The boys played soccer in the field instead of attending supplementary
class.

67} prefer eating a chocolate cake to drinking a cup of soya bean milk.

68)0n account of his capability, Leo was nominated to be a class monitor.
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69)Running ten rounds around the track continuously is very exha usting.

7G}A new coastal expressway that links East Coast to Marine Bay has been
built by the road works department.

71)te spent his childhood in Shenyang and Beijing.
72}He practiced the piano six hours a day on his accord.
73)The word is “vying”.

74)The author's father quit his job, which ke foved in order to help the author
become a serious musician.

75)His father cooked cieaned and looked after the author and looked after the
author.

76}It refers to his father taking him to school on his bicycle everyday.

77)The author's new teacher did not like him and even said that he had no
talent and would never be a pianist.

78)He was relieved that they won enough money to pay back their iocan.

79)The sentence is “To become a world class musician, I had to play on the
world’s big stages”.

80)They realised their son had to lent in music.
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Section A: Graphic Stimulus (5x1m = 5my}
Study the following text and then answer questions 1 to 5.

World —class Plays for the Young and Young at Heart

Private Placid (23 to 30 June)

This play relives the life of Private Peter Placid, a young World
War I soldier in 2 prison cell, as he looks back on his short but
joyful past growing up in rural Devon.

Proudly presented by OKTO Theatre (UK) for young people
aged 8 and above with their families at Regimented Theatre.

Traumatic Tudors (1 to 9 July)

Learn about the English royalty from the 1400s to the 1600s (with
the nasty bits left in) in this production by The Noble Stage
Company (UK} at the Monarchs Arts Centre.

For children aged 7 and above with their families.-Enjoy a 10%
discount with your ACBC credit card.

The Gruffalo (22 June to 3 July)

2% .
N Join Mouse on an adventurous journey through the dark ancient
o g wood in this magical adaptation of the award-winning book by Julia

%, -
;ﬁ’ | Donaldson. Let your imagination run wild with songs, faughs and fun
&f y for everyone aged 3 to 101!

Enjoy @ 10% discount with ticket stubs of We're Going on a Bear.

\
\}} X ‘}ﬂ An irresistibly charming play by Short Stories (UK) at ACT5 Theatre.
: Hunt.

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (20 June to 1 July)

Abba Ltd (UK} proudly presents We're Going on a Bear Hunt at
the Ursine Centre Theatrel Children aged 3 and above will enjoy
this fun-filled play as our brave adventurers sét off on a quest to
find a bear.

What the Ladybird Heard (21 to 30 June)

in KidsPlay's glittering family treat, the woolly sheep, the hairy hog,
the fat red hen and the dainty dog provide «children 18 months and
above with live music, plenty of audience participation and lots of
laughs.

Proudly presented by Hair Wax Ltd (UK) and Singapore Youth
Theatre at the Apian Arts Centre.

i




For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Onpticat Answer Sheet.

i. The text on the previous page can most likely be found in a

(1)
2
{3)
(4)

storybook

diary entry
newspaper article
magarine for parents

2. Tom wants to watch Traumatic Tudors. Which of the following statements is

false?

(1)

Tom can watch the play with his parents.

(2) He will be learning about English kings and queens.
(3) Tom must be 8 years old to watch Traumatic Tudors.
(4)  He wili be watching the play at Monarchs Arts Centre.
3. Sandy has watched We're Going on a Bear Hunt. She can enjoy a 10%

discount for

(1)  The Gruffalo
(2) Private Placid
(3} Traumatic Tudors
4y What the Ladybird Heard
4. Where can you watch a performance by actors from two countries?
(1)  Act5 Theatre
(2)  Apian Arts Centre
(3) Regimented Theatre
(4) Monarchs Arts Centre
5. Your cousins are 2 years old and 3 years old. Which play is suitable for the
both of them?
(1) The Gruffalo
(2) Traumatic Tudors
(3) What the Ladybird Heard
(4) We're going on a Bear Hunt



Section B: Grammar Discrete (7 xxim =7m)

For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Opfical Answer Sheet.

8. Not only did Matthew go to Egypt for a month, but he also to
Greece for a few weeks.
(1) go
(2} goes
(3) went
{4) going
7. My parents blamed my brother and for our baby sister's fall.
(1) 1
2) my
(3) me
(4) mine

8. Neither you nor f an expert in this field. | think we should seek
help from the professionals.

(1) am
(2) are
(3) was
{4y were
9. By signing this doctiment, you are agreeing to abide all the terms
and conditions.
(1) to
(2) by
(3) for
(4) with
10. Awvoid your vegetables for too long or most of the nutrients will be
jost.
(1) cook
(2) cooks
(3) cooked
(4) cooking



11.  As Samuel was not competent enough, he was passed fora

promotion.
() in
(2} up
{3y over
{4y  through
12. Jane, we met at the bazaar last night, used to be my brother's
piano teacher.
(1)  which
(2) -whom
{3y  where

(4) whose



Section C: Punctuation {3 x 1m = 3m}
For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation {o complete the
passage. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

Jonathan Livingston Seagull was not like most gulls. Most gulls don't bother to
fearn more than the simplest facts of flight (13} how to get from shore to food, and
from food to shore again. For most gulls, it is not flying that matiers, but eating. For
this guil, though, it was not eating that matiered, but flight. More than anything else,
Jonathan Livingston Seagult loved to fly.

“Why, Jon? Why?” his mother asked. “Why is i so hard {o be like the rest of
the flock, Jon? You're all feathers and bonel”

“l don't mind being feathers and bone (14) Mum. [ just want to learn what | can
do in the air and what 1 can't, that's all. | just want to know.”

“Now,” said his father, not unkindly (15) “'m not trying to stop you from doing
what you want. But winter isn't far away. If you must learn, then learn about foed and

how to get it.”

Adapted from Jonathan Livingston Seagull

13. (1) [~] dash
(2) [.]1fuli stop
(3) [ 7?] question mark
(4) [!]exclamation mark

4. (1) [, ] comma

2y [.] full stop

3) (! ] exclamation mark

4) [,”1 comma and inverted commas
15. (1) [, ] comma

2> [.] fullstop

(3) [?]1 questionmark

(4) {1]exclamation mark



Section D: Vocabulary (8 x tm = 8mj

For each question from 16 to 23, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet.

16. The place was badly flooded and we had to through knee-deep
water.

(1) glide
(2} wade
(3y amble
(4) saunter

17. Candy woke up late. She was lucky to reach the airport and
catch her plane.

(1) on herown time

(2) on borrowed time

(3) in the nick of time

(4) with a whale of a time

18. The angry workers were finally when they received news that
they were going to be compensated.

(1) appalled

(2) appealed
(3} appraised
(4) appeased

19. | may not recognise my ex-classmates as | can only remember

how they looked like.

(1) vividly

(2) vaguely

(3) distinctly
(4) inaccurately

20. "Do you have any of what happened in the accident?” the
doctor asked the patiént who had just regained consciousness.

(1) reservation
(2) recollection
(3) discernment
(4) understanding



21. by the failure of his last movie, the actor made a comeback
with his new movie {ast month.

{1y  Scared
(2) Astounded

(3) Undaunted
{4y Discouraged

22.  Many Singaporeans were filled with for the mountaineers’
successful ascent of Mount Everest.

(1} approval

(2y attraction
(3) -admiration
(4) appreciation

23. The police released the suspect as she had an . Her friend
claimed that the suspect was with her when the crime took place.

(1) alibi

(2) excuse

(3) explanation
{(4) appointment



Seciion E: Vocabulary Cloze {5 x tm = 5m)

ior each queston from 24 to 28, choose the word(s) closest in meaning fo the
undertined words. Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

The face of the worid is changing. More people than ever are living in areas

vulnerabie {o natural disasters. Over a billion people live under the shadow of the
(24}

world's 1,900 active volcanoes. Yet, only a few of them are adequately monitored.
Accurate forecasting is the best defense against hurricanes but mwany hurricane

warnings are unheeded. Tsunamis can form too quickly for official warnings to be
(25)

given. However, recognising the immediate signs, such as a rapidly receding ocean,
(26)

can give people precious minutes o reach safety.
The science of weather is a constantly evolving field, sparking a number of
(27)

breakthroughs on how to anticipate and frack superstorms or other natural disasters.

This research transiates o better preparedness when faced with the unexpected.
(28}

The face of the world is changing but through knowledge, we can change our ways.

Adapted from Nationial Geographic

24, (1)  most affecied by
(2} easily pressured by
(3) easily influenced by
(4) mostmanipulated by

25, (1) ignored
(2) listened
(3) regarded
(4) discarded



268.

27.

28.

(1)
2)
(3)
4

{1)
(2)
(3
(4)

(1)
@)
(3
(4)

fading

shrinking
dwindling
retreating

deriving
emerging
increasing
developing

means

decodes
iransfers
simplifies
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Section F: Comprehension MCQ {5 x 1m = 5m)
Read the passage and answer questions 29 {o 33.

When [ arived at the house, | was met by the mother, a big startled-looking
woman who was apologetic. She let me into the house and took me to the child. As
it happened, we had been having a number of cases of diphtheria in the school to
which this child went to. We were all, quite apparently, thinking of that, though no
one had as yet spoken of the thing.

“Well, I suppose we take a look at the throat first,” | said, smiling in my best
professional manner. | asked for the child's name and said, "Come on, Matilda,
open your mouth and let's take a look at your throat.”

Nothing doing.

“Such a nice man,” putin the mother. “Look how kind he is to you. Come on,
do what he tells you {o do. He won't hurt you.”

At that, | ground my teeth in disgust. If they didn't use the word 'hurt, !
might be able to get somewhere. | did not allow myself to be hurried or disturbed but
speaking quietly and slowly, | approached the child again. As | moved my chair a
littte nearer, she knocked my glasses flying and they feli, several feet away from me
on the kiichen floor. '

The battle began.

“If you don't do what the doctor says, you'll have to go to the hospital,” the
mother admonished her severely.

“Oh yeah?” | had to smile to myself. In the following struggle, the parents
grew more and more dejected. They were at the end of their rope while Matilda
rose to magnificent heights of insane fury from her terror of me. By this time, | was
starting to admire the strong-willed girl. Her parents, on the other hand, 1 held in
contempt.

I tried again to get the wooden tongue depressor between her teeth. She
fought desperately with clenched teeth. By now, | had also grown furious at her.
Matilda came down hard on the wooden spatula and reduced it to splinters before |
could get it out again. '

“Get me a smooth-handled spoon of some sort. We're going through with
this,” | told the mother. Matilda's tongue was cut and she was screaming in
hysterical shrieks. Perhaps | should have stopped and come back in another hour or
more. But | had seen two children dead from diphtheria and feeling that | must get a
diagnosis now or never, | went at it again. Deep down, however, | knew that | too
had got beyond reason.

That child must be protected from her own ignorance, one says to one’s self
at such times. It is a social necessity. All these are true but what drove me then was
a blind fury, a feeling of adult shame at not being obeyed. One goes on to the end.

in a final assauilt, { overpowered the child's neck and jaws. | forced the
heavy silver spoon to the back of her teeth and down her throat till she gagged.
There it was—her throat was covered with membrane. Our suspicions were
confired. She had been hiding the sore throat for at least three days and lying to

her parents in order to escape just such an outcome as this.

Adapted from The Use of Force




For each guestion from 29 fo 33, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
optical answer sheet.

25, What did Matilda do when the doctor greeted her and asked to check her
throat?

(1) She grested the docior.

(2) She gave in to his request.

(3) She was rude fo the doctor.

(4) She refused {o open her mouth.

30. The writer ground his teeth in disgust (line 12) because

(1) he did not like to speak quietly and slowly

{2} Matilda's mother had told Matilda what to do

{(3)  hewas being told to hurry up by Matilda's mother

(4) Matilda's mother had suggested that the procedure might hurt

31. The phrase ‘at the end of their rope’ in line 21 tells us that Matilda's parents
were

() nearly giving up

(2) angry with Matilda

{3) restraining Matilda with a rope
(4) ashamed of Mafilda's behaviour

32.  What was the real reason the writer insisted on checking Matilda’s throat?

(1) He felt that it was his duty as a doctor to do so.

(2) He felt that Matilda did not know what was best for her.

{3) He was angry with Matilda for refusing to have her throat checked.

{4) He was airaid that he would not have the time to check on Matilda
again. ‘

33. Which of the following is true?
(1)  The writer sympathised with Matilda’s parents.
(2)  The witer confimed that Matilda had diphtheria.

(3)  Thewriter managed to check Matilda's throat twice.
(4) The writer felt bad about and regretted using force on Matilda.

12
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Section G: Grammar Cloze (10 X T = 10m)

There are 10 blanks, numbered 34 to 43. From the list of words given, choose the most
suitable word for each blank. Write its letier (A to Q) in the blank. The letters {I} and (O}
have been omitted in order to avoid confusion during marking.

Use each WORD once ONLY

I A) as D) by Gy from K} the N) were
B) and £} even H) in Ly b} P) whose
C) before Fy for Jy it M)  was Q) with

Cochineal is a crimson-coloured dye derived from insects. This briiliant red dye

which was once treasured the Spanish congquerors gives many modern
(34)
foods and cosmetlics an appealing blush. a small number of people,
(35)
though, it can cause swelling, rashes, or respiratory problems. As a result of the severe

allergic reaction that it may provoke, the United States has now ordered that the colouring

be identified “cochineal extract” or "carmine” on product labeis. Previously,
(36)
vague phrases such as "natural colouring” acceptable.
(37)
Cactus-eating cochineal bugs are dried and crushed to produce a powdered dye.

Beginning in the 16th cenlury, Europeans of wealth status wore ciothing
(38)
reddened with rare cochineal. The deep, durable colour was ) used to
‘ (39
produce the Britlish Army's famous red coals more than 200 years.
(40)
Cochineal harvesting declined after. _invention of cheap man-made dyes in
: (41)
the 1800s. However, has rebounded with the dye's use as a natura
(42)
alternative artificial colourings.
(43}
if the idea of eating red food dye made from bugs disgusts you, consider that if it

does not come from a bug, it may come from something worse like coal or pefroleum

byproducts.

Marks




Section H: Speliing and Grammar {10 X 1m = 10m)

Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. Write the
correct word in the relevant box. ’

(44)

It was seventy-five-year-old Jack Fyfe's terrible nightmare come true. He awake to

(45)

find the left side of his body completely tacking ali sanséision. He realised that he must

(46)

have had a stroke while he was sieepir{g. With a supreme effort with will, he attempted to

(47)

rolf out of bed, hoped that he might drag himself to the telephone and call for help.

(48)

However, he was completely unable to move. That was when the horror of his pridicaman

truly struck him. A widower, he lived alone with Trixie, his dog.

(49)

Jack did his best to fight back the panic that began to permieight every corner of

(50)

his mind. He begin to scream for help but only Trixie, whining at his bedside, heard his

(51)

eganised pleas for assistance. It was very hot in the house and he was very likely to die a

(52)

slow, terturous death of thirst long before anyone miss him. Jack drifted in and out of

(53)

kontiousnes, Jad( did not know it then, but his canine friend would remarkably save his

life later.

Marks
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Section i: Comprehension Cloze (15 x Tm =15m)

In the following passage, there are 15 blanks numbered 54 to 68. Fill in each blank with a
suitable word.

Fill in each blank with a suitable word.

The Great Wall of China was built over 2000 years ago by Qin Shi Hﬁangdi, the first

emperor of China during the Qin Dynasty, in order to keep out the nomadic Xiongnu tribes

inhabiting Mongolia. then, many dynasties have maintained and renovated
(54)
the wall. Whiie China's was not the first wall built to this purpoese, the Great
(55)
Wall is arguably one of the world's famous and impressive man-made
(56)
structures.

The Great Wall is one of the largest building projects ever completed. Construction

on the wall, which is made out of several different including bricks, stone,
(57)

grass, rock and earth was done by Chinese soldiers, criminals and commoners. This

imposing structure did not come without a . the loss of human lives. ltis
(58)
estimated that thousands upon thousands of Chinese workers - building the
(59)

Great Wall.

So how great is it really? There has been much dispute over the . T3 of

(60)
the wall and some esfimate that it from 2000 km to 8800 km.
(61)




To the debate once and for all, researchers recently began {o
(62)

survey the dimensions of the wall. Considering that the Great Wall crosses
(63)

steep mountains, desert and grassland like a gigantic dragon, it is easy to see why this is

no simple
(64)
to popular belief, you cannot actually see the Great Wali of China
(65)
from the Moon. to scientists, trying to view the Great Wall from the Moon
(66)
would be to a'human trying to see a single of hair from a
(67) (68)

distance of three km. Neil Armstrong, the American astronaut who first set foot on the

Moon in 1969, said that he had seen the continents, fakes and blue spots touched with red

but he could not make out any manmade object on the earth from the Moon.

Marks

16



Section J: Synthesis/Transformation {6 x 2m = 12w}

For each of the questions 69 to 74, rewrite the given sentence(s} using the word(s}
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence
must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s).

88.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

The movie was a success. Jackie Chan starred in i,

which

Mr Lim told the class, “All of you have to report to me tonight before leaving
the camp.”

Mr Lim

We could not find anything in the kitchen except for some utensils.

Apart from

The weather was extremely cold. Adam could not head outdoors.

ioo

Andy was an arrogant man. He was not popular.

because of

We did not want to go to the Botanic Gardens for a picnic.

None of

Marks
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Secticn K: Comprehension Open-ended (10 x 2m = 20m)
Read the passage below carefully and answer questions 75 to 84.

ladam Rogayah had applied to buy a Housing and Development Board renovated
apartment. Someocne claiming to be an HDB officer came to her flat with forms for her to
sign. Before that, however, he demanded in a businesslike manner that she proved her
identity first. Madam Rogayah showed him her identity card and he stared at her face.
“This is really yours?” he asked severely. Madam Rogayah began to sweat. “Yes, | swear
it | can get my neighbour over here to verify! I'll get her now!” The man stopped her at
once, magnanimously deciding to believe her. Madam Rogayah naturally felt deeply
indebted and ready o comply with whatever more he required.

~ The man required two thousand dollars in cash as an additional deposit. Madam
Rogayah said she had only nine hundred dollars at home. He generously said that would
do. He took the money, gave her an official-looking receipt and ieft. Madam Rogayah

never saw the man again, nor her money.

The news spread through the estate. It was the topic amongst many residents.
Madam Wong laughed loud and long at that naive Rogayah. She would never let herself
be swindled, although she too was hoping to buy an apartment. Soon, an agent came to
see Madam Wong. He gave her his card which read “Rayson Bong, Bigtime Brokers Pte
Ltd". She did not know him or his firm so the astute housewife told him to return the next
day. Meantime, she asked around and realised that some friends had used the firm.
Opinions differed about their quality of service but Madam Wong felt assured.

The next day, Rayson brought Madam Wong to an empty apartment. It {ooked
good. The price looked good too. ‘In fact, too good to be true,! Madam Wong said to
herself. She was not going to be gullible. 'I'm no Rogayah, easy meat for swindlers,” she
smirked to herself. Rayson said she had to pay $5000 as deposit the next day, otherwise
she would lose the apartment as he had another buyer waiting.

That night, she questioned some friends over dinner and wondered loudly if she
could trust Rayson. Her uninhibited talking paid off as moments later, someone came over
and drew her aside. He whispered briefly “CID”, flashing an identification card. He said that
she was right about Rayson. The firm was genuine but Rayson was not. The Criminal
Investigation Department had been observing him but so far, they had not been abie to get
any evidence on him. “Could he be the conman who swindled Rogayah?” Madam Wong
asked. “It's possible,” replied the detective. Madam Wong was thrilled. She was assisting
CID to catch that conman, what a heroine she would become! “And you will cooperate with
CID? You will hand over the deposit so that we can catch him red-handed?” asked the
detective. “Of course | will cooperate with the police!” Madam Wong enthused, nodding
eagerly.

The next morning, Madam Wong passed her five thousand dollars to the detective
who was supposed fo pretend to be her brother. The moment Rayson arrived, the
detective whisked him away. Unexpectedly, Rayson retumed later that day. He apologised
to Madam Wong, saying he had sold the apariment to the other party since her brother told
him that she would only consider a lower price.

Madam Wong never saw the detective again, nor her money.

13 ) Adapted from The Cenman’




ANSWER IN COMPLEYTE SENTENCES.

75.

78.

77

78.

79.

80.

What did the man stop Madam Rogayah from doing in line 87

What does the word “that” in line 10 refer to?

What was “the news” (line 13} that spread through the estate?

Which word in paragraph 3 shows that Madam Wong was a sharp and clever
tady?

Explain fully why Madam Wong felt assured in line 19.

According to paragraph four, what was Madam Wong's main concern with
the apartment?

Marks




81.

82.

83.

84.

Which phrase in paragraph 4 has the same meaning as ‘gullible’?

Why was Madam Wong so eager 1o cooperate with the police?

Explain fully why the author said that Rayson returned “unexpectedly” in line 38.

Why did Madam Wong not see the detective again?

Marks

End of Paper

20
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44 )awoke 45)sensation 46)of 47)hoping 48)predicament
49)permeate  50)began 51)agonized 52)missed 53)consciousness
54)Since 55)serve 56)most 57)materials 58)cost

59)died 60)length 61)ranges 62)end 63)over

64)feat, task, job 65)Contrary 66)According 67)akin

68)strand

69)The movie which Jackie Chan starred in was a success.



70)Mr Lim told the class that aif of them had to report to him that nignt before
teavirg the camp.

71}Apuct from some utensils, we could not find anything in the kitchen.
72}The weather was too cold for Adam to head outdoors.

73)Andy was not popular because of his arrogance.

74one of us wanted to go the Botanic Gardens for a picaic.

75)The man stopped her from getting her neighbour ever to verity her identity
card was hers.

76}It refers to the nine hundred doflars.
77)It was about Madam Rogayah being swindled.
78)it word is “astute”.

79}Madam Wong asked around and realised that some of her friends had used the
firm.

80)Her main concern was the price of the apartment was too good to be true.
81)The phrase is “easy meat”.

82)She wanted to become a heroine.

83)Rayson was supposed to be caught by the police.

84)The detective was a swindler.
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For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3 or 4 yon the
Opfical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

1. The main purpose of this advertisement is o

(1) boost the sales of the Family Pass

(2} promote Singapore’s heritage sighis

(3) promote the open-top double-decker bus

{4) encourage tourists to hop on and hop off the bus

2. Whatis an advantage of buying a Family Pass?

{1} Cost saving

(2) Travel at one's own pace

(3) Family travelling together

(4) Tour around the heritage routes

3. How do customers abroad purchase their passes?

(1) Call the hotline

(2) Log on to the website

(3} Walk into any City Tours offices

{4) Walk over fo-any of the hotels nearby

4. What can one look forward to when riding on the open-top bus?

(1) Visiting the heritage sites

(2) Being entertained by a guide

(3) Listening to a live commentary on Singapore heritage
(4) Enjoying a panoramic view of the city's top attractions

5. Which of the following statements is false?

(1) Each pass allows one 10 travel at his own leisure.

(2) Online booking is made available to all overseas guests.

{3) An open-top bus tour takes people to all tourist attractions.

{4} Afamily of three with a foddler is entitled to purchase a Family Pass.



For each question from 6 fo 12, four opfions are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 of 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3 or 4 ) on the
Optical Answer Sheet {7 marks}

10.

She has three brothers; two of were adopted.

(1} who
(2) which
(3} whom
4y whose

When the cleaner the classroom, the pupils walked in.

(1} swept

(2) has swept

(3) had swept

{4) wili be sweeping

As the lion approached the hunter, he on ithe ground and
pretended to be dead:

(1) lie

(2) lay
(3) has iain
(4) was lying

Mr Tan insisted on going to work . having a fever.

(1) due to
(2) despite
(3) although
{(4) however

The principal congratulated the team their achievement at the
competition.

(1Yin
(2) on
(3) by
{4) for



11.

i2.

The boy {eit his dinghy
strong swimmer.

(1) sink

{2} sank
{3} sunk
(4} sinks

All the pupils but one
subscriplion.

(1) submit

(2} submits

{3) has submitted
{4) have submitted

and panicked as he was not a

the consent forms for the newspaper



For each guestionfiom 13 fo 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete fhe
passage. Shade the correct oval {1,2,3 or 4 ) on the Oplical Answer Sheet.
{2 marks)

Father Bewade spotted one of the church skaff screaming and crying
uncontrotiably. “Father,” she said (13) "our church is sinkingl"

He took her by the shoulders. “Be calm {14} he shouted “Gather the
others and .ge info the street where itis safer.”

Then ail af once, the scene came alive with young people arriving al the
church. They dug at the heaps of debis with their bare hands, following every
call and whimper for help. “Our young people were fhe real heroes,” Father

Bemrade says {15) They dug with nothing but their hands and their hearts.”

13, (1) [ - lhyphen
()1 . ]comma
(3)[ - Ifulstep
{(4) [ ; }semicolon

14. (D[, " Jcomma and inverted conmas
(2) [ . " Jfultstop and inverted commas
(3) [ 7 "] question mark and inverted comimas
{(4) [ { " ] exclamation mark and inverted commas

15. (1) [ : " ]colonand inverted commas
() 1. “Jcomma and inverted commas
(3) [ .* 1ful stop and inverted commas
(4) [ | “]exclamation mark and inverted commas




f-or each guestion from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choleg (1, 2, 3 or 4 ). Shade the corect oval (1,2, 3 or 4) on the
Oplical Answer Shest. {5 marks)

16.

17.

18.

19.

-20.

by the kindness and support from family and friends, she shed

a fear.

{1} Swamped

(2) Smothered
{3) Overpowered
(4} Overwhelmed

Cals were first : 8,000 years ago and -have been vaiued for
companionship ever since.

(1) raised

(2} trained

(3) groomed

(4) domesticated

la the midst of temperatures, many people find refuge in air-
conditioned shopping malls,

(1) stifling

(2) scorching
(3) sweltering
{4) suffocating

Scientisis have been developing robotic devices to improve
people's lifestyle.

(1) inventive

(2) ingenious-.

(3) invaluable

(4) inconspicuous

As dark clouds , the lightning alert came on and the race was

(1) raged
(2) loomed
(3) brewed
(4) emerged



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s} closest in meaning o the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
(& marks}) :

As the days passed, talks about adopting Ofive and Viki, the twins, began. My
parents were seriously thinking about it. That was when | realised my life might change
(21)
forever.
Once the adoption process was finalised, it confirmed my worst fears. Before
Olive and Viki arrived, | received all the attention | could ever want. | started noticing
(22)
A
that my mother hugged Olive more than she hugged me. When my parents arrived

home from somewhere, they would first look out for Olive and Viki, not me. There were

also litle gifts, which | looked at with envy. After a while, | was unguestionably
(23} (24)

infuriated and all mischief broke loose.

| hatched elaborate plans to make the twins feel miserable but i did not carry
(25) )
them out in the end. My parents would not be pleased with me.

21. (1) reflecting on
(2) meditating on
(3) worrying about
(4) deliberating over

22. (1) detecting
(2) observing
(3) perceiving
{(4) acknowledging

23, (1) bhaftred
(2) enmity
(3) jeatousy
(4) contermnpt

24, (1) totally
(2) thoroughly
(3) undeniably
(4) unconditionaliy

25. (1)made
- (2) devised
(3) faunched
(4) implemented




Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30. (5 marks)

The seven pups were leit in a box beside a garbage bin. Thanks to Sherry
Conisbee, the founder of an animal shelter working to improve the lives of stray dogs,
these pups have since found welcoming homes.

With her dimply smile, Shery is always seen playing gleefully with the canine
residents at the shelter which has a playground for animals and a veterinary clinic.
Sherry and her helpers are the only friends these dogs have ever known at the shelter,
temporary homes for the strays undergoing rehabititation. “They are emotional beings,
not vermin on the street,” she says.

" Street dogs can be a pitiful sight. Often hairless or disfigured due to disease and
unireated injuries, they skuik listlessly or spraw! like discarded rag dolls. Sherry’s
volunteers locate their neediest cases with the heip of a neighbourhood watch group
known as ‘dog aunties’. They sterilise, vaccinate and nurture the animals back to heaith.
For instance, Yoyo, a sick and bald dog, underwent a transformation and became a
poised Pomeranian look-alike with lush cream fur.

“f-or years, | have walked past stray dogs, feeling sorry for them but thinking it
wasn't my business,” says Sherry. “Then one day, | came across a pitiful dog — no hair,
boils and blisters all over, limping badly with swollen feet” she recalls. She called him
Benji and tried to befriend the wretched creature. He bit her. “As a stray, he deems
everything about life as unfair and fiightful,” Sherry says. Returning with thick bite-proof
gloves, she began tending to the hu&ing, scrawny animal. After months of dedicated
care, Benji bounced back. He grew long, shaggy hair like an Afghan hound and had a
definite wag in his walk. To save him from returning to the streets, Sherry searched for
an adoptive owner.

Soon after, Sherry and some voluntary veterinarians staried offering medical and
vaccination services to stray dogs. They also helped to controf the baliooning population
of strays by providing sterilisation services. Their educational campaigns in schools and
‘neighbourhoods introduce children to responsible pet ownership.

“Sherry ‘has shown what one committed person can do and | salute her spirit,”

says a director of a leading animal charity.

| Adapted from ‘Saved from the Streets’ by Tibor Kraus
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For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the coirect
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3 or 4} on the
Optical Answer Sheel. :

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

How do Sherry and her volunteers help the strays?

(1) They look afier their neighbours’ dogs and sterilise them.

(2) They nurse sick strays to health and put them up for adoption.

(3) They provide strays with medical care and a permanent home.

(4) They groom the dogs in their neighbourhood and provide medical care.

What does the word ‘residents’ (Line 5) refer to?

(1) The strays

(2) The volunteers
(3) The seven pups
{4) The 'dog aunties’

Why are some strays a piteous sight?

(1) They skulk sluggishly.

(2) They sprawl like rag dolls.
(3) They are severely deformed
(4) They are emotionally scarred.

Why did Benji bite Sherry when she first saw him?

(1) He felt wretched. -

(2) He was frightened of her.

(3) He wanted to get her attention.

(4) He could not walk with his swollen feet.

Which of the following statements is true?

{1) The shelter serves as a permanent home for strays.

(2) Strays need to be sterilised so that they will not be deformed.

(3) Yoyo ransformed from a wretched Pomeranian fo an Afghan hound.

(4) Skeny and her volunteers encourage children to be responsible pet
owners.

© End of Booklet A©
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its lelter {A'lo Q) in the
blank. The letters (1) and {O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.
(10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A) a Dy if (G} the (K) am {N) yet
(B) in (E) was - {H) will (L) stilt {P) would
{C) after {F) when {J) over’ {M) about (Q) against

My' father told me that my first words after the road accident were, "How is my bike?"
But [ did not remember this. All | could remember was that | was cycling on an

expressway on my way home after an 80-kilometre training ride (31) a

white truck hit me from behind.
| had vague memories of hearing the running engine of a helicopter as | was being

airlifted to a hospital. The next few days, | slipped in and out of consciousness. |

recalled seeing the white uniform of a nurse looming (32) me. And at
some point when | was conscious, | remembered telling myself not to die. it was

tempting as ! just had to close my eyes and give (33) so-that the pain

would end. However, | was not ready for that (34}

When | was admitted to the hospital that afternoon, my back was broken in three

places. Dad was told to prepare himself. | (35) not expected to'live. But

(36} four days of drifting in and out of consciousness, | was

miracaii'ous!y out of danger. If Dad remembered my first words as being a question

(37} the condition of my bicycle, Mum recalled me asking her
(38) I was ever going to run again — which made her cry and move
-away -from the bed. | could not remember (39) time soon after the

accident when any medical staff said something like, “John, I'm sorry to tell you that

due to the injuries you-sustained to your back, you (40) never waik
again.” Perhaps everyone assumed someone else had told me that Hevastating piece

of news.
Adapted from Reader’s Digest August 2006 issue



Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. Write

the correct word in the refevant box, {10 marks)
On 31 October 2001, twelve-year-old Ruth was playing with some young friends

not far from her home on the banks of Peropava River in Brazil when-she was

(1))

startelled by a strange roaring noise. Looking up info the sky, the children shrank

(42)

back in fear. Moving slowly towards them was a shyni Unidentified Flying Object

(43)

(UFO) but it seemed to be losing height.

) |

Suddenly, there was a foud thud as the object collided to the trunk of a tree that

stood in its path. The disc changed course and moved towards the river, rocking
(45) (46)
violently. It seemed to be struggled to gain height. Then, abrubtlee, it plunged onto

the. water surface amid an explosion of huge bubbles. The river seemed to be
(47}
boiling at the spot when the disc had disappeared.

Ruth’s mother, Elida, rushed out of the house upon hearing the roaring sound.
@48)(

She ran to where the children were staring at the chearning water. A minute later,

Ruth's uncle also arived at the scene. Like Elida, he had heard the noise but had

(49) ‘

not seen the object. Urterli perbiexed, he could not give an answer to the children’s

questions. He drove to another town and reported the incident to the police.
Although skeptical, they agreed to send some officers to the scene.
(50)
Fortunately for the children whicf: story might have been casually dismissed as
something they had made up, some fishermen had indeed seen the flying disc.

Adapted from Great Mysieries UFOs



_Fili in each blank with a suitable word. {15 marks) e -
ffirst saw ‘Mina’ after | arrived in Borneo, clinging to the arm of our assistant, Mr

Hamzah. As he brought (51) in, Mr Hamzah lifted his arm and

unrolled her like a paper towel spilling onta the floor. She stood up, still holding onto his
arm above her. Her long face was serene, the fluid brown of her eyes veiied
(52) thick laghes. My first (53) _ was, Why, she

looks just like a Parisiennel A lady from Panst”

The weeks that followed confirmed (54) initial impression,

Mina was lady-like. She had a gentle way about her. She never ran, she always

walked. (55} her squeal had the daintiness that the other orang

utans lacked.
Like all orang utans, Mina was covered with dark orange hair.

'(56) coarser and thicker than our hair, the distribution was

similar. Her face, her palms and the soles of her feet werg hairless, while her small

naked ears protrude from the (57} on her head. When Mina

stood up, her long arms dangled (58) her knees while her legs

were proportionately shorter than ours. Mina had a rotund belly that made her look

pregnant although at that time.she was far tco young io (59) any
offspring.

Mina looked self-contained Orang utans, in general, are even tempered and
serene (60) to their volatile chimpanzee cousins. Even among
members of her own tranquil species, Mina (61) out as bheing
exceptionally  calm. Whatever emotions she might have  been
(62) her brown eyes revealed nothing.

At that time Mina was about six years old, the orang utan equivalent of a young

gif. Her sweetness was all the (63) impressive as she had been
kidnapped under wr;at must have been brutal circumstances.

Months after | saw Mina, ! heard -from local people that nearby loggers had
capiured another young orang utan and were holding her at their camp
(64) outside the reserve where | was based. Killing, capturing,g‘f-’

selling a wild orang utan was (65) in Indonesia. However, the law

was rarely enforced. |' was determined to chiange this.
| Adapted from Reflections of Eden by Biruté MF Galdikas




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentences, using the words
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must
be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). {10 marks)

66. That is the salesman. You must speak to him tomorrow.

whom

67. Jack and Timmy are not attending the graduation ceremony.

Neither

68. Nicole said, “I am getting tired and restless these days.”

Nicole said

69. | do not want to go to that restaurant again. | do not care how cheap the food is.

No matter

70. The pupils played truant. Mr Raju had warned them.

Despite




Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. {20 marks)

Aithough Gabby was quite capable of fooking for his own focd, he-always
came home for his supper when he heard a tin mug rattie on the concrete yard.
His usual snack was brown bread and milk with crumbs of cheese. Gabby would
not get these for his snack if the family was away, so it was quite a problem
when we decided to go away for a summer holiday.

The problem was sotved when my father made Gabby a small travelling box. it
" hung from one of the metal bars holding up the roof canvas of our car. Gabby
sat there swaying calmly and surveying the world with his bright, black eyes. He
did not seem at all disturbed hy his strange surroundings. As soon as we
reached our holiday chalet and unloaded the car, Gabby was allowed fo come
out of his box to stretch his wings. We all held our breath while he took off and
flew out of sight, but he soon retumed to his temporary home. Just as we spent
our time exploring our new surroundings. Gabby flew off on regular exploring
trips.

One morning when we were sitfing outside in the sunshine eating our
breakfast we heard our neighbours on the other side of a tall hedge say, "On
look, here’s the bird again! Have we got some food for him?”-And then we found
out what a clever bird Gabby was! He flew to maost of the homes around daily for
the same purpose. When that holiday ended, Gabby rode happily home again
in his special box. As Gabby was adaptable, we took him with us whenever we
went away. As a result, he became a well-travelied bird.

Gabby lived with us until 1941 when the war broke out. My siblings and | were
evacuated with our mother to a safer area in Scolland. This arrangement was
made by my father together with a welfare - organization which amanged our
transport by special train. The relocation was planned for six months initiaily but
was -extended several times. My father joined the army in London which was
nearer to Wales. As Gabby was closer to my father than any of the family
members, he went to London with him. My father had to stay in a huge army
camp. Aithough Gabby was a very clever bird, he must have become confused.
It was extremely “difficult for him o pick out one man in green amongst
thousands of other green-clad ones. Gabby obviously decided fo look for his
family back af his old home in Wales. He disappeared from the camp in London
and after several months, one of our neighbours was surprised to find him sitfing
on her washing line. He surprised her even more when he said, “Hellol” The
poor lady dropped her washing and dashed indoors to recover. Other
neighbours saw Gabby flying about our house until he must have realised that
we were away.

Thinking. about it, we were quite sure that Gabby had gone to spend the rest of
his {ife with the other parrots. There is always a large colony of them in some tall
trees at the bottom of the field. We think that the ones we see nowadays are
Gabby’s relatives and descendants, but none of them ever said, “Hellol” to us!

Adsapted from Pet Stories for Children by Hazel Wikinson
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ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71. Who was Gabby?

72. What was the problem faced by the writer and his family when they decided to go
away for a summer holiday?

73. Why do you think the family held their breath when Gabby fiew off?

74. In what way was Gabby clever as mentioned in paragraph 37

75. Which two-word phrase tefls you that Gabby had been to many places?

76. Was the writer with his father in the army camp? How do you know?

i



77. Inline 31, what does the "green-clad ones” refer {07

78. Why was Gabby unable to recognise the writer's father?

73. Why did Gabby disappear from the camp in London?

80. How do you describe Gabby's relationship with the writer and his family? Support
your answer with an evidence from the passage. .

£nd of Paper
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41 )startled 42)shiny 43)and 44)into 45)struggling
46)abruptly 47)where 48)churning 49)utterly 50)whose
S51)her 52Yoy 53)impression 54)this 55)Even
56)Although 57)hair 58)to 59)bear 60)compared
61)stood 62)feeling 63)more 64)just 65)banned

66)That is the salesman whom you must speak to tomorrow.

67)Neither Jack nor Timmy is attending the graduation ceremony.



68}Nicole said that she was getting tired and restless those days.

69)No matter now cheap the food is, I do not want to go that restaurant again,
7G)Despite the fact that Mr Raju had warned them, the pupil played %;warz‘i:.
71)Gabby was the writer's bird.

72)They would not be able to feed Grabby his usual snack.

73)Tthey thought that Gabby would fly away and not return.

74)Gabby would fly to most of the hom_es around daily to get some food.
75)The two phrase is “well-travelled bird”,

76)Ne, the writer was not with his father in the army camp. The writer and his
sibling were evacuated with the writer to a safer place was Scotland.

77)It refers to the men in army uniform.
78)Many men in the army camp were dressed in green.

79)He could not find the writer’s father in the camp so he decided to ook for
the rest of family.

80)The relation was dose. Gabby flew to their temporary home to look for
them.
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Study the advertisement below-and then answer questions 1 to 5.

—
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30 June 2014

Join the trendiest sporting activity in Singapore.
It isa great opportunity to bond with your family and friends and
‘have a great workout!

-u——-—-’-—wn-n-——i--

Starting point : Raffles City Park - Rock Climbing Wall
Time :7.00 am:

(Latecomerswill not be entertained.)
Our quest : Conquer 50 storeys at SeaCrest Tower

Finishing point : SeaC_restTower Rooftop Cafe .
Our reward - A complimentary buffet of Asian delights for all participants at

the finishing point.

Fee: $20 per person FREE _
Registration dates: 1 June 2014 to 16 June 2014 water bottle for
Please register at the first 50
www.hbcsverticalmarathon20i4.com.sg ruaners who

| The first 500 participantswill receive a free complete the
T-shirt from our sponsor by post. marathon!

Co-sponsored by Organised by Sponsored by
SEACREST TOWER HBCS BANK ABIBAS SPORTS
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For each question from 1 fo 5, four options aré given. One of them is the
correct answer ‘Make your .choice (1 2, 3 ord). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. - _ (5 marks)

1.  The main purpose of this marathon is to

(1) - promote SeaCrest Tower Rooftop Cafe

(2). 1o develop a love for vertical marathons

(3)  recruit participants to work in HBCS Bank

(4)  encourage family and friends to spend time together

2. is in charge of the vertical marathon.

(1) HBCSBank

(2) Abibas Sports
(3) SeaCrest Tower
(4) Raffles City Park

3. Josephine must be one of the first 500 participants to

in order to receive a free T-shirt.

(1) register online by 15 June 2014

(2) register on 30 June 2014 at Raffles City Park

(3) sign up at SeaCrest Tower before 1 June 2014

(4) send her application by post to Abibas Sports by 15 June 2014

4. At the end of the marathon, all participants will

(1}  receive a free water botfle

(2) enjoy the greenery at Raffles City Park

(3) have a great workout at SeaCrest Tower Roofiop

(4  enjoy free food and drinks at SeaCrest Tower Rooftop Cafe

5. Which one of the following statements is true?
(1)  Participants will be climbing a rock wall.
(2) HBCS Vertical Marathon is a bi-annual event.

(3) Latecomers will be allowed to join in the run after it has started.
(4) MrTan’s seven-year-old son will be able to participate in this event.

Page 3 of 11



For each question from 6 to 12, four oplions are given. One of them-is the
comrect answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

10.

True

her word, Mrs Rahim rewarded the class for their

good behaviour.

(1) in

(2) to
(3) by
(4) for

Jonathan, like his brother David, every waek.

(1) swim

(2) swims

(3) are swimming
(4) were swimming

books.

(1) Even
(2) Since
(3) Unless
(4) Despite

"Dorothy, this secret must be kept between you and

you are a member of the library, you cannot borrow any

pleaded Aisha,

(1) 1

(2) us
(3) we
(4) me

"You used a whole chicken to prepare the soup,

the head chef queried.

(1) isn't

(2) didn't
(3) musin't
(4) couldn't

Page 4 of 11



11.

12.

“Raju has neither baintaq the:wall nor

Kevin spent his weekend playing computer games and
his favourite movies on television.

(1) . . watch.
(2) walches
(3) walched

{(4) watching

the painting on

itt" shricked Mrs Jones.

{1} bhang
(2) hung
(3) hangs
(4) hanged

Pace S of 11



For each question from 13 fo 15, choose the correct punctuation to coraplete
the passage. Shade the cormrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. (3 marks)

Driving to the front of the house, Ali shot out of the car before the driver had
even slopped. He spotted some bystanders.

“Do you know if anyone is in there (13) Ali asked.

He km_z:w there could easily be people still asleep in bed (14) oblivious to the
raging fire.

He dashed into the house and he saw a young girl shaking with fear. She
was trying to say something to him but he could not understand her.

She splutered as he carried her outside (15) Mummy and Daddy."

Ali sprinted back into the house to find more trapped victims. He was

relieved when he saw the child's parents.

Adapted from Everyday Heroes by Ali Arshad

13. (1) s comma
(2) [ 7] question mark
(3) W | full stop and inverted commas
(4) [ 7] question mark and inverted commas
14. (1) [. 1 comma
2 [.] fullstop
(3) [ 7] question mark
(4) [ 1] exclamation mark
15. (1) E. comma and inverted commas
(2) By full stop and inverted commas
(3) [ 2%] question mark and inverted commas
(4) [ 1] exclamation mark and inverted commas

PagaGof 11




For each.question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
cortect answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Telling lies comes to Dominic. It is no wonder that his
friends do not'trust him.

(1) firstly

(2)  ideally.

(3} suitably
(4} naturally

Tourists were advised against traveling to Thailand as the riot
worsened.last week.

(1} status
{2) context
(3) position

{4) situation

The license of the famous ltalian restaurant was __. by the
authorities due to unhygienic handling of food.

(1) detained

(2) expelled

(3) suspended
(4) disintegrated

The newspaper reporier used a name in the crime
report as the identity of the victim had to be kept confidential.

(1) forged

(2) fictitious
(3) specimen
(4) counterfeit

The shaplifier was lucky to with only a fine.

(1) getaway
(2) getalong
(3) get across
(4) getaround



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheel. (5 marks)

Have you ever heard someone say that cals have nine lives? To the relief of
dogs, it is just a popular myth that has been around for hundreds of years.
e
Some believe itis related to the cats’ ability to always land on their feet

after a fall. Cats are known for their agility and are feariess acrobats. Some even
(22)

say that cats are more tenacious than other animals in staying alive.

(23)
But why nine lives? It is not known for sure but here are some possibilities.

Cats were considered as sacred animals with godly powers and were first
worshipped in ancient Egypt. This convinced the people to belisve that cats
(24)
could have multiple lives,
In Medieval Europe, however, cats were associated with bad luck. They

were sometimes thrown from high towers in an attempt to get rid of them. The

origin of this ritual is obscure. However, the cals often survived the ordeal and

(25)
seemed to walk away unscathed, much to the amazement of the Europeans.

Hence, some began to believe that cats must have multiple lives.

Adapted from Ever Wondered Why Cals Are Said To Have Nine Lives? by Justine Hankins

21. (1) viral
(2) reputable
(3) well-known

(4) distinguished
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23.

24,

25.

(1)
2
(3)
4

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
4

(1)
(2)
(3)
4)

fragility
stability
elasticity
flexibility

bold
resolute
obsfinate
confident -

enticed
charmed
persuaded
fransformed

pale

blunt
uncerfain
misleading

age S o Tt



Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

Father sighed quietly as he looked across the fields. He had done
everything he could to salvage his shrivelled crops in the blazing I'reat,
but it seemed there was nothing more he could do.

My brother and | were raised as village kids in a small village in
Myanmar where Mother was a teacher but Father had trouble securing a
job. Hence, he bnught a few ar.:res of lantd near the village and tried to
make a living as a farmer. Unforhmately the region's harsh weather
never favoured him. Despite their hardships, they were happy.

During a visit to a local store, Twin Cats, we spotled a red batiery-
 operated car. It had real headlights and flickering tail-lights. To our eyes,
it was an angel in the world of toys. Infatuated as we were, we did not
enquire about the price. We had never owned real toys. We could not
afford them. All our playthings were built from cardboard boxes and
broken housewares.

Father overheard my brother and me talk enthusiastically about that
beautiful car. He announced that he would buy it when he had enough
money. Elated, we never stopped talking about it.

Soon, the big day came. We bounced as we made our way to the
store. | walked straight up to the display case and pointed to the car. The
store clerk glanced at us and hesitatingly took it out. No doubt she
thought that a weary-looking man and his sons in-dirty and worn-out
clothes could only be annoying window shoppers.

“I's $57," she said in a monotone voice. | stood there, waiting for
Father to pay.

He smiled and said in a soft voice, “Sons, that's a little bit more than
what I've got in my pocket at the moment. We'll have to come back later.”
There was silence. We might have been young but we understood.
Father enquired the price of another car but the clerk ignored him.

Father had always been a brave man, but | wonder how much
courage he needed to face his sons as he took our hands and retreated

from the store. We walked home in complete silence.
Adapted from Reader’s Digest (2008)
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For each question from 26 to 30, four oplions are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. {5 marks)

26.

21.

28.

29.

30.

In fine 11, "an angel” refers to the

(1) writer's father

(2) wiiter's mother

(3) local store, Twin Cats

(4) .red battery-operated car

In lines 11 - 12, the writer and his brother “did not enquire about the price”
of the car because they

(1) were so captivated by it that they forgot to

(2) knew that it- would be too expensive for them

{3) thought it was spoilt as the head-lights were flickering

{4) only liked toys built from cardboard boxes and broken housewares

In lines 25 — 28, the writer and his brother understood that their father did

not purchase the car as he

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

had insufficient money

wanted to purchase another car

was annoyed with the clerk who ignored him -
had no intention of purchasing it from the start

According to the passage, which one of the following statements is true?

(1)
(2)
(3
(4

The father’s crops were destroyed in a fire.

The store clerk was not sincere in serving the writer’s father.
The writer’s parents always complained about their hardships.
The boys were angry that their father did not purchase the car.

Which one of the foliowing best describes what the passage is about?

(1)
(2)

(3

(4)

fips on farming
infatuation with cars
hvmg in contentment
life of every village child

Page 11 of 11
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There.are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Wiite its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The letters (I) and (0) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking. {10 marks}

EAGH WORD CAN BE USED. ONLY ONCE.

(A) an ©) and ©) by (K) for (N) since

(B) above (E) be - (H) despite (L) In (P) the
(C) among - (F) below () durng (M) of (Q) up

An amputee who lost half of his leg as a child is fighting to realise his dream of -
becoming a firefighter.

Mr.Isaac Feliciano’s fight hit a road bump when city officials
Paterson, New Jersey declared him to not “physically 'cap(:i;i{zs".

He finished 100th more(t:liL 800 candidates in a recent physical
test the job, whigisi)nciuded puiling a hose and carrying a life-sized
dummy gfﬁl)e wearing a weighted vest. However, a medical consultant tater ruled that

he was not physically capable of sustaining the labours . firefighting work.
(35)

Mr Feliciano has dreamed of taking on the job he was three, wher: a
' (36)
firefighter pulled him from a closet a fire. When he was six, gangrene from
i .. (37}
spinal meningitis claimed his leftlegbelow knee.
(38)

his disability, he played high school football and baseball
(39)
participates in paralympic competitions. Three doctors wili make a
(40)
recommendation to the state authorities in his case.

-,

Adapted from Fireman Fighting for Job, Associated Press



Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underfined word for grammar. Wite the
correct word in the relevant box. (10 marks)

| Typical European family cars have become wider and heavier over the past fifty

41)

_years as manufaciurers struggle to deal with their castemers becoming bigger.

(42)

Now some manufacturérs have began toad-testing the next generation of

43) |

iarger-sized vehicles that will alfow bigger people\té manetane théir comfort on the

(44)

road. BMW have recruited 800 volunteers, ranging from sfim to the obese, for a study to

see how obesity affects mobility while driving.  The volunteers were put through tests

(45).

such as looking around their shoulder while reversing.

(46}

“People are getting more obese aﬁd we want fo find out how that limits there

(47)

range of motion and how our vehicles can adebt to the changing needs of people,” a

member of BMW’s ergonomics team said. “For people who find it difficult to turn 1 40

(48)

degrees to look behind them, he can now look ata screen.”

(49}

Mercedes-Benz plans fo strengthened grab handles above its doors fo help

heavier passengers support themselves. Honda's new range of vehicles will have

(50)

bigger buttons for so-called “sawsage fingers’.
Adapted from Obesity in Motor Vehicles, Agence France-Presse

2



Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

Madam Choon Keng Chan, 99, got out of bed extra early at 6 a.m. yesterday,
excited about the reunion lunch éhe would be having with her ‘family’. Her family’

is an extended one, : 165 of her eidefrly neighbours,.most of
. | (GX)
whom live alone one-room rental flats in Bukit Merah.
(52)

Tanglin-Cairnhill Citizens Committee had put a reunion lunch
53)
for elderly people who live alone to gather and celebrate with one another.

“Wearing a red floral blouse that she reserves special
(54)
occasions, Madam Choon sipped a soft drink as she caught up with her close

_friends.

It has been nine years she had a last reunion dinner with her
(55)
family. Her husband and two sons have died and she is estranged

her daughter. Since then, her annual reunion dinner has been

(56)
coffee and biscuits.
When grassroofs leader, Joseph Lee some of the elderly
' (67)
people in the area during the lunar new year six years ago, he saw many cooped
up in their with fittle festive fare. He rounded up some voluntesrs
(58)
the following year and $8,000 to provide a reunion lunch.
(59)

Every year since then, elderly residents who have no family reunion dinner of

their own are by volunteers to the gathering.
(60)




The volunteers get up early to get the drinks from the market, put up the festive

__and serve the food fo the elderly.

(671)
Over lunch, Madam Choon and her good friend of forty years, Madam Yap Ah

Tai, 93, food onto each other’s plate.
(62)

They live a block from each other and usually meet for coffee
(63)
and exercise every day at a seniors activiy centre. In their close-knit community,

drop by to give them food and help clean their homes,

(64)

"I miss my family, but when you are surrounded by your
(65)
don't think so much,” said Madam Choon. "l treasure these times of getling together

with friends and neighbours who have become my family.”

Adapted from The Straits Times - Reunion Lunch for Elderdy Folk who Live Alone

—



For each of the.questions. 66 fo 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s)
prowded Your answer must be in one sentence. The meamng of your sentence must be

the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). _ - (10 marks)

66

- 67

68

69

70

'Fry the.onions and. carrots. After that, add the minced meat.

after

“Remember to bring in the laundry if it rains,” Mother said to Malry.

Mother reminded ‘ o

Mark topped his class even though he had to work nights to pay his school fees.

- Unless

in spite

You will not lose any weight if you do not stop snacking.

The waiter was efﬁcient. He impressed his manager.

The waiter's R




BLANK PAGE



Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. {20 marks)

| passed all the other courses that | took at university, but 1 could never pass
Botany.This 'was, because ‘all Botany students had to spend several hours a week.in a
laboratory lookmg through a microscope-at -plant cells, and | could never see through a
microscope. | was daft at using that particular equipment and this used to enrage my
professor,

He would wander around the laboratory pleased with the progress all the students
were making in drawing that involved structure of plant cells, untit he came to me. | wouild
just be standing thére, lost.. -

‘[ can't see .anyth'ing,’ t would say sheepishly. He would patiently and painstakingly
begin by explaining how anybody could see through a microscope. | would nod at every
word he said ouf of sheer politeness although [ just knew it would not help much. However,
my blank look would always give me away and he would always end up in a fury claiming 1
was just pretending | could not. Rattled, | would put my eye again to the microscope and
see nothing at all, except now and again, a vague milky substance — you were supposed fo
see a vivid, restiess, clockwork of sharply defined plant cells.

“I see what looks like a lot of milk,” | would tell him. This, he claimed, was because |
had not adjusted the microscope itseff properly, so he himself would readjust it. Then |
would look again and see milk. This time, { did not dare utter a word.

Just as | expected; | had to repeat Botany the next semester. The professor had
come back from vaeafion brown and bright-eyed, eager to explain cell structure again to
his class. | was quietly hoping that he would have forgotten about me. [ looked around
nervously. Students fo the right of me and to the left of me and in front of me were seeing
cells. In addition, they were quietly drawing pictures of them in their notebooks. Of course, |
did not see anything. My clean notepad was yeaming fo be used.’

He approached me swiftly and gave me a quizzical look. His eyebrows furrowed. He
remembered, "We'll fry it,” the professor said to me grimly, “with every adjusiment of the

microscope krnown to man. I myself will arrange this glass so you'll see cells through it o

Il give up teaching.” 1 could see he was trying fo keep cool. I, on the other hand, was
-resigned to fate.

We tried if with every adjusiment of the microscope known to man. Suddenly | saw,
fo my pleasure and amazement, a many-pattemed mass of flecks, specks and dots. Thase
1 hastily drew. The professor, noting my activity, came back from an adjoining desk, a smilz
on his lips, his eyebrows high in hope. He looked at my cell drawing.

“That's what | saw,” | said triumphantly.

*You didn't, you didn't?" he screamed, losing control of his temper instantly as he
bent over and squinted inte the microscope. His head snapped up. “That's your eyel® he
shouted. "You've fixed the lens so that R reflects! You've drawn your eye!™

Adapted from My Life and Hard Times by James Thurber

10

15

20

35




ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71 What was the writer’s problem in botany class?

72 Which word in paragraph 1 shows his professor's reaction to his problem?

73  In paragraph 2, how did his classmates perform in the class as compared to him?

74 In line 9, what does “sheepishly” tell us about the writer's feelings? Give a reason
why he felt so.

75 In paragraph 3, in what way did the writer manage to frustrate his professor?

76 Inline 13 why did the professor say that the writer "was just pretending"?




77

78

79

80

Quote a sentence in paragraph 4 that tells us that the writer was afraid to clarify
again.

Explain clearly what the writer meant by “My clean notepad was yearning to be
used.” in line 24.

In line 26, the professor “remembered”. What did he remember?

In paragraph 9, why did the writer infuriate his professor?

. END OF PAPER
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41)customers 42)begun 43)maintain 44)has 45)over
46)their 47)adapt 48)they 49)strengthen  50)sausage
51)comprising 52})in 53)together 54)for 55)since

56)from 57)visited 58)flats 59)donated 60)welcomed

61)decorations 62)placed 63)away 64)volunteers 65)friends
66)Add the minced meat after frying the onions and carrots.
‘67)Moth"er reminded Mary to bring in the laund ry if it rained.

68)Mark topped his class in spite of having to work night to pay his school
fees.
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69)Unless you stop snacking, you will not lc_:se any weight.
70)The waiter’s efficiency impressed his manager.

71)He cu__l__:__ll_g_lé[tqi_: see through the microscope.

72)The word'is “enrage”-

73)His classmates were all able to see through the microscope and was doing
better than the writer in Botany.

74)He was emh.ﬁrr_assed. He could not see through the microscope though his
friends could.

75)He would patiently explain to the writer how to use a microscope and yet
writer still could not see through it.

76)The profess or was angry that the writer could not use the microscope after
much explanation.

77)The sentence is “This time, I did not dare after a word".
78)The note pad was not used while his other classmate had pictures on their.

79)He “remembered” that the writer was one of his previous students and that
he was the one that could not see through a microscope.

80)The professor discovered that the writer had drawn his eye instead of the
cell. :

page 2
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Part 1: Situational Wrifing (15 marks)
(1) Study the pictures below carefully.

| 2May 2014




Your Task

imagine you are Mary Tan.

You ‘witnessed some boys from your school misbehaving at the void deck on the
previous page. Being a prefect, you warned them to be more considerate but they did
not hee'd'y'ou'r advice. |

Write a letter to your principal, Mr Lee, informing him about the incident.

You are to refer to the pictures and details on page 1 for your letter.

In your letter, include the following information:

« the date, time and venue of the incident
« what the boys were doing

+ what you did

« how the boys responded fo you

« what you would like your principal to do

You may re-order the points. Remember to write in complete sentences.




Part 2: ConﬁnuousAWriting (40 marks)

There are two questions in Part 2.
Answer only one of them.

{2) Write a story based on the picture below. Your story should be at least 150 words
long. :

H
3
¢

414 %ﬁvj

7 2 K &
Pl 0
.;

4{[//[/

!

You must make use of the points below in your story:

« what the man with the moustache holding the knife did
o what happened next

« what happened in the end

You may reorder the points. You may also include other relevant points.



(3) You were reading in the school library when you heard someone crying.

Based on the above sifuation, wrife a story of at least 150 words.

You must make use of t'he points below in your Sié:y:

» who was crying and why
» what happened next

e what happened in the end

You may reorder the points. You may also include other relevant points.

END OF PAPER
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SHADE THE CORRECT OVAL (1, 2 OR 3) ON THE OPTICAL ANSWER SHEET.

Text 1

Q1. Which picture shows what the passenger will be boarding the plane with?

Text 2

Q2. Which picture shows where John is?




Text3

Q3.

Which of the following shows the route taken by Brian and his father?

O
2)
(3)

Q4.

(1)
@
®

>335

I T

Which of the following shows the correct order of stops made by
Brian and his father?

Tents > Management Office > Ben's Burgers
Management Office > Ben's Burgers —> Tents
Ben's Burgers = Management Office > Tents



Text4

Q5.

M
2

3.

Q6.

(1
)
3)

Q7.

(1
2)
&)

Where did the fire start?

A flat along Adam Road.
A shophouse along Adam Road.-

Four shophouses along Adam Road.

Who were the survivor(s)? .

The widowed son.
The elderly couple.
The elderly couple and their widowed son.

What was the probable cause of the fire?

Someone had siarted the fire.
Burning incense in the shop started the fire.

Things stored along the corvidor had caught fire.



Text b

Q8. How long wili “The Jungle Story” run for?

(1) Oneday.
(2) Two weeks.
(3) One month.

Q9. How often is this event brganised?

(1) Oncea fortnight.
(2) Once amonth.
(3) Onceayear.

Q10. Which word best describes the performance by the ventriloguist?

(1) Funny
(2) Sad
(3) Scary

Q11. How can fickets be purchased?

(1) Atany library branch only.
(2)  Only online booking is available.

(3) Atany library branch or via the Internet.



Text 6

Q12. Why did Mark’s mother go to Tim's house?

(1)  She wanted toget Joan's felephone number from Tim.
(2) She wanted to see if Mark was there.
(3)  She wanted to check on Mark.

" Q13. Whywas Mark's mother worried?

(1) Mark had feft his mobile phone at home.
(2) Mark was late in getling home.

(3}  Mark was short.of money. .

Q14. How did Mark gef home?

(D He tock the next bus home.
(2} He took a taxi home.
{3) - He walked home.

Q15. What injuries did the bus driver sustain?

(1)  Anamm injury.
(2)  Ahead injury.
(3) A head and probably an arm’injury.

Q16. What was Mark's reaction right after the accident?
(1} Hewasin tears.

(2 Hewas inshock
(3) Hewas in a state of panic.



~
=]

Q17. Whose house were the gifls going hame from?

(1) Kim's house.

(2) Stacy's house.

(3)  Tricia's house.

Q18. Why was Jenny glad.that she was walking home with her friends?
(1)  She felt safer with company.

(2 Someone had been following her.

(3)  She was scared after attending the Halloween Party.
Q19. Which best describes Jenny, Stacy and Kim?

(1)  They were classmates.

(2)  They were neighbours.

(3)  Theywere new friends.

Q20. Why was Tricia's brother running after the three girls?
(1)  He wanted fo retum something to Kim.

(2) He wanted fo scare.them as it was Halloween.
(3) He wanted fo join the girls on their walk home.

End of Paper
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Study the following adverfisement and then answer questions 1 to 5.

Date: Mon, 16 June 2014
Venue: Singapore Zoo
Time: 9 a.m.

Put an your running shoes & Come join us for a good cause!

All proceeds from the event will go towards the care of endangered animals at the Night Zafari
and Singapore Zoo. Hury! Do your part to help these animals!

Zafari Zoo Run was conceptualised to commemorate the death anniversary of, '
Ah Meng The Orang Utan, one of Singapore’s most adored animal personalities.

Registration Fee
Eﬁ:’ij::gu?tlr:g Normal Price
Category Age Limit d
(Registerby | (4 ¢, 31 may 2014)
30 April 2014)
Adults
(13 years & above) $15 $20
6-km Zafari | Children
Zoo Fun (3-12 years old) $5 $8
Run Family package
1 (2 adutts & 2 chitdren) * $35 $45
* Additional child $2 $5

Registration Details:
= Register at www.zafarizoorun.com.sg -
+ Ane-mail confirmation slip will be sent upon

Exclusive for Zafari Zoo

P 2 Run participants!
successful registration. s ﬁl:nﬂz:]: il
Sasmsmssssssssemammumns ssssssssmmssmmsnnes L L LT T EZ-ink cards up for
Runners' Entitlement grabs!
* Original Brooks T-shirt worth $39.90 for adults and Place your order when
spedially designed T-shirts worth $21.90 for children yeutragistar bar the v

= Plush toy for child parficipants
* Free entry-to Singapore Zoo on event day

R L ey —— TEsssSsERESIRTRAN L L L LR P T

oI

dEgiIRIES N R

Jointly organised by : Wild Wild Singapore & Purple Pear Ltd
‘Sponsors: Wild Ran Ltd & Good Life Ltd

For enquiries, visit www.zafarizoorun.com.sa




The main aim of the Zafari Zoo Run is {o

(1) remember the passing of Ah Meng

{2) promote the importance of exercise

(3) aliow parents to bond with their children

(4) raise funds for animals facing extinction at the zoo

Mrs. Ravi wants to register for herself, her husband, her two daughters. aged
12 and her son aged 6 on .30 Apiil 2014. She will have to pay for

(1)  afamily package at $35, plus ancther $2 .
(2) afamily package at $35, plus another $5
(3) afamily package at $45, plus another $2
(4) afamily package at $45, plus another $5

To find out more about the run, one can

(1) visit the Singapore Zoo

(2) contact Purple Pear Lid

(3) email Wild Wild Singapore

{4) log on to www.zafarizgorun.com.sg

All participants will receive a complimentary on
16 June 2014.

(1) softtoy
(2) =zoo entry pass
{3) specially desighed T-shirt

- (4) original Brooks T-shirt each

Which of the following statements is not true about the Zafari Zoo Run?

(1)  Wild Run Lid is a benefactor of the Zafari Zoo Run.

(2) The Zafari Zoo Run is organised in memory of Ah Meng.

(3)  An online confirmation will be sent to successful registrants.

(4) Only 500 visitors can purchase the limited edition EZ link cards.



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
{1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

6. The enraged taxi driver who was yelling at the car-park attendant seemed

oblivious __the aftention he was drawing fo himself.
(1) to
(2) at
(3) by
(4) with
T. Anastasia, together with her sisters, tennis for twa hours every
Sunday.
(1)  play
(2) plays

(3) has played
(4) have played

8. Despite having been by the discipline master, lan still refuses fo
cut his hair.

(1) wamn
(2) warmns
(3) wamed
(4) waming

g “Jonathan said that he would accompany me to the library, he?”
asked Ren Cher in disappointment.
(1) did
(2) didn't
(3) would
(4)  wouldn't
10.  Donavan invited Alan and over to his house for a birthday party.
(n 1
(2) me
(3) mine
(4) myself



11.

12.

The man, dog was not on a leash, was given a stern warning by
the park manager.
(1) who's
@  which
. @  whom

. (4) ~-whose-— ——— . ..
lwas eating in the cafeteria whern 1| saw the toddler . the drink.
(Y spill

{2y spilt
(3) spils
4} had spiit



For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete
the passage. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet.
(3 marks)

A young man approached the renowned composer, Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, and asked, "Herr Mozart, | have the ambition to write symphonies and
perhaps you can advise me on how to get started.”

Mozart replied (13) My advice is that you wait unfil you are older and more

experienced, and start with less ambitious works.*

The young man looked astonished and said, “But (14) Herr Mozart, you
started wiiting symphonies when you were considerably much younger than 1.7

“Ah (15) Mozart arrogantly retorted, "but | did so without asking for advice.”

Adapted from: Loughing Stork — Pages of Knowledge

13. (1) [."] comma and inverted commas

(2) {."] full stop and inverted commas

(3) [?"] question mark and inverted commas

(4) [!"] exclamation mark and inverted commas
14. (1) [:] colon

2 [,] comma

@) [.] fullstop

4 [:] semicolon
% ) [,"] comma and inverted commas

(2) [."] full stop and inverted commas

{3) [?"1 question mark and inverted commas

(4) [1"] exclamation mark and inverted commas




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
(1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

- 186,

17.

18.

19.

20,

Jason is not wellliked by his peers as he enjoys belitting them in a
manner. ] '

(1}  conniving

(2)  contesting

(3) condemning

{4)  condescending

The lorry a large amount of exhaust fumes, much to the disgust
of the pedestrians on the road.

(1) ejected
(2) emitted
(3) exhaled

(4) evacuated

Do not play soccer if you have an injured ankle. You will the
injury.

(1) elevate
(2) alieviate
(3) aggravate
4) exaggerate

I my aunt when 1 went to the bookshop. -

(1) rande H\roug h
{2) ran by
(3} raninto .

{4) ranwith

When James kicked an opponent in the shin, the lafter - by
throwing James a punch in the face.

(1) retorted
(2) rebuked
(3) rebooted
{4) retaliated



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word closest in meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. (5 marks)

The ftruck overloaded with gubds. and passengers could overtum at any time.
(21) Braving the horrid rain that beat down on them with a vengeance, the passengers
gasped at the thought of the (22) imminent danger that could befall them. The driver tried to
(23) steer the unstable vehicle as skilfully as he cotld down the windy narrow road. Everyone
wanted the (24) arduous journey which had caused so much anxiety to end. This precarious

situation could put the driver's job in (25) potential danger. Knowing that fives were at stake,

the driver persevered with caution.

21. (1) Defying
(2) Tackling
(3) Enduring
(4)  Confronting

22. (1) - eminent
(2) impending
(3) hazardous
4 unforeseen

23, (1) mangle
(2) manage
(3) manipulate
(4) manoeuvre

24, (1)  difficult
(2)  innocuous
(3) foreboding
(4)  unrelenting

25. (1) liability

(2) distress
(3) disaster
(4)  jeopardy




Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

Growing up in a neighbourhood made up of various races, one of our
wildest games was to seek out the owner of a pushcart or a store, usually an
immigrant, and annoy him with a chorus of insults and jeers. To prove our loyaity
fo the gang, it was necessary to use the fiercest and most malicious insults on a
storekeeper or.peddler.belonging to our own race. )

For that reason, | led a raid on a small, shabby grocery store of old Barba
Nikos, a short muscular Greek who walked with a slight limp. We stood outside
his ‘store and dared him to come out, calling him all kinds of names. When he
appeared at the door, we picked a few plums and peaches from his baskets on
the sidewalk and sprmted across the street toreat them while he watched. He
waved a fist and hurled curses at us.

Aware that my bravery was being tested, | raised an amm and fhrew my
half-eaten plum at the old man. My aim was accurate and the plum struck him on
the cheek. He shuddered and put his hand to the stain. He stared at me across
the street and though | could not see his eyes, | felt them sear my flesh. He
turned and walked silent!y back into the store. The boys slapped my shoulders in
admiration, but it was a hollow victory that rested like a stone in my stomach.

One evening, after | had parted ways with my gang, | passed the grocery
‘store on my way home. There was a smaill light buming in the store and the
shadow of the old man’s body was outlined against the glass. Driven by
remorse, | walked to the door and entered.

The old man stared at me and | wanted vety much to turn and flee. As he
motioned for me to come closer, 1 braced myself for a curse or a blow. | stared
flabbergasted as his questioning eyes flared in recognition.

“You were the one,” he said finally, in a harsh tone. | nodded wordlessly.

“Why did you come back?” | stood there unable fo answer.

“Whaf's your name, boy?"

“Haralambos,” | said, speaking to him in Greek.

He looked at me in shock. "You are Greek!” he cried. “A-Greek boy
attacking a Greek grocerl”

He stood horrified at the immensity of my crime.

Adapted from Stelmaric A Family Recollection by Harry Mark Petrakis
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For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of theni is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
(1,2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. {5 marks)

26.

217,

28.

29.

30.

The writer attacked Barba Nikos as he wanted to

(1) play awild game

(2) show loyalty to his peers

(3) insult someone of his own race

(4) mock peole who watked with a limp

The word ‘them' in line 15 refers to ‘

(1)  Barbha Nikos' eyes

(2) chorus of insults-and jeers

(3) Barba Nikos' dagger stares

(4) the plums and peaches in the basket

The wiiter felt he had achieved a ‘hollow victory’ in fine 17 as he

(1)  had astone in his stomach

(2 was proud of his achievement

(3)  did not take delight in his victory

(4)  had not aimed as well as he had wanted to

The writer returned fo the grocery in the evening. This shows that the writer
was

() kind

(2) seifless

(3) repentant

(4) embarrassed

‘He stood horrified at the immensity of my crime.” (line 31).
His crime was considered immense because he had attacked

(1) a Greek grocer

(2) an eiderly person

(3) someone of his own race

(4)  an old man whowas helpless
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of
words given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter
(A to Q) in the blank. The letters (I} and (O) have been omitted in order to avoid
confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED.ONLY ONCE.

(A) about (D) along (G) but (K) over (N) then
(B) after (E) and (H) had (L) than (P) up
(C) against (F) before (J) have (M} that (Q) why

Realising that our family cat, Misty, had disappeared was a sad experience for
me. We (31) recenly moved into a home in a new neighbourhood and
on a far busier road. | had kept Misty locked (32) in the house for the
recommended two weeks but with my two kids and their friends constantly coming
(33) going, she disappeared not long (34) . We searched
for her high and low. We tried our neighbours, checked the railway track running
(35) the back of our property and refurned to our old house. We
constantly looked for her, hoping (36) _all odds to find a scared littie
feline hiding behind a tree or pole.

It was several weeks later (37) Misty tumed up. She must have
tried to; find her way back to our former home after all and (38) when
she did not find us, decided to return. Starving and bedraggled, she let us make @
big fuss (39) +her. Recovery was slow (40) eventually she
looked plump and healthy once more. Yet Misty still was not contented. A nervous
cat by nature, she was as unsettled as she had been before she left on her trek.
However, with so many other problems pressing on my shoulders at the fime, | was
not sure what to do about it.

Adapled from Reader’s Digest April 2009, The las! of Nine Lives




Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underiined word for grammar. Write
the correct word in the relevant box. (10 marks)

The families of Tom and Ravi are fjnaily breathing easy again. They waited

41, ‘
with bated breaths as the anhouncing that the boys had been found was made,

42, 43.
much to their relievad. The two boys were thought to have vaenizhed from the face

. 44 45.
of the earth after ambaaking on a sailing expedition. The mounting enkuish of the

46.
families as they waited for the news fot their lost loved ones had been painful to

47. 48.
watch, as was the flaundering of the coast guard authoritfés on the face of the

searing questions that had inevitably come. When had the boys been allowed to

49. _
cross the safety baunderies? Why had they not been found? Luckily, a commescie

50. ..
vessel had spotted the two boys held on to their wrecked boat for dear life. i v

later found that a huge wave had dashed the boat against some rocks.

Adapted from; hilpsfvww.strafistimes. comvbreaking-news/se-asla/story/mh370-mystery-somevevelafions-20142:7%7




Fill in the blanks with the most suitable answer. (15 marks)

Sharks are one of the most feared creatures of the sea. They are often

(51) as aggressive predators in movies and. stories.
(52) the fact is you are more likely to get killed by stinging bees,
raging cows and falling coconuts than by a shark.

There are over 350 (53) of sharks, each with different
habitats, lifestyles and body forms. The one depicted in the movie ‘Jaws' is the Great
White. The Megamouth shark has thick, rubbery lips and its head is almost as long

as the body. Whale sharks are the (54) sharks in the world —each
is as big as a bus and weighs more than two elephants. The head of a baby
Hammerhead shark can (55) up to three feet long across as it
agesl! '

Sharks are important (56) in the marine ecosystem. They

eat marine animals such as whales, seals, sea otters and dead animals that they find
floating on the surface. Some sharks are filter feeders — they swim with their
(57) open, drawing in water and straining (58)

plankton and shrimp. Others swim closer to the ocean floor, capturing crabs and
other shell fish. Sometimes, sharks may attack people, such as divers in black
wetsuits, (59) them for food. They do not attack them intentionally.

Before they eat something, many sharks will give it a “test bite” first to see if
the meal is tasty. Sharks will often spit out (60) that is outside their
usual diet, such as humapg, after this (61) ) bite.

Sharks (62) triangularly-shaped razor sharp feeth with
semated edges. They may have over 3000 teeth at one time, arranged in five
(63) The front row of teeth is used to cut and attack a prey while
the back rows are on (64) in case the front teeth fall off.

As sharks do not have bones in their skeleton but only carilage,
(65) can easily fum around in a small space.

Cartilage is a tough fibrous substance which is lighter than bone. It is also more
flexible than bone. Source: Snacks by The Art Project

3 L




For each of the questions from 66 fo 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using
the -word(s)-provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of
your sentence must bé the same as the meaning of the given senfence(s).
{10°-marks)

66. Mr Tan told, “Pupils, you must wear your ties for the photo-taking session
today.” '

Mir Tan told his,

67. Itis unusual for my brother fo read books for leisure.

My brother seldom

68.  Tom had injured his knee during practice. He still won the badminton match.

Despite

69.  ifit does not rain, Mother will dry the clothes outside.

Unless

70.  Tanny loves fried rice. She does nof really like noodies.

preference




Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

A sharp icy wind slashed at the towering mass of the Matterhorn mountaln, which
soared high above the Swiss village of Zermatl. The sceplical villagers stood sfaring at
the brooding peak that dominated their lives. All eyes were glued o a tiny yellow speck
clinging like a fly to the sheer white wall of the northern face. A solitary man was inching
his way up the perpendicular wall in a daring attempt to achieve the impossible.

The Matterhomn had been climbed hundreds of times since it was first conquered
by Edward Whymper in 1865. He, and ihe many that followed him over the years, had
scaled the mountain's relatively easy southem approach. The vertical northern face
presented a much more formidable challenge. Although some climbers had scaled the
north wall, their ascents were made in summer. Experts had predicied that it was
impossible to make the climb in winter.

Waiter Bonatti announced to the mountaineering world that he was going to
attempt a winter climb of the near-vertical, ice-covered northern face in February 1965,
What was shocking was that he wanted to use the more direct route from base to summit
without any of the delours and passes made by his predecessors. It seemed like a
suicidal bid.

Clad in a yellow wind-breaker, hiking boots and woollen hat, Bonatti pitted his
skills, nerves, strength and stamina against the intimidating northemn face. Slowly,

carefully, his strong but cold-numbed fingers searched for hand-holds. One false move |

and he would plunge straight down like a stone, thousands of feet to his death. The higher
he went, the more the wind increased ils savagery, lashing him with icy falons,
threatening to pluck him from his perch and dash him onto the rocks below. Aifter two
arduous days, he reached 12,800 feet. At night, he rested and dozed in a hammock slung
between two steel spike;s hammered into the rock face.

At first light, he slogged on ever upward, without a thought of turning back. The
sub-zero temperature was cruel. It cracked his goggles and he struggled half-blinded.
Often his fingers which were swollen, ripped and bleeding, failed to find an opening or
projection and he had to hack out a grip with his axe. His weary body was in agony but
still he climbed up towards the summit.

At dawn on the fourth day, he had just over 1000 feet to climb. He was on the
verge of complete exhaustion, but with victory in sight, he prepared himself for the
final assault. Just after three in the afternoon, excited spectators in helicopters over the
summit saw Bonatti suddenly appear from under an overhang, crawl over the gleaming
pinnacle and stumble towards the iron cross which marked the crest of the mountain. He

i
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had achieved the impossible.- Bonatli's incredible feat brought world acclaim. He had

proven that man's courage, skill and defermination can overcome anything.
Adapted from: Man versus the Matterhorn
' IPC Magazmes Ltd

ALL ANSWERS MUST BEIN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71. Which word in paragraph 1 te{!s you that the man’s progress was slow?

72. What does the ‘tiny yeliow speckK in line 3 refer to?

73. Who was the first person to reach the peak of the Matterhormn mountain?

74. Explain how Bonaitf's attempt was different from what others had achieved so far.

75. What danger did the wind pose to Bonatti?

35



76.

78.

79.

What does ‘without a thought of turning back’ in line 25 tell you about Bonat's
character? e

What does the word ‘It in line 26 refer to?

State two physical difficulties that Bonatti faced in paragraph 5.

What does the ‘final assault’ in line 32 refer {0?

Explain fully why the spectators were excited in line 32.

END OF PAPER
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41)announcement 42)relief 43)vanished 44)embarking
45)anguish 46)of 47 )floundering 48)in 49)boundaries
50)holding 51) p(;rtrayed 52)However 53)species/types
54)biggest 55)grow 56)species 57)Ymouth 58)out
59)mistaking 60)food 61)one 62)have 63)rows
64)standby 65)they

66)Mr Tan told his pupils that they had to wear their ties for me photo-taking
session that day.

67)My brother seldom reads books for leisure.
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68)Despite the fact that Tom had injured his knee during practice, he still won
the badminton match. : :

69)Unless it rains, Mother will dry the clothes outside.

?U)Tannf.har.raprefgrence for fried rice over noodles.

e — ==

71)The word is “inching”.
72)1t refers to the man, climbing the mountain/perpendicular wall.
73)He was Edward Whymper.

?4}uther.€ had cl'ir-nhed the northern wall.

75)The wind was so strong that it could have knocked him off.
76)He was determined.

7 7)1t refers to the sub-zero temperature.

78)He had to face the extreme cold temperature, his goggles cracked and so
he was half-blinded.

79)1t refers to the last feet that he had to climb.

80)No one had thought Bonatti would be able to accomplish the climb.
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Study the poster below carefully and then answer questions 1 1o 5.

MARATHON |
2014

Walkathon? Triathlon? Jog-a-thon? Swim-a-thon?
NQ, it's the trendiest new sporting activity in town!

i Challenge both height and distance, . )

PLUS have a great workourt at the same time! On 30 June 2014,
take part in the biggest sporting event of the yeéar. Join us at the
open area outside Raffles City MRT Station '
for some fitness-fun with your family and friends!

\_ S/

Your Quest: Conquer the B8 storeys of Seacrest Tower
Your Destimation: Seacrest Tower Rooftop Cafe ™
Time: 7 am. sharp

*Complimentary refreshmenes will be served

REGISTER NOW! This event is open to all.

Registration Fee: $15($10, with early bird discount**)

5 ivailable only nnlincg_rcg:‘rm:tion at www.verticalZ0l4.com.sg opens 1 June 2014

, and ends 15 June 2074 The first 500 participants o sign up will receive a free T-

) shirt from ABE Sports. All entries will be acknowledged via email within 3 working

51 days. Please email your queries o verticalmarathon@seacrest.com.sg.

1 **Early bird registration closes on 5 June 2014, )

ORGAMISED BY OUR SPONSORS
PRIZES GALORE -

AWAIT THE WINNERS! é
B  ~ ]L Seacrest Seacrest
Holdings Mall

{Go on lo the next page)



For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the cotrect answer. Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(5 marks)
1 “The activity is open fo )
(1) athietes only
2 youths only
(3) adults only
4) everyone
2 A Vertical Marathon participant has to
)] do high jumps
(2) walk, jog and swim
3) run to Seacrest Tower
4 climb many flights of stairs
3 At the end of the vertical marathon, participants can
(1 enjoy the fresh air outside Raffles Place MRT Station
{2) tuck into free food and drinks
3) enjoy a great workout
{4) receive a free T-shirt
4 Adeline wants to sign up for the event. To receive a sponsored T-shirt, she must sign up by
(1) 1 June 2014 and buy another shid from ABE Sporis
2 5 June 2014 and buy another shirt from ABE Sports.
(3) 15 June 2014 and be one of the first 500 registrants
4) 30 June 2014 and be one of the first 500 registrants
5 Which one of the following statements is not tue?
{1 All winners can expect rewards.
(2) Alt interested individuals must register online.
(3) All participants must be early on the day of the challenge.
(4) All registrants should check their email for confirmation of applications.

{Go on to the next page}



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Answer Sheet.
: (7 marks)

6  Theinjured monkey followed Jack and horne.

(1 1

(2) us
(3) me
(4) myself

7 Jacqueline leaves now, she will be late as she needs an hour to get there.

(1) When

(2) While

{3) Unless

(4) Aslongas

8 Personal items lay the charred debris of the blaze.

(1) by

(2) within
(3) above
(4) among

9 Adeline in this eslate for a decade and does not want to move out.

(1) lives
@ lived

(3) has lived
(4) had lived

10 “Since these new clothes don't fit, I'll them back to the boutique when | go thare
again next week,” Mother groaned.

(1) take

(2) send
(3) fetch
(4) bring

(Go on to the next page)



11

12

No than one thousand fans turned up to watch the singer at her recent concert.

(1) few
(2) less.
(3) fewer
{4) lesser

Caleb never says a word, he?

(1) has

{2) does
{3) hasn't
(4) doesnt

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct puncluafion fo complete the passage. Shade the
comedt oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(3 marks)

MNo one noticed the boy, not at fiisL. No one even noliced that they had not nu,ti-.;_;ed him (12
he sat halfway back in class. He did not answer much, not unless he was directly asked a question.
i Even then, his answers were short and forgettable.

"Bod Owens in SixB. ..
"What about him (14) Mrs McKinnon shrugged.

Mr Kirby replied, “Look at this piece of work. What lovely handwriting he has (15) It looks
like Times New Roman.”

The boy was a model pupil who spent much of his spare fime in the school library where he
read stories as enthusiastically as some children ate.

Do you find him different?” Mr Kirby asked.

Adapted from The Graveyard Book® by Med Gaiman

e —— e - |

13

14

15

(1)
(2)
3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1
(2)
(3)
(4)

(:
[
[
L!

?
|

[ — ] dash

[. ]comma

[-

[ ? ] question mark

] full stop

. ] comma and inverted commas

[
[
[
[

] full stop and inverted commas

?" ] question mark and inverled commas
I” ] exclamation mark and inverted commas

culnn

question mark

]
} cvesto
] exclamation mark

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given, One of them is the correct answer. Make
your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shadé the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

{5 marks)
16  lresolved fo work hard to pullupmy . grades. .
(1) dul
{2) dreary
#(3) dismal
(4) depressed
17 Heart diseaseisthe cause of death wordwide.
(1) basic
(2) cruciat
(3) leading
~ {4) prominent
18 The performers of the latest musical are known for their loud costumes and _. dance

sequences.

(1) pleasant
(2) baoggling
(3) gorgeous
{4) spectacuiar

19  With the development of innovative engineering, civilian space travel is no longer L
{1) exceptional

{2) astronomical

(3) unconvincing

{(4) inconceivable

20  This range of hair products claims to lacklustre hair and improve shine.
{1) revive
(2) remedy

{3) reinforce
{4) revitalise

{Go on to the next page)



For each ‘question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underlined word(s).
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
' : (5 marks)

Humans have long sought to make their mark on the world. From the ancient Great Wall of

China to the ultramodem Channel Tunnel linking Great Britain and France, grand structures reveal

(21)
how people have fried to express themselves.

The Colosseum in Rome, italy, is thought of by many to be the most famous building in the
{22) _
world. it was built nearly two thousand years ago for the purpose of hosting violent gladiator games.
(23}
Thousands of men, women and animals fought for their lives on the Colosseum’s arena floor. Some

| of these warriors found fame and glo:y. -Many more, however, died gruesome deaths, providing
‘ - (24)
eager spectators enterfainment.

Since then, it has gong through several transitioné. it has been a church, a fortress, a quarry,
(29} ' A
a shrine and one of the most visited tourist sites in italy. The Colosseum stil stands today as a

reminder of the ancient Romans’ disturbing appetite for bloodletting as entertainment.

Adapted from ‘The Colosseum’ by Lesley DuTemple

21 (1) bare
(2) show
(3) display
(4) conceal

22 (1) ftreated
(2) recalled
(3} considered
(4) remembered

23 (1) idea
(2) desire
. (3) function
(4 ambition

{Go on to the next page)



24

25

(1)
@

(3)

(@)

)

@

- (3)
@

bringing
granting
conveying
bestowing

moved
evolved

changed

developed

(Go on to the next page)



Read the passage and answer questions 26 to 30.

A first-time visit to the Grand Canyon National Park in North America is a wondrous
moment. People are seldom prepared for the spectacle they are about lo witness. Photographs
simply cannot do justice o one of the wonders of the natural world.

During the busy summer season, thousands of visitors arrive daily and the wait to get
in can be long. After passing through the park entrance, the rim of the canyon is nearby. 5
Seeing the Grand Canyon for the first time — or any time — is a humbling experience. The
sheer scale of its beauly numbs the mind. Laid out beyond the rim is a gorge nearly two
kilometres deep and almost 450 kilometres wide. From any viewing point aleng the rim, you
can only see a small fraction of all that is hidden within the canyon walls.

Rising up within this immense gorge are rocky spires, raised grounds and deep-walled 10
canyons. Far below, the Colorado River can be séen as a silvery ribbon winding its way
through the depths of the canyon. Layers of rock blaze red, orange, yellow, green and purple
during dramatic canyon sunrises and sunsets. During summer aftemoon thunderstorms, light
somelimes pierces the gloom. Rocks struck by dancing sunbeams seem to glow from within.
Crowd-pleasing rainbows often appear, straddling canyon walls. In winter, layers of white snow 15
blanket the gorge in hushed silence. _

Most people view the canyon from the South Rim. This parl is open all year long. It is
the most accessible part of the park and has the most facilties — a number of hotels, stores,
visitor centres and even an airporl. There are many spots along the Scuth Rim to stop at and
admire the scenery, which changes constantiy. 20

Seeing the Grand Canyon from a scenic vista along the rim is a wonderful experience
but many people want more. The Inner Canyﬂn includes anything below the nm. It is open lo
hikers, mule riders and river rafters. A network of frails leads down inlo the canyon, with
scenery quite different from the rim. Hikers feel small as the canyon walls tower over them.

The less crowded Norih Rim requires a five-hour drive from the South Rim. This part is 25
nol accessible during winter. The view here is different — canyon walls séem lo project
outward. Visitors usually will not get the feeling of dropping into a gorge. Also, as the North
Rim experiences lower human traffic, it is a good place to imagine what the canyon must have
been like before widespread tourism tainted the wildemess experience.

When the park was sel aside as a national park in 1919, fewer than 45,000 people 30
visited the park. Today, nearly five million tourists flock to the canyon each year. This surge
has affected the park in many ways: During the peak season, tourists jostle with each other for
parking spaces, hotel rooms and viewing spofs. along the rim. Vehicle access on many roads
have already been restiicted and shuttle buses have helped cut down vehicle congestion.
However, overcrowding still persists. 35

Poliution is also a growing threat. Air poliution from nearby urban areas and power
plants affects the canyon. Water pollution from surmounding cattle and human waste has found
its way into canyon streams. A dam that was constructed upstream of the Colorado River
changed the flow of the river, allering the ecosystems in the park:

American ex-President Theodore Roosevelt commented, "Mother Nature, through the 40
ages, has been at work on it and man can only mar it. What you can do is to keep it for all who
come after you.”

Adapted from The Grand Canyon by John Hamilon

(Go on to the next page)
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For each of the questions from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.

26

27

28

29

30

Most visitors flock to the Grand Canyon during

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3

(4) .

The most popular part of the Grand Canyon is the

(1)
(2)
(3
“

winter
spring

‘autumn
summer

- overwhelmed that there is much to see

insignificant against the scale of the canyon walls:
pleased by the rainbows that straddle the canyon walls
numbed by the beauty of the spires, raised grounds and canyons

Inner Rim
North Rim
South Rim
Colorado River

A visitor should choose to go to the North Rim if he

(1)
(2
(3)
)

plans to visit during winter

wants {o escape the crowds

needs access to many facilities

has interests in.nature trails and water-rafting

Roosevelt's hope was that

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

global pollution levels would decrease

mankind would embrace ail that Mather Nature reveals |

future generations could enjoy the national pari’s beauty
fewer visitors should be allowed each year to solve overcrowding

END OF BOOKLET A
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‘Make a choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opticat Answer Sheet.

{5 marks)

‘Seeing the Grand Canyon is ‘a humbling experience’ (line 6) because it makes one feel
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter {A to Q) in the blank. The letters {H
and (Q) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

‘ (10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE
{A) about (D)m befc;re | (G) lke (K) onto (N) then
(B) -after (E) by (Hy of L) or (P) us
(C) -at (F} how (J) once (M) them (Q) when

| liked Mrs Teo a lot. She was a plump lady with bags of fat on her arms that danced

she wrote on the board. On the other hand, Mrs Ng of primary four was very thin and

(31)
she was easily starfled loud_ noises.
(32)
Two or three times a day, Paul and | would let go a book, dropping it flat for
(33)
maximum sound effect as the poor woman jerked a fish on the line. It could also be
(34)
done by slamming a door even by scrépping a chair. a loud slam made
(35) (36)
Mrs Ng drop a stack of books. All these worked better if we were very quiet the noise.

37)

Often, the class would be so quiet, our litile heads bent over our work, that she would look up and

congratulate on our excellent behaviour, and when she looked back down at her
(38) .

book, wham!

- We thought possibly driving Mrs Ng to a nervous breakdown, an event we
(39)

were curious about because our mothers spoké of-it often. “You are driving me fo a nervous

breakdown!” they 1Would yell, but , to prevent one, they would often grab us and shake
(40)

us silly. Mrs Ng seemed a better candidate.

Adapted from Lake Wobegorn Days’ by Gamison Keillor

(Go on to the next page) -



Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underfined word for grammar. Write the comect
word in the relevant box. . (10 marks)

The 2012 Loadon Olympics marked the first time that every competing country had at least

(41)

one woman on its team. This carne after years of enncoreaging female competilors, and altering
(42) (43)
mles that keep ouf women in religions and cultures with mordess dress codes. The Olympic
(44)

organisers have been very stricl in the past about not allowing participants to deeveeate from the

(45)
official uniform atlire, and therefore banned women who must not wear [he designated outfils for

cuftural or religious reasons.

(46)
Although il now seems difficult to imagine the Olympics without female airtletes ke

swimmer Missy Franklin and gymnast Gabby Douglas, women were not allowed (o compete in the

(&7) (48) B
first modemised Olympic Games in Athens in 1896, and their inclusion was contraveshal long

afterwards.

With the introduction of women's boxing in 2012, women can now win medais i all the

same evenis as men. These greaf-developments in women’s sports give girs around the world

(49) (50) '
more incentive to take in sporis. Olympic organisers have also been diligence ﬁ'uﬁmg pressure on

countries and sports programmes that do not offer women these opporiunities. Hence, more

women are compeling in the Olympics partfy because of these new regulfalions on clothing.

littp:#www. pbs.orgiewshour/extra/2012/08/many-firsts-for-women-at-201 2=
: {Go on to the next page)



Fill in each blank with a suitable word. ' . {15 marks)

In June 1985, two young British climbers, Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, set out to
conquer-the unclimbed, 6,400m high mountain in the Peruvian Andes. After two days, both had

reached the and had begun to make their descent when a truly spectacular
(51)

chain of disasters began to unfold. Simipson had just swung over the top -of an ice wall on the

northem ridge and was searching for a hold, when there was a sharp crack. he
(52)

knew it, he was falling. Yates hurried 4 to find His friend lying in agony at the foot
{53)

of the ice wall. They were by now close to . and food and water were running |4
' (54)

low. Both very weary, it would have been hard enough for Yates to 55) safety on
55

his own, without hawing fo carry Simpson down with him. No mountaineer would have

Yates for leaving Simpson where he lay. , he and Simpson
(56 (57)

came up with a plan. i

Krotting two ropes together, Yates would lower the injured Simpson as far as the rope

would allow, then climb down after him, and repeat the actlion ail the way down the slope

Amazingly, it seemed o — until suddenly Simpson found himself sliding faster

(58}
" than usual. He was heading for the edge of a sheer drop! Screaming %) , he tried
59
to stop but to no avail. He then found dangling in space above a huge
(60)

crevasse. Yates, too, was in danger himself. Inch by inch, Simpson’s weight was dragging Yates

‘towards the edge of the mountain. Forced to choose saving himself and risking

(61)
both their lives, Yates made the most agonising decision - he cut the rope. _ ]I

"4 - o |
. (Go on to the'next page)






Tortured by guilt and convinced that Simpson could have survived the
(62)

ffall, he turned and headed towards base camp. Three days after leaving his companion for

. Yates awoke in the wee hours of the morning to hear faint sounds from the

(63)

darkness outside his tent. Straining his ears, he heard a tortured voice calling his name! Incredibly,

Simpson had the fall and had dragged his body an unimaginable six miles

snow, ice and jagged boulders back to base camp. After two ﬁighis in the open

(65)

he was tired, dehydrated and delirious — byt alive!

Adapted from Mountain Adventures' by Franklin Walls

. (Go on to the next page)




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided. Yaur
answer must be in one sentence. “he meaning of your sentence must be the same as the
meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66

67

68

69

70

Do not spend too much time on online games. You will be able to get enough sleep.

As long as

The lady has a sprained ankle. She continues playing tennis.

| although

*The equipment will be delivered tomormow,” said the technician.

The technician said

The soldier was given a medal. He showed bravery in battle.

For

Mindy frequently argued with her son over his atfitude towards school work.

Mindy's frequent

[GE: on to the riext page'} .
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Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.
= (20 marks)

Hao became a kite maker and Great-uncle Bo grudgingly gave enough money to by
some lengths of reject silk, paper, sewing thread and a small knife. Hao went out himself to
cut bamboo, which he split into spills. With every kite he made, he mastered some new
definess, learmed some secret trick of quickness and how to keep wastage to the minimum,

“Where shall | put them?” he asked his mother. 5

“In your fathers bedroom,” said Mdm Huang. I will sleep in your sister’s room.” Hao
was shocked that his modelmaking should oust his mother from her bed. Besides, he was
thrilled that his kites were judged to be so important. Up until now, they had simply been a
habby. Except for his mother, he kept the kites hidden behind the wooden bedroom door,
away from prying eyes. 10

He made kites in the shape of fish and kites in the shape of dragons. He painted them
{ with lucky words because he knew the importance of good luck symbols. Then, as each was
finished, he carried it to the bedroom and found a place for it among the rest His mother
walked around the room hesitantly as a crane and said nothing.

“When will you start to sell them?” asked his mother, after holding her tongue for two 15
months. .

“When | have enough,” said Hao. His mother’s eyes sank to the floor. All of Great-uncle
Bo's money had gone, and there was none left to buy rice.

His little sister, sensing that the secret bedroom was under discussion, was determined
then to see what was hidden in the room. She huried herself through the door and promptly 20
fell over some of the kites. She whimpered with fright and, with huge miserable eyes, looked
up at her brother. However her eye was caught by the sight of the bedroom transformed by
Hao's weeks of work.

"It does not matter. | can make them again,” said Hao extricating Wawa from the kites.

In a single movement, Mdm Huang bent and swung Wawa up onto her hip. “Come away, 25
Baby. Your brother is working.” Hao was left standing in the doorway, looking round at what

| he had achieved. Hardly a space remained where he could hang another kite. The time had
come to sell. .

Then, who should call at the house but Miss Li. It seemed thai mere chance had
brought her. Hao did not hear his mother whisper, as she embraced the visitor, “Thank you for 30
coming. | did not know who else to ask”™ Tea was fetched and Mdm Huang blished with
shame at the lack of rice cakes, but Miss Li did not seem even to notice. Mdm Huang praised
her son's handiwork and Miss Li naturally asked fo see the finished kites. Mdm Huang
directed her towards the bedroom and there was nothing Hao could do 1o stop her from going
into his private preserve. He groaned inwardly. Now she would marvel at his clevemess and 35
craitsmanship. Hao squirmed. He never knew how to answer compliments.

Unexpectedly, all Miss Li-said was, “Do they fly?”

“Well, yes. Of course. | suppose,® said Hao, rather taken aback. “If they don't fly,
people can bring them back. | will give thein their money back.”

Miss Li picked up a dragon kite with a trailing tail. “Wouldn't it be better to test them 40
yourself?”

“No!” He took the kite out of her hands. *If they crashed, | would have nothing to sell.”

“If they crash, you will have no customers after the first week.” She took the kite back
out of his hand, and walked quickly through the narrow doorway and out into the living room.
“Let's go and test this one.” 45

Adapled from The Kite Rider’ by Geraldine McCaughrean

L

(Go on 1o the next page)



ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES. -

71 From the passage, what materials are needed to make a kite?

72 Why was it important for Hao to minimise wastage (line 4)?

73 Which sentence from lines 6 to 14, tells you that Hao had been making kites for leisure
before he received the money from Great-uncle Bo?

74  Why do you think Mdm Huang walked around the room like a crane (fine 14)?

75  How long had Hao been working on the kites before Miss Li arrived?”

) (GB‘UﬁTo the next page)



76

77

78

79

80

What made Wawa barge into the bedroom?

What does the word ‘them’ in line 24 refer to?

When did Hao realise it was time to sell the kites?

What was the purpose of Miss Li's visit?

Explain fully, why Hao was “taken aback’ (line 38) by Miss Li's question.

END OF PAPER

10



EXAM PAPER 2014

LEVEL : PRIMARY6 -
SCHOOL : ST.NICHOLAS
SUBJECT : ENGLISH

TERM : SA1
Q1 4 Q21 |2 Q41 | encouraging Q61 | between
Q2 4 Q22 3 Q42 | kept Q62 | never
Q3. |2 Q23 |3 Q43 | modest Q863 | dead B
Q4 |3 Q24 |1 Q44 | deviate Q64 |survived
Q5 3 Q256 |2 Q45 | could Q65 { over ]
Q6 3 Q26 |4 Q46 | athletes
Q7 3 Q27 |2 Q47 | modem
Q8 {4 Q28 |3 Q48 | controversial
Q% 3 1Q29 |2 Q49 |up :
Q10 {1 Q30 |3 Q50 | diligently
Q11 |3 Q31 |Q Q51 | summit
Q12 |2 Q32 |E Q52 | Before
Q13 |1 Q33 |H Q53 | over
Q14 |3 Q34 |G Q54 | exhaustion
Q15 |4 Q35 4 Q55 |reach
Q116 |3 Q36 |D Q56 | blamed
1Q17 |3 Q37 |D Q57 | However
Q18 |4 Q38 |P Q58 | work
Q19 |4 Q39 |A Q59 | loudly
Q20 4 Q40 |N Q60 - | himself

Q66 Aslong as you do not spend too much time on online games, you will iz «bis
to get enough sleep.

Q67 The |édy continues playing tennis although she has a sprained ankle.

Q68  The technician said that the equipment would be delivered the next day.

Q69 For showing bravery in battle, the soldier was given a medal.

Q70 Mindy's frequent argument with her son were over his attitude towards sciiool
work.

Q71 Some silk, paper, sewing thread and some spills of bamboo and a smat! knife
are needed to make a kite.

Q72 He needed to save up as much as he could from the money Great-uncle Bo
had given him so that he could make more kites and have enough mosicy o
buy rice.

Q73 Up until now, they had simply been a hobby. -

Q74 Mdm Huang wanted to avoid stepping on the kite.

Q75

Hao had been working on the kites for two months ‘before Miss Li.



Q76

Q77

Q78

Q79
Q80

Wawa did not know what was in the bedroom where Hao's kites were in and
sensing that Mdm Huang and Hao were discussing about in the bedroom,
Wawa was determined to find out what was inside and thus barged into the
bedroom to find out what was inside.

It refers to the kites which Wawa fell over and damaged while barging into the
room. =

Hao realised it was time fo sell the kites when the bedroom could no longer fit
in anymore kites.

It was to encourage Hao to sell his kites and to prepare Hao to sell them.

He was expecting her to praise him but she questioned him about whether his
kites were able to fly
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Read the poster carefully and answer questions 1to 5.

i he New Times and
NSB National Spelling
Bee returns for tis
3 year!

Can you cut-spell the
@DimEr compEhiters?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

: The 2014 National Spelling Bee provides participants with opportunities to
plt their spelling skills against one anether. It increases participants’

: : awareness of phonemes and syllabication and enriches their vocahiulary

: through the study of different types of words. It is designed such that
students will have to use strategies to help them spell hoth familiar and

unfamlhar words. Spelling aloud inte a microphone in front of so many

: others requsres confldence as well'

mmpﬂmoﬂ DATES EGISTRA

B Sat 12 July 2014 - Preliminary Round 7 Each primary school can

4 Sat 26 July 2014 - Zonal Round 1 nominate a maximum of six
Sat 16 August 2014 - Grand Finals | pupils from Primary 4, 5 or 6.

1 VENUE { & The registration deadline is

H New Times Centre 1l 5 Jane 2014.

All narhcpants must
- be attired in their full school uniform
- be able to spell words within the 60-second time limit

= : in partnership with: Supported by

¥ i || Nationat (CTTm T mmosomoon National ‘
B etk |G SchoolsSecton } G |
! Formore mfcrmaﬁon. please wiite in o 2014nsb@ntcom Comrnittec '
i




For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
(1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet (5 marks)

12

One of the organisers of the 2014 National Spelling Bee is

(1} Schools Section

(2) National South Bank

(3) National Spelling Committee
(4) Primary Schools in Singapore

The National Speiling Bee has been held for the past years.
(1) o

(2) three

(3) four

(4) five

According to the poster, the main aim of the competition is for parlicipants to

{1) increase their level of confidence

(2) expand their knowledge of sentences

(3) raise their awareness of phonemes and syllabication

(4)  use strategies to help them spell familiar and unfamiliar words

Only those who are allowed to participate in the
2014 National Spelling Bee.

(1) are above 13 years old

(2) are selected by their primary schools

(3) are keen to take part in a Spelling Bee

(4) have taken partin past years Spelling Bees

According to the poster, which of the following is true?

(1)  The appropriate age to start spelling right is at Primary 4.

(2) Participants must be able to spell the word given within a minute.

(3) The best way to leam how to enrich your vocabulary is to take part in
Spelling Bees.

(4) The Spelling Bee is meant for students who do not wish to challenge
one another.



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the
‘correct answer. ‘Make your choice™ (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
(1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. {7 marks)

6.  Rahman noticed his broth‘er into the kitchen to snack on the
cookies that their mother had forbidden them to eat as it was almost time for
dinner.

(1) sneak

(2) sneaks

{3) sneaked

(4)  was sneaking

7. The credit should not have gone to Miss Lim-but to Mr Chong who has
managed to achieve the target ali by ]

(1) myself
(2) herself
(3} himself

(4) themselves

8. “l can never get it right, 7" James si'gﬁed as he stared at the
challenging sums fortornly.

(1}  isit
(2) isn'tit
(3) canl
(4) can'tl

9, R it for spelling, punctuation and grammatical mistakes,”
Peter said with satisfaction as he handed in his composition to his English
teacher.

(1}  has checked
(2) amchecking
(3)  have checked
(4)  been checking



10.

11.

12.

*Neither of the twins ——— - .. present, | suppose that the two other
reserves have to take their place,” the coach said.

(1) is

(2) are
(3) was
{4) were

The avid football fan was worked over the referee’s call. His face
was all flustered as he exclaimed repeatedly how unfair it was.

(1) in

(2) up

(3) out

(4) off

| am tred; , | have to carry on working.
(1) despite

(2) in spite of

(3) consequently
(4) nevertheless



For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete
the passage. Shade the correctoval (1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet.
(3 marks)

On Christmas moming, we rushed into the living room and reached for our
presents under the Christmas tree.

“Here's another one for you (13) said Mother as she handed me a package. |
looked at it, confused. Having spent so much time examining the presents before
Christmas, | rééognised this one. But it had not been mine, it was my mother’s
present (14) A new tabel had been put on it, with my name written in my mother's
handwiting. :

“Mom, { can’t (15) 1 protested loudly. I stopped when | saw the expression on

my mother’s face — a look | could not really understand.

13. (1) [,] comma

(2) [.] ftultstop.
(3) [."] comma and inverted commas
(4) [] fulf stop and inverted commas.

ocomma

4. () [.]
(2) [.] full stop
(3) [."] full stop and inverted commas
(4) [".]1 inverted commas and full stop
15 (1) [.] full stop
(2) [.] comma
{3) [?] question mark and inverted commas
(4) [F] exclamation mark and inverted commas




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3
or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (S marks)

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The fireworks display at the National Day Parade was :
All the speclators were awestruck.

(1) scenic

(2) panoramic
(3)  picturesque
(4)  breathtaking

Due to Jon's performance during his piano recital, he
was granted a music scholarship in London.

(1) sacred

(2) simple

(3)  steding

(4) substandard

Jacqueline so much confidence during the talent competition
that all the judges chose her to be the winner.

(1) exuded

(2) flaunted

(3) revealed

(4) transmitled

The police successfully apprehended the kidnappers as they were
in their pursuit of them.

(1) agile
(2) relentless
(3) deliberate

(4)  diplomatic

Marcus was by his Mathematics teacher forfailing to complete his
homework on fime.

(1)  affirmed
(2) charged
(3) chastised

(4)  complimented



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer
‘Sheet. {5 marks)

in the eg;res of the citizens of London, Queen Elizabeth could do no wrong, but
their feélings towards her successor, King James, were entirely different. It was not

that they (21) reseqted a Scottish king but it was his debauched behaviour and
(22) unconcealedhatred' of the people of London thét eventually ied to his downfall.

With a father like King James. Prince Charles stood [ittle chance of gaining
popularity and his continual (23) defiance of the Pardiament made civil war virtually
(24) inevitable. In 1642, Prince Charles ascended the throne and became king. He
left London and the city was soon reduced to a state of rebeliion. The war escalated
into (25) open conflict. In 1649, Chares retumed to the capital to bé tried and was

finally executed outside his father’s greatest monument, the Banqueting House.

21. (1) envied
(2) revered

{3) begrudged
(4} disapproved

22. (1) unclear
(2) unseen
(3) unmasked
(4) unexpressed

23. (1) regard
(2) esteem
(3}  opposition
{4) preference

24. (1) doubtful
(2)  uncertain
(3) incidental
(4) unavoidable

25. (1) \vicious
{2) random
(3) irreparable
(4) unrestrained




— .

Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30. (5 marks)

Billy was a bully of the worst kind. He only picked on the younger and
weaker children in his school who were helpless in the face of his aggressive
behaviour. He would bully them and infimidate them into giving him their
pocket money. No one dared to tell on Billy because if they did so, they
knew what would be in store for them later.

Billy particularly enjoyed terrarising Stephen, a mild-mannered seven-
year-old boy who was not in the least bit aggressive. He made Stephen's
life a misery. Sometimes, he would comer him in the canteen and taunt him.
At other times, he would ransack Stephen's bag and take his belongings.
Occasionally, Billy even demanded money from him. Surprisingly, Stephen
suffered in silence and continued to do so for several weeks.

“There's no need to report Billy because | know that, one day, he will
meet his match. The world is made up of different kinds of people,”
Stephen told his friends confidently when they asked.

One aftemoon, Stephen was walking home from school with his
younger sister, Sue, when Billy suddenly leapt over a garden wall and stood
in front of them, ugly and threatening. Bilty was taken aback.

Stephiv

“Let me see what's inside your sister's bag!" shouted Billy. He lunged
at the terified little girl and made a grab for her backpack. This was too
much for Stephen. He took hold of Billy's arm and twisted it around. Billy
lost his balance and landed on the ground with a thud, a look of utter
astonishment on his face.

Moments later, Billy stood up slowly, looking dazed. Then, he charged
angrily at Stephen. Stephen waited until the last possible moment before
stepping aside nimbly and deflecting Billy straight over the garden wall.
There was a loud crash followed by a series of moans and groans. Looking
over the wall, Stephen pointed a waming finger at the boy cowering on the
ground and said sternly, “No more bullying, or else...”

Then, with a huge grin on his face, he sauntered home with Sue. Billy
had met his match after all.

5

10

15

25

30

10



26.

27.

28.

29.

Sefters:

“No one dared fo telf on Billy becadse if they did so, they knew what would be
in store for them later.” (Lines 4-5) Billy’s victims believed that
if they reported him to their {eachers.

(1)
2)
(3)
(4)

he would make things even more difficult for them later

his parents would be informed about what had happened
he would leam from his mistakes and tum over a new leaf
he would be severely punished for bullying his schoolmates

Billy was a coward at heart because he

(1)
(2)
(3)
{4)

only picked on defenceless children

was extremely violent towards children

enjoyed extorting money from children

frightened children and snatched their belongings

When Stephen said that Billy would “meet his match” (line 13) one day, he
meant that .

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Billy would take part in a fighling contest one day

Billy would finally meet someone whom he could not bully

he would be bulfied by Billy even more if he reported him

he intended to report Billy's misbehaviour to the Principal one day

What was the main reason for Stephen’s sudden attack on Billy in paragraph

67

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

He was frying to protect his younger sister, Sue, from Billy.

He wanted to teach Billy-a lesson that he would never forget.

He was taking his revenge on Billy for constantly bullying him.

He wanted to frighten Bifly so that he would not bully him anymore.

Based on the passage, which.of the following statements is true?

(1
(2)
(3)
4

Billy bullied all the children’in the schoal.

Billy had finally met his match in Stephen.

Stephen and Sue were not surprised to see Billy.
Stephen deliberately planned to teach Billy a lesson

END OF BOOKLET A |

Mrs Dora Wong
Mrs Lim Soak Wai
Miss Madelene Ng
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 fo 40, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Wiite its letter (A to Q) in the
blank. The letters (I} and (O} have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

{10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.
: A) above i D)although | G) away 1K) so N) before
B) despite | E) due ;H) in (L) this P) who
C)to .__{F)their :J) up M) which i Q) where

Shenzhen has become a popular shopping destination recently. Just like
Singaporeans who have been travelling in droves to nearby Johor Bahru for shopping

and good foed, Hong Kong locals have been enjoying trips to Shenzhen

(31) there are discounts, attractions and fine cuisine. This 6pen secret has
been the choice for many (32) want to have some weekend fun and + is
only a matter of time (33} Shenzhen becomes one of the top musi-visit

destinations in Asia.

Situated a stone's throw (34) frcm the hustling and bustling city of
Hong Kong. Shenzhen is gaining a name as a commercial hub of China, :arily

(35) _to it being a Special Economic Zone. (36) Shernzhemn

may lack the natural beauty, this industrious city makes it up with its wide numiser of

man-made amusement parks and sheer ambition to be a cut {(37) the rest.

Moreover, Shenzhen locals take (38) food seriously. Regional
delicacies are found everywhere in (39) migrant city though tho il

popular styles of caoking would have to be Cantonese and Hunan cuisine.

An ideal place for a family vacatidn, it appeals (40) many as it is not
too far away. It is a shoppers’ paradise and has interesting places to keep the children

accupied for the day. It is definitely worth spending time there.

( Adapted from Golf Digest April Issue 2005 }

12



Correct each word in bold for speliing and each underlined word for grammar. Wiite the
correct word in the relevant box. . o {10 marks)

Mrs Heng was teaching our class the basic rules of grammar. One of the boys

(41) sits in front of me was restless and took out a pack of cards. | {42} envyeed him as he

had a large collection. At that moment, Mrs . Heng walked up fo him and said, "Norman,

hand them over right now! " He (43) reluktently stacked the cards together and put them

on her (44) outstretching palm. After Mrs Heng had kept the cards in the drawer, she said,

“Normman, please walk (45) by the front of the room and face the class.” Sh¢.(46) sound

quite calm. Norman slowly walked to the front of the class as {47) instrukted but he

tripped over Melody's bag as he was quite (48) klumzy. He neady fell flat on his face but

was saved from the (49) embaresment at the last moment by Adrian who grabbed his arm

before he met the ground. {50) Shook by the 'i'ncidént. Normman appeared to be on the verge

of tears. However, tie heid back his tears and braced himself for the consequences.




Fill in each blank with the most suitable word. (15 marks)

Remember the earthquake and tsunami in the North East Coast of Japan on

11 March 201172 Many of us still (51} the images of the waves

ripping into buildings and uprooting everything (52) its path

etched deeply in our (53)

Admist the fear and horror of the immediate catastirophe, the tsunami had

(54) the cooling system of the Fukushima Daishi Nuclear Power
Plant and (55) : employees working in the Plant knew that there
wa§ (56) imminent threat of nuclear fallout, the effects of

(57) would extend beyond Fukushima if the damage was not

rectified in (68)

Time continued to tick away as the senior management considered

{59) to cool four of the nuclear reactors. Two reactors were
(60) down for maintenance, the electrical and back-up power
supplies were cut (61) due to the tsunami. If the nuclear fuei rods
were not cooled off, (62) would melt causing release of
| radioactive materials reaching (63} , beyond Ft':kushima.
Most people (64) the Plant and the surrounding areas.

There were even rumours that the government might evacuate the thirty-five miflion

(65) of greater Tokyo! At that point, some employees of the

Plant-chose 10 rermain at the facifity to do what they could to prevent the nuclear
faiiout. They were named ‘Fukushima 50" by the media though the actual number

ran into the hundreds.

{Adapted from ‘Unsung Heroes of Fukushima, Think Earth (ssue 2)

Ja
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For each of the questions from 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the
word(s) provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your
sentence must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s).

(10 marks)

66. Karen always surprises her parents with her oulstanding performance.

Karen never

67. The deep gash in his leg was not mentioned in the report.

There was no

68. The petite lady spoke rudely. She wore a well-tailored suit.

" who

69. “Are you the one who ate the chocolate cookies in the jar?” my brother asked me.

My brother asked me

70. Mrs Kumar knew he would complain about everything and he did.

just as




Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. - (20 marks)

Exhaustied and soaked with sweat, Bill Pinkham stared hard as his
dogs burrowed into a snowdrift to sleep. He knew he was somewhere near
the top of Eagle Summit, a barren, windswept mountain saddie, 240
kilometres from the finish line of the 1600-kilometre Yukon Quest
intemational Sled-Dog Race. At least, he hoped he was near the top. A
snowstorm had wiped out the trail across the frosty and treeless landscape.
1The temperature had been dropping when his dogs, exhausted by their

| arduous trudge up the steep mountain through the deepening snow without

! a trail to follow, decided they had rin enough and fay down.

Pinkham, recognising that dogs possess a logic that sometimes
: escapes humans, resigned himself to lying in his sleeping bag on the snow.
1 Pinkham dozed off, wiped out from pushing the 90kg load on his sled to
I ease the burden on his dogs. He was also feeling the fatigue of having no
more than a couple of hours of sleep during each of the last ten nights.
 However he woke up several minutes later as his sleeping bag began to
freeze around him. To warm up, he decided to walk around and look for the
ftrail. He wandered around for an hour, shining his headlamp into the void,
snow peliets glinting in the light's glare for an instant before they stung his
i cheeks. Unable to find anything that resembled a route, he decided to go
back to.the dogs.

Rule number one: never leave your team. As he started back, he
realised, his heart"ri_sing to his throat, that he had not a clue where his team
i was. The wind had destroyed all traces of his footsteps. Pinkham was alone
in rural Alaska, miles away from the nearest human, cabin or even a piece
of firewood, on top of a mountain in a snowstarm. He did the only thing he
+ could do: he sat down on an ice-encrusted outcrop to wait for sunrise.

The annual Yukon Quest is a race in which a small group of hardy men
and women brave the howling winds and snowstorms. Beyond this, it-is the
sheer amount of travelling at a runner’s pace, across some of the least
hospitable terrain of the planet. Competitors have been snowed in for days
in remote sections; teams have been attacked by wild animals. If is called
the world's toughest race for a reason: it is not for the faint-hearted.

10

15

20

251

{Adapted from Dog in Socks, Sunday Life: The Sun-Herald Magazine)
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7 i 2

72.

74,

735.

76.

What was Bill Pinkham doing at Eagle Summit?

Why did Pinkham and his dogs have to stop and rest?

Which word from Paragraph 2 teils you that Pinkham submitted without
resistance to take a restin the snow 7

From Paragraph 2, give two reasons why Pinkham was ‘wiped out’.

What was the weather condition when Pinkham was wandering around for an
hour?

Which phrase tells you how Pinkham felt when he realised he was lost?




77. Explain what the wind did to Pinkham’s footsieps.

78. "What did Pinkham do when he realised that he was lost?

79.  From Paragraphs 4 aad-5, list two conditions that made Yukon Quest challenging
for competitiors.

80. Name one characteristic competitors in the Yukon Quest have to possess. Give
a-reason for your answer. '

END - OF- PAPER

Setters: Mrs Deepak David
" Mrs Lim Soak Wai
Mrs Janet Ng







EXAM

PAPER 2014

LEVEL : PRIMARY 6
SCHOOL : HENRY PARK
SUBJECT : ENGLISH

TERM SA1

Q1 |2 Q21 |3 Q41| Seating Q61 | off

Q2 1 Q22 |3 Q42 | envied Q62 | they

Q3 |3 Q23 |3 Q43 | reluctantly Q63 | far

Q4 2 Q24 |4 Q44 | outstretched Q64 | evacuated

Q5 |2 Q25 14 Q45 jto Q65 | population

Q6 1 Q26 |1 Q46 | sounded

Q7 3 Q27 |1 Q47 | instructed

Q8 3 Q28 |2 Q48 | clumsy

Q9 3 Q28 |1 Q49 | embarrassment

Q10 |1 Q30 2 Q50 | Shaken

Q11 |2 Q31 |Q Q51 | have

Q12 | 4 Q32 [P Q52 |in

Q13 |3 Q33 [N Q53 | minds

Q14 |2 Q34 |G Q54 | damaged

Q15 |4 Q35 |E Q55 |the

Q16 |4 Q36 |D Q56 |an

Q17 |3 Q37 A Q57 it

Q18 {1 Q38 |F Q58 |time

Q19 |2 Q39 |L Q59 | now

Q20 |3 Q40 iC Q60 | shut

Q66 Karen never fails to surprise her parents with her outstanding performance.

Q67 There was no mention in the report of the deep gash in his leg.

Q68 The petite lady who wore a well-tailored suit spoke rudely.

Q69 My brother asked me if | was the one who had eaten the chocolate cookies in
the jar.

Q70 He complained about everything just as Mrs Kumar knew would.

Q71 He was participating in the 1600-kilometre Yukon Quest International Sled-
Dog Race.

Q72 They had arduously trudged up a steep mountain through the deepening
snow without a trail fo follow causing them to feel exhausted.

Q73 The word is “resigned”.

Q74 He has pushed the 90kg load on his sled to ease his dogs of some weight and

he slept no more than a couple of hours for the past ten nights causing him to
be tired.



Q75
Q76
Q77

Q78
Q79

Q80

There was a snowstorm going on.
The phrase is ‘his heart rising fo his throat'.

It had wiped away all his footsteps, not allowing him to trace his way back to
his team.

He sat on an ice-encrusted otitérop and waited for sunrise.

The competitors would be snowed in at remote places in Alaska for days and
they had to battle off wild animals which threatened to attack them.

They had to be hardy as they have to brave the snowstorms and howling
winds in order to reach the finishing line.



METHODIST GIRLS’ SCHOOL (PRIMARY)

Founded In 1887

MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2014
PRIMARY 6
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PAPER 2
(BOOKLET A)

Total Time for Booklets A, B and C: 1hour 50 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Do not tum over this page until you are told o do so.
Follow all instructions carefully.

Answer all questions.

- Shade your answers in the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS)
provided.

Name: _ ( )
Class:  Primaty 6.
Date: 14 May 2014

30

This booklet consists of 11 printed pages inciuding this page.



2

Study the poster below and then answer ﬂuesiicns 1to 5.

i Another exciting event organised by Orchard Fitness Club

Carmival foue

und—raaslng project for the benefit of the National Foundation for Children

i  Doyouand your family members and friends erijoy running?
i Come and take part In this non-competitive event. :
: Date : 30 May 2014 (Saturday), i
: Time : Report at 830 a.m. Fag offat9a.m. :
: Venue: Bukit Gombak Sports Stadium :

Gifts for participants of the run!*

i
L]
g, ool e v e D . — i L= ", ' ~For partidpants aged 17 years and above:
| Here's your chance to run for fun and funds, i 1 May issue of Fltness magazine
5 Register now at any community club around the island : 1 ~For participants below 17 years: Bookmarks
 or fog on to our website at www.ofc.org.sg i { * Redemption s only availabie for all pasticipants
i ﬂegmraﬂnn fee :515 (17 years and above) i § who show thelr registration tickets at theReporting
‘_ S8 (8-16 years) ' ' Counter.

e e

More than 40 fun-filled booths awalt you ot the end of the run.
There will be games to play, food and things to buy and lots
more to enjoy. Proceeds will be donated to charity. Spend

=g quality time with family and friends at this carnival. All are

Free balloons for the young and the
young at heart] **
~ Balloons will be distributed on an
houriy basis from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

** While stocks fast]

There will be a lucky draw at 6 p.m.|
To qualify, simply register at Booth 8, no later
than half an hour before the draw begins.

£\ S ’:5?" ® All prize winners must be present at the time .
fﬁ o : of the lucky draw.
Heart

Orchard Camival . Works
Cnesx Club-  Entertainment

/ﬂrganlser: Main Sporisor : Other sponsors: \

For more information, kindly call us at 65333888
‘_/ or log on ta www.ofcorg.sg/caraivolun

o e e e e




For each of the questions from 1 fo 5, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet. - {6 marks)

{  The main aim of organising this eventis to __

(1
)
3
4

encourage family bonding
promote a healthy lifestyle
raise fundd for children who are in need

provide an opportunity for all to take part in a compefitive run

2  Before taking part in this run, Andy would like fo find out more about it. According to the

poster, he can

M

)
3)
)

3 The whole event is organised by

e}
@
3
(4)

4  Lisawants to quafify for the lucky draw On that day, she must

)
@

SN

(4)

cali Camival Entertainment
contact Orchard Fitness Club
calt NationaI Foundation for Children

read the May issue of Fitness magazine

Heartworks

Orchard Fitness Club

Carnival Entertainment

Nationat Foundation for Children

register at Booth 8 by 6.30 p.m.

be present when the draw begins

spend the whale day at the carnivai

produce her regisiration ticket at the Repaorting Counter

5  Based onthe poster, which one of the following is true?

(1)
@
&
“

Giits will be given to all partictpants of the run.

There will only be games and food stalls at the camival.

The distribution of free balloons is subject to the availability of stock.

Prize winners of the lucky draw need not be present when their names are drawn.

{ Go on to the next page)
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For each of the questions from 6 to 12, four opfions are given. One of them is the comect
answer. Make your cheice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical

Answer Sheet. (7 marks)
6 The baby since two o'clock and her father is still trying lo pacify
her.
(1) cries
(2) s crying
(3) had cried

10

(4)  has beenaying

Samantha did not like Jimmy, she agreed to work with him on the

new project.

(1) As

(2) Since

(3) Despite

{4) Although

If Raju that she was in a bad mood, he would have wamed you not
to approach her.

(1) know

{2) knows

(3) had known

(4) should have known

My uncle took io the Universal Studios last Saturday.

(1) my sisterand |

() I and my sister

(3) my sister and me

(4) my sister and myself

We cannot waste time chatting away for there is homework to be
done.

(1) no

(2) little

(3) much

(4) many

f Go on to the next page)



11 The team leader aé well as histeammates ,

12

week.
%)) help
(2) helps

(3) has-helped
4 have helped

Melvin is a procrastinator. He often

(1) puts off

@ puts back
3) puts away
4) puts down

out at that centre every

his work till the eleventh hour.

(Go on to the next page)
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For each question from 13 to 15, choose the comect punciuafion to complete the passage.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet. {3 marks)

It was a sunny Sunday afternoon and Ben decided to take his two young sons lo the
amusement park. He walked to the person at the ticket counter and asked, “Howmuch is the
enfrance fee?"

The young lady behind the counter replied, “Twenty-five dollars for you, Sir. For children who
are'thirteen years and below, it will be fifteen dollars. We will let them in fres if they are five or

younger. By the way, how old are they (13)

Ben replied, "The shorter one is four and the taller one s six, so | guess | have to pay a total
of forty doliars.”

Hearing his response, the lady was surprised. Out of curiosity, she asked, *Sir, did you just
* win the lottery or something? You could have saved yourself fifteen dollars by talling me that the
older was five (14) | would not have known the difference.”

“Yes, that may be true,” Ben replied (15) but the boys would have known the difference.” He
then took the tickels that he had paid for and walked into the park proudly with his two sons.

13 (1) [.] fullstop
(2) [?] question mark
(3) [.7] full stopandinverted commas
(4) [ 1 question markand inverted commas

14 (1) [-] dash
(2) [:] colon
(3) [.] flistop
(4) [?] question mark

15 (1) [,] comma
(2 [.] fuistop
(3) [.°] comma and inverled commas
(4) [."] full stop and inverted commas

( Go on to fhe next page)
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For each of the questions from 16 fo 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct ovai (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet. - {5 marks)

16

17

18

19

20

. sfiff punishment acts as a to those who are thinking of getting involved in

criminal activities.

N delusion
2) deterrent
(3)  detraction
(4) deferment

Those iresponsible residents continued to throw litter from théir windows _
despite the new regulations, hoping that they would not be caught.

H prudently

2) discreetly

(3) judiciously .
(4) spontaneously

Anna, feeling for the many insensitive remarks she had made, decided
to apologise to John and his parents personally.

)] resentful

{2} frustrated

3 remorseful
cy flabbergasted

Jason " _jokes that ridicule religious ideas or beliefs because he believes
in respecting all religions.

1) favours’
(2) deplores
{3) condones

{4) appreciate

It tock rescue workers almost an hour to that man who was trapped
under the pile of rubble after the building collapsed.

m evict

{2) extricate
{3) excavate
(4} evacuate

{ Go on to the next page)



8

For each of the questions from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underiined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

During the war, Mr Lee was hurt when he tried to escape from the enemies.
Sadly, his wound had tumed gangrenous and the doctors had no choice but fo remove
his left leg just below the knee. A prosthetic legwas put in its place. However, mﬁﬂ
many people knew of this. It was probably because Mr Lee had leamt to use this new

‘leg’ so well hat many would not have guessed that he was wearing one.

Whenever his grandchildren visited him, he would often amuse fhem with his
leq'. Hewould show his ‘leg’ to them and their young friends tmt.z‘lz‘t];ey were usually
astonished to see that Mr Lee had used sticky tape to hold up his sock and attach it
to hfsz ?i}eg Often, they would look closely at his ‘leg’ and wondered how it could be

part of him.

Mr Lee was quite independent and his ‘leg’ had not deterred him from
leading a normal life. There was an occasion when he went om{;‘al::pping and as there
were no other lot, he parked his car at a lot meant for the handicapped. However,
when he went back to his car, he saw that a security officer had clamped the wheels.
Apparently, it appeared to the officer that Mr Lee was not handicapped. In order o
prove to the officer that he was indeed handicapped, Mr Lee had no choice but to

(25)
show him his 'leg’.

21 (1) separate
(2) eliminate
(3) eradicate

(4 amputate
22 (1) irk

(2 charm

(3) humiliate

(4) _entertain

( Go on to the haxt page)



23

24

25

(1)
2
(3
“

(1)

e

(3)
4

(1)
(2)
(3)
“)

agitated
alammed
astounded
apprehensive

diverted

hindered
prohibited

nofify
advise
convince
command

- (Goonto the next page)
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Read the passage below and answer Questions 26 to 30.

Bon in San Diego on November 8, 1918, Florence Chadwick had her first
swimming competition win at the age of ten. A year later, she competed in her first
‘challenging’ competition, a rough water swim and was placed fourth in the event. Her
biggest contribution to swimming history occurmed on August 8, 1950, when she crossed
the English Channel from France to England in 13 hours and 20 minutes, breaking the
then-curent world record held by another swimmer.

One year later, Florence crossed the English Channel yet again, this time from
England to France, thus making her the first woman to-swim the English Channel in both
directions, and setting a record for the England-France journey.

In July 1952, Florence attempted to complele another feat that no other woman
had ever successfully completed. In the cold moming of fourth of July, the 34-year-old
long-distance swimmer waded into the water and began swimming from Catalina Island
towards the California coastline.

As Florence began, she was flanked by small boats that watched for sharks and
were prepared to help herif she got hurt or grew fired. The water was numbing cold that
July moming and the fog was so thick that she could hardly see the bodts in her own
party, Several times sharks, which had got too dose, had to be driven away with rifles
to protect the lone figure in the water.

As the hours ticked on, Florence swam on. Fafigue had never been her big
problem in these swims - it was the bone-chilling cold of the water and the thick fogq.

Almost- fifteen hours later, numbed with the cald, Florence began to doubt her
ability. She told her mother, who was in one of the boats, that she did not think she could
make it However, her mother and her trainer who were in a boat urged her not to quit.
They told her that they were near fand but when she looked towards the California
Coast, all she could see was the dense fog.

Florence swam for another hour before asking to be pulled out, unable to see the
coastiine due to the fog. Afew minutes later - at fifteen hours and fifty-five minutes - she
was laken out of the water.

It was not until hours later, when her body began to thaw, that Florence felt the
shock of failure.  To a repoiter she blurted out, "Look, I'm not excusing myself. But if |
could have seen land, | might have made it* She had been pulled out only less than
half a kilometre away from the California Coast!

Later, Florence reflected on that incident. She realised that she had surrendered
not by faligue or even the cold. The fog alone had defeated her because it kept her goal
out of her sight. It had blinded her reason, her eyes and her heart. It was the only time
Florence Chadwick ever quit.

Two months later, she swam that same channel, and again fog obscured her view.
But this lime, she swam with her faith intact - somewhere behind the fog was land. She
did not lose sight of the shore because she focused on that image of the coast in her
mind, and in this way, she reached her goal. Not only was she the first woman to swim
the Calalina Channel, but she beat the men's record by almost fwo hours!

Adapled from hifpdfon.wilipedaomwiiomnce May Chadwick

10

15

25

30

35

40

( Go on to the next page)
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For each of the questions from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct -
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical
Answer Sheet. _ {5 marks)

26

27

28

29

36

Acconding to the passage Florence ChadwicK's biggest contribution to swimming history
occured when she

(1)  setarecord for the England-France joumey

(2) became the first woman fo swim the Catalina Channet

(3) was the fastest swimmer in 1950 to cross the English Channel

(4) was the first woman to swim thie English Channel in both directions

In paragraph four, Florence was flanked by small boats as she began her swim. The
people on the small boats were there mainly to

(1) lead Florence towards the coast

(2) ensure her safety fram the dangers lurking in the water

(3) molivate her to confinue swimming towards Catalina island

(4) pull her to the boat whenever she needed o take breaks duwring her swirs

Accaording to Florence, she gave up crossing the Catalina Channel on her firsi aiiemnpt
because

(1) she was overcome by fatigile

(2) hervision was clouded by the thick fog

(3) hermother and {rainer had told her to give up
(4) shewas so cold that she had to stop swimming-

Florence could swim such long distances because she never had an issue whi;

(1) safety

(2) fatigue

(3) visibility in foggy conditions

(4) the low temperature of the waters.

Based on the passage, which of the following is frue?

(1)  Florence was the fastest person to cross the Catalina Channet.

(2)- Florence had accepted the fate that shefailled to cross the Catalina Charriel.

(3) Florence was thirty-four years old when she first crossed the Engfish Chiziniel.

(4) Florence could see the shoreline of the California Coast the second time she
crossed the Catalina Channel.

End of BoolletA
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 io_ 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Wiite its letter (A fo Q) in the blank. The lefters

(t) arid (O) have been omitted to-avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE. |
' (Aa (D) before (G} have  (K) than (N) this
(B) an (E) from (H) is {L} then (P)to
{C) are (F) has () of (M) these (Q) with

A wesk before Christmas, 1992, Lauren Rudolph ate a cheeseburger from a 'fast

food restaurant in California. On Christmas.Eve, suffering a severe
- (31

stomach pain, Lauren was admitted the hospital. There she endured
(32)

three heart attacks ‘ eventually dying on 28 December, She was six years
{33) )

old.

The burger Lauren-ate was contaminated _ the bacteria E£.coli.
(34)

Her death was the first in butbreak that-caused 732 illnesses in five states
(35)

-and killed four children. The E.colf bacteria are so powerful that i takes no more

a few of them to cause a deadly infection. “We used te think
(36)

foodborne iliness as little ' more than a stomachache,” says

@7

Joseph Levitt of the U.S. govermment's Food and Drug Administration.

There more risk involved in our everyday activity of eating than
(38)

you might think. It is esfimated that each year in the United States, 76 million
people suffer from foodborne diseases. However, bacteria are an integral part

of a healthy life. Most of bacteria help with digestion, keeping us healthy.
(39)

Nearly all raw food, too, bacteria in it. But, the bacteria that produce
(40)

foodborne illness are of a different kind.

(Go on tothe next page) .



Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. Write the
correct word in the relevant box. (10'marks)

Despite calls for mrisumers to reject plastic bags when shopping, the amount of

(41)
plastic finding their way info landfifls continue to rise.

(42) I.

Every year, volunteers for Clean Up Australia report that deskarded plastic bags

(43) (44) : -
make up the great percentage of items they collect. Workers have ritreeved plastic bags

from treetops where they were trapped after waters or high tides have receded.

(43)
How many more evidence do we need before we accept that current measures to gel

(46)
people to volunteareely reduce their use of plastic bags are failing?

(47)
Some supermarkels claim that the bags tliey use to pack tie growseries are made

: (48) -}
of biodegradable materials and are therefore ‘safe’. This is not so. The riaelity is that even

(49) (50}
these bags take many years to broken down. Clearly, the only solve fo this problem is lo ban

the use of plastic bags alfogether. This ban should begin with supermarkets because ihey

are the biggest users.

" (Go on to the next page)



Filt in each blank with a suitable word. ) {15 marks)

As eatly as 500 B.C, the Persian armies baked a type of bread topped with cheese

| and dates. The earty Greeks baked a type of flat, round bread

{51}

they topped with olive oil, $pices and vegetables. When the Greeks colonised Southem

ftaly__ - the fitth and eighth centuries B.C, they brought this type of food
T (52) : : . : o , '
with butit was considered food for peasants. Infact, these round
(53}
pieces of bread were as plates by the poor and topped with whatever
{54)

food was avatilable,

One of the main of the modern day pizza is the tomato, but in
(55)

early times, this fruit-had been thought poisonous Europeans.
{56)

in the sixteenth century, European travellers to Peru and MexXico retumed with this exotic

fruit and it soon became a very ingredient of the pizza.
(57).

in 1889, Queen Margherita toured the ltalian provinces. The queen became

curious _ i she sawpeasants eating 2 round-shaped bread. Even though
(s8)
her advisors frowned ___ the fact that she tasted ‘peasant food', she
. “the new tasteand she summoned a pizza chef, Rafaelia Esposito,
(60)
‘to her palace. He a special pizza in hér honour. it was topped with

0

_ofthe

tomatoes, white moézéféila cheese andfresh basil — the __ --(

- {Go on to the next page)




Italian flag (red, Whiteand green). This became one of the Queen's

(69
foods and Pizza Margherita is-still popular

(64)
> by street vendors who walked the city streets
(65)

with small, tin stoves on their heads. Inthis way, the pizza spread throungh the whole of italy |

Pizzas were

Now, it is one of the most popular take-away foods in many countries.

(Go ondo the n-f;xt page)
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For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided.
Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your senfence imust be the same as
the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66

68

69

70

Nobady hiad washed the dishes for a week.
The dishes

Glenn persevered during the competition. He won the car after he had placed his
hand on it for eighty-three hours.

Glenn's

Peter did not do well in his examinations as he was complacent.

becauseof

The clerk was responsible for the booking of the venue for the event.

The booking : ‘ v

Miss Tan asked Mr Raj if she needed t6¢ attend the meefing the next day.

Miss Tan asked Mr Raj, © . B

(Goon to the next page)
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Read the passage below and .answer quéstions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

Tt was the strangest murder trial that [ had ever attended. At the beginning, no
one present in the courtroom believed that the accused slood any chance at all as all
-evidence were pbinting against him:

Adam was a heavy stout man with bulging bloodshot eyes. He had a look that
one would not forget in a hupry and that was an important point because the 5
*Prosecutor proposed to call four witnesses who had claimed to have seeh him at the
scenel The four witnesses were Mrs Salmoh Henry MacDougall, wir Wheeler and Mr,
Charles. :

The clock had just struck two in the moming. Mrs Salmon in 15 Northwood
Street had beé¢n unable to sieep, she heard a click and thought it was her own gate. 10
So she went to the window and saw Adam on the steps of Mrs Parker's house. He
was cafrying a hammer in his hand. She saw him drop it into the bushes by the front
gate. Before he moved away, he looked up at Mrs Salmon’s window and the light of a
street-lamp exposed him to her gaze. .

Henry MacDougall, who: had been driving home late nearly ran Adam downat 15
the comer of Northwood Street.

Old Mr Wheeler, who lived next door to Mrs Parker, was awakened by a noise
like a chair faliing. As he got up and looked out of the window, he saw Adam’s back
and as he turned, those bulging eyes. In the next street at Laure]l Avenue, he had been
seen by yet another witness,Mr charles. . 20
| understand,’the prosecufor said, “that the defence lawyer insists it is a case of
mistaken identity. Adam will tell you that he was with his wife at two in the morning on
14 Feb but after you have heard the witnesses, 1 do not think you will be prepared to
admit the possibility of a mistake.” Then, Mrs Salmon was called.
“Do you see the murderer here incourt?” the Proseculorasked 25
She looked straight at Adam in the dock. “Yes,” she said, “there he is.”
“Y'ou are quite certain?”
She said simply, “I couldn’t be mistaken, sic.”
The defence lawyer who was the lawyer for Adam, rose to cross-examine. {f
you had reported as many murder frials as  have, you would have known beforehand 30
he would take. And [ was right, up to a point.
“Now, Mrs Salmon, is your eyesight good? You are awoman of fifty-five?”
“I have never had fo wear spectacles and | am fifty-six, sir.”

"And it was two in the moming and the man was on the other side of the road.
You must have remarkable eyes, Mrs Salmon? And you have no doubt that the man 35
you saw is the accused?”

The defence lawyer took a look around the rcom and then he said, “Do you mind,
Mrs Salmon, examining again the people in the court? No, not the accused. Stand

*prosecutor — the lawyer for the victim

(Goonto ?he.ne:'d page)- = - -
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up, please, Peter,” and there at the back of the court was the exact image of the man
in the dock. He was even dressed the same. 40

“Now think very carefully, Mrs Salmon. Are you still certain that the man YOu saw
drop the hammer in Mrs Parkec’'s garden was the accused and not this man, who is his

twin brother?"

Of course she could not. She looked from one to the other and did not say a
word. There was not a witness who was certain that it was the accused he had seen. 45
What we saw then was the end of the case-And the brother?He had his alibi too;he
was with his wife. And so the man was acquitted for lack of evidence.That
extraordinary day had an exdraordinary end. | followed Mrs Salmon out of court and
we got wedged in the crowd, who were waiting for the twins. Then it happened and |
do not know how. The crowd moved andsomehow one of the twins got pushed onto  5p
the road and was run over by a bus. He was dead.

ThaemsmamhﬂmngeﬂingunmmmmebudyWIDDkiﬂgstﬁght
over at Mrs Saimon. Mrs Salmon trembled He was crying, but whether he was the
murderer or the innocent man, nobody will ever be able to tell. But if you were Mrs
Salmon, could you sleep at night? : -

Adapled from "Tha Case for the Defence” In 19 Storigs by Grahem Groens

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES
71 What was the occupation of the writer?

72 What was "an important point” (Tine 5) that the Prosecutor was going to use in hiz =247

73 WmthﬂtnwﬂﬁgshatMmSahmmﬂﬁtm&dehaﬂﬁpidﬁisqudm?

(Goon'to the next page




74

75

76

7

78

Which two-word phrase from lines 17 fo 24 has the same meaning as “someone
wrongly picked out” ?

With reference to line 32, what was the defence lawyer’s purpose in emphasising Mrs
Salmon’s age?

Why was it considered “the end of the case” (line 46) after Mrs Salmon testified?

Which word from lines 44 to 51 tells us that the accused’s twin brother had someone o
verify his whereabouts at the time of the murder?

Explain fully what “i” in fine 49 refers to.

. {Go on to the next.page)



79 Explain fully how you would feel at the end of the story if you were Mrs Salmon.
Base your answer from evidence in the story.

80 In the beginning of the.story, the wiiter ciaimed it was the “strangest murder trial"
(line 1) . Based on your understanding of the story, why was it sfrange?

END COF PAPER
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Q35 | Q36037 | 038 [ 039 | 040

B | K[J|H][MI|F

41)its 42)discarded 43)greatest 44 )retrieved 45 imuch
46 )voluntarily 47 )groceries 438)reality 49)break 50)solution
51)which 52)between 53)them 54)used 55)ingredients
56)by 57)popular 58)when 59)at 60)liked
61)baked 62)colours 63)favourite 64)today 65)sold

66)The dishes had not been washed for a week by anyone.

67)Glenn’s perseverance during the competition won him the car after he had
placed his hand on it for eighty-three hours.

68)Peter did not do well in his examinations because of his complacent.

Fﬂgﬂ 1to2 fraag 1



69)The booking of the venue for the event was the clerk's respﬁnsihilitjr.
70)Miss Tan asked Mr Raj Do I neede to attend the meeting tomorrow.

71)The writer was a reported.

72)It refers to the accused distinctive appearance that one would not easily
forget in a hurry.

73)She saw Adam on the steps of Mrs Parker’s house and she saw him drop a
hammer into the bushes by the front gate.

74)The phrase is “"mistaken identity”.

75)He wanted to emphasise that at her age, her eyesight could not have been
good enough to see the accused clearly.

76)No witness was sure that the person he had seen that night was the
accused on the twin brother.

77)The word is "alibi".
78)It refers to one of the twin getting run over by a bus and dying.

79)I would feel afraid if I were Mrs Salmon as the surviving brother might be
the real murderer and come after me.

80)Everyone thought in the beginning that the accused would be found guilty
but in the end he was acquitted.

Page 2
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Section A — Graphic-Stimulus Comprehension (5 x 1 mark)
Study the following brochure and then answer questions 1 fo 5.

CAMP Holiday Camp packed with fun-
filled activities and adventurest

G%&NA A Gift of Nature Art

3 -7 years Week 2 {(June 10-14, 9.302.m. to 12.30p.m.)

Creative Expression
Week 1 (June 3-7, 8.30a.m. to 12.30p.m.)

Using a variety of drama games and story-
building technigues, children will develop
corfidence, improve communications skills
and expand creative expression!

Take awalk mmepark and savour the beauty of
nature. Collect the different types of fallen flowers,
leaves, seeds, grasses, iwigs and fittle pebbles to
create a qifil

Fun, Fit and Fit-for-A-iling Healthy Snacks!
Weak 3 (June 17-21, 9.30a.m. to 12.30p.m.)

Get fit with the fun and easy-fo-leam Zumba dance.
Stretch with Yoga kids and have a rolling good time!
with outdoor bali and team building games. After all
that fun, children will reward themselves by making

healthy and delicious snacks!
b woek | weakes | weoke || [[Call 6336 7076
Students of - ' to get FREE

iGenlus / Ohana/ Positive | $230 | $414 | $586 Trial Passes.
Focus ' _ ;
Early Bird Special Hurryl Passes
sign up before 14/5/2014) | $260 |$468 | $663 limited to the _
Normal Rate first 30 callers

(sign up from 15/5/2014) $270 | $486 $688 only!

Ohana Office Address: 9 Penang Road #12-01 Park Mall Singapore 238459
Enquiries: enquires@chanalearningcentre.com

Registration: www.ohanaleamingcentre.com

Participants’ Review: MMQDL_

Adapted an http#www.ohanaleamingcentre. com/about-ohana




For each question from 1 fo 5, four options are given. One of them s the correct
answer. Malke your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4).
Shade the correct ovai (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet.

1.  The organiser for the holiday camp is

{1y Park Mall

(2) Nature Art Cenire

{3) Ohana Leaming Cenlre

(4y Creative Speech and Drama Centre

2. Only children who are ' can participate in the holiday camp.

(1) above three years old

(2) between three and seven years old

(3) free in the afternoon during the June holidays
(4) free during the fourth week of the June holidays

3. Mrs Ong would like her son, Gary, to improve in his public-speaking skiil.
Which one of the following programmes would benefit Gary most?

(1) Early Bird Special

(2y A Gift of Nature Art

(3) Creative Expression

(4) Fun, Fit and Fit-for-A-King Healthy Snacks

4. According to the brochure, what should parents do if they want fo find out
more about the holiday camp™?

(1) call the organiser

(2) email the organiser

(3) read about the programmes through the organiser’'s website
(4) read about the programmes on the organiser's facebook page

5. Which one of the following statements is true about the holiday camp?

(1) Parents who are keen to sign their children up for the hotiday camp
can only register for one programme.

(2) Parents who ate not sure if their children are suitdble fo take part in

" the holiday camp can write in fo sign their children up for friats.

(3) Parents who want their children to be fully occupied throughout the
June holidays should sign their children up for the holiday camp.

(4) Parents whose children are sfudents of iGenius, Ohand apd Positive
Focus are given special rates if they sign their children up for the
holiday camp.



Section B — Grammar ( 72 1 mark)

For each question from 6 fo 12, four opfions are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your cholce (1, 2, 3 or 4).

Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Shest.

6. A number of drivers zlong the East Coast Expressway
summoried by the traffic police for speeding last Saturday.

(1) is
(2) are
(3) was
(4) were
7.  Although they are hungry, neither Mrs Koh nor her twins eaien
the cupcakes on the table.
(1) has
(2) had
(3) have
(4) having
8. My father is taking my brother and to the movies this weekend.
(1 1
(2) me
(3) mine
(4) myseif
9. Mrs Sim was angry the way her son behaved at her friend’s
birthday party last night.
(1) at
(2) by
(3) in
(4) on

10. The boy would not have been late for school this morning If he
late the previous night.

(1)  did not sleep

(2) had notslept

(3) would not sleep
(4) was notsleeping




11

2.

My grandmaother prefers anap to television
programmes in the aflernoon.

(1) teke...wafch

{2y taking...waich

{3} taking...watching
{4} fo take...watching

Marie in her room f{or the last two hours before she finally
compieted her revision.

(1) has studied
(2y had studied
{3) has been studying
(4) had bsen studying



Section C — Punctuation Discrete (3 x 1 mark)
For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete the
passage. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

Mr Goh is among a growing number of parroi keepers in Singapnm,. "l
am attracied to the birds' inieligence, loving nature and foyally,” he says {13}
They react to you and you can interact with them.”

Pet shop owners who sell these tropical birds (14) such as-macaws,

lovebirds and budgerigar, say parrot ownership has increased ten percent
every year.

“They complete my fife since my wife and | do not have any chiidren
(15) Mr Goh chuckles, Mr Goh and his wife now have twelve birds, kept in
cages, in their five-room flat.

Adapted from The Straits Times, 22 February 2014

3. 4 1.) comma
@ I.1] full stop
@ ] comma and inverted commas
4 [.°] full stop and inverted commas
4. (1) [ :1 colon
(2 1.1 comma
@ [-1  fulstop
@y 11 exclamation mark
15 @) 1.1 comma and inverted commas
& ) full stop and inverted commas
@ (77 question mark and inverled commas
4 ("] exclamation mark and inverted commas



Section & — Vocabulary {5 x 1 rosrk)

Far each guestion from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your cheice {1, 2, 3 or 4).

Shade the correctovat {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opftical Answer Sheet.

16.  The man was arrested by the police at the immigration controf for carrying
L goods info our couniry.

{1y intangible

(2) embezzled

(3} contraband

(4) confiscaied

17.  “You should talk about how you feel instead of up your

feelings of anger,” advised the counsellor. “it is unhealthy.”

{1y  stirring
{2} locking
{3} botlling

{4 shutting

18. Faise reports by the media on the missing plane being hijacked in the air
could the rescue operation.

(1) subdue

{2} ostracise
{(3) jeopardise
{(4) manipulate

19.  Mr Lim owns a company which sells cars. He had to ten
salesmen last week because they could not sell a single car for the whole
month.

(1) layoff
(2) layout
(3) laydown
(4) [ay aside

20. Jane does not mind in her acting career as long as she wins
the Best Supporting Actress Award at the Star Award Ceremony this
evening.

(1) letting her hair down

(2) blowing her own trumpet
(3) playing the second fiddie
(4} harping on the same string



Section E — Vocazbulary Cloze (5.2 1 mark)
For each question from 21 fo 25. choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the

underiined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheel

| have lived in the Canadian Arctic all my life and have spent most of
my career pholographing the edge where ice meets open sea. When | began
working, sea ice seemed (21) invulnerable. Even in the warmest months,
much ice remained.

Scarcely ten years later, things have changed. The poles are meilling
at an (22) alaming rate. Lancaster Sound, one of the most productive marine
habitats in the world, may soon {23) wiiness a new chapter in maritime history.
The areas around it may see a (24) significant increase in shipping. lLarge
freighters and tankers are brought into a region they rarely travelled before as
the ice {25) becomes lesser. Some scientists believe the Arctic will eventually
be void of summer ice, dooming species such as polar bears to extinciion.

Adapled from the National Geographic (Life al the Edge by Paul Niclden)

21. (1) immutable
(2) immersible-
(3) undetectable
(4) indestruclible

22. (1) appalling
(2) " appealing
(3) unpleasant
(4) unfavourable

23, (1) justify
(2) confirm
(3) observe
(4) validate

24. (1) moderate
(2) particular
(3) syslematic
(4) considerable

25. (1) diminishes
(2) disappears
(3) deteriorates
(4) degenerates



Section F — Comarehension MCQ (5 . 1 marld

Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

Adolescence is oiten described as a time of rebellion. i seemed, at
times, that our eldest son was atfempting to break each nule or bond that
had developed in his twelve years. A parenling course and numerous
booiks from the liorary reaffirmed that we were not the only parents forced o
endure these difficulties. That inforrnalion did not help. My mounting
certainly that { was a failure as a parent grew higher than the clothes piled
on Steve's bedroom ficor. The technigues acquired within my parending
group crumbled faster than the blocks we stacked when he was two.

Summer arrived and Boy Scoul Carnp joomed ahead. Unforiunalely,
Steve would not be home for my birthday. "Oh well,” i consoled myself,
“he’s pulling away, letting me go. This is only the first of the many birthdays
we won'i spend fogether.”

One day, as he looked through his Boy Scout catalogue, he said,
“Mium, what are you doing this Friday?”

| was prepared for this, the usual pre-camp shapping spree. His list
would include new hiking boots, knife, flashlights, bafteries and an air pillow,

if 1 were lucky, we might even buy a few things for him to wear upon his
return.

My husband, Bill, unexpectedly stayed home that day, so that | would
not need fo take our daughter through stores in the mall that did not intérest
her. Quality time wouid be ours.

My hopes began fo drain away as Sfeve hid himself in his fooni with
the telephone. However, | heard him tell his best friend that he could not go
swimming. He took his shower and ten minutes later, reappeared dressed
in pants, not jeans, a shirt and tie. He checked the mirror to smoothen his
hair. “Ready, Mum? Oh, don't bring your purse.”

Purse in hand, 1 followed him out the door and crossed the lawn.
John, our neighbourhood gossiper, walked in our direction.

Steve gasped. “Keep walking! I'il catch up. He can’t see me like
this,” and darted behind a tree. John turned onto another path.

For the next fwo blocks, Steve chattered happily about the many meit
badges he was planning on eaming at camp. We strolled on through
downtown, past a few of his favouwrile shops. He barely even paused fo look
in the windows. He kept checking his watch. Suddenly, he furned info a
restaurant and a waitress approached us. “I made a reservation for two for
lunch,” Steve said.

10

15

20

25

30

35




He led me to my chair and ordered my favourite dish, Cornish. hen
stuffed with rice, though | was sure he fervently wished for Kentucky fried
chicken. Afler desserf, he asked for the bill and paid for it with his
newspaper delivery pay and allowance, money - usuaily spent on his model
frain layout.

As we left the restaurant, Steve sald sofily, "Mum, | won't be around
on your birthday, so we celebrated it early.”

He may be letting go of me - but not yet. Adolescence is a transition,
a difficult ime. My son was becoming a caring, considerate man. His
thoughifulness was an act of love. There could have been no better
birthday celebration — a very special gift.

40

45

Adapted from Chicken Soup for the -Mother and Son Soul by Jack Canfisld, Maric
Victor Hansen, LeAnn Thieman and Barbara LoMonaco




For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1,2, 3 or 4) on
the Optical Answer Sheel

26. According to paragraph one, which one of the following statements about
the writer and her son is true?

(1) The witer learnt many techniques from the parenting group about
bonding with her son.

{2) The writer's son broke every rule and bond she had developed in his
twelve years while growing up.

(3) The writer and her husband were the only parents who had
difficuities bonding with thelr son.

(4) The parenting course which the writer and her husband attended did
not help them bond with their son.

27. What does “this” in line 15 refer t0?
{1} The Boy Scout Camp
(2) The Boy Scout Catalogue
(3} The usual pre-camp shopping spree
(4) The list of things needed for the camp

28. \Which word in the passage has the same meaning as “worthy o

deserving”™?
{1} merit
(2) model
(3) quality
(4) certainty

29. Steve gasped when he saw his neighbour, John, because he did not want
{o .

(1) be teased by John

(2) miss the opportunity to chat with his mother

(3) be fate for iunch which he had made a reservation

{(4) be talked about by his neighbours about the way he dressed

30. How did the writer feel about her son eventually? She was

(1) happy that her son still cared for her

(2) sad that her son was letting ga of her

(3) glad that her son celebrated her birthday in advance
(4) worried that her son was going through a difficutt ime

10
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Section & — Grammar Cloze (10 x 1) marks

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 443, In the passage helow. From the list of words givern,
choose the most suitable word for each nlank. Write its letier (A to Q) in the blank. The lellers
(i) and (O) have been omitted to aveid conflsion du ring marking.

£ACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A) along (D) and Gy is (K) on {N} was
(8} also (E) few (H) more (L) the (P) which

(Cy an (F) have )] much (M) they (@) who

Twirling ballerinas and martial arts students could soon take to the newly

widened sidewalks of the Queen Street area to showcase their art. The authorifies are

providing more room for {31) eclectic mix of arts organisations based there to stage
activities (32} the street. Besides widening the sidewalks, they have installed
benches (33) created coach drop-off points as well.

The renovations to make the street (34)___ pedestrian-friendly are
expected to be completed by next year. Art groups say (35) have been waiting to
use the outdoor space for activities to engage the pubfic (36) __ aregular basis, since

the authorities told them a few years ago that it (37) going to rejuvenate that area.

Some {enants receive as (38) as fen visitors a day on Saturdays and Sundays and
that affects thei.r busineés. Successful street festivals, (39) drew more than

400 000 people to the Queen Street area last year, 40 demonstrated the potential
that the area has o host outdoor events. Some art groups have moved to that area because
they have heard about the plans.

Adapted from The Straits Times, 3 March 2014



Saction H - Editing for Spelling and Grammar {118 x 1 mark)

Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underiined word for grammar. VWrite the comect

word in the relevant box.

One day, | returned home to my little girl's third-year party {o find her in the

41)

comer of the front room. She was defyantly clufching all of her presents, unwilling to let the

42)

43)

other children plays with them. The first thing | noticed are several parents in the room

44)

witnessing this selfish display. | was ambearaged because | was teaching human relations in

45)

the university then and could feel the expektesion of these parents standing by the side.

48)

The atmerséfear in the room was tense as the children were crowding around

47)

48)

my litite daughter with het hands out, asking to play with the presents they had just giving, and

my daughter was adamantly refusing. | told myself that | should teach my daughter'to share as

49)

the value of sharing is one of the most basic things we beledve in.

| walked to my daughter and fried a simple request of asking her to share the

0}

presents with her friends, but she shakes her head. The reply was "Nol"

Adapted from The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Peaple by Stephen



Section | — Comprehension Cloze {15 x 4 mark)
Fill in each blank with 2 suitable word.

Itis 8 a.m. sharp. In a massive gymnasium just a block from Beijing's Temple of

Heaven, the Chinese women's weight-lifting team (51) for duty. Within

minutes, the sound of weights crashing to the ground (52) in the
training hall. The air grows (53) with swaat and particles of chalk. It
is the chalkk that helps lifters get a firm (54) on the bar. These
athletes are the best of the best: within the (55) of an hour, | see an
Olympic record surpassed and a world (56) nearly equalled. It's

anofher day on the job for the squad that is ready to compete at the London Games.

Bound (57) __ London in the 58-kg weight class, Li takes little

time to exhibit her stupendous training lift, instead the 2009 world champion

(58) her head to the officials, then steps back to practise a migute
shoulder movement (59) __ needs perfecting.
As she steps up to a bar that holds more (60) twice her body

weight, Li Xueying has no idea how much she is about to lift. Numbers are the coaches’

responsibility; (61) _is to lift unquestioningly. This is thebond of trust

that develops between a coach and an athlete who staris lifting weights at the age of

ten. In (62) split-second burst of energy, the 22-year-old thrusts her

ams into the air and a 132-kg barbell floats above her head, When Li

(63) the bar after the successful lift, the floor reverberates so much

(64) | feel the thrum in my teeth.




When | shake her hand later, her callused (65) __ feels like &

sheet of sandpaper. Her collarbone is brulsed purple from the bar. The daughier of

\wheat farmers from cenfral China's Henan province, Li shows little anticipation of her

Ciympic debut.

Adspted from the Time Magazine (The Gold Standard), July 30 — August 6 2072




Section J - Svathesis / Transformation (5 1 2 marks}

For each of the questions 56 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the
word(s) provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your
sentence must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s).

86.

67.

68.

68.

70.

You will fall ilt if you do nof take a break from work.

Unless

Kelly won the gold medal for figure skating. |enjoyed watching her.

whom

Amy realised that someone was following her. Amy watked more
quickiy.

Amy’s footsteps when

To make tiramisu, we need cheese and coffee. We also need sugar
and eggs.

n addition to

Jane did not take her umbrefla. She was drenched by the rain.

Had




Sectiion K — Comprehension {10 x 2 marks}
Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.

The Grameen Bank began out of the pocket of one man, Dr
Mohammad Yunus. His story began in 1972, the year Bangladesh won
its war of independence from Pakistan. Dr Yunus completed his
graduate sitdies in the United States and was teaching at a college,
when he was invited to teke up the position of head of the economics
- department in a universily in south-eastern Bangiadesh.

When Dr Yunus returned heme, he was full of high hopes. To his
surprise, the countiy was sliding downward very rapidly. By 1974, there
was a lerible famine and people were dying in the streets. Dr Yunus
was teaching economics and was becoming ifcressingly frustrated with
the difference between what was described in the textbooks and what
was happening in the real world. He decided fo learn economics the way
the real world was, the economics that was real in people’s lives.

As the university he was teaching was located among villages, Dr
vunus was able to walk out of the campus into real Bangladesh. He
began going to the villages and falking to the poor people, frying to
discover why they could not change their lives or their living condifions.
He did not approach them as a feacher or a researcher, but as a human
being, a neighbous. '

One day, he came across a woman who eamed only two dollars 2
day by making bamboo stoots. He could not understand how anyone
could work so hard and make only two dolfars a day. When he
questioned her, he discovered that she did not have enough money to

-buy the bamboo from the bamboo store, so she had to borrow money
from a trader — the same frader who bought the final product. When the
trader bought her stools,.he offered her a price that barely covered her
materials. In essence, her labour was almost free; she worked like a
siave. Dr Yunus and a student went afound the village for- several days
to find out if there were ofher peaple like her who were borrowing from
traders and missing out on what they should eam. In a week's time, they
came up with a list of forly-two such people. The total amount needed
by all of theni was $30.

- His first solution was to take the $30 out of his own pocket. He
asked the student fo distibute the money fo the forly-two people as
loans. He realised thaf this was not the real solution because he found
out that the other villagers who also needed money would not come to

him because he was a feacher at the university. He was also not in the
monay business. Thatwas when he thought of a bank.

He approached a bank manager, who thought it was too funny an

10

15

20
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idea fo lalk about as loans of that amount were not even worth the
paperwork. Dr Yunus went from bank fo bank, gefting the same
response. Finally, he challenged the bank by offering himself as a
guarantor. After six months, they reluctantly agreed to 2 $3006 loan. Dr
Yunus foaned the money fo the villagers and it was paid back. However,
when he asked the banks fo loan the money directly, again they
declined.

In 1983, Dr Yunus decided to sel up his own bank called the
Grameen Bank. K lent money only to the poorest people in Bangladesh.
Today, the bank not only lends money to the poor people; it is also
owned by the poor people. The people who were lent money to became
shareholders in the bank.

40

45

Adapféd from a speech and radio interview with Mohammad Yunus in Lapis Magazine,
Chicken Soup for the Soul al Worl:

71. VWhal post did the university in Bangladesh offer to Dr Yunus when he was

teaching in the United States?

72. Which word in the fourth paragraph has the same meaning as "scarcely’?

73. What does the phrase “real Bangladesh® in line 15 refer to?




74,

75.

76.

78.

In lines 18 and 19, “He did not approach them as a feacher or a
researcher, but as a human being, a neighbour.” What was Dr Yunus
anticipating in terms of the villagers' reaclion fowards him?

How did the bamboo trader in paragraph four take advantage of the
woman when he bought bamboo stools from her?

What does “this” in line 35 refer {07

Why did Dr Yunus decide to setup a hank?

Explain in your own words why the first bank which Dr Yunus approached
was not willing to offer him any foan.




79.  inwhat ways had the poor people benefited from the Grameen Bank?

ves and living conditions of
hich Dr Yunus had which
we fell?

80. It was not easy for Dr Yunus to change the fi
the poor villagers. What was oné quality w
enabled him {o succeed in helping the villagers? How can

Fnd of Paper
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41)defiantly 42)play 43)was  44)embarrassed 45)expectation
46)atmosphere 47)their 48)given 49)believe 50)shook
51)reports 52)re§erbrates 53)tense 54)grip 55)duration

56)record 57)for 58)bows 59)that 60)than

61)hers 62)a 63)drops 64 )that _65)palm

66)Unless you take a break from work, you will fal! ifl.
67)Kelly whom I enjoyed watching won the gold medal for figure skating.

68)Amy’s footsteps quickened when she realised that someone was foliowing
her.
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69)In addition to cheese and coffee, we need sugar and eggs to make tiramisu.

70)Had Jane taken her umbrella, she would not have been drenched by the
rain.

71)Dr Yunus offered the position of head of the economics department in a
university in south-eastern Bangladesh.

72)The word is “barely”.

73)It refers to the villages in Bangladesh thathad a terrible famine with
people dying in the streets.

74)The poor villagers might not reveal anything to Dr Yunus if he were to
approach them as a teacher or a researcher.

75)The bamboo trader Ioaned her money and she used the money to buy the
materials needed for making the bamboo stools. After she had made the stools,
the bambeo trader bought from her at a price that barely covered her
materials.

76)1t refers to taking Dr Yunus's pocket and making the student to distribute
the money to the forty-two people as loans.

77)The banks declined to loan money directly to the villagers.
78)The amount of work to process the loan was more than the loan itself.

79)They could get a loan from the bank.\ They were also the shareholders of
the bank.

80)His determination enabled him to succeed in helping the villagers. He went
from banlk to bank for six months just to help the villagers.

Page 2
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Section A: Graphic Sdmulus (5xim = 5m}
Study the following adveriisement carefully and then answer questions 110 5.

nemguirzl
SURTRISE [RACE

v Sunday , 29 Nov, 7am - 12 noon i
r Details:

Route: Fast Coast Pack Gate /Marina Bay Sands /
National Stadium
Distance: 8 kilometres g

PR

I You stand to win prizes
; worth $500,000 in this
Mass Participation Race
of the year.

Register in person atany of the following

. centres:

}o East Coast Sailing Centre, East Coast Park
Road
Mon-Fri $am - Spm, Sat 9am - Ipm

e National Sports Centre, Stadium Road
Mon-Fri 10am - 5.30pai”

o Central Commugity Centre, Kallang Road,

fon-Sat 11am -4pm

Prizes include:

Registration Fee: Adult $10, Student $5
Each participant gets a T-shirt & a sports goodie ||
bag free upon registration. I
Registered participants who complete the run are
entitled to the Lucky Draw with prizes:

= Grand Prize: A New Condominium

B Apartment

Electronic Products Consolation Prizes: Tablets, Health
Products, etc.

Wimners of Sumrise Race
15 A Trip to Paris

2. Blectronic Products worth $10,000 <l
39. 31D/2N Cruise to Phuket

Sponsors:
o Lackmen Brothers Pte Ltd

¢ Stylish Shoes Company

o Life Care Ltd

Organisers:

¢ New Nation

& National Heart Foundation

For enquirics call 6515-5156 - - 2

e — e -l - —




For each question from 1 to 5, four oplions are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Malke your choice (1, 2, 3 or4). Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheel.

1. The Sunrise Race is organised by

{1} Life Care Lid

{2} Stytish Shoes Company
(3  Lackmen Brothers Pte Lid
(4)  Netional Heart Foundation

2. This advertisement appeared in the newspapers on

(1)  2November
{(2) 3 November
(3) 20 November
(4) 29 November

3. To register for the event at 3pm on a Saturday, one must go to

(1Y  Marina Bay Sands

(2)  National Sports Centre
{3) Central Community Centre
{4) East Coast Sailing Centre

4, The first fo finish the Sunrise Race will win

{1) a trip to Paris

£2) health produets

(3) electronic goods

(4) anew condominium apartment

5. Which of the following statements is NOT true of the advertisement?

(t The Race will end at the National Stadium.
(2)  This is the first time the Race has been organized.

(3)  Each patticipant will geta chance to win Lucky Draw prizes.
{(4)  There are more than two organizations sponsoring the event.



Section B: Grammar Discrete (7 xim = 7m}

For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet.

10.

a privilege for the refired teacher fo be invited for the occasion as

Guest-of-Honour.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

My sister and | often quarrel

it

its
It's
i

our share of the toys in the box.

(1) for
(2)  with
(3) over
(4) between
John, together with his sisters, the library every weekend.
(1) visit
(2) wisils
(3) wisiting
(4) have visited
Jason can still recall those days. when he and his brothers often
together in the park near their old house.
(1) play
(2) played
(3) are playing
(4) were playing
The boy | knew won the spelling bee compelition held at the
auditorium.
(1) whom
(2) when
(3) which
(4) whose



11. If dJohn more careful, he would have scored full marks for the
test last week.
)y s
(2) has been

(3) hadbeen
(4) havebeen

12. James refused fo return my compuier game [
threatened io fell his father.
(1) untd
(2) even
(3) uniess
(4) despite

Section C: Punctuation (3 x 1m = 3m)
For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete the
passage. Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or4) onthe Optical Answer Sheet.

it was almost seven o'clock that Friday night. The group of boys met to discuss
the dramatic events that unfolded in school that day {13) They were still in shock after
witnessing Alvin hurling abuse at Mrs Wong, the class Social Studies teacher.

“Is everyone here {14) asked Raphael, the class monitor who was the unofficial
leader of the group.

“Thomas is running late again but let's begin,” remarked Jones {16) the
assistant monitor “We dor’t have much time.” With that the boys started to discuss

ways to help Alvin manage his anger.

13. (1) [, ] comma
2y [. ] fulistop
(3) [?1 question marx
4y {! ] exclamation mark




14. (1) "] inverted commas and comma
(2) [."] iull stop and inverted commas
(3) [ 7?7 question mark and inverted cornmas
(4) [I"] exclamation mark and inverted commas

15. (1) {. lfull stop
(2 { . lcomma
3y [."}comma and inverted commas
(4) [."]full stop and inverted commas

Section D: Vocabutary (5 x im = 5mj

For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3or4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet.

16.  Tim was late again. “Thatwas " said his mother. “Now you are
grounded for the weekend.”

(1) thelaststraw

(2) - outof the blue’
(3) in the nick of time
(4) against the clock

17. The students were as they rushed to the tucicshop to eat.

(1) anorexic

(2) ravenous

{3) emaciated
{4) emancipated

18. The injured hunter managed o to the nearest village where he
was given medical attention.

(1) stut
(2) fiploe
(3) waddie

(4) stagger



19. Michael's spirit has guided him through the numerous failed
business ventures during the last few decades.

(1) inflexible

(2) irreverent
(3 indomitable
{4y domineering

20. Theresa was kind to me when | was a guest at her home. In for her
kindness, | gave a porcelain vase as a gifi.

(1}  retum

{2) honour
{(3) exchange
{4) admiration

Section F: Vocabulary Cloze {5 x 1m = 5m}

For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet.

Natural disasters are one of the major problems facing humanity. Floods and
earthquakes are two (21) catastrophes of nature against which man has not been
able to guard himself in spite of his rapid {22} advance in Science and Technology.
Enormous damages are caused by these two tragedies which are unpredictable. Even
in (23) affluent countries such as the USA and England, scientists and engineers have
not been able to prevent the damages.

What causes floods? Heavy rains cause flooding in the drains of our ciies and
fowns. When these drains overflow, the flood water rises on the roads, slowing down
the movement of vehicles and causing traffic jams. Cars often get stalled as water
enters the working parts of the engine.

In coastal cities, the flooding is further {(24)aggravated by a high tide coinciding
with heavy rains. Many roads become impassable and traffic comes fo a complete
standstill for hours.

The greatest damage is done when continuous rain fills rivers which then
overflow their banks and flood vast areas of land around. Whole towns become
{25)submerged in water. Thousands of acres of cultivabie land get flooded, ruining

millions of tons of food.




21

22.

23.

24.

25.

{1
(2)
(3)
4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1)
{2)
3
(4)

M
@)
3)
)

(1)
@
3)
(4)

chaos
dangers

calamities
demolitions

forward
progress
invention
movement

rich
climatic
powerful
established

provoked
enlarged
intensified
accumulated

stuck
floating
moving
immersed
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Section F: Comprehension MCQ (5 xtm = S}
Read the passage and-answer questions 26 to 30.

it was the third year of the Japanese Occupation in Singapore. Ah Nam's
father, lying on his hard wooden bed, said one morning as he woke up, “in China,
winter is very cold. Why has Singapore suddenly tumed so cold? Is the weather
changing? We live in the hot belt.”

For the past few days he had not been feeling well. From that momeni, fhe
family knew he was gravely ill. They were all desperately worried. How could they
find money to see a doctor? This was the terrible question. Ah Nam's mother
went round 1o see all the other Chinese villagers in the neighbourhood. She gotio
Mrs Wong and Uncle Ho, and asked what they could do for Father. They both
told her, “Located next to your house are those nice plants, teng ti king. You pull
them up, use only the roots and boil them with ginger.” Ah Nam's father fook the
teng ti king for two days, and began to feet better. He continued two more days,
and recovered. This was how, when there were no medicines, we learned to use
common herbs and weeds such as fteng fi king, which was the Teochew name for
the arrowleaf sida. In the village, those who knew how to survive lived.

Ah Nam's father, after recovering from his sickness, still had to continue
supporting his family of nine mouths. Because of his days out of work, his burden
had become heavier. Also, he had no regular job. By doing odd jobs, a day here,
a day there, he could earn just enough money to buy tapioca. During the
Japanese Occupation, it was difficult to find a job anywhere. Another problem
was that only the father eamed money. Of the others in the family, the mother ran
the house. The eldest sister, who was 20, was making homespun cloth, but this
made no money, because the family always needed new clothes. Ah Nam by this
fime was five and his elder brother nine. Even if they could work, who in this day
and age would employ small boys? Because of all this, every day their father
wore a face which expressed his wretchedness. Why had life at this time
become so bitter?

Before the Japanese came, Ah Nam's father worked as a contract labourer
for a landiord. His job was to look after the landlord’s ducks at a satary of eight
Strats doliars a month. When the Japanese came, the landlord closed down his
business and sold al the ducks. The pigs were taken away for the Japanese. The
coconuts remained, of course, but they were the landiord's property. Ah Nam’s
father had to find another means of livelihood.

(Adapted from Son of Singapore by Tan Kok Seng )
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For each question from 26 fo 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheel. {& marks})

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

The family knew that Ah Nam's father was very il because

(1) he was asking fo see the doctor

{2} he was feeling very fired and weak

{3) he was feeling very cold when the weather was hot
(4}  he was feeling very warm when the weather was cold

Ah Nam's father recovered from his illness after

{1} eating tapioca

(2) taking some medication

(3) consuming a common weed

{4) consuiting Mrs Wong and Uncle Ho

(’an 2{3

The word ‘wretchedness' fdae~="T)

(1)  gquilt

(2) despair

{3) embarrassment
(4) disappointment

How did Ah Nam's father lose his job as a contract labourer ?

(1) The landlord had shut down his business.

(2) Ah Nam's father was falling sick all the time.

(3) The landlord had lost all his ducks during the war.

(4) The Japanese had taken away the landlord’s business.

According fo the passage, which one of the following sentences is frue about
life during the Japanese Occupation?

{1} There were no doctors.

(2) Allwho fell sick would die

{3) Children worked fo help support their families.
{4) There were not many jobs available for people.

1
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Section G: Grammar Cloze {10 X Tm = 10m}

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40. From the list of words given, choose the most
suitable word for each biank. Write its fefter (A to Q) in the blank. The letiers () and (O} have
been cmitted in order to avoid confusion during marking.

Use each WORD once ONLY

A} a Dy few G) it K} some N) with
B} after E) for Hy is L} these P} where
Cy Dbefore F) his Jy or M) this )} which

The night was clear and cold, with a moon which spent most of its time hiding in the

clouds and only chose to slip out momentarily. During one of brief
(31)
appearances, Benjamin was able to glimpse the distant lake the darkness
(32)
descended once again. He made his way down the tree, branch from branch until he
reached the ground covered SNOW.
(33)
Benjamin's snow-shoes swished across the powdery surface as he made his way
towards the lake. Once twice he stumbled and almost fell. Despite
(34)
fur-fined jacket, cosy earmuffs and thick warm hat, he found the cold
(35)
unbearable. Every breath produced a misty cloud. Nevertheless, now he knew in
direction the lake lay and that gave him confidence. He
(36) (37)
continued on his way.
Suddenly, __- chilling sound pierced the stilt night air and brought fear '
(38)
to his heart. He moved faster, but the snow-shoes were not built speed.
(39)
Again the blood-curdling cry assailed his ears and this time he was certain was
(40)

closer. Another howl confirmed his fears. it was the unmistakable cry of a timber wolf.

Marks

12




Section H: Spelling and Grammar (10 x Tm = 10m)

Cormrect each word in bold for spefiing and each underined word for grammar. Write the
correct word in the relevant box.

it was aimost twenty years ago when Toco stumbled into our lives. | was fifteen

years old and had just finished school one day. As | was approaching my house, a kitten no

(4%) (42} L

older than a month skempared into my path. “It's iilol’ | exclaimed happy. 1 could

hardly believe my eyes. White as snow with a fong black tail and two black patches on its

(43) (44)

forehead, the kitten bear an uncanny resemblance of our family cat that had died just a

month earlier. |scooped up the kitten and rushed into my house.

(45)

Toco tumed out to be much more than merely a suppstitut for Milo. Affectionale,

(46}

charm, sensitive and intelligent, he exuded a personality of his own and soon found a

(47)

purmanant place in our hearts and in our home. He settled in quickly, lapping up

(48)

the comfort and aftention, probably with the knowledge that life with uswas a best option

(49) (50}

than living on the streets. Toco andeered himself to everyone in the family include my

grandmother, who usually had a tepid attitude towards Cais. However, it was my mother

that Toco shared.a special bond with. Marks

13



Section I: Comprehension Cloze (15 x im =15mj}

in the following passage, there are 15 blanks numbered 51 to 65. Fill in each blank with a
suitable word.

Filt in each blank with a suitable word.

Lizards are four-legged repliles that live on land. Like all replies, they are

with scaly skin and are cold-blooded. This means they rely on

(51)

from their surroundings to raise their body temperature so that they can

(52)

become more active. The rainforest is an ideal place for cold-blooded animals

it is warm day and night all year round. Only a few lizards, such as iguanas,

{53)

feed on plants. Most of them are predators. They feed on insects or smak
(54)

mammals such as mice. Since there are more insects and other sources of food in the

rainforest than in any habitat, lizards of all shapes and sizes

(55) (56)

there.

Lizards have good colour vision, and their bright, alert eyes are far enough forward in

the head to them fo judge distance and speed when their
(57) (58)

'préy.‘Chame!eons have unique eyes mounted on little turrets. Each eye can move

independently of the other, so a chameleon can look in two atonce. This
(59)

14




it spot its prey.

(60)
Most lizards rely on to hide from their enemies. They can maich the
(61)
colours and patlerns of their background. The chameleon is the only lizard
(62)
that can change colour. Many lizards can tum darker or lighter to the time of
(63)

day or calour of the background. Lizards like geckos have a surprise for their attackers —
they can shed the end of their tail simply by contracting certain muscies. The shed tall

twitches and wriggles, the predator from the fleeing fizard. The lizards can

(64)

grow a new but weaker tail. Thisis a small _ to pay for their escape. Other

(65)

lizards simply pretend to be dead. Monitor lizards may puff themselves up to look even

fiercer than they already do to startle and frighten their attackers.

Marks

15




Section J: Synthesis/Transformation (5 x 2m = 10m)

For each of the guestions 66 fo 70, rewrite the given senfence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence
must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s).

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

The Discipline Master concluded the takk. He said that he hoped all pupils

would play a part to keep the school clean.

“Have you seen my book?” Mary asked her classmates.

Mary asked

Sushila was the champion of the National Speling Competition. She was
surprised.

Much to

The pupils studied for their final examination. They studied diligently.

It was with

Mr Pillay is a generous man. Thus he is given the Good Citizen Award.

because

of his

Marks
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Section ¥: Comprehension Open-ended (1C¢ x 2m = 20m)
Read the passage below carefully and answer questions 71 to 80.

Mighty K2 in Pakistan, the second highest mountain in the world, had over the years
cost many climbers their lives. In 1986 alone, 13 climbers had met thelr tragic end on the
siopes of K2. The unusual name of the mountain was coined by the British as it was the
second mountain surveyed among the many in the Karakoram Range.

American Scott Fischer had yet to conquer the treacherous mountain although he
had successfully climbed the big mountains of Asia and Alaska. In May 1991, Fischer mel
Ed Viesturs who had then just retumed from a successful climb of Mount Everest, the highest
rountain in the world. The two men were soon engaged in a long conversation about their
exploits. Fischer had almost reached the peak of Everest thrice, but had to turn back due to
bad weather or the need to rescue other climbers. The bitterness of those defeats fuelled
his desire to climb K2.

Arriving in Pakistan on g™ June 1992, Fischer and Viesturs began their expedition with
other climbers from different parts of the world. To support each other, Fischer and Viesturs
were linked by a rope attached to each of their hamess. While climbing, they noticed huge
glacier ice blocks looming in dangerous positions. Their routes had o be changed
accordingly because of them. As Fischer was preparing to make a fong, awkward step, an
ice bloci shifted under his foot. It threw him off-balance and he fell into a crevasse.

“Falling!” he screamed. Viesturs immediately secured his footing and buried his ice
axe into the side of the mountain. Viesturs heaved a sigh of relief. Fischer was wedged
between the walls of the crack. He felt a stab of excruciating pain in his right shoulders. His
arm had been dislocated.

“Scott! Scott! Are you alright?” Viesturs called out.

“l can't move. I'm injured! | need help!” Fischer replied.

Stiding to the edge of the crevasse, Viesturs grabbed Fischer's jacket and hamess,
and pulled him to safety. By then, Fischer's shoulder was horribly swollen. The two of them
tried to retumn to base camp. However, the pain became unbearable for Fischer. Thus
Viesturs went by himself to get help from other climbers. Among the six climbers, who
appeared after wo hours, was a doctor. Fischer smiled weakly as Viesturs helped him sit up.
After injecting Fischer with a painkilier, the doctor grabbed his right wrist and pulled. With a
toud crack, the arm popped back into its socket. Fischer was then advised not to continue
with the climb as it would be hazardous to his health.

For a month, Fischer stayed patiently in the camp at the foot of K2 to rest.

“Whatever it takes, Pve to make it!” Fischer told Viesturs as they resumed their
ascent. During the journey, they. were aimost hit by an avalanche and met with a fierce stom
on the mountain. Fighting against all odds, they reached the summit. By then, another
climber had caught up with them. The remarkable beauty of the landscape viewed from the
summit of K2 stunned the trio. They raised their ice tools in triumph and hugged one
another. The half an hour which they spent on top of K2 would be a time the three would
never forget.

Getting over their elation, they got ready to make their descent. “Hurryt We've to
retum fo the camp before dark,” urged Viesturs. Fischer nodded and said, “If there’s shelter
here, | won't mind spending the night here.” They all laughed as they set off. When they
arrived at the camp, Fischer grabbed Viesturs’s hand in a wanm handshake and said, "Ed, |
would not have made it without you. You are the best partner any mountaineer could wish

for? Viesturs patted Fischer’s right shoulder gently and smiled broadly.

18



ANSWER IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

1.

T2,

73.

74.

75.

How do you know that Scott Fischer was an expenenced mountaineer?

Why is the word ‘treacherous’ used to describe tha second highest mountain in
the world? :

Why was Fischer unable to reach the pealk of Mount Everest thrice?

“The bittemess of those defeats fuelled his desire to climb K2." (line 10, 1 1)
What does the underlined word tell you how he fell about the defeats?

What does “them” in line 16 refer to?

18



76. Explain clearly why Viesturs secured his footing and buried his ice axe into the
side of the mountain (line 18, 19).

77. Which sentence tells you that Fischer had falien into a narrow crevasse?

78.  “.. Tve to make it!” (line 33) What did Fischer mean when he said that?

79. Which phrase shows that Fischer and Viesturs overcame great difficulties
when they climbed the mountain a second time?

80. Explain clearly why the three men stayed for only half an hour at the summit of
K2.

Marks

End Of Paper

2
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41)Scampered 42)happily 43)}bore 44)to 45)substitute

46)charming 47)permanent  48)better 49)endeared  50)inciuding

51)covered 52})heat 53)as 54)Ymostly 55)other
56)live 57)help 58)chasing 59)directions 60)helps
61)camouflage &2)not 63 )according 64 )distracting 65)price

66)The Discipline Master concluded the talk by saying that he hoped all pupils
wotuld play a part to keep the school clean.

67)Mary asked her classmates if they had seen her book.



68)Much to her surprise, Sushila was the champion of the National Spelling
Competition.

69)It was with diligence that the pupils studied for ther final exammaﬁﬁn.
70)Mr Pillay is given the Good Citizen Award because of his generosity.

71 )He had successtuily dimbed the big mountains as Asia and Alaska.

72 }Many climbers fiad died climbing the mountain.

73)He was unable to reach the pari of Moun{ Everest because of bad weather
and need to rescue other climbers.

74)He feit angry about the defeats.

75)it refers to the huge glacier ice blocks looming in dangerous positions.
76 )Viesturs did that to avoid being pulied down by Fischer.

77)The sentence is “Fischer was wedged between the walis of the crack”.
78)Fischer meant that he had to reach the summit.

79)1’he phrase is “Fighting against all odds”.

80)They had to retuin to the camp before dark and there was no shelter on the
summit.
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Section A : Comprehension {Graphic Stimulus) {5 x1 mark]
Study the brochure below carefully and then answer questions 110 5.

Nara Shopping Mall is Opening Soon!
Come join us as we cpen doors fo shoppers on 1 May 2014, Saturdayl
Enjoy fantastic discounts and performances from 1 Kay to 30 Mayt

Catch the Stars! Shopping Deals

Ali shoppers get 2 10% discount on purchases
at ali stores in the mall on 1 Mayl

Gel a glimpse of your favourite local
celebrifies or take a photograph wilh
them:, Allow their songs to tzke your

Enjoy 20% discounis at the following merchants
when you present this brochure between 2 May

breath away! a"d_m .:_ﬁa FI‘ g
- Glamour Suits
Dedess: 3 May =3 by - Kellys Dresses
Time: 10am — Tlam - Tevaand Yous
Venue: Glamour Fountain ) Fw Nails
Disney Mestand-Greet

Delectable Deal at Stanson Caf@”

Bring your children down and watch exciting

- Weekday set lunch and dinner at only performances by popular Disney characters!
$9.90. (Nomal price: $15.90) Parents and children will ba invited o come on

stage to sing and dance with the characters!

- Free scoop of ice-crearn with purchase
of every kid's meal (weekdays only) Dates: 1 May - 30 May (weekends only)

e Time: 2pm - 3pm and 6pm - 7pm

“Valid till 20 May. Venue: Central Stage

Children Painting Workshop

Register at the information counter and enjoy the

free workshopl

Mum-can-Cook Competition on 8 May .
Registration forms can obtained from the information counter. All registration forms to be submitted

by 5 May at the information counler. For more informafion, call 53334333 or visit our website:
www.narashoppingmal.com. A $20 registration fee applies.

Spend and Winl

Spend a minimum of $180 on a singie receipt and you are allowed take part in our Nara Lucky Drawl
Cash prizes are given oul o the top 3 winners! Ten 32-inch television sets and 20 supermarket
shopping vouchers worth $100 each are also given out as consolafion prizes!

Prizes sponsored by: City Buildings Development, Top Electrics and Best Supemarket

Event organiser; Nara Shopping Mall




For each question from 1 o 5, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Malke your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, Z, 3 or 4} on the
Opfical Answer Sheet.

1. Janice went to Nara Shopping Mall on 2 May, Sunday, and spent a fotal of
$150. She can )

(1) get to participate inva ucky draw

{2} enjoy a 20% discount at the toy shop

{3} buy a set lunch at a special price at Stanson’s Café

(4) purchase all merchandise in the mall ata 10% discount

2. Mrs Tan and her 5 yearold daughter were at Nara Shopping Mall on the
opening day in the evening. They could .

(1) take photographs with local celebrities

(2) enjoy 30% discount at selected slores

(3) get a free scoop of ice-cream at Stanson’s Cafe
(4)-ceutd-get a chance to perform with Disney characters

3. Which of the foliowing statements is true?

(1) All prizes in the lucky draw are cash prizes.

(2) Ali offers featured in the brochure are valid only in May.

(3) There are two daify performances by Disney characters.

{4} Shoppers get a chance to sing with the local celebrities during their
performances.

4, is not a sponsor of the prizes for the lucky draw.

{1} Top Electrics

{(2) Best Supermarket

{3) Nara Shopping Mall

(4) City Buildings Development

5. All the activiies highfighted in the advertisement are free except

(1) Disney Meet-and-Greet

(2) Chitdren Painting Workshop

(3) Mum-can-Cook Competition

(4) Photo-taking with the celebrities



Section 8: Grammar (7x1 mark)

For each question from 6 l0'12, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Answer
Sheet

. You have not been listening to what | am saying, __you?

{1) has

(2) have
{(3) hasn't
(4) haven't

7. Neither Mr Tan nor the basketball players able to parlicipate
in the opening game last week due to the thundersiorm.

(1) is
(2) are
(3) was

(4) were

8. |1don't want {o go to the swimming compiex, do | want to
go o the cinema.

(1) or
{2) nor
(3) and
(4) yet



1G.

11.

12,

Max is usually bold. It is surprising to see him yield
unreasonable demands.

{t)to
{2Yon
{3) with
{4) from

Tommy's iove for his pet dog made him

Jenny's

acts.

{1} blind

(2} blinds
(3} blinded
(4} blinding

The haze, which affected many children, occurred

to s mischievous .

April and

August.

(1} from

{2} over

{3} through
{4) between

Uncle Ken had promised to take my brother and

to Universal

Studios next week.

(Ml

(2) me

(3} myself
{4} ourselves



Section C: Punctuation {3 xi mark}

For each queslion fromn 13 o 15, choose the comrect punciualion {o complete the passage.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Oplical Answer Sheet.

The LTA has been keeping an eye on the development of traffic condifions for about
two years now, but has not come out with rules aboul payment.

“Simple rules might include requiring that drivers have full-time jobs,” Mr Moh Hon
Meng commented (13} and not rely on carpooling payments as their main source of income.”

Also, rides must be "on the way” - meaning il car owners live in Hougang and work in
Shenton Way (14) they cannol drop someone off in Jurong.

Mr Moh added, "Even if we have allruistic drivers who are willing to give rides,
passengers would not want {o lake thermn, because they will feel bad. The passengers
actually want to pay their share{15)

Adapled fram hitpsiride. asfacna combewsbeneradsionroarpooing-fiae-could-ba-naw-rules

13. (1)[,}comma
(2)[.] full-stop
(3)[." ] full-stop and inverded commas
(M) [," ] comma and nverted commas

14, {1) [:]colon
(2) [,])comma
(3) [.]ulk-stop
(4) [1]exclamation mark

15. (1) [, |comma
(2) [. ]ull-stop
(3) " ] comma and inverled commas
(4) "] full-stop and inverled commas




Section D: Vocabulary {5x1 mark)

For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. lake your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4}. Shade the correct oval {1,2,Jor 4} on the
Oplical Answer Sheetl ,

16. | was saddened by the of my old neighbour who had finally succumbed to
her crippling iliness after a long battle.

(1) demise

(2} devastation
(3) catastrophe
{4} condolences

17. The tiger waited for the prey to let down its guard before it for the kill.

(1} broke in
{2) moved in
(3) closed up
(4) stepped up

18. Stealing is a crime and we should not such behaviour. Lawbreakers
should be punished.

{1} conduct
{2) condone
(3) conserve
{4) condemn

19. The buliet and hit him squarely on the forehead.

(1) fiitted

(2} hovered
{3} pirouetted
{4} rcocheted

20. He was so tired after running the 42km marathon that he _ the moment he
got home,

{1} hit the hay

(2} lost his head

(3) held his horses

(4) bent over backwards



Section E: Vocabulary Cloze {5x1 mark)
For each question from 21 fo 25, choose the word(s) closest In meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet.

Claire and Judy had savagely busy lives — kids, dogs, husbands and job. Topping that off

would be the onerous, lime-consuming dedicalion o looking ten years younger than their
aciual age. Thé'? Eere whizzing off around in minivans perpatually, dmppmg off thair sons at
rugby practice, picking up daughters from the denlist, @g_i{rfgz ]a-::mss lown to get to a meeting.
Muititasking was an ar form for them. They were El::\cu{;.gEHEd to the dead seconds stuck at

traffic lights to rub their calves with fake-tan wipes, they answered emails from their seats at
the cinerna and they baked red velvet cupcakes al midnight while simultaneousty being -
mocked by their cheeky leenage daughters. However, they would not be deterred by any
DhSE::!LS which might lake their focus away from their aim in life — mklng{:ﬁge there was no

moment wasted.

Adapled fram The Mystary of Mercy Clase by Madan Kepas|

21. (1) simple
{2} gruelling
{3) effortiess
{4) complicaled

22 (1) randomly
{2} constantly
(3) incidentally
(4) occasionally

23. (1) rambling
(2) dawdling
(3) scurrying
(4) lumbering



24, {{}isunted
{2} berated
{3) praised
(4) exalted

25, (1) urged
(2) rapped
{3) instigated
{4) restrained



Section F: Comprehension MCQ(5x1 mark)
Read (he passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

Back in college, my roommeale, Sofiz, and | invented a ntual we called “Eower
Wednesdays." Every week, we headed lo the campus fitness cenlre for a workout, and
then fo the library for four hours of hard sludying. We would siride back {o our room with 2
huge feeling of accomplishment However, that uplifing cocltall of wvirtuousness,
productivity and sore muscles — rewarding as it was — was not what kept us repealing
Power Wednesdays. Our real motivation was each other's company.

I've been immersed in the study of fiendship for the past several years and among
the many things | have leamed, one idea stands out: If you fruly went to change some
aspect of your life, developing friendships with people who aspire o the same goals as
you do — like | did with Sofia 15-plus years ago — can lead io more successful
endeavours than embarking on solitary efiorts.

Shorlly after we make a decision lo change our behaviour, we often sense a
softening of whal at first fell like ironciad conviction. We blame ourselves for our inabiiily
o be motivated and relurn to the poor habils we are trying to break to comfort us, hence
being unable to achieve our goals. What a disheartening cycle. However, research
shows that having friends with the same goal can interrupt that cycle.

Researcher James Fowler feels thal weight loss and gain may spread through fiiend
groups, most likely via a process of allered behaviours. For example, if you meet your
friends at an all-you-can-eat brunch every Sunday, bul then one friend starts to beg off
after starling a diet, you might suddenly question whether the practice for the weekly
indulgence is best for you. You may even think about the calories you have piled up over
the weels and how you could get rid of them. It is not that you will necessarily adopt your
friend’s new habits right away, but the seed will bé planted. If you want to continue fo feel
close to her, you might even starl changing your own routines (perhaps unconsciously) to
align them more with hers. .

Charles Duhigg has proven that fiends can help one reinforce individual willpower
in his or her weight loss programme. In The Power of Habit, he recommends replacing the
cues that ingger and the rewards that follow, bad behaviours with new, healthier ones.
The cue and reward of a real person knocking on your door for a joint jog and a
stimulating talk over coffee afierwards, is a particulary alluring replacement for whatéver
previously sucked you into sedentary felevision watching.

In a recent New York Times column, "How People Change”, David Brooks noted,
“There's a Wrove of research suggesting that it's best fo tackle negative behaviours by
redirecling attention toward different, positive ones.” Paul Brown, s psychologisi, agrees
that investing in fulfiling friendships with those who have the values and habils you
admire may kft you up to those friends’ level more easily.

The desire lo be with, be like and be liked by friends is primal. We are all buili to
seek out strong bonds with friiends on whom our very survival might have once been
dependent. While we do not necessarly need friends to help hunt or fight off predators
these days, most of us probably still fee! ke we cannét live without them.

Adapled froem = How Friendship Makeas Yoo More Svocessful™ by Cadin Floa

10

15

25

30
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For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of themn is the comect answer.
NMake your choke (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer

Sheetl.

24,

27.

28.

29,

30.

What was the main infention of the writer going to the fitness centre with Sofia
every Wednesday?

{1} She wanted to siudy.

(2) She wanted to keep fit

(3) She wanted to bond with Sofia.

{4) She wanted her life to be productive.

The word "blame” {line 13) means

(1) laud

{2} endorse
{3} chastise
{4) regurgitate

In fine 15, what is the “disheartening cycle™

(1) Giving oneself the excuse to fail thirough self-criticism.

(2) Having friends who constantly undermine one's goals.

(3} Lack of mativation which causes us to refum to poor habits.

(4)” Not having any conviction which will cause us to repeatedly fail.

has proven that friends can help us strengthen our
determination to lose weight.

{1} Paul Brown

(2} James Fowler
(3) David Brooks
(4} Charles Duhigg

Based on the passage, which one of the following staternents best describes
the purpose of friends?

{1) We need friends fo help us become better hunters.

(2) Friends can heip protect ourseives from physical harm.

(3} We need friends to prevent ourselves from forming unhealthy habits.

(4) Carefully selected friends will influence us fo adopt negative
behaviours.

11



BOOKLET B

MName: { ) Pa( )

Section G: Structural Cloze [10x1 mark)

There are 10 blankcs, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the st of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Wiile its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The
letters (1) and (O) have been cmitted to avoid confusion during marking.

EACHWORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

{A) about (E) for (Nto (N) under
(B) above (F}in {K} 1l {P) why
(C) by {G)of (L) through {Q) where
(D) even {H)en (M) up

Singapore is a peacsful city with & vibranl mix of races and cullures, Sometimes we
take (31) granted the hammony we experience in a mulli-racial and multi-cultural
city. We are (32) different races and religions, yet we live together peacefully in
our housing estates, leam and play together in our schools and the community, rely
(33) one anolher and are able to celebrate this occasion together. This happy
state of affairs did not come (34) by chance. It is the resull of sustained efforts
by Singaporeans to nurture a harmonious society.

Many of you here would not have experienced the racial riots of 1964, and would not
know that these racial riots led to the loss of lives and injured many people then. However,
Singaporeans living in that pedod were deeply shaken (35) those riots and
resolved from then on lo maintain racial hamony. That is (36) schools
commemorate Racial Harmony Day on 21st July every year.

Whatever the challenges and global developments that come our way, we must not allow
anything to come between our relationship with our friends, classmates, neighbours and
loved ones. We want to.continue fo build trust and establish strong fies across races so that
we will stand (37) for one another. We have to confinue to do so, even

(38) pressure.

Let us rejoice (39) our harmony, but let us never forget what being a
Singaporean means. it Is not just tolerating other groups but understanding and appreciating
our fellow cilizens and opening our hearts (40) them. It makes us a stronger
and more resiient nation in a glcbalised world.

Adopted frons “Speech by Mr Heng Swes Keat, Minister for Education, at The Racial Harmony Doy Celebrations at 9.00am o7
19 July 2013 at Foneer Secondary Sdwol” -
| 12




Section H: Editing for Speliing and Grammar {({climark]
Carrect each word in bold for spelfing and each underiined word for grammar. Write the
correct word i1 the relevant box.

Typhoon Haivan was an extremely powerful tropical cyclone that devastated Tacloban.
41}

Kyrie Boniface is only a few hours old and seven weeks early, one of the many

42)
berths before dawn in an under-equipped and over-crowded hospitat in the typhoon-
43)

raevasged city in the Philippines.

44)

The nurses, which were working on 24-hour shifts, wrapped him in plastic to keep

45)

him warm because they did not have an inquebater. They were worried that Kyrie might not

46)
survive. His exhausting mother, 21-year-old Emily, lay on a bare mattress on the floor of the

next room, watched over by her cousin. Nurse Jerbies Lames said Kyrie needed antibiofics

47} 48)

to help him fights off a possible infection picked up during the komplekayted 4:00am

delivery. He could breathe for himself, but needed oxygen from a fall green cylinder that

49)

stands nearby, one of only a few dozen the neo-natal ward had access to. Every bit of

50}

available space was used to acomodate the many patients streaming into the hospital. The

women and their children perched on bed frames that lined the corridor was a pitiful sight

Adapted from “Typhoon Haiyan: Nurses battla faligue in tide of Phiippine [yphoon birtlhis-Strails Times™
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Section I Comprehension Cloze {15 ¥ 1 mark}
Read the passage below carefully and fill in each of the blanks with a suitable word.

Ahuge part of the attraction of diving is the sense that you are visiting another world.

When diving, | like to consider myself a ghost in this other {(51) ; | float over

the bottom, 1 do not touch or interact with anything, [ just cbserve. Most injuries sustained

from animals while diving are the result of the animat (52} itself. f you

do not touch them or settle on the seabed where they might be hidden, your chances of

getting harmed are greatly (53)

The most dangerous animals are often beautiful and may not look dangeraus at all.

Unlike their larger counterparts, blue-ringed octopuses are {54}

enough to fit in the paim of your hand and look cute rather than deadly; cone shells look like

an unthreatening snail (55) their poison dait can actually kill.

Research what you are likely to see when diving in a new area. You will notice far more on

your dive and will also know (56} the troublemakers are.

Some animals may be aggressive (57) they feel threatened

or are defending their temitory. Most fish will first display a warning sign.-For example, the
“lionfish will spread s fins and beautiful as it may look, it is actually felling you o back

(58) . If something has decided that it does not want you near its

territory, you may find yourself being chased away. As a general rule, (59)
away horizontally. '

In an event when the diver is already confronted by an aggressive creature, maintain

eye (60} with the animal and attempt to move away. Bubbles from the

secondary regulator of your oxygen tank can be used as a form of (61}

if the animal starts to approach. Your buddy should join you and swim with you, shoulder

(62) shotlder, presenting the largest outline to the animal. MMove

away quickly and in a confrolied manner. Discard anything you may have coliected

(83) as a spear-fishing catch because it may be atiracting the

animal instead.

1s



If the animal gets very close despite persistent avoidance and is clearly aggressive
rather than curious it may be necessary to strike it. it would be best not to use your bare

{64) . A pole, fins, camera or dive knife would be befter if they are

available. Aim for the delicate areas such as the eyes or gill openings. Get & good distance

away from the animal hefore making an ascent to the (65)

Remember to remain observani.

Adaplad from "Asian Diver’ 2012
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Section J: Transformation / Synthesis { 5 x Z marks}

For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence{s} using the word(s) provided.
Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your senfence must be the same as
the meaning of the given senlence(s).

B6. Sili was careless. She forgot {o switch off the lights when she ieft the room.

As a result of

67. Mary will not ask for help. She prefers to keep her troubles to hevself.

Mary woukd rather

68. She refused to accept the offér. The company suffered a huge loss.

Due {0 her

69. John wilt be upset if you disagree with his point.

Unless

. 70. Nobody comes early to work except Saliy.

With the exception of

17



Section K: Comprehension Open-ended {10%2 marks)
Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80,

It was lunch on QOctober 11, 2011, when an alert first came through to the Hawke's Bay Rescue
Helicopter Trust.

"Help! My yacht has lost its motor, steering and electrics! Please send someone over” Jim, a
sailor, cried inlo he phone anxiously. Hewas in trouble about 93km out to sea and weather
condilions were worsening. There was noway he could gel back to share an his own.

Dean, a rescue pilot for seven years, Steven, a 81 John Advanced Paramedic trained in
winching and water rescue, and Jefi, a volunteer aircrafl engineer since 1999, respondad (o the
call of distress. Time was not on their side fhough; they only had an hour before darkness setin.
Together, the three of them prepared for the rescue.

Each had a clear role, each as vital as the other. Steven, the paramedic, put on a hamess so
fhat he could be lowered down to refrieve the sailor, Jeff was in charge of the winch, constanfly
feeding out the line or puffing it in depending on how the siluation below changed with each
passing second. Too fittle wire and Steven would not be able to manceuvre efiectively. Teo much,
and he would be dragged under the waler. Dean’s challenge was o keep the helicopter steady,
an exdremely chalfenging fob with no visual reference point. On top of that, he had o be close
enough to gel near the yacht but far enough away so they would not hil the mast. It was no easy
task in those conditions. One minute, the yacht's mast was nearly level with his line of vision, the
next, it would plunge melres below him as the waves passed.

The rescuers had a quick discussion. They would lower Steven inlo the waler and, still
connected to.the winch, he would swim over to Jim. Once they were away from the yacht and in
the sea, they could bath be winched back up to the helicopter. As swimming in these condilions
was so difficull, it was up to Jeff to manoeuvre the winch 1o sieer Sieven in the water.

Despite his nylon, foam and neoprene survival suil, the cald water gave Steven a startie.
Swimming towards the life raft in the rofling sea, he finally reached Jim, who was up against the
side of his yacht. That was where the distressed sailor told Steven that he could not swim. "The
only way out of here is for me to put this harness around you,” shouted Steven, indicating the gear
attached to his own hamess. "“Come with me and I'll take you away from this yacht and we'll be
out of here in a few minutes,” he yelled above the roar of the waves and wind. "Trust us. Let us
take care of it.”

Steven managed (o get the strap over Jim's head and under his anms. Then he needed him to
roll out of the yacht and Into the sea. Confused by fear, cold and fatigue, Jim suddenly fumed
back to the yacht, attempfing to throw his leg over the side rail. All he wanled to dowasloget -
back to the safety of the yacht. The hamess tangled in the tether rope between the yacht and the
raft, pulling him back. Increasingly franfic, he struggled, becoming more and more entangled in the
process. Steven could do nothing as the depressing scene unfolded before his very eyes.

Adapled from Readocs Digast 0172013
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Name: ] { ) P6 { )

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE N COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71.  Why did Jim have to make a call of distress o Hawke's Bay?

72. Explain clearly why the team gave themselves only an hour for the rescue mission.

73. With reference to paragraph 4, how were Jeff and Steven required to work together to
rescue Jim?

74.  Why was Dean’s job a challenging one as mentioned in line 167

75. Why was Steven startled in line 237

76, What does "it" in line 18 refer to?

19



T8,

a0.

Wit 061
Why did Steven have to strapthe hamess over Jim in line 363

What caused Jim lo suddenly turn back io the yacht in the last paragraph?

Which word from paragraph 6 has the same meaningas“iurbulent™?

What does the 'depressing scene' In line 34 refer to?

End of paper

Set by
Vincent Chia
Serene Chan
Pek Xueyan
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EXAM PAPER 2014
SCHOOL : RAFFLES GIRL'S
SUBJECT : PRIMARY 6 ENGLISH

TERM : saA1

QL Q21 Q3| Q4 1Q510Q6] Q7 | 08]Q9 [Q10]Qil]0i2] Qi3] Q14| Qi5[ 016|017
4

Q180Q19[Q20 | Q21 | Q22] Q23| Q24 [ Q25[Q26 [ Q27 | G281Q29[030 | Q31 | 03233 | 034
2 4 1 2 2 3 1 4

03536 [ Q37 1 938139 [ 940

C P M N F J

41)was 42)births 43)ravaged 44 ywho
45)incubator 46)exhausted 47)aght 48)complicated
49)stood 50)accommodate 51)worid 52)protecting
53)reduced/decreased 54 )smalt 55)but 56)who
57)when 58)off | 59)_swim 60)contact 61)distraction

62)to 63)such 64)hands 65)top/surface

66)As a result of her carelessness, Siti forgot to switch off the lights when she
feft the room.

67)Mary would rather keep her troubles to herself than ask for help.

Pagelto 2 page 1




68)Due to her refusal to accept the offer, the company suffered a huge loss.
69)Unless you disagree with John's point, he will not be upset.
70)With the exception of Sally, nobody comes early to work.

71)Jim’s yacht had lost its motor, steering and electric's and weather
conditions were worsening so he could not get back to shore on his own.

72)It was getting dark soon and they could not see what they are mission
doing.

73)Jeif was in charge of the winch attached to Steven who would be lowered
down to retrieve Jim. :

74)He had to keep the helicopter steady, with no visual reference point. He
had to be clese enough to get near to the yacht but far enough away so that he
would not hit the mast.

75)The seawater was very cold and when Steven was lowered into the water,
he was startled even though he was wearing his nylon, foam and neoprene
survival suit.

76)It refers to the yacht’s mast.

77)Jim did not know how to swim and they needed to go away from the yacht.

78)He wanted to get back to the safety of yacht as he was confused by fear,
cold and fatigue.

79)The word is “roiling.”

80)It refers to the situation of Jim being entangled in the tether rope between
the yacht and the raft as struggled to get back to the yacht.

Page 2
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Study the following text and answer questions 1to 5. {5 marks}

Your Essential Guide P
Singapore Airshow 2014 A
Public Days 15 & 16 May \

www singaporeairshow.com

A0V EIUTTLE BOARGING FOtT
EUIRRLIG DAYSE

N
CHAKG) B wiegas P1R6 VISTH

SR

F1 Singapore Expo Halt 7
4 Boarding point for Airshow

R = o

AIRSHOW SHUTTLE SCHEOULE Expo Hall 7 - Airshow Ajdrshow - Expo Hall 7 .
First Bus —7.30 am First Bus —1.30 pm :
Take our free Alrshow Shultle t ast Bus ~3.00 pm Last Bus - 6.00 pm

;mc:se! g&w :{;2{ at g(; Visitors fo the airshow are strongly advised to take e public transport

MRT station and follow the and transfer o the Airshow Shutfle. For those driving, parking spaces.
signage to Hall 7. The Airshow |} canbe found at.

Shutte is compfimentary for Changi Cily Point. ITE East Singapore Expo  Changi Bizhub
public visitors with valid tickets.

e G GEEINGIEREA T
There is a designated drop-ofé/pick
bay at the Changi Exhibiion Cenfre. A
surcharge of $10 will be applicable if you are
falking a taxi from the show site.

ela-B Ittt

>

§==ﬂ==2=£'—'=:=——="-—= mEzsSoTEISIEIEESSSS - B
| OFFICIALOPENING HOURS g FLVING:DISELAYTIMINGS & TICKEY PRICES \
- 9.30am — 5.00pm et = Ooha ;
i : : ui  Adult £
Access o owic Akt | From g o 158 16May Togan- figsm || Adult -$22perenley
B Display Area - 8.30am L00pr—3.30pm " Child - $9 per entry
Access lo 2l aes rrom w {312 years oid)
----------------- i Group pacige - $144
{4 entry fickets + 1 carpark label)
Offical Broadeast Partner:  Official Newspaper. Supported by T

5



For each guestion, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer,
iake vour choice {1,2,30or 4 ). Shade the correct oval (1,2,30r 4 } on the
Optical Answer Sheet (5 marks)

1. The main purpose of this flyer is {¢

(1)  encourage visitors {0 take the public transport

(2)  discourage the visitors from driving {o the venue
(3}  inform visilors on how they can get fo the venue
(4)  publicise the dates and tirning of the flying display

2. The Singapore Airshow 2014 is held at

(1Y ITE East

(2y  Changi Bizhub

(3) the Singapore Expo Hall

{4)  the Changi Exhibition Centre

3. Visitors to the airshow are sirongly advised to

(1y  drive to the venue

(2) take the shutile to the venue

(3)  park at the designated carparks

(4) travel on public transport to the venue

4. According to the flyer, the Singapore Airshow 2014 is publicised through

(1)  the newspapers only

(2) the intermnet and tetevision

{3) the television and newspapers

(4y the intemet, elevision and newspapers

5. Which one of the following statements is correct?

(1)  The airshow starts at 7.30 am and ends at' 4.30 pm.

(2)  The airshow shuttle service provided to the venue is free.

{3) Visitors are able fo view the static disptay throughout the day.

(4) A ten-dollar surcharge is applicable to visitors parking at the venue.



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. WMake your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correctoval (1, Z, 3
or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

6. Everyone here except Kelly German every day.

(1) speak

(2) speaks

{3) has spoken

(4) were speaking

T the late submission of the enftry form, the team was
disqualified from participating in the competition.

(1) Since

(2) Despite

(3) Owing to

(4) Regardless of

8. Not only line dancing, but.he also performed at functions.

(1) did he teach

(2) is he teaching
(3) does he teach
(4) was he teaching

a, The contractor did not require more labourers as of the work
had already been done.

(1) few
(2) little
(3) many
(4) much



10.

11.

12.

“Please inform me

| can plan my travel,” said Miss Lee.

(T to
{2} in
(3) of
{4) on

The crale of pears
from the truck.

(1) crash

(2) crashes

(3) crashed

{4) was crashing

“} am the monitor,

{(DHisit

(2) am
{3) isn'tit
(4) aren't |

the change in the train schedule so that

to the ground as it was being unloaded

?" asked Louis.




Eor each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete
the passage. Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4y on the Optical Answer

Sheet. (3 marks)

“Professor, please tell me about the beachcombers—your voluntary heipers.
Are more needed, and how do they set about being recruited {13}

With a friendly grin, the professor replied {14} “Of course more are needed.
in the first three months of this year, our heachcombers reported 20 000 dead birds,
a large number of which were the victims of oil pollution.  Oil spifls can happen
again {15} So yes, we want more helpers. Al young people who are interested in
this kind of work should get in touch with their school's Environment Club as soon

as they hear of an oil disaster.”

13. (1) (" ycomma and inverted commas
(2) { 7 ) full stop and inverted commas
(3) ( 2" ) question mark and inverted commas
{4) (1 ) exctamation mark and inverted commas

14. {1 (, )comma
(2) { . }uilstop
(3) (7 }question mark
(4) ( 1 ) exclamation mark

15. (1 (, Ycomma
(2) { . )full stop
(3) ( ? ) question mark
{4) ( | ) exclamation mark




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer, Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4}. Shade the correct ovail
{1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheel. {5 marks)

16.  The journey to the town was the most uncomfortable as the six of us were
in the back of my uncle’s vehicle.

(1) squished
(2} smashed
{3} squashed
{(4) suppressed

17.  The pillar supporting the roof of the stadium my view of the
game as it was being played.

(1) barred
(2} curbed
(3) prevented
(4} obstructed

18. Inthe between the two vehicles, several passengers were
injured.

(1) clash
{(2) crunch
(3) contact
(4) collision



19.

20.

1t was a

when | had to choose between saving either my

rabbits or my goldfish during the fire,” explained MrRaju.

(1) crisis

(2) plight
(3) tragedy
(4) dilemma

The atmosphere was

stand in court yesterday.

(1) tense

(2) strained
(3) alarming
(4) menacing

when the murderer took to the



Cor each question from 21 to 25, choose the word{s) closest in meaning to the
underiined words. Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer
Sheet (Fmarks)

When reading, many students have difficulty idenfifying main ideas in pon-fiction
{21)

texis. Thisis because in order to understand and express the main ideaof a

passage, the reader must not only comprehend the text but also make

connections within the content. To further complicate the process, the reader may.

(22)
also have fo recognise and disregard non-essential information. So while this skill
(23)
may come simply and naturally to good readers, it is actually a two- or three-step

(24)
process and struggling readers may trip up on any one of those steps.
(25)

21.  (1)selecting
(2) classifying
(3} recognising
(4} acknowledging

22, (1)finks
(2} joints
(3} bedges
(4) networks

23. {tjuseless
(2) imelevant
(3)dispensable
(4) unimportant

24.  (1}typically
(2) normally

(3} frequently
(4) effortlessiy

25,  (f)action
(2) course
{3) operation
(4) echnique




Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

Nelson felt a litlle nervous as he entered the school gates. He was returning
to his oid school after twenty years and it was a very strange feefing. He
paused for a moment to examine fhe old building. He could see his old
classroom on the first floor. It had a broken window. That piece of fixture
brought back memories of the times he and his friends were punished and he
felt a strange comfortable warmth spread through his body.

Brushing aside those feelings, he pushed open the door at the main entrance
and went in. It was exactly as he remembered it. The principal's office was
on the left; the main staffroom was on the right. While he was standing there,
the door of the staffroom opened and fwo teachers came out. He caught a
glimpse of the room inside. He spotted modern gadgets like a television
monitor and air-conditioners on one wall. There were teachers standing
beside a coffe machine, talking and having their break. Others were reading
correcting homework or working on the computers at their work stations.
‘That piece of technology was something they never had then,” he smiled to
himself. Then the door closed again.

Nelson decided fo have a quick look round the school before calling on the
principal. He passed classroom afler classroom. When he came to his old
classroom on the first floor, he paused for a moment. There was a lot of noise
inside. “There was always a lot of noise!” he said to himself. Next he went to
the laboratories—physics, chemistry and biology. These were new. He could
see the boys inside, busy with experiments. Finally he arrived at the library,
where a few of the older boys were working quietly. It all seemed so peaceful,
just as it had always been in that comer of the school.

Suddenly a bell rang and within seconds, the cormidor was full of noisy boys,
all shouting and laughing. -. They were like a great flood, almost carrying
Nelson along with them. Recess was still the much anticipated event in a
school day after all. He was glad when he finally reached the door of the
principal’s office. He knocked on the door and waited. “Come in!" a voice
called out. The principal stood up fo greet him as he went in. He was an old
man now and Nelson hardly recognised him.

‘Good afternoon, Nelson,” the principal said. “So you're an inspector now!
Well, quite a few boys come back o visit their old schoal, but no one has ever
come back to inspect it beforel”

Adapled from a text by Donn Byme
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For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
{5 marks}

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

In the first paragraph, why did Nelson feel nervous?

{1) Nelson did not know what to expect.

{2) Neison had unpleasaat memories of school.

{3) Nelson had been away from school for a long time.

{4) Nelson saw that his classroom still had a broken window.

Nelson was filled with once he saw the broken windows of the
classroom he used o occupy.

(1) dread

{2) nostalgia

(3} resignation

(4) disappointment

“That piece of technology” in line 13 refers'to the

(1) coffee machine

(2) air~conditioners

(3} television monitor
{4} personal computers

Why did Nelson have a quick look around the school before meeting the
principal?

(1) He was going to make a list of areas for improvement.

(2) He wanted to get a general impression of the school first.

(3) He had arrived early and the principal was not expecting him that day.

(4) He could make a comparison between his school experience and the
present.

Which one of the following statements is not true?
(1) Fomer students of the school have been returning for a visit. .
(2) The principal was the same cone Nelson had when he was a student.

(3) Nelson returned fo his old school in order to make an assessment of it.
{4) Nelson saw a difference between how students behaved then and now.

End of Booklet A
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 48, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The letters (| } and (O) have been omitted fo avoid confusion. (10 marks)

EACHWORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE

{A) like (D) with ({G) for (K} off {N} of
{B) from {E) instead { H ) when { L)} which (P)Y who
{C} over ( F) although (J) whereas (M) however {Q) more

The common domestic pets are dogs. cats and birds. Some people keep domestic

pets just out of interest (31) some others keep them for their usefulness.

Dogs are kept o guard properties and these constant companions of the human

beings {32) time immemodal have been the most faithful animals. We

have seen how in times of danger, dogs have sacrificed their lives (33)

performing their duties.

There are thirty (34) species of dogs. The monks in Switzerland

train St Bernard’s dogs for rescuing those (35) are lost in the snow fields

and glaciers of the Alps. The police train dogs for tracking criminals and to pull them out

(36) hiding places.

Some people keep birds (37) parrots and mynahs as pets. The

parrots and mynahs can be trained fo talk. Some tamed parrots also perform tricks

(38) proper training. Parots are extremely intelligent (39)

they can be noisy.

Keeping cats as pets is 2 common practice in most households. Cats are primarily

kept by some people (40) catching rats and mice. Despite the fact that

they are oniy animals, cats also serve as emotional support during ditficult times. People

in mourning report talking to their cats fo work out their feelings.




Correct each word in boid for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. White the

correct word in the relevant box. (10 marks)

Althiough Paul lived only two kilometres away from the beach, he had never been

(@1) " 1

to the beach before he was ten. His grandmother used fo visit his family but warned her
grandchildren not to go fo the sea. So while his neighbours and classmates trooped

N

happily to the seaside, Paul waiched with ennvi from the window of his apartment. Out of

(43) l

respect, Paul's parents did not want to arguing with their sickly headstrong mother. She
refused to listen to them. Paul's father tried to compensate for the missed picnics at the

(44) \

beach by buying books for him to read. However, there was still this nagging feel that
Pauf was missing out on something. The call of the sea was very sirong.

(45) j

Two weeks before Paul's tenth birthday, his grandmother had died. Knowing that
Paul was eager to go to the beach with his friend, his parents did not object when he
requested one moming. Huriedly, he cycled to fthe beach with Tim. He was full of

(46) L

antisipayshen. {4?)_L

When Paul finally reached the beach, he sprinted enthusiastic to the sea. With

(48)

his slippers in his hands, Paul paddled the waves that aprroached piayfully. For him, it

(49)

was a magical moment. The sea gulls were shrilly screaming on his head while waves

(50)

were pounding waves on the rocks. It was a new expirense forhim. For the very first time,
he could feel the sensation of salt water on his feet.

Adapted from The Seaside:1994



Fill in each biank with a suitable word. {15 marks)

Fire! Firel The frantic cries of Mark, my brother, woke me at 5.30 a.m.

{51} my eyes and jumping out of bed, | ran out of thercom. I saw the

(52) in which the air-conditioning unit and lamp were plugged had caught
fire. “Joy, wake upl” | shouted to my ten-year-old sisier. Qur room (53) on
fire!” Fear was written all (54) ner face when she raniowards me. Dashing
to the bathroom, [ grabbed a fowel, wet it and threw it towards the electrical socket in a
futile atiempt to (565) the flames. in desperation, | shouted to Joy, “Get
water!” By thena nearby (56) was ablaze.

Immediately 'Joy rushed to the bathroom and came back with a small pail of water.
F(57) the waler on the burning chair, However, the flames

{58) to spread. As calmly as | could, | told NMark and Joy to get out of the
house and shouted for help. “Janet, come outfl You might get burned?” Joy shouted
hysierically as Mark hurried her downstairs.

“t will be fine, Joy,” | yelled back. Soon, the curtains were ablaze and the fire was
fast spreading through the room. in an (59) to control the spread of the
fire, I threw a wet blanket over the chair and carpet. Then | rushed downstairs to

(60) the main electrical switch was. Without hesitafion, | shut it off, hoping
that the fire would not reach the electrical wires and spread to the rest of the house.

Meanwhile Mark and Joy were outside shouting for help. Remembering that | had
not taken my valuables, | ran back upstairs | was unable to get into the bedroom as my
path was blocked by the fire and (61) smoke. | began fo choke. Realising
the futility of my effort, 1 rushed outside in a desperate attempt to save

(62) from the fire.

Neighbours from the nearby houses had started to do what they could to assist
They carried pails of water up the stairs, hoping to contain the fire which had already

cowd
(63) beyond the bedroom. The neighbours wedld do nothing as the fire
had gone out of (64) . Someone had called the fire brigade which armived

within fifteen minutes. 1 sfumped on the pavement and watched as the fire destroyed

(65) that my parents had worked for over the past two decades. Sobbing
desperately, 1 prayed that that the fire could be put out scon.

Adapled froni Readers” Digest 2005 issug




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewnle the given senfence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one senlence. The meaning must be the same as the
meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66. Max's stomach was aching badly but he refused to see the doctor.

aithough

67. Devi prefers swimming to playing computer games.

would rather =

68. You will not receive your certificate if you do not attend the ceremony.

Unless

69. Mrs Smith asked who the boy was.

Mrs Smmith asked, *

?ﬂ

70. The coach was delighted to see her students training hard for the competition.

The sight




Read the passage below and answer questions 71 o 80. _ {20 marks)

On March 15, 1986, two loud bangs were heard al Serangoon Road before
the six-storey Hote!l New World which housed several commercial offices
swayed to the left and collapsed. The collapse which lasted tess than a minute,
did not leave a single column standing and reduced the entire building to rubble.

Immediately after the coliapse, some survivors were saved as many quick 5
thinking passers-by started pulling them out from the rubble. in no time at all,
rescuers from various organisations such as the Mass Rapid Transit
Corporation (MRTC}, the Singapore Civil Defence Force, the Fire Service, and
the Singapore Police Force amived at the scene. The professional rescuers
worked ceaselessly to clear away the rubble and exiricate trapped victims. 10
Cranes were used fo remove the heavy beams only {o have them crumble back
into the pile. As there were survivors buried in the rubble, the rescue was a
delicate operation. The whole rescue operation called for muscie and stamina.
Construction workers were deployed fto help out in the operation. They proved
very useful as they were used to handling bricks, cement and concrete. They 15
sped up the operation by efficiently cutling the siabs into smaller portions before
lifting these one by one for disposal: In the process of clearing away the rubble,
more victims were discovered and rescued.

In the later part of the second day, with the assistance from the MRTC
tunnelling experts, life detector devices to pick up faint moans and cries were 20
used to pin-point spots where the viclims were trapped. Debris was carefully
removed as power saws and drills cut through the rubble. A shop selling pianos
was used as a command centre for the rescue operation, while helicoplters were
stationed in a nearby park to fly the injured to hospitals. Authorities also sef up
another centre for relatives of the trapped victims at a coffee shop. A once 25
peaceful neighbourhood was tumed-into an extensive rescue operation. The
rescuers worked tirelessly. To maintain order, the police were engaged to turn
away many volunieers who came forward to assist. By the third day, the total
number rescued was eleven.

Madam Chua, the last survivor emerged from the tunnel after eighty-three 30
hours. She was trapped in_the bank counter, pinned under timber, concrete and
rubble. One of the rescuers felt as if a load had been lifted off him and his
companions. The goal of the rescue mission was accomplished. The crowd af
the tunnel mouth was cleared. Soon, fremendous cheering and clapping was
heard. Everyone felt an incredible lightness of spirit. The atmosphere of 35
celebration was in the air. Madam Chua's rescue marked the end of the five-day
rescue operation. Aitogether, seventeen people were rescued, but thity-three
lost their lives. The disaster site was sealed off. The govemnment ordered an
official inquiry into the collapse of the hotel. The disaster was the worst civil

disaster in Singapore since 1978.
Adapled from Hotet New World Collapse by Joan Hon 490




ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71i.

72.

73.

74.

75,

76.

From paragraph 1, quote the word thaf has the same meaning as ‘moved from
side to side’™?

Why were the people in the building unable to escape before the disaster struck?

Who were the rescuers thaf first saved the victims at the disaster site?

Which two-word phrase in paragraph 2 tells us that the rescue operation was
cartied out continuously?

According to paragraph 2, desctibe a challenge faced by the rescuers.

Explain the importance of ‘stamina’ for this rescue operation in
paragraph 2.




7.

78.

79.

80.

In line 17, what does ‘these' refer to?

What were the tools used in the rescue operations?

Which sentence in the passage suggests the disaster had affected the residents

fiving in Serangoon Road?

Where was Madam Chua when the hotel collapsed? Support your answer with

an evidence from the passage.

End of Booklet B
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QL Q2| B[] Q[ Q71Q8[qQ[Qio[Qi1[Qi2]Q13]|Q1i4 [ Qi5] 016 ]| Q17
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Q18 ]Q19] Q20| Q21[Q22]023[ Q24| Q25]Q26 [ Q27 ] 028 1029 | Q30 [ Q31 | Q32 [ 033 | Q34

C

Q35 [ Q36 | Q37 | Q38 | Q39 | Q40
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41jand 42)envy 43)argue 44)feeling 45)died
46)antisipayshen 47)enthusiastically 48)approached 49)above
50)experience 51)0Opening 52)place 53)is 54)over
55)douse 56)chair‘ 57)poured 58)continued 59)attempt
60)where 61)b!ack 62)myself 63)spread 64)control
65)everything

66)Max refused to see the doctor although his stomach was aching badly.




67 }Devi would rather swim than play computier games.

68)Unless you attend the ceremony, you will receive your certificate.
69)Mrs Smith asked, “who is the bovy.”

70)The sight of her students training hard for the competition delighted her.
71)The word is “swayed".

72)They did not enough time to escape as the collapse lasted less than a
minute.

73)The rescuers that first saved the victims at the disaster-site are the quick
thinking passer-by.

_ 74)The phraseis ™ worked ceaselessly”.

75)Rescuers had to race against time to save the victims from the rubble.
Rescuers had to cut the slabs into smaller portions with out endangering the
lives of trapped victim.

76)The rescuers needed to rescue the victim without much rest.

77)The word refers to the smaller portion of the siabs.

78)The tools used (power) saw, drills and life detector.

79)The sentence is "A once peaceful neighbourhood was turned into an
extensive rescue operation’.

80)She was found trapped.in the bank counter under the rubble.
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Part 1: Situational Writing (15 marks)

(1) Study the pictures below carefully.

L : N, 2 Let's wait for
O 3 an easy
““1 % ; e

5.00p.m. | Block 64, Marine
Crescant
Ohno! N
- e Help! It's L4
peasly |[a so scary!
Nt & !
N _: 1 i o 3
| & |~




Your Task
Imagine that you are the boy in the piclure.

Write a letter to be placed on the noticeboard of your block, aterting
residents to a robbery in the neigbourhood after you had witnessed the
tncident.

You shoutd refer {o the pictures on page 2.

In your tetter, include the following information:
+ date and {ime of robbery
» where the robbery took place
= who were involved in the robbery
« what the robbers did

e how you feel about the robbery

You may reorder the points. You should write in complete sentences.




PRIMARY 6 MID-YEAR EXANMINATION 2014

Name : ( y Date: 12 May 2014
Class : Primary 6 ( } Time: 10.30 &.m, — 12.20 p.m.

Duration: 1 hour 50 minutes

Parent's signature : Marks: {85

PAPER 2
(BOOKLET A)
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Wiite your name, class and register number.
Do not turn over this page until-you are told fo do so.
Foliow all instructions carefully.

Answer all questions.

;o

Shade your answers in the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS) provided.




Section A: Graphic Stimulus
Study the following advertisement and then answer questions 1 10 5.

amilies Which Play Together Stay Together

e to face with your favourite
Disney Characters!

2
QF
=
® B
D

fMeet & Greet Sessions with your favourite Fairy Tale Characters:
10 Aprit 2014: Session Discontinued
11 April 2014: Meet the 3 Litlle Pigs
12 April 2014: Meet the Princesses, Snow White and Belle
13 April 2014: Meet and Greet Session with all characters
o Sessions will be onfrom 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Note: A minimum spending of $50 is necessary for the complimentary
Meet & Greet Session. Otherwise a token sum of $5 is chargeable per
child above 6 years old. Sy

Bring your children to meet your favourite Disney characters.
More information on our month long event can be found online at
www.changi airport.com.sg or you could call us at 64545366.

ot | i 4 S AR § RS § AW # P e | e = e s e & Aia § AL 3 WD L D bt e p

Special Promotion Limited Time.

o ' D)

OCBC & POSB Credit Card Holders: Hurry! Organised by
Terms & Conditions:-
o Spend $20 for the complimentary Meet & Greet Session. @
» Additional free gift for the first 88 card members perday. | CHAMN St
(No minimum spending required.) syportgroup

o Choice of-a complimentary umbrella or cap with
a minimum of $50 spent at pardicipating outlets.




For each guestion from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the
comect answer. Make your-choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comect oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

1. The main purpose of this advertisement s {o

(1) encourage family bonding

{2) promote the appreciation of fairy tales

(3) give support to families who play and stay together

(4) ensure that families get to meet their favouriie Disney characters

2. Mrs Lee’s children ehjoy every single fairy tale. She should take them to
the Meet and Gieet session on

(1) 10 April 2014
(2) 11 April 2014
(3) 12 Aprit 2014
(4y 13 Aprii 2014

3. The phrase ‘Limited Time. Humy! means that the promotion will

(1) only last for four days

(2) Iast for a specific duration

{3) not be available after 14 April 2014

(4) not be available once the free gifts have been given ouf

4., What is the most likely reason for the organiser to provide additional gifts
to POSB and OCBC credit card members?

(1} To reward shoppers who purchase selected items.

(2) To encourage shoppers fo redeem complimentary gifis.

(3) To reward all holders of credit cards who spend at the airport.

{4) To encourage shoppers to charge their purchases to specific cards.

5. Which of the following statements is true?

(1) More information is obtainable via email. -

(2) Disney Channel is assisting the organiser for this event.

(3) A shopper who spénds $50 will get a free umbrella and cap.

(4) Mrs Lee is the 80" cash-paying customer and will receive a free gift.



Section B: Grammar

For each question from 6 to 12, four oplions are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,

3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. {7 marks)
6. you think the new pupil is too violent, | must assure you,
he is not.
(1) So
(2) Lest
(3) Uniless

{4) VWhenever

7. Having shortlisted the large number of participants and
through their particulars, the manager was finally able to begin the
interview.

(1) go

(2} went
(3) goes
(4) gone

8. “Could you allow o go on a cruise with 7
Jill pleaded with her mother.

(1) her, |
(2) she,l
{3) her, me
(4) she, me

9. All of the old furﬁﬁure from the other schools to the
- recycling centre.

(1) has moved

(2) have moved

(3) has been moved
(4) have beenmoved



10. 1 was annoyed by Mary {o teli everybody in our group
what to do for the project.

(1} want
(2} wants
(3) wanted
{4y wanting

11. The police have taken it . themselves to prevent an
escalation of crime in Singapore.

(1) in
(2)y for
(3) into
{4) upon

12. “A third of the students in this university from Malaysia and
Indonesia,” said the principal.

(1) is

(2) are
(3) was
(4} were



Section C: Punctuation

For each guestion from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation to complete
the passage. Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Optical Answer
Sheel. {3 marks)

Education is not merely about training a person o perfect his or her
thought processes. It is not simply about acquiring knowledge, gathering and
correlating facts {13} it is to see the significance of fife as a whaole. However,
what is the significance of life (14} Many scholars have debated this perennial
question and one of them seems to have an answer. According to Joseph
Campbell {15} Life is without meaning. You bring significance to it.” This might
be easier said than done thus educators have to help their young charges find

meaning in their lives.

Adapted from Education & the Significance of Life by 4 Kdshnamur

13. (1) [.,1 comma
2y [.]1 fullstop
(3) [:1 colon

4) [-1 hyphen

4. (1) [,] comma
(20 [!] exclamation mark
3) .1 fulistop

4 {?1 question mark

15. (1) [:"] colon and inverted commas
(2) [-“] dash and inverted commas
(3) [.“] comma and inverted commas

{4) [;"“}semicolon and inverted commas

5




Section D Yocabulary

For each guestion from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. {5 marks}

16.

17.

18.

18.

20.

The warm and host greeted his guests in a pieasant
manner.

(1) genial
(2} affluent
(3) peculiar
(4) fastidious

There were many tears shed when the doctor delivered the tervible
about the incurable disease which afflicted Ali.

(1) proposal
(2) prediction
(3) prognosis
(4) predicament

I may be extremely busy but | am sure | can 1o watch
your rehearsal.

(1) jump the gun

(2) take time out

(3) throw in the towel
(4) give the game away

The critics were stumped as they were unsure about how to respond to
the mediocre and performance by the superstar.

(1) sterling

(2) lacklustre
(3) unpalatable
(4) magnanimous

The foreign individuals who took part in the riots earfier this year have
been found guilty and will be o their home country
tomerrow.

(1) banished
(2) deployed
(3) repatriated
(4) transported



Section E: Vocabulary Cloze

For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closestin meaning o the
underfined word(s). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4y on the Cptical
Answer Sheet. {5 marks)

Jane was terribly upset at what she had done. She had hurt her
friend and needed fo do something fo remedy the situation. Thinking about
{21}

what had happened; Jane scolded herself as she was unable fo curb her
{22}

terdble temper. She wished someone around her had stopped her .as she
might have thwarted her actions. Alas, it was too late for regrets now and she
(23)

would have to face the consequences of her actions. This might even result in

her postponing her birthday party as she could not imagine celebrating her
(24)

milestone birthday without her best friend. Jane thought hard and hoped that

she could act in a way which would alleviate the problem. Only then would her
(25}

life have a semblance of nomalcy once again.

21. (1) verify
(2) rectify
(3} clarify
4) simplify

22. (1) stop
(2) control
(3) prevent
(4) circumvent




23. (1)

24,

25.

(2)
3)
(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)
)

(1)
(2)
(3}
(4)

foiled

waylaid
ambushed
apprehended -

delaying:
stopping
impeding
preventing

ease
allay
placate
accenfuate



Section F: Comprehension
Read the passage below and answer guestions 26 {o 30.

Raised voices, running feet and violent thudding on his locked cabin
door jerked Captain Sasangko from his sleep. His clock showed 4 a.m. With a
shiver, he realised that someone was frying to force open his cabin door and
something was amiss. The cabin door scon gave way and three men burst
in. Masked and clad in black, each clutched a long parang, ready to strike.
One man slammed the hilt of his blade into the captain’s face, knocking him fo
the floor. As the blood flowed, the captain felt the intruders binding his hands
and feet.

“Tell your crew to come to the bridge!” the leader snapped. “If not we'il
kill you all.”

On that day, the capiain and crew were on a routine seven-day voyage
from Singapore to Myanmar. The oil tanker with its crew should have been
cruising serenely through the Straits of Malacca. Pirates roamed these waters
but the captain had sailed the route many times before and never
encounteraed trouble. Now the brutes were in his cabin and threatening his
crew. His tuck had run out.

Not far away, below the deck of the ship, Hamid, one of the sailors,
woke up. He called the control room but nobody answered. Had the pirates
seized it? Without wasting a second, Hamid edged info the corridor to
investigate. As he mounted the stairs to the upper deck, he heard the
captain’s vaice on the loudspeaker, pleading with the crew to go to the bridge.
Hamid was fearful but he went from cabin to cabin, rousing the men before
taking them to the control room. He teold the sailors to give the pirates
whatever they wanted. Then, as the first crossed the gangway and stepped
onto the bridge, a masked man grabbed him and thrust a parang to his throat.
Panicking, some men fled while others were apprehended.

Hamid froze. The pirate was big and powerful with eyes which were flat
and merciless. The sailors were as good as dead, Hamid thought before he
ran for his life. Leaping down from deck to deck, he darted into the bowels of
the tanker, searching for shipmates. Several times, he glimpsed pirates and
was abie to elude them in the maze of comidors he knew so well. However, he
could not find a single crewman. Bewildered, Hamid hid under a bed in a
deserted cabin.

Hamid was terified. Fortunately, the pirates did not spot him. He
thought they might get him, but they would not get his watch, which he had
bought on his first day with the company, as a memento eight years earlier.
However, Hamid was not willing to give up and so he weighed his options. He
could jump overboard but he would not survive. Then he recalied seeing a
white rope tied to the rail. If it secured the pirates’ boat, he could escape.
Hamid was right and jumping into the small boat, he tumed the key into the

lgnmon and the engine roared to life. Adapted from: Reader's Digest January 2010
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For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the-
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,
3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

26. How did the captain know that ‘something was amiss'{line 4)7

(1) He heard a knock on the cabin door.

(2) He heard crew members shouting and running.

(3) He heard a scream and the sound of people running.

(4) He heard many unusual sounds in the middle of the night.

27. What does this sentence “His luck had run out.”(line 16) mean?

(1) He was no longer fucky enough to gamble his life away.

(2} He had been threatened by the brutes on board the ship.

(3) He had been capiured and would be killed by the pirates.

(4) He had never encountered brutes on his voyage until this trip.

28. Why was Hamid unable fo find a single crewman?

(1) The men had been killed by the pirates.

(2) All of the men were hiding in their cabins.

(3) All of the men were hunting for Hamid as he looked for them.

(4} Some had been captured while others were hiding within the ship.

29, The word ‘memento’(line 36) refers fo Hamid's

(1) watch

(2) company

(3) first day with the company

(4) attempt to escape from the pirates

30. Which one of the following is the most suitable title for this story?
(1) Training to be a Good Saiior’
(2) ‘The Treacherous Life of a Sailor’

(3) “The Nondescript Life of a Captain’
{4} ‘The Satisfaction of Being 2 Good Captain’

10
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Section G: Grammar Cloze

There are 10 blanks numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list
of words given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its lefter
(A to Q) in the blank. The letters iy and (O) have been omitled t© avoid
confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A} and (D) for {Gymuch (K} that (N) to
(B) as (E)in (H) of (L} them (P} upon
(C) by (F) many {(Jy or (M) through  {Q) with

Most schools have strict rules regarding the use of mobile phones.

Students are allowed to have them but must abide (31}

rules concerning where and when they can use {32)

However, central to the issue is the idea (33) thaving a

mobile phone is a good thing. This is especially for parents who worry about

their children. In fact, (34) morbid scenarios might haunt

them and even run (35} their minds when they cannot

contact their chitdren.

The negative environment the children are exposed {o increases

{36) the point in which a parent might become a nervous

wieck. This is why the mobile phones are so wonderful, they allow (37)

instant communication with the child. This can take a few

forms and could be overvoice (38} text message. Mobile

phones can also furn an emergency into a relatively easily handled

(39} _ controlled event. They can also give instant peace
{40) _ mind. However, the onus is on the children fo use i
well.

11



Seection H: Editing for Spelling and Grammar
Correct each word in bold for spefling and each underlined word for grammar.
Write the correct word in the relevant box. {10 marks)

Upeycling is the process of converting old or discarded materials info

@ L

something useful. However, let us consider the intaent of upcycling. It gives

{42}

the item a new and often better uses. On the other hand, recycling takes

{43}

cornsiewmer materials and breaks them down so the base materials can be

(44} \

remade info a new prodtict of less quality. When you upcycle an item, you are

(45) ‘

not breaking down the materials. You may be rifashtioning it. In addition,

(46} ' ‘
the upcycled item is tepeecaly of a much better quality than the original item.

(47)

However, upcycling is not a new concept. in the past, when many families has

(48)
very Iittie; ackonomik or material resources, families reused and repurposed

{49)

items over and over again until they become no longer useful. Feed sacks

{50}
were made ino dresses while old doors were transforming into table tops.

Strangely, what was old has become new once more.

Adapted from hitp:/fipcycia.com

12



Section I: Comprehension Cloze
Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

in 2007, Gemma Sheridan and two friends set out on a voyage that

was fo take them from Liverpool, across the Allantic to the Panama Canal and

then onwards to Hawaii. The first stage of the {51} went
without incident. However, eafter passing (52) the
Panama Canal, things staried {0 take a tum for the
{53) ‘ There.was a storm ‘which washed her friends
{54} while damaging her boat in a ferrible manner.
{55} any electronic devices, Gemma drifted for

seventeen days until she was hit by another storm. This fime, she was

knocked (56} but she was washed ashore where she

came round. Needless to say, the rest is {57}

Looking around, Gemma had a terrible panic
{58) as she wondered how she was going to survive. it
was physically exhausting and it took a {59} on her

mentally as she could not communicate with anyone. However, her survival

instincts kicked (60) and she reacted by building a

shelter and hunting. for food. At times. she was down as she imagined

‘that she (61) riever be saved. Nevertheless, she

picked herself up and vowed to fight to the (62)

Although she ended up talking to (63) most of the time,

she reacted by building a huge (64) on the beach.

After a few exiremely lonely years, someone Saw the sign and she was

(35) . Although she was battered and bruised, her

spirit was indomitable. Source: http:fwww.news-hound.org

13




Section J: Synthesis / Transformation

For each of the questions 86 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the
word{s) provided. Your answer must be in ope sentence. The meaning of
your sentence must be the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s}).

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

{10 marks)

Rose found the test difficult. Rose decided to practise more.

Rose found the test so

“Who'’s your immediate supervisor?” the customer asked the salesgirl.

The customer asked the salesgirl

Anu has been losing her temper frequently. Johan has noticed this.

Anu’s frequent

Jack spotted the strange parcel. Jack reporied it to the police:.

No sooner had

Take the largest tent. You must remember the sleeping bags too.

Nof only must but

14



Section K: Comprehension Open-ended
Read the passage below carefully and answer guestions 771 to 80. (20 marks)

Bright vellow radiation suits are not standard.atfire for researchers nor
are handheld radiation monitors. However, these precautions are required for
the researchers exploring the rubble and ghost fowns left from the Cold War
blasts at fhe Nevada Test Site.

From 1951 to 1992, numerous nuclear devices were exploded at the
test site..Aboveground fesis were aliowed uniil 1963 and night explosions
were visible all the way to Las Vegas. The lalter cast an eerie glow across the
night sky and they were also very dangerous to . those around.

“The Nevada Test Site was one of the batilefields of the Cold War/”
said Troy, one of the researchers. He continued, “Just as arefacts from a
World War batilefield are worth preserving, so are the artefacts at the site.
They are invaluable as they provide information regarding how the country
attempted to battle the atomic threat.”

“¢s hard to describe the feelings when you see the blinding light from
the atmospheric tests. You feel the intense heat and brace yourself for the
shock wave. It is a paradoxical feeling — awesome and yet scary,” Troy
added.

The unnatural desert landscape was littered with mock towns, bridges,
bomb shelters, bank vaults, underground parking structures, emply animal
pens and railroads which were exposed fo atomic blasts. This was done to
determine who could survive a nuclear attack and conversely, what would not.

This project was undertaken by the government of the United States.
However, aithough one might expect to find extensive documentation of this
site, this is not the case. "The only way fo find what lies here i to look,” said
Colleen, another researcher. According to her, the actual site did not
represen what they found in the plans. Many things which existed on ilie
plans'were never built, “it's a matter of national security as the entire research
has been shrouded under a veil of secrecy,” Colleen explained.

Aboveground testing was confined to three areas — Frenchmen Flat,
Yucca Flai and Pahute where the researchers did most of their work. At
Yucca Flat, a tower that once stood at the place where a bomb had exploded
is now a gnarled, fwisted mass of huge beams and steel cables covered in
glass.

The parched iakebed of Frenchman Flat was exposed fo fourteen
explosions. There; a few tundred structures had-been found..One survivor
from the blast site was a battered but intact bank vauit — ali the documents
inside it were unharmed.

Previously, Troy had explored an Atomic Age ghost town — the
disintegrating skeletal remains of a Japanese village. The village was never

subjected fo a nuclear explosion. .Instead, a bare nuclear reacior spewed
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radiation Info these houses o help determine the exposure ievels of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors.

When the festing moved underground the programme became more
secretive. However, the resuits could not be compietely hidden. An aerial view
of the site revealed a cratered surface caused by urderground explosions. 45
The landscape is so mooniike that one crater, the Schooner Crater. was
actially used o train astronauts for moon walks.

Research at the site is often treacherous. Hence, it is mandatory that
researchers put on their radioactive suits. Stiil, there is no guarantee that
there will not be a negative impact on their healtty in the near or distant future. 50

Adapled from hitp:/Awwne.nafional geographic.com/nevs

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71. From paragraph one, state two unusual items which the researchers

use.

72. Which word in paragraph one suggests that the researchers’ work can

be dangerous?

73. What does “they”(line 8) refer {o?

74. Referring to paragraph three, howis'the Nevada Test Site important to

researchers?

16




75.

76.

77.

/8.

79.

Explain fully what Troy was referfing to when he said "t is a

paradoxical fecling.”(line 16)

Why were the moek towns subjected to atomic biasts?

Explain clearly why the blast sites were not built according to the actual

nlans.

Explain clearly how the lakebed of the Frenchmerr Flat differed from

the Japanese village.

In what way is the landscape of the site as a result of underground

explosions simitar to the thoon?

Which ¥& sentence in the passage tells you that the researchers’ work
might pose potential hazards to them?

End of paper
17
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41)intent 42)use 43)consumer 44)lesser 45)refashioning
46)typically 47)had 48)economic 49)Ybecame 4 ransformed
51)veyage 52)through 53)worse 54)overboard  55)Without
56)out 57)history 58}attack 59)toll 60}in

61 )would 62)end 63)herself 64)sign 65)saved

66)Rose found the test so difficult that she decided to practise more.
67)The customer asked the salesgirl who her immediate supervisor was.

68)Aun’s frequent loss of her temper has been noticed by Johan.
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69}Mo sooner had Jack spotted the strange parcei than he reported it to the
police.

70)Not only must you take the largest tent but remember the sleeping bags.

713The researchers use bright yellow radiation suits and handheld radiation
monitors.

72)it is “precautions”.

73y They” refers to the night explosions.

74)it is important to researchers as it was one of the battlefields of the Cold
War and the artifacts at the site are worth preserving as they provide

information regarding how the country attempted to battle the atomic threat.

75)Troy was referring o himself being awed by the blinding light from the
tests as well as how he was frightened by it.

76)It was done to determine who could survive a nuclear attack and what
would not.

77)it was for national security.

78)The lakebed of the Frenchmen Flat was exposed to fourteen explosions but
the Japanese viliage was never subjected to a nuclear explosion.

79)There are craters caused by underground explosions which is similar to the
mooil.

80)still, there is no guarantee that there will not be a negative impact on their
health in the near or distant future.
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Read the advertisement below and answer questions 1 to 5.

- at Raffles Quay Mall
: on
1 August 2014
After a month of renovation, we are back with a fresh new look and new
muffin flavours!

For every purchase,
participate in our lucky
draw on 1 August and
stand a chance to win
18 Cupcakes
cash vouchers!

New additions to our menu!
v _Apple Serudel Mufrins

v Flourless Chocolate
MurFins

No minimum purchase
required.

Prizes sponsored by

* Raffles Quay Mall.

v M’rﬁeeOamweaf-Rafs/n
Musins Y.

" \
Grst 30 custbmers to spend S 50 & \

above on 1 _August wilt get a chance
to bake Red Velvet Muffins free of chalfge! § As t of our second
. ) I anniversary celebration, «if the :
- Details of baking class : ! proceeds Septentber v :
Venue: MuffingMania (Holland City) ./ 2 ont ‘o will go
Date: 20 August2014 \ 5y |3 ‘- :
Time: 9.00 to 11.00 a.m. ' g, ;  RselunOrphomoge.

BEAT THE LUNCH CROWDI The first 10 customers fo patronise our café
between 12 noon and 2 p.m. will receive a complimentary cup of coffee or'fea.

This offer is valid only till the end of August.
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From questions 1 to 5, four options are gi*.-*en. One of them is the comect answer. Make your choice (1, 2,
3or4). : - (5 marks)

1 The re-opening of Muffins Mania (Raffies Quay Mall) is on

1) 1 August
2) 30 August
‘3) 31 August
4) 1 September

2 If Jenny is one of the participants for the baking class, she

1) has to pay $50 on 1 August
2) will bake Flourless Chocolate Muffins during the class

3) will attend it on the same day she makes her purchases
4) has to make her way to Muffins Mania (Holland City) for the class -

3 Benny is the third customer to amive at Muffins Mania (Raffles Quay Mall) at 12.30 p.m.
on 1 September. He will A

1) be able to join the baking class

2) receive 18 Cupcakes cash vouchers

3) contribute towards Rise Sun Orphanage

4) receive a complimentary cup of coffee or tea

4 Which of the following statements is true?

1) Red Velvet is a new addition to the menu.

2) Cash vouchers are sponsored by Raffles Quay Mall.-

3) Adif can take partin the lucky draw if he spends $15 on 2 August

4) Muffins Mania (Raffles Quay Mall) was closed because of a change in location.

»

5 .The main aim of the advertisement is to

1) raise funds for Rise Sun Orphange
2) introduce Muffins Mania (Raffles Quay Mall)
3) give all customers a chance to bake muffins at Muffins Mania (Holland City)

4) announce that Muffins Mania (Raffles Quay Mall) has resumed its operations
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For each question from 6 to 12, four options are givén. One of thein is the correct answer. Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3 0or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

10

i

12

“Phoebe, fike her brothers, always late for school,” complains the teacher.
1) is . .
2) are _ . . -
3) was o :
4) Wwere
Mother is very conscious of her weight and tries to cut her calorie intake.
1) off
2) out
3) away
4) down
The woman child was lost cried hysterically.
1) who
2) which
Y] whom
4) - whose
We saw a suspicious-tooking man over the school gate just now.
1) climb -
2) climbs
3) climbed

4) was climbing

Mother gives her permission, we wifl not be able to watch the movie.

10

2) While

3) Since

4) Untess

Chamaine harqu ever hands in her assignments on time, she?
1) did

2} does

3) didn't

4) doesn't

Teddy a rope around the pole and tied a dead knot.
1) winds

2) wound

3) is winding

4) ~ was wound
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For each question from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctuation fo complete the passage. Shade the
correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Ogptical Answer Sheel. (3 marks)

A famous scientist was on his way to a lecture in yet another university when his chauffeur

"Hey (13) Boss, f've heard your speech so many times | bet I could defiver it and give you
the night off."

"Sounds great (14) the scientist exclaimed.

When they arrived at the auditorium, the scientist put on the chauffeur's hat and settled into
the back row. The chauffeur walked to the lecture hall and defivered the speech. After his lecture,
he asked if there were any questions. '

“Yes," said one professor. He then launched into a highly technical question. The chauffeur
was panic-stricken for a moment but quickly recovered.

"That's an easy one,"” he replied (15) In fact, i's so easy, I'm going to let my chauffeur

answer it!"

Adapted from www jokesdus com

13 i)  [-]1 dash
2) [:]1 colon
3 [.,] comma
4) [?] question mark
14 1) [."] comma and inverted commas
2) [.7] fullkstop and inveried commas
3) [ question mark and inverted commas
4) ["] exclamation mark and inverted commas.
15 1) [*] comma and inverted commas
2) [.] fullstop and inverted commas -
3) [?*] question mark and inverted commas
4) [*] exclamation mark and inverted commas
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" For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opticd! Answer Sheet.. (5 marks)

16

17

18

19

20

Ken volunteers at an animal shetter every Sunday as he feels about
abandoned animals. .

- 1) strongly - . el

2) faithfully -
3) especiaily

- -_._4) m_.convincingly,,ﬁ_, e e e

_Mariam did not get the job she applied for as she did not have the necessary
for the job.

1)  admissions

2)  associations
3) .reservations
4), qualifications

The experienced dentist operated on the patient with a hand.
1) static
2) sturdy
3} steady
4) staunch
“You have been spending toc much money réoeﬁtiy. You will need to yaur
excessive spending,” Mr Lim warmed his son. o : ‘
1) curb
2,),f I :»grasp
.3)  pause -
4) refrain
Kelvin _ to his Mathematics téacher who always encourages him to do
well in his examinations. ' - |
1) looks up
2) {ooks out

3) looks down
4) looks forward
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For each question from 21 to 25, choase the mrdsfs)_ closest in meaning to the underlined words.
Shade the cormrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

The Rubik’s Cube finally reached its 40" anniversary this year. it was (21) invented in 1974
by a Hungarian ardntecturep?ufessur Emo Rubik, With the (22) intention of helping his

students understand three-dimensional geometry better. He finally ended up creating a famous

cubical (23) form with different colours.

Rubik later discovered that realigning the colours to match all six sides of the Rubik's Cube

was (24) complex. He was unsure if he would be able to retum his invention lo its original

position.
managed to get the cubic puzzie solved. Since then, more than 350 million cubes have been

(25) Nevertheless, he was determined in working out a solution. Within a month, he

sold making it one of the best-selling toys of all time.

Adapted from Rubik's Cube 40™ Anniversary by Luke Villapaz

21

24

25

1)
2)

3)

4)

1)
2)
- 3)
4)

1)
2)
3)
4)

1)
2)
3)
4)

1)
2)
3)
4)

founded

contrived

pretext

style
scheme

silhouette

entangled
complicated
However

Eventually
Alternatively
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Read the passage below and answer the questions mét_foliow it.

By the last week of summer holidays, sixteen-year-old Robin was bored and grumpy. He had
nalhingtodobutsleepmwatdzTVinhissmaﬂhousehSwedenandthuswaseagertostartoollege
in a few days. Robin had one ambition ali his life - to be a poficeman. His father was quietly furious at

§ the way Robin fazed around while there were household chores to be done. However, he did not want
to start a fight and suggested, "Do youwant to go sailing forafewdays?” . _

~Cool,” Robin said eagerly. “Let me arrange for some food and drinks!"

The next moming, the breeze was strong but safe enough to sail. As always, the 6.7 metre
cruising yacht attracted surprised looks from passengers in passing boats as Leif was steering the
boat with only one arm. He had lost his left arm in a motorcycle accident when he was 20. However,
that did not stop him from fulfilling his dream to sail around the world.

. During the trip, i struck Leif that Robin was old enough to become a real crewmember instead of
a .Leifbeganex;ﬂaininghowtheyoouidﬁndﬂ'leirpositiononthemapusingahand-held
GPS. Just when the boat reached the open sea, Robin fett queasy and sfrefched out on a bunk.
Gazing at his snoozing son, Leif was preoccupied with thoughts of how Robin would make it in life, let
alone become a policeman.

At 10.30 p.m., Leif found the boat struggling into bad weather. The wind was stronger than the
forecast. Recovered from his seasickness, Robin used the hand-held GPS to help them navigate
fhrough the impending storm. Soon, the wind became so strong that the whole mast was rocking
vigorously. It was threatening to topple over and that coutd punch a hole in the boat.

Leif panicked. Instead of tuming the boat away from the wind, he made a bad decision. *| have to
fix it,” he said. Leif chided himseff when he remembered he had not brought his tool box. "Go ook for
some tools, Robin!" he ordered. -

Robin’s hunt for any useful tools was interupted by a desperate scream. *Robint Help me! I'm in-

the watert” ) _
Robin frantically scanned the dark sea. “Dad, what shall | do?" Robin shouted.

Struggling to tum the boat, Rabin heard his father's words. “Telephone...!” Robin grabbed Leif's
mobile phone and tapped the emeigency number. The call could not go through. The battery of the
mobile phone was still full but they were too far from Swedento.geta signal.

Then, the sail collapsed. Remembering his lessons a few tiours-earlier, Robin managed to control
the boat. Helpless, he wondered, “l cannot just abandon my father.”

Robin gazed at the screen of.the GPS. Zooming out, he saw the coast of Sweden come into
picture and that made up his mind. He swung the boat around, heading east towards Sweden. He took
the mobile phone out of his pocket and checked the screen. The signal bars were finally visible. He
alerted the emergency authorities immediately.

Soon, a helicopter and rescue boats were in sight. “We have to save my father!” Robin pleaded.
Nearly an hour later, rescue boats managed to save Leif.

At the hospital the next day, rescue teams praised Robin's self-control and his courageous

| decision to tum for help. Leif said, “Robin is a wonderful kid who has grown up after last night’s
incident - and | am sure he will make a great policeman.”

Adapted from Dad's Overboard! by John Dyson

10

15

20 {

25

35
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For each queséion from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the comect answer. Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, .2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

26 Actording to the first paragraph, whidh 6f the following statements about Robin is true?
He e e e s

1) had no ambition

2} had a laid-back attitude

3) ~ was not enthusiastic about college

4) was eager to help out with the househald chores

27 The cruising yacht attracted attention from passengers in passing boats as

- 1) it was huge and splendid
2) a disabled person was steering it
8)  Robinwastoo young to steer a yacht
'4) the weather was not suitable for sailing

28 According to fines 11- 19, what was the main reasan which caused the boat fo lose controf?

1) There was a hole.in the yacht.

2) The whole mast suddenly collapsed.

3) Thare ware unéxpécted-strong winds.

4) Robin had fallea asieep whilein charge of it.

29 What does the *bad decision® in line 20 refer ta? .

1) forgetting to bring along-a ool box _ ,
- 2) fixing the unstable mast of the boat.- : - : -
3) asking Robin to look for useful tools
4) turming the boat away from the wind

30 Wumoneofﬁaefo!lewmgbestd&cmb‘awhatﬁfemssage is about? .
1 How to operate a yacht ’
2) A life-changing experience at sea

3) A description of possible dangers at sea
4) Steps to take while facing an emergency at sea
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'l'heseere‘lﬂblanks numbered31to40 !nﬂxepassagebdow Fromtheﬁstofwordsgwen
dmoseﬁemostantabieworﬂforeachbiank.Wnteutsle& (AtoQ)mmeblank.meletters(l)
and (0) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

(10 marks)

EACHWORD CANBE USED ONLY ONCE

A after @ from @ ot (0 -though () unt
® bt @ in ) over U to (P) which
©) for ) into () that ™M up @ with

Until | was seven, it had never oécdred - me that not being able to
@1)
hearﬁunmyleﬁearwassomeﬁmgodd Myparentsmought!hadselectrvehemngasl

tumed. at the dining table when meals e served but néver heard then -
(32) .
wher they called.mé to help . with.the houséhold chores. Actually, it was not
h 3 B . ‘
my.parents’ voices the aroma of the food which brought me to the table.
‘ (34)

The discovery l.was deaf in one ear was m“ade-fdudng ahealth
(39)
check in schoal. | remember telling the nurse there was na need to test my heanng

in both ears. She smiled and carvied on, humming happity_ - she realised
. T (36) L
that I could not fiear even the softest of sounds’ my left ear. She then gave
‘ - S 37)

.

-,

After a hospital visitand a conﬁnnahon the doctor, my parents were
o € - _
naturally upset. From thenon I pushed myselftoget. . . the handicap and
(39) o o
excel in my studzes My famu!y and friends oontmue to showérme love, and
@) A

‘I' am thankful for that.

-Adapted from Ghicken Soup for the Singapcié Soul



For each word in bold, write the comect speliing of the word in the box. For each undesined word,
write the comect grammatical form of the word in the box. - (10 marks)

(41)

Here is a report of a rather unusual break-in. Police are investigating how an Introoder

(42)

= i

breached the walls of the Tower of London and stole a set of keys from the tourist ertraktion

(43)

and home of the crown jewels. Locks to the rooms in the Tower has been changed and an
(44)

investigation is underway. This happened after a man was caught trespassed in the early hours

(45) (46)

one moming and eskorted from the premises. The stolen keys did not provide aksess fo

the Tower itself, Historic Royal Palaces said in a statement, but admiited that there had been

(47)

a lapse in secure.

. (48) , :

The Tower was built with William the Conqgueror in the 13305. and has been used by British

(49)

royalty as a home and a prison for traitors. The Tower is tradeshenally guarded by men, known

as Yeoman Warders (nicknamed "Beefeaters”), former members of the British armed forces

(50)
which elaborate scariet and gold tunics are one of the best known symbols of the capital.

Adapted from ftfps/imobie mulers com‘aricialopNewsfalUSBREBACOFE201211137-68ipc=932
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Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

The pyramids of Egypt are among the wonders of the ancient world. Many were built as

tombs for the Egyptian (51) , of kings. The pharachs were considered to

(52) gods living on earth, so their tombs had to be very special places.

The greatest Egyplian pyramid is the Great Pyramid of Khukfu, (53)

mare than 4,500 years ago. The Great Pyramid is (54) of three pyramids

set along the Nite River at Giza. It was built to hold the remains of Khufu, a pharaoh who

.(55]. ~__ Egypt for twenty-three years, beginning in 2589 B.C. The pyramid is
around 160 metres tall with sides that (56) approximately 250 metrés long
at the base. It is one of the largest structures (57) buitt.

The Egyptians built the pyramids out of giant stone blocks that (58)

several thousand kilograms each. This stone came from rock quarries many kilometres away, Il

had to be fioated down the Nile on boats (59) then maved into place using
logs, levers and pulieys. This took enormmous (60) ! As many as twenty
thousand workers helped buid the Great Pyramid for a period (61) _ twenty
years. -

The Egyptians also built temples near the pyramids. They believed that the pharadhis’

~spirits travelled. (62) the earth and ‘the heavens and that it continued to
®3__ over them and help themin their lives. To nourish the pharaohs’ spiris,
they (64) the temples and tombs with valuable objects. This weailh
attracted thieves, huvmver; who (65) the tombs, even in ancient times. Until

today, many of the valuables have yet to be recovered.

Adapted from The Egyptian Pyramids by Houghton Miffin




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided. Your -
"answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as the
meaning of the given sentence(s).

(10 marks)

66 - - If you practise hard; you will perform weil-on-Friday night: -

Unless

67 Jacob signed up for the squash toumnament. Then, he sought his father’s permission.

Before

. the
68 “The boy ran away before | could record his name,” saici prefect.

The prefect said that

69  Aliis anxious over every small matter and this causes him to frown all the time.

Ali's

70  Assoon as the boy finished {unch, he started feeling hungry again.

No sooner had

2014 ACS(J)8ACS(P) EL Prelim B5



Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.

When | woke up that day after the storm, | was lying on the floor feeling sore in my ribs.
The hard floor huit my bruised skull, and my hands and legs felt stiff. One brother, Gerry,
shifted where he was sitting above me. The other, Dylian, sat on the stem with pursed lips,
gazing into the gently moving water. The three of us were rarely this silent around each
other, but now we were. :

“We'd beiter start loading the boat,” | said, knowing that someane had to take charge of
the situation.

Our ship was shick on a small cluster of rocks about a hundred metres from a small
island. All around us for thousands of emply kilometres was the glittering ocean. The island had
rough cliffs that looked as if they were still crumbling day by day into the sea. | sighed in
hopetessness.

A good part of the ship still remained in the sea, so we could not see what the problem
undemeath was. All we knew was that water was slowly but surely seeping into the cabin.
M.mmm&mmmmmmmmmﬂmmmmmmmum
bottom' of the sea, and we did not want to be sailing in the middie of the ocean when that

happened.

Water, food, dry matches, can openers, blankets and other necessities all went onto the
boat and we set off. Gery was reluctant to leave the toys Father had made for him behind, but
we had no choice. Since the island seemed to slope downwards toward the north, that was the
direction we headed in. The waves were too high for a smooth ride in a small boat, but they
were nothing compared to the huge waves of the storm. We travelled straight into them,
ploughing up their fronts and splashing down their backs.

As we rounded the comer of the island, we held our breaths as a white and perfect
beach came into view. We could land on the island! Our boat slid onto the sand gently and we
got out to pull it further inland in case the tide rose at night.

We picked a spot on the edge of the beach just under the shade of some ftrees and
worked together to set up a tent. The pegs to anchor the edges of the tent were missing,
huwwar.suweLﬁ&dbagsﬁﬂﬂdhmhﬁd%ﬁejad{&ﬁnﬁﬂplﬁdirﬁid&ﬂmt&ﬂhmak&
our heads comfortable when we slept. '

. The last thing we did on that very first day was to put up our signal for help. Dyfan and |
knew what we were doing, but we did not want to let Gerry know the reason behind our actions
as we did not want him fo panic. We did not have many supplies and would be in serious
trouble if help did not come soon. Instead, we just told him we needed more shade. We chose
the most brightiy-coloured sail and tied it high in the trees such that it cast a large triangle of
shade in the afternoon sun. From the sky, the sail would be waving like a giant signal flag to
anyone who flew over.

After all that was done, | laid down for a moment and closed my eyes, feeling like | had
aged way beyond my years.

Adapted from The Great Wide Sea by M.H. Herlong

10

15

20

25
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ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES,

71 tnwhich two places was the writer injured when he woke up?

72  What does the sentence in lines 4 and 5, "The three of us were rarely this silent around each
ather, but now we were,” suggest about how the brothers usually interacted?

73 Which three-word phrase from lines 6-1 1 indicates that the writer was in despair?

<74 7 Give two réasons whiy the three boys could not stay on the ship.

75 -What does “them” in Line 21 refer to?

2014 ACS()EACS(P) EL Prelim .. B7



76 Why did the brothers need to pull the boat further inland?

77  Give two examples of how the boys were able to make do with what they had with them on
the island.

78  Which two pieces of information show that Gerry was the youngest among the boys?

79  Why did the boys choose to use the most brightly-coloured sail for their signal?

80 What did the writer mean when he said *| had aged way beyond my years® in the last
paragraph? -

END OF PAPER
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EXAM PAPER 2014

LEVEL  : PRIMARY 6
SCHOOL : ACS (JUNIOR)/(PRIMARY)
SUBJECT : ENGLISH

TERM : PRELIMINARY
a1l |1 Q21 |4 Q41 |intruder Q61 | of
Q2 |4 Q22 |4 Q42 | attraction Q62 | between
Q3 3 Q23 |3 Q43 | have Q63 | watch
Q4 2 Q24 |4 Q44 |trespassing Q64 | filled
Q5 4 Q25 |2 Q45 |escorted Q65 | looted
Q6 1 Q26 |2 Q46 | access
Q7 4 Q27 |2 Q47 | security
Q8 |4 Q28 |3 Q48 | by
Q9 1 Q29 |2 Q49 | traditionally ]
Q10 | 4 Q30 |2 Q50 |whose
Q11 [ 2 Q31 |L Q51 |Pharaohs
Q12 |2 Q32 M Q52 |[be
Q13 |3 Q33 |G Q53 | built
Q14 |4 Q34 |B Q54 |one
Q15 |2 Q35 |J Q55 | ruled
Q16 |1 Q36 |N Q56 | are
Q17 |4 Q37 |E Q57 |ever
Q18 |3 Q38 D Q58 | weighs
Q19 |1 Q39 |H Q59 |and
Q20 |1 Q40 | Q Q60 | effort
Q66 Unless you practise hard, you will not perform well on Friday night.
1067 _Before Jacob solight his father's permission, he signed up for the squash
tournament.
Q68 The prefect said that he boy had ran away before he could record his name.
Q69 Ali's anxiety over every small matter causes him to frown all the time.
Q70 No sooner had the boy finished lunch when he started feeling hungry again.
Q71 He was feeling sore in the ribs and his bruised skull.
Q72 They were usually chatty and lively.
Q73 The phrase is ‘sighed in hopelessness’.
Q74 Water was slowly seeping into the cabin and the weight of the water would
cause the ship to slide backwards and sink to the bottom of the sea.
- Q75 “them"” refers tn huge waves.
Q76 They did it in case the tide at night rose and the boat may fiood away.
Q77 Theéy used sandbags for pegs to anchor the edges of the tent and used life

jackets to make their head comfortable when they sleep.”




Q78 He was refuctant to leave the toys Father had made for him and the other two.
brothers did not want him to panic. ' '

Q79 The sail would be like a signal flag to anyone who flew over.

Q80 He matured.
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Part 1: Situational Writing (15 marks)

{1) Study the pictures below.carefully.

F e«z:lfl;g }ittery.. my first and
last roller-coaster ride ever _ |

} show with great
* graphics!The best
' _ Lver,

2 AHCHSE T
Ar& lﬁ}!ﬂ ) \, /
Bad weather ...so | explored theg
.. Facilities within the hotel. &

N h% ;E; o
/24

3 F)
B _w/m,

: Wow! A realistic 3D- |-




Your Task

Imagine you are the boy in the pictures. Your parents took you to Sentosa as a
reward for having done well in your exammahon.

Write a postcard to your uncle, James, who is in Austraisa, to tell him about the
trip to.Sentosa.

You are to refer to the given pictures and information for your postcard.

In your postcard, inciude the following information:

+ why your parents took you o Sentosa

+ the duration of your stay and where you stayed
* one activily you disliked most

* one acfivity you enjoyed most and why

« how you felt about the trip

You may re-order the points. Rernember to write in complete sentences.




Part 2: Continuous Writing (40 marks)
There are 2 questions in Part 2. Answer only one of ther.
. (2) Write a story based on the picture below. Your story should be at least 150

words long.

You must make use of the points below in your story:

« what the children were doing
« what happened next |
» what happened in the end

You may reorder the points. You may-also include other relevant points.
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, Galaxy Shopping Mall -
Grand Opening on 13 December 2014
“Extended shopping hours throughout the month of December. 10 am. — 12 midnight

1 Looking for fun achwhestoowupyyourﬁmewfﬂeywparents shop'?Cm'ne down to Galaxy Shopping
Mal! between 13 and 17 December and expenenceanexahng space adventure indoors! You may even

stand achance to wznthegrand prize ofa teleswpewmﬁr $1 ooat

e

T Make Spaoemrmaginauon @

? the IDEAL SPACE ADVENTURE!
= Qur goal is to inspire and evoke a sense of wonder about space

Cofling ali SpuceCudeb!}oinwforcnodt—of—Hm—woﬂdspooeudumhmmr&uemﬂng

activities! Accomplrsh at least 1 of the 4 solar system Activities to take part in the daily

draw and win cash vouchers. Complete 3 or more activities to take part in the Grand Draw!

Build a Spaceship

: Think out of the box, with a box. it's time to Yress orbit. Martian,
Come build your very own alien, robot — play with your
spaceship using recycled imagination and design your.own
cardboard! Best creator of the space-themed costume. Then
day will. win 10 mini cupcakes! strut your stuff down the catwalk!

Age:. Y-;12 years old Age: 510 years old

Cotnet Shootout Orbial Course

Space Mongtar -

Defend the universe from alien
invasion. Launch space comets
and see if you can hit enough

»#8 | alien cans and get FREE ice-

Ever wondered how a space cadet
would frain? Experience an exciting
obstacle course that will surprise

you, challenge you and leave you

cream vouchers! bouncing for more!

Age: 5 —12 years old Age: 8-12 years old y
To register for IDEAL Space Adventure: '
o Log onto www.ID ure Early Bird Offert
* Logontowww.IDEAL sg/space-adve Register by 30 November 2014
» Limited 10’300 participants per day! and get an exclusive Galaxy Mall
« - Register before 5 December 2014 to ensure

T-shirt and water bottle!
you have a place. . N

For more enquiries: Call the erganiser @ 6512 1234 -




1. The main aim of the Ideal Space Admnh:reprbgrammistu

(1)  arouse in children a sense of awe

(2) prepare children for an actual trip to outer space

(3) inspire chikdren to become space cadets when they grow up

(4) persuade children to shop with their parents-at Galaxy-Shopping Mall

2. Children may get free after completing the Solar System
activities.

(1)  T-shirs and a telescope

(2)  T-shirts and cash vouchers

(3) cash vouchers and water baitles
(4)  ice—cream vouchers and cupcakes

3. To participate in the Grand Draw, a child must complete a minimum of
activities

(1)
()
@)
(4)

N =

4. Justinis a creative and-energetic 9-year-old who loves to overcome physical
" challenges and enjoys designing costumes. The two activities that would most
likely interest him are -

(1) Space MonStar and Orbital Course

()  Orbital Course and Comet Shootout ™ -
, (3) Comet Shootout and Space MonStar

(4)  Build a Spaceship and Comet Shootout

5. According to the advertiserent, which one of the following is true?

(1) A maxdmum of 300 parficipants is allowed per day.

(2) Dmhasmmmeronsnmmamsemmapm

(3)  Galaxy Shopping Mall is organising ldeal Space Adventure for 4 days
in December. _ '

(4)  Parents are encouraged to join their children in completing the
4 Solar System activities.



For each question from 6 fo 12, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comrect oval
(1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

6.

7.

-10.

I congratulated him his success ‘in gaining entry info the most

- .-.._plestigious-university. - - -
1) in
2) of
3) on
4)  with

Nobody, except the twins, out the solution to the problem sum

yel.
1) work
2)  works

3) has worked
4)  have worked

" Happiness overwhelmed the new mother, tears of joy to her

eyes when she saw her newborn cradled snugly in her arms.

1) bring
2) brings
3)  brought

4)  bringing

“You rarely keep your'promiées, - you? said Hui Chong in
disappointment.

1) do
2) did
3) don't
4)  didn't

The pricé of movie fickets risen.d cannot afford them anymore.

Vs

2) are
3) has
4} have



11
- - eighty.
1) who
. 2)  which
- 3) - whom

12,

T whowe

The teacher made Hamid

classmate of theft.
1) realise

2) redlises
3) realised

4) had realised

I

* Mrs Jenkins | L we ali loved and respected finally retired at the age of

that it was wrong to falsely accuse his



For each quastlon from 13 to 15, choose the correct punctudtion to compteﬁe
the passage. Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
(3 marks})

As we were Iaggmg behind, | was the only one who knew she had fallen into

o R - ———

| the dram It was ﬁﬂed with mud and Jolene began to smk She yel!ed Help (13)
| Preeya, please helpr me‘

| felt no compassion towards her. She had tormented me for the past year.
You have been so mean to mel | retorted (14) why- shou!d 1 help you?”

But then | remembered what my mother had taught me. Eio unto others as

:you would have them do unto you (15) she would often say. | reached out to grab
Jolene’s hand, and pulled with all my might.

Adapted from: Boo is for Bully

13. 1) [ 2] questionmark
DU S O I exclamatton mark.

i
3

i N | - comria-and inveitéd commas

4) [ "] exclamation mark and inverted commas
14. 1) [ .“] comma and inverted commas

2) [ .“] full stop and inverted commas
3) [?*] question mark and inverted commas
4) [ ] exclamation mark and inverted commas

15. 1) [ 71 commaand inverted oommés
2) {."] fullstopand inverted commas
3) [?"] question mark and inverted commas
4) (r ] exclamation mark and inverted commas




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the
correct answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval
(1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks) -

16.. The instruction booklet was into different languages to cater to
customers of different nationalities. - :
1)  translated. - i e
2) transfemed
3) transmiited
4)  transformed

~17. The poliician’s biased comments

vehement protests from

shocked citizens across the nation.
1)  piqued
2) evoked
3) extracted
4)  produced
18. The scouts heard the of burning wood as they gathered around
the campfire.
1)  sizzling
' 2) cackling BhE . B o
1 gy v, crackling i, b - _ .
4)  sputtering
19. On Chinese New Year, my family and | @re planning to. _. my
. matemnal grandparents who are fiving in Malaysia to have dinner with them.
(1) calin
(2) callon
(3) callup
(4) callupon

20. The host was embarrassed when there was not enough food to eat because
he had the number of guests attending the function.

(1)  undersized

(2) undervalued
(3) underachieved
(4) underestimated



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word closest in meaning .to_the
undedined words. Shade the corract oval (1,2, 3 or 4) on thae Optical Answer
Sheet. (5 marks).

Kmnarlaysﬂenﬂyonﬁleooidhatdﬂoor lisﬁenmgtoﬂ'tehdungofh:swatchasa
squeaky mouse ‘scurried by ndisily. His'captors had left him-in the winqowless' room for the
‘past hoir. Ghained by, the 1655 1o the wall, fie possibily of making an escape seemed
(21) _re_m@ Kumar was feefing. {(22) increasingly dejected by themmute Finally, he sat up
and rummaged through his backpack At the same moment, a knock (23} scarcely audible
sounded on the front door. Kurﬁar froze in dreaded (24) anticipation. However, as the knocks
became louder and (25) incessant, Kumar perked up. He recognised the secret code. His
_comrades had retumed for him.

21. 1)  aloof
2) lonely
3) impossible
4)  inaccessible

22. 1) speedily
2)  immediately. .
3)  continuously

23. 1) barely
2)  partally )
3) _-sufficiently

‘4 moderatel

24. - 1) realisation
2) expectation .
3)  astonishment
4) apprehension

25. 1) etemal
2)  intermittént
3) monotonous
4)  uninterupted
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As Jeremy's thoughts cleared, he began contemplating a qUestzera o
nad never occurred to him before - What would life be like without the use.of '
legs? '

Jeremy McGhee had been an active, young ‘adrenaline junkie’ who balked
at the thought of sitling still. After tumbling over the hatidie bars of his Sus/
GSX1000 motorcycle that fateful day, 25-year-old Jeremy lay sprawlee e
| middle of a busy-California lntersectron For the first time in his life, he C@E}E@JE; €

feel or move his legs. =

During the months that he spent recovermg from the spinal cord injury fhax

left him a paraplegic, Jeremy waded through the sledge of uncertainties i | 10 ‘

accompanied the news that chances were slim he would ever walk again. Y&l
struggling to -stay afloat in. this emotional tidal wave, he found himself beine |
called upon to make !evel—headed decisions about thmgs he had never thougi
- about before. For instance, he had to choose the best wheelchair for his acfive: :
| lifestyle and leam fo file insurance claims correctly. [nthe:meantime, a mountaii 15
: | of medical bills began piling up. But, even as hé lay in his hospital bed, fighting
| the windfall of new challenges suddenly set in his path, Jeremy knew that he siilt
‘had control over his life.’ ‘
Jeremy did not allow himself to seé the glass as half empty for lome.
Although he couldn't control whether his legs would allow him to walk agair, b 0
knew he. could control how he:dealt-with his current condition.-Wheelchair or ne
wheelchair, Jeremy wasn't one to give up.’ As he would soon discover i
there is no instruction manual for teaching people how to adjust when piecs o
wheelchair into the equation of their lives. Although he had friends and t&m" :
around him fo offer support, they knew as much about fiving with this Bypeer ot
disability as he did - nothing.

As he aftempted to reclaim hls life, he began to see the need for ar
organisation to help people get back on their feet. Enter Fight2walk, the +
proft organisation that Jeremy . founded to mentor those facing spme! Con
injuries. Instead of looking at his injury as a burden he’chose to offer himse
a living example that, although life does not always go as expected it cﬁe
mean you cannot oontlnue to live a fulﬁllmg life.

The day he was drscharged from the hospltal usmg acar wrth specia! 5‘!
adapted hand controls, Jeremy drove -himself to. the snow—covered Colemdm
Mountains to spend some time skiing-and getting on with his life’s: journey. i '
six years since his accident, Jeremy has not stopped pushing the fimits u
human spirit. Today, Jeremy works as a seasonal ski instructor and fer
others with disabilities how to overcome the claustrophobia of paraiyc
getling outdoors.

He will always remain conscious of the fact that one unforeseen fusin oi | 44

events has brought him to an apex.of human existence he could never have
{ imagined - a place where he .chooses fo use his expenenoes bad-and good. % !
help others. [

hitpj/www thinthreads. com/samples/utum Frisedf

8




correct answer. Nake your chnoice (1, £, 9 vi =y
(1,2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

26,

28.

28.

30.

AFEPCLG e S el W Yo

Which word from pamgraphs 1io 3 has the same meamng as ‘not mll‘ng to
do something’? The word is * ;

(1)  balked R ;2
(3) cleared -

(4) sprawled

In the passage, what does the “emotional tidal wave” (line 12) that Jeremy
was struggling to stay afloat refer tu‘? It refers to the :

(1)  accident that--happenedfat the mtersect_:gn
(2) - time spent recovering in hospital after the accident
(3) sound decisions-he had to make after the accident

 (4)  overwhelming uncertainties he had to face after the accident

In line: 19, the phrasé-; “Jeremy: did not allow himself to see the g!ass as
half empty for long™ tells },mu ‘that Jeremy was alan _ :person.

(1). optlmlshc
(2) pessimistic
(3) unwavering
(4) courageous

Why..d'id Jeremy set _u.p ]_:ighﬁwalk?-He.wanted to

(1) set up a skiing company for people coping with injuries

(2)  design an instruction manudl on how't6 cope with i injuries

3) pmwde emotional support and guide people to cope with injuries

(4)  eam income bY providing physmai suppnrl:for penpie mplng wrth
ln_[unas

The main idea of this passage is al;:ut'rt how Jeremy

(1)  had sustained hisinjury

(2) had overcome unfortunate circumstances
(3)° started the charnitable organisation FightZWalk

(4)  was devastated about not being able fo be active
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage pelow. From the list of
words given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter
(A to Q) in the blank. The letters (1) and (0) have been omitted in order to avoid
confusion during marking. (10 marks).

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A) about ... (D) because Q6 (K ot {N) then

(B) across (E) has (H) its (L) our (P) where
() are (F) have (J) its (M) than (Q) which

The Grand Canyon is a steep-sided canyon carved by the Colorado-River in the
United States in the state of Arizona: |t is undoubtedly one of the most stunning
natural landmarks on (31) __: . - planet. Many people know it is the largest
gorg'e in the world — a 290-ile-long gash (32) the face of the Colorado
Plateau in northern Arizona. If is-the Colorado River that shaped this vast temple of
rock but (33) - did all that water come from?

Scicnfists hawé two conflicting views. The first is that the eary Colorado River

extended simply by erosion and gradually would its way to the Colorao Plateau, -

where the Grand'Canydé (34) located. Recently, a more controversial
theory (35) _ arisen: that the Colorado River was actually fed by a
massive lake, Lake Bidahochi, (36) overspilled to form it.

However, Lake Bidahochi no longer exists so scientists can only speculate on
(57) " existence, with their evidence being the remains of green sediment
found around the area where they believe i used to be. This-green sediment was

found in the Grand Canyon as well and it is more likely that this would -have

originated from a lake (38) from a sediment-carrying.river. _
Uttimately, it is not (39) immense importance to know how.the
Colorado River began, (40) __ we know that it was definitely this  amazing

river that shaped the Grand Canyon. Indeed, is still shaping it todaiy.

Adapted from hitp:/iblogearth. wocpress.com/2008/02/1 1/how-was-the-grand-canyon-croated/

1




Correct each word in bold for spelfing and aad1 underiined word for grammar. Write
the comect word in the relevant box. (10 marks)

I realised | had wom the wrong sort of clothes. However, | had never thought

P e
that | would has to go down into the pit with the snakes.in order to catch them. The

42
T-shirt and frousers were of no protect against the inch-long fangs of a Gaboon

43,
viper. Overly aware of my friends’ infeat skrutinee, | put up a brave front and

intent
44 45

accepted the dare. T Was pray at they would change their mind. Unforchurath,

they started tying the rope round my waist and then lowered me into the pit.

Suddenly, the kerosene lamp, which no one bad remembered to pump in all our

46.
excitemenit, went out. To make matters worsen, one of my shoes slipped off. There |

47.
was, standing gingerly at the bottom of the deep pit, plenched in darkness with no

shoe on one foot and sumounded by eight deadly vipers. | stood rooted to the spot,

frozen in fear.

£

48,
Without daring to twich a-muscle, | waited in pitch darkness while wild thoughts

49. | _ .
of the snakes fuellen flom my over-active imagination filled my mind. Feeling my

50.
rising panic, | urged my friends to hasten the snishion of hauling the lamp out to

pump it up.-1 waited for what seemed like an etemnity before | could finally see again.

Adapted from ‘The New Noal' by Gerald Dursll



Fill in the blanks with the most suitable answer. (15 marks)

Many of us have been bitten by mosquitaes. Have you ever wondered why

some people get bitten more than.(57) ~ do? Is it something in our
blood or the perfume we wear that (52) . or repels the pest?
Studies have shown that only female (53) . feed on blood as

they need. human blood to develop fertile eggs. Male mosquitoes will avoid you
completely and head for the flowers instead.

Mosquitoes can detect -carbon dioxide in the air we exhale and can target
people as (54) as 80 kilometres away. Thys, people can attract
mosquitoes from a distance simply by (55) ___ Larger people tend to
givé off more carbon dioxide, which is why mosquitoes typically prefer munching on
adults (56) small children. Pregnant women are also at
(57) risk as they produce more exhaled carbon dioxide.

Ahpérenﬂy. some people are more enticing to mosquitoes and scientists have
found that genetics account for 85% of our susceplibllity to mosquito bites. This
group of people emit ‘come and get me' smells which (58) to the
mosquitoes. Those less likely to be (59) produce odours which
‘mask these scents. Scientists said that it might be useful to make insect repellents
that _contain. fhese natural masking odours to Keep the mosquices at
(60) " They would likely be ‘complelely (61) to
humans unlike current insect repellents which may have a strong smell tnat put us
off.

4

One study also concluded that those who (62) dark clothing
'~ tend to attract mosquitoes more. Movement also attracts mosquitoes. Thus if you run
around the volleyball court, the mosquitoes will sense your (63)
and head towards you. When you pant from exerfion, the smell of carbon dioxide

from your heavy breathing (64) them closer. This
(65) why some people tend to get bitten more when they are
exercising. '

To minimise the impact of being bitten, it is always safe to wear some form of
insect repellent

Adapted from hifp-/www.livinghealihy360.com/index. php/wly-mosquitoes-target-cerain-people-30/

3 1



For each of the questions from 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using
the word(s) provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of
your sentence must be the same as the meaning of the given. sentence(s).
(10 marks)

66. "Did you sweep the floor yesterday, Selva?" asked Mother.

Motherasked Selva

67.  The game stall was immensely popular. Therefore, it brought in the most profit.

because of its .

68. Sally’s brother loves to cook. She does not.

does not share

69.  Both Jason and Hui Ning did not tumn up for the party.

70.  The naughty boys saw their teacher. They ran back to their seats.







Read the j:aééage below and answer qu%ﬁom 7110 80. (20 marks)

Overcome by sheer exhaustion, | stumbled on a rock that was barely sticking up.
Flailing for balance, with my heavy backpack working against me, 1 slipped in the mud and
almost fell. I still could not believe this was really happemng I tould not beheve my dad
had done this to me.

“For mine days, pur‘gdidé, Al. had been leading us into the most rugesed comers of
the mountains in southwestern Colorado, coaxing and pushing us over the passes and
into the peaks, through good and bad weather, mostly through bone-fieezirig weather and

sleet. There were eight of us, four girls including menand four guys, all spending nine

weeks in this outdoor educationai trip. Al called this his Discovery Unlimited Trip
promising great adventures. However, to all eight of us, it was a nightmare trip.

‘How's it going?” Suddenly, Troy was walking beside me. Sensing my
unhappiness, he asked, “Why don’t you blow the whistle?”

“Do you know how many times | have wanted to blow the whistle loud and clear?
Sadly, { am not ready to face my dad who had signed me up for this trip and [ also do not
want to be first to leave. * 1 admitted. We chatted for a while and started up a steep
slope, soon, neither of us had enough breath to speak.

We drew in closer to the campfire that night, all prepared for Al's lengthy and
boring speech. We knew he would make his uninteresting speech about the next day as
he always had and he did not disappomt us. As he poked the fire, he started, “Tomorrow,

= | you're'going to Climb SEOrm ng, elevatlon’ 13 752 feet You’!l know you've accomplished

something when you reach the peak. Troy, you're going to be the navigator since the rest
have done their part to lead. * Then, he spread the topographic fmap out on the ground.
“You can study the map while the rest of us followers™ can go fo bed. We'll draw lots for
climbing ‘partners before we set off tomorrow.” To my surprise, Al ended his speech within
a minute and we could rest for the night.

During breakfast, | put m;f hand info the bag as some of the other had done and
drew Freddy's name. [ nearfy fell over in elation to have picked' the best climber among

us. Soon, we set off trying to make as much time as we could before the weather tumed _

bad, which it tended to everyday around noon. Troy,. our navigator for the day, led the
way.

When we cleared the trees, a high ridge, serrated ana imposing, blocked our view
of the peak. Troy started up the ridge, making good time. He did not stop to fook at his
map nor did he ask anyone for a second opinion. | wondered if we should be
conferencing, the way Al wanted us fo, but lik_é Troy, | was anxious to get on with it before

5 =

10

15

26

30






the weather turned bad.

Suddenly, Troy stopped and waved to us. The clouds were turning dark and the
wind was blowing hard. When we went nearer to him, he motioned towards the face of the
looming peak and said, “You lead, Freddy. Find us a route.” |

Realisation_hit me_and | was dumbfounded. Troy seemed so af ease with his
“ole as a leader and not once had he indicated that he was not sure were he was going.
It was clearly a defeat for him, having led all the way from camp, to have to follow now.
Adapled from: Dcnnﬁ".fw- A novel by Will Hobbs

ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71.  why did the author trip over the rock that was barely sticking up?

72. What does the word ‘this'in line 4 refer to?

- =3

73.  What prevented the author from blowing her whistie?

35

40

74. FExplain cearly why Troyand the author could not continue their chat in
paragraph 4.







75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

How was Al's speech that night different from his other speeches?

Why did Al pick Troy as the navigator?

Which 7-word phrase in paragraph 6 tells you that the author was not the first to

draw her partner?

Who was the author's climbing partner?

Explain fully why Troy did not conference with the. rest when climbing up Storm
King.

-

In line 39, the author said "realisation hit me and | was dumbfounded”. What wés
the realisation and why was she dumbfounded?




-
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41)have 42)protection  43)scrutiny 44)praying 45)Unfortunately
46)worse 47)plunged - 48)twitch 49)by 50)mission

51)others 52)attracts 53)mosquitoes 54 )far 55)breathing

56)to 57)higher 58} 59)bitten 60)bay |

61) 62)wear 63)movement 64)brings 65)is

66)Mother asked Selva if he had swept the floor the previous day.

67)The game stall brought in the most profit because of its immense popularity.




68)Sally does not share 'h‘er‘brother’s love for cooking.

69)Neither Jason nor Hui Ning turned up for the party.

70)At the sight of their teacher the naughty boys ran back to their seats.
71)Shg wasverytired.-~~ e o s

72)It refers to the author’s dad signing her up for the Erip.

73)She did not want to be the first to leave thei_r group.

74)They were climbing up a steep slop and didi-not have enough breath to chat.
75)His other speeches were longer than his speech that night.

76)Troy was the only who had not led the group yet.

77)The phrase is “as some of the others had done”.

78)Freddy was the author’s climbing partner. -

79)He wanted to reach the peak as soon as possible as the weather usually
turned around noon.

80)She relised Troy was lost and was dumb founded because he did not show
any sign that he was lost.
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For each question from 1 to 5, four opfions are grven One of them is the coirect answer. Make
your choice (1 2, 3 or 4). Shade the conectovai (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical’ Answer Sheet.
- : (5 marks)

1 Shop with a HEART will be held at

(1) Beautiful Music School

(2) Bottle Tree Plaza Afrium

(3) Hope for Omphans Centre

4) Tan Brothers Trave! Agency .

Z ¢ Which of the following is true -of Shop with a HEART?

(1) The items on'sale are new,

(2) The lucky draw will 'be held throughout the sale.

(3) The organisers got the items on sale at a low cost.

{4) Visitors can expect to find a wide variety of items on sale.

3 Lucky draw prizes include

{1) a trip to New York and antique books

2) sitverware and a holiday overseas
. (3) a hotel stay and dolls S L R 3
.4, _ watchesand guitars - -

4 What is the most likely reason for the organiser fo give away prizes?

(1) to increas- the sale of items

(2} -+ to give visitors a chance to win prizes

(3 to attract:more people to the charity sale

(4) to encourage visitors to come with their families

5 The main purpose of Shop with a HEART is to

(1) encourage more spending

{2) leam about various cultures

3) showcase a‘unique collection of items
(4) raise funds for children without parents

20 A b tho novt massd



For each question from 6 fo 12, four.options are given. One of them ié the correct answer.
- ..Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optfical Answer
Sheet. -

6

10

(7 marks)

It was little Sally, and not her older brother, who cooked instant noodies all by

(1) hersself

{2) himself

(3) ourselves
(4) themselves

Mr Muthu was watering the plants, he found his wife's missing ring in one
of the pots. : ’

" (1) Since

(2) When
(3) While
(4) During:

Jane was accused stealing the money by her cléssmat‘es.

Ly wm . L
{2) at . _ ' :

. 3) of = = e

(4 for :

The boy __ computer games despite liéing told by his mother to stop earfier
on. - . " : -

(1) plays

(2) playing

(3) has played

(4) has been playing

“Would you mind ine g glass of water?” Mrs Lim called nut to her daughter
who was in the kitchen. .

(1) refrieving.
(2) bringing
(3) sending
(4) taking

{Go on fo the next page)



11 We have fo make a decision soon as we have time left.

(1} no

(2) few
(3) less
(4) [ttle

12 Ng‘ither'the teachernor his;pupils __ in the laboratory when the fire alarm went
_off.

M is

(2) are

(3) was
(4} were

- R mel . ep s i RrA st e e pmemme e S
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for each question from 13 to 15, choose the carréct"pu.nct_uation to complete the passage. h
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on-the Optical Answer Sheet.
(3 marks)

“The story starfed last year,” Hally said in a shaky voice. “Two things héppened._
First, one of Mr Crowhurst’s rental houses burned down. 1 bet he was paid insurance money
for that house. lgd@agg‘gﬂ;@_@" She looked directly at Mr Crowhurst.

The man stirred, looked surprised that she was talking to him, and then nodded.
“Yeah, so what?" he said.

' “Saif you lost another house this year, the police might think that was prétly strange

unless...”

Mr Crowhurst lurched to his feet with a roar, *How dare youaesuse.me (14)

“Sit!" the police chief commanded. Crowhurst sat (15) Fhe police and other people
would wonder unless the second fire had a pretty clear reason for happening,” Hally
confinued. At this point, she paused and looked at Mr Crowhurst again before declaiing,

“And that is the Key to this mystery.” _
Adapted from ‘The Kery Hill Casecrackers’ by Peggy Nicholson and John F. Wamer

13 (1} [: lcolon
2 {. Icomma
(3) [- Itullstop
(4) [?]question mark

14 (1) [ ,"]comma andinverted commas

(2) [ .”]full stop and inverted commas

(3) [ 7"} question mark and inverted commas

4) [ "] exclamation mark and inverted commas
15 (1) [."]full stop and inverted commas

3 [, lcomma

[
(@ I,?]comma and inverted commas
[
{4) [. }full stop

{Go on to the next page) _



For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1. 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer
Sheet. :

(5 marks)

16 When asked what had happened, the litile boy simply _ . hisishoulders and
looked at his mother blankly.

(1) shook.
(2) shifted
(3) shivered
(4} shrugged

17 The football team had no choice but to defeatwhen they were beaten
© soundly by the other team.

(1) aliow.
(2) suffer
(3) declare-
(4) concede

18 Mrs __L‘§m told‘;!;er nosy neighbour to stop e hergffaits!
oo (1), cengrodghingen Ll .
oz Q) infAnging-On. s
(3) ‘'meddling in-
{4) buttingin

19 All her family members who were present heaved a sigh of relief when the old lady
finally waftef the major operation.

(1) cameto -

{2) came oit

(3) came over
(4) came through

-man committed another crime straight after he was released from jail.
20 The man ceritedaaeiiersime. siight after.hewas released frontjaile

(1) inexplicable
(2) incorrigible
(3) insincere
(4} incurable



"For each question from 21 fo’ 25'., choose the word(s) closest in meaniné to the underlined

word. Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical Answer Sheet.
(5 marks)

Thmatve, R LILTE

Wolves are teritorial. Each pack of wolves lives and hunts in its own parficular area.
. ' . (21)
The territory may change with the season because of the migration of the prey species or
(22}
weather conditions, or it may stay basically the same. Althcugh the wolves are very sociable

animals, that sociability extends just to the individual pack members. T erritoralism is a basic
) (23)
need for most-predatory species because they need a given amount of food to ensure the

pack's survival. The size of the territory is based upon such fdctors as the number of prey
(24) :
species that can be found in their territory, the number of animals in the individual pack, and

the fighting strength of the individual members within the pack.

Wolves announce their presence in the area by howling, thus deterring other packs
' 25y
from entering their territory. Packs of wolves seldom come into contact WEth_ea_qh_ other.

2

B R

. Adapted from Wolves’ by Leonard Les Rue il

21 (1) rare’
(2) single
(3) specific

(4) common

22 (1) quest
(2) roaming
(3) emigration
(4) movement

23 (1) compulsory
(2) essential
(3) simple
.{(4) main

(Go on to the next page)



24

25

(0

{2)

(3)
@

(1)
(2
3
@

extension
continuity
increase
living

putting off
putting away
putting up with
putting through



Read the passage and answer questions 26 to 30.

| woke suddenly and completely on Chrisimas Day. Four o'clock. The hour at which
my father had always woken me up lo help with the milking. Strange how the habits of my
youth clung to me still. My father had been dead .for 30 years! What was the magic of
Christmas now? My own children had grown up and gone. | was left alone with my wife.
Yesterday, she had said, "Let’s not tim the free uniil tomorow, Robert. I'm Gred” | had
agreed, and so'the tree remained out in the backyard. -

It was a siill night clear and starry. The stars were eam'aordmaryl Now that | thought .

of it, the stars seemed always’large and clear before the dawn of Christmas Day. There was
one star now that was certainly lamer and bnghtes than any of the others. | could even
imagine it moving, as it had seemed to me one night long age.

-1 was 15 years olc and sfill living on my father's famm. My beloved father! | _had not
4nown it unfil one day a few days before Christmas, when I had overheard what myfather
was saying to my mother. )

“Mary, | hate waking Rob in the momings. He's growing so fast and he needs his
sleep. If you could see how he sleeps when | go in to wake him op!’l wish | could manage
alone.”

“Well, you can't, Adam”™ My mother's voice was brisk. "He isn't a child anymore. He
should take his tum.”

When | heard my father's words, something in me stimed: My father loved me!
resolved never again to loiter in the mornings or laze in the bed. )

That night — the night before Christmas — | lay for a few minutes thinking about the
next day. | wished | had a belter present for my father. As usual, | had gone to the ten-cent
store and bought a fie for my father. It had seemed appropriate untif | lay thinking, and then |
wished that | had heard my father and mother talking in time for me to save for something
belter
47+ [ l1ay‘on- my ‘side’ and“ Ionked out of my attic window. The stars were hnght. much

brighter than | ever remembered seeing them, and one star was so bright that | wondered if it
were really the Star of Bethiehem. | always loved the story of the special infant being bom in a
bam and to the bam the shepherds and the Wise Men had come bringing their Christmas
gifts.

The thought strugk me. Why should 1 not give my father a special gift too, out there in’

the bam? The next moming, at a quarter fo three, | got up and let myself out steaithily. The
big star hung lower over the bam roof, a reddish guld The cows looked at me, sleep:-.f and
surprised. Perhaps ttwasearlyfortl‘tﬁn foo.

After giving some hay to each cow, Iﬂleugutﬂaenﬁlungpaﬂ and the big milk cans.
For once, # was not a chore. When my father entered the bam later, | greeted him with a
smile and a hug. “"Merry Christmas, Dad. You are the bestl” With tears glistening in his eyes,
my fatherla me, "This is the best Chrnistmas- gift ever.”
: Outside the window now, the great star still shone brightly. My father was long gone
and | am now old. | got up and went downstairs to the living room. In the study, | picked up the
litie box that contained my gift — an exquisite brooch — to my wife. | bruugmmetree in the
backyard into the house — it was a litfle one — and tied the gift to-the free.

It had been a long time since | last told her that | loved her. It occurred to me suddenly
that love was alive in me. It still was because it had been bom in me when | knew my father
loved me. It was the reason why | could keep giving again and again.’

Adapted from ‘On Love’ by Peart S. Buck
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the fist of words given,
chioose the most suitable word for each blank. Wiite its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The letters (1)
and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

- L (10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE _ ,
(A) and (D) however (G) of K to (N) with
(8) as (E) in (H) or (L) out (P) which
(C) away (7 on . ({) then (M) " up (Q) while
The spring season has always been a symbol of hope.
paving the path for a-new beginning. In india, the end of winter the

(31) ' (32)

arrival of spfing is celebrated with the vibrahtfé‘éﬁyal Basant Panchami. The festival is celebrated

on the fifth day of the Indian lunar month : falis during January to February towards

(33)
the close of winter.
The celebrations stand in unique ways. They seamlessly bring in the charm of
(34) _
blooming nature while gradually taking the harshness of cold winter.
(35)

Wwith the cheerful festivities, a refreshing change is felt effortlessly in‘the air as trees takeon

" new leaves and blooms __  the dnsét-of the newsea;onPeopb wear colourful dresses,
'(36)
especially different shades of yellow dresses, hold feasts, and fly kites. Delicacies are flavoured

with the colour yellow represent the blecoming mustard fields.
(37) :

Often, children and adults alike hold kite-flying competitions. Winning losing is
. ' (38)

celebrated equally what matters most is the joy of flying Kites.
(39)

Different regions across the nation observe the festival with some different cuitural twists.

the overall aspects of the festival remalns the same. It is ‘celebrating the contrast
(40) |

between winter and spring:
Adapted from an article in Epoch Times by Arshdeep Sarao

2
{Go on to the next paae)



For-each of the questions from 26 t0,30, four options are given. One of ffiem is the corfect
answer. Make a choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheel

26

27

30

(5 marks)
In paragraph 1, the author woke up as

(1) it was his usual Toutine

(2) his children were leaving home

(3) itwas lime to help his father milk the cows

(4) he wanted to celebrate Christmas with his wife

Why did the author feel his original choice of gift for his father was unsuitable?

(1) He wanted something more meaningful.

(2) He had given a similar gift the previous year.

(3) He realised that a gift for his father should be costly.

(4) He decided both his parents should be given similar gifts instead.

Which of the following is trua?

(1) The author’s father needed the author's help.
(2) The authoralways awoke immediately-whenever his father woke him.

(3) The author realised his mother did not love him as much as his father did.
- (4) ~The author's mother thought the morning duty was demanding for her son.”

The “gift' in line 38 which the author gave to his father refers to the

(1) tie

(2) praise
(3) brooch
(4) milking

Which of the following would be the most suitable title for the story?
(1) ‘A Bamyard Tale’
(2) ‘The Gift of Giving’

(3) ‘My Beloved Father
(4) ‘Milking Cows on Christmas'

END OF BOOKLET A

11
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Cormrect each word in bold for spelling and each underdined word for grammar. Write the cormrect
word .in the relevant box, {10 matks)

It is an area frequénted by aitplanes’ and Goloutful birds. Howe\-r;r, these days, sleepy
(41) : ) S

Seletar saw as many clunky, dusty trucks trundling along its streets. For change is in the air. The
{42)
viheecles are ferrying materials for a new development iri the area.

“3)

On the cards are more amenﬁees such as restaurants and sports centres. The Urbari
(44) :
Redevelopment Authority (URA) plans fo open up 32 bungalows and two milifary buildings fo

- various uses under ifs Selefar Redevelopment Plan. These bungalows along Park Lane are also
(45)
slated fo be tumed info food and baeveerage clusters.

(46)
But aSe!etar’s Qla facehﬁ has sparked fears that the esfate may Iose its seremty fo

o Bt

R LR N A '~‘.-_..-

increased human ana' vehicular trafﬁc Res:denfs and actlwsts said they fiope a balance belween
(47} ' (48) ..
development and presi:yaxion can be struck. Retiree Ho Bak Hai,76, paints an idyllic picture for

life in Seletar he spends some afi‘emoons playmg football w:ih his grandson in their garden. I
(49)

the evenings, he fakes a quiet, sawlitery Stroll around the estate. He sees birds circling the ‘are‘a s
(50) |

winding ferrain or well-manicured green fields. Butterflies, dragonfifes and even snakes visit his

home.

Adapted from an article in The Stralts Times by Melody Zaccheus



Fill in each biank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

The anival of the narwhal, the tusked whale of northem polar seas, is a long-anticipated

event .in the Canadian Arclic. After monﬂis of[darkness.and as low as minus 4
{51)

degrees Celsiug, winter way to spring, and the sea ice begins to melt. Open
(52) :

stretches of water ___ travel lanes for the smali whales as they foliow the melfing
53) .

"sea ice towards Baffin Island. In remote Inuit comrriunities,

of their arrival over
(54) =

the local field radio alerts hunters to reach for their rifies and for the ice edge.
(55)

Like the Inuit, | too am eagerly awaiting the retum of the tusked whales. For most of June,

my guide and | have at the edge of the island, waiting out blizzards and often
) (56)

our tents to escape the meiting sea ice. When finally we the
- (58)

(57)

squeaks, squeals, and blows of m_gse"vocél wﬁaies, we_climb a targe block of-ice and cheer their

| arrival.

i - At first the narwhals swim 55 . us in pods of eight or ten, then in grand
processions of hundreds. As news of their return | (60) . .Inuit hunters begin arriving
on s.ndWobiI% that are carnrying camping _ and high-powered rifles. |

(61)




Taking up along the ice edge, they watch and wait for narwhals fo

e (62) | ' L . .

surface near enough fo shoot .. @ rifle: and retrieve the dead narwhal with a
(63) '

grappling hook thrown by hand. The Inuit have looked forivard to this moment all winter Each man

waiting on the ice hopes to land a whale with a tusk that couid for more than a
(64)

thousand dollars. This is a windfall in a remote region -jobs, are scarce and the
: ©5)

cost of living high. The hunters also look forward to fresh muktuk, the top layer of blubber and skin

- which is prized as a traditional delicacy.

Adapted from ‘Retum of the Narwhals’ by Paul Nicklen




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s) provided. Your
answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as the
meaning of the given' senternce(s). (10 marks)

66  The boy was running down the slope. The boy fell.

as.-

67 My uncle has found a job. The job requires him to work shifts.
that

68 You will damage the painting if you handle it carelessly.

Unless

69  Alicia said that she had gone out for supper with her colleagues the previous night.

Alicia said, *

70  The guest-of-honour stepped into the hall. Everyone applauded.

No sooner

{Go on to the fiext paae) .
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Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. _ (20 marks)

Our father had taken us kids crabbmg marny fimes around Darwin; we felt he had
taught us all we needed to know about it. Anyway, Bruce and 1, who quite often took our baby
brother Michael with us when we went fishing, had caught crabs before by ourselves. We
loved the exciterment of the chase, and eafing crabs foo,. but this time we really wanted to
refum home with one. or two big crabs especially for Mother, who had been suffering from 5
anaemia since Michael was born.

“Let's try Racecourse Creek' | said to Bruce. We had never been there before, and
had only heard our father's exciting stores of fishing and crabbing trips there, but on that
particular day, it felt like the right place to go.

The scene was exciting and yet a little temfymg too: the water threw up.loud splashes 10
and was grey and murky ‘I can’t see any fish,” | muttered under my breath.

" After surveying our new crabbing spot, | called to Bruce {who was 17 months younger
than me), “Come on, we'd better hurry and find some crabs for Mum.” By then, all | wanted to
do was find a big mud crab or two and get out of the place. It now crossed my mind that our
mother had no idea where we were If Dad or Mum found out we had gone to Racecourse 15
Creek, we'd be in trouble for sure. Standing there by the river, | also grew concemed for
Michael and Bruce. If an accident’ happens it will.be entlrely my fauit, | thought, because |
was the eldes. and thé ulimate responsibility rested with me

-1 Iifted 18-month-old Michasl onto my left hip and gently eased myself over the high
banksand down towards the fiver. Bruce had gone on ahead, prodding huge crab hole after 20
crab hole, so far without success. | moved slowly along the muddy bank, pokmg a homemade
crab stick deep into each hole, twirling it around and .searching the crannles hoping to find a
big, heavy crab.

"There're no crabs here, Sis,” Bruce called back. “I'll go across to the 1sland - you stay.
here with Michael .” 25.

*We're coming fool” | called straight back. There was no way Michael and t woulld stay
back and {et Bruce have all thie fun. Besides, the nearer | was to Bruce, the safer | felt. By
now, the place was starting fo give me the creeps. The tide was drawing.out the creek water
from around the island faster than 1 had ever seen. [n the short fime we had been crabbing, so
much moré of the grey murky istand had become exposed. 30

“Wait for mel” I'called to Bruce as he began‘to cross the river. By now a little womed,
Bruce and | kept close together as we moved slowly across to the island almost 100m from
the bank, but the eventual sight of all the mud crab holes among.the mangrove- roots looked
pramising.

"There must be crabs here,” | said to Bruce. *But we’ve got to start searching quickly.” 1 35
was spooked by the fast tide and keen to get out of there.

Bruce took his bag and crab stick and headed to the opposite side of the island. “I've
got onel” yelled Bruce as he threw the crab info his bag. *That's great,” | called back. With
Michael stilt on board, 1 kept prodding and poking the holes, hoping to find my first crab for the
day. Then | suddenly realised the tide must have tumed and was now coming in as quickly as 40
it had gone out; the istand was going under. Loud rhythmical popping sounds began to fil the
air. Frightened, 1 locked about, but reassured myself that the popping sounds were the result
of dir being expelled from the mud holes as the sea water covered them.

Ankle deep in water, | screamed to Bruce, "Hurry, the tide has tumed! We have to get

out of here now.” 45
Adapted ﬁ'om The Secret of Crab Island” by Sheryl McConry

{A an ta tha navt ranasl



ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71  What does it in line 2 refer fo? -

.72  Quote the three-word phrase in paragraph one which suggests that the siblings enjoyed
catching crabs.

73 What was the children’s main purpose for going crabbing that day? Why?

B gt e " :
RN s PERREIEE o W R N P E L

74  Refer to paragraph three. Describe the scene when the children arrived at the creek.

758 How lqné had Mother been sUffering from her medical condition?




76  What did the children bring along to catch the crabs that day?

77 Inlines 24 - 25, Bruce decided to cross over to the island. What prompted him fo do so?

78  Explain clearly why the children could tell that there were crabs across the river.

79 Why was the author beginning to feel worried when she realised that the tide had tumed?

80  Explain fully how the author’s opinion of the crabbing experience changed at the end of the
story. .

10
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Q64
Q65
Q66

. .Q67
Q68 -

Q69
Q70

Q71
Q72
Q73
Q74
Q75
Q76
Q77

Q78
Q79

- Q80

sell

where

The boy fell as he was running down the slope.

My uncle has found a job that requires him to work shifts.

Unless you handle the painting carelessly, you will not damage it.

Alicia said," | went out for supper with my colleagues last night""

No sooner had the guest-of-iohour stepped into the hall than everyone
applauded.

It refers to crabbing.

The phrase is "loved the excitement".

They wanted to catch one or two big crabs for their mother as she had been
suffering from anaemia since Michael was bom.

The creek was exciting yet terrrifying as the water threw up loud splashes
and was grey and murky.

She had been suffering for 18 months.

They brought crabsticks and a bag.

Bruce could not find any crabs.at their crébbing spot, so he was prompted to
cross over to the istand.

They saw mud crab holes among the mangrove roots.

She was afraid that they would not be able to get across the river and back to
the bank. :

At the beginning, the author was filled with excitement about catching crabs
but now she was frightened by the incoming tide that could pose a danger

to their lives.
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Study the following text-and answer questions'1 to 5. (5 marks)

Come party with us at this family carnhivalt

Do your part t6 help the less fortunate.

Jomus for a firsthand feal of the world-class race frack
through an exclusive guided four for only §5 pes
person. {Tours will be conducted by local celebrifies)

Draw-A-Horse Contest (ages 4-6)

and Equine Exhibition
Kids, let your creafive juices flow and win great prizest
Find out more about horses at the Equine Exibition.

W F P SMERLE v WD 4 SRk b O GRowe o3 ok ®

Pony Rides ** (ages 7-11},
Horse Patting and Feeding
Admire the grace and beauty of prize-winning horses or
ride a pony for just $20 per ride at the Parade King.

S TS f b emes 4 1 St

Gaturday

13 Dec 201¢

i

_7__'pm,_. 11 pt - ...t .. Fun Corner - -Sports, Games and More! i
4 — l‘._ Prizes await adu[ts and klds who take part in Wat-

4 "“Balloon " Toss,” Cofft”~ F'tshmg.H “Horseshos- Fiiciin

| soccer, basketball and mini golf Look out for
roving clowns! Check out Bouncy Caslle =i i
face-painting, balloon-sculpting and caricature i

booths!

FREE admission
& parking

'\ All proceeds will go to SRC’s adopted chizs /-

Organised by Main Sponsor

Singapore Riding Club (SRC)

*For the first 500 visitors
** Subject to weather conditions




For each question from 1 fo 5, four options are given. One of them is the corfect _
answer. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2,3 0or4)on
the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks}

1,  The main aim of the advertisement is o

(1) raise funds for selected charitable organisations

(2) promote closer relationships among horse lovers

(3) encourage people to take up horse-riding as a hobby

(4) create awareness of the importance of horses in our society

2. The event is most likely to attract

(1) professional horse-riders

(2) aduits with young children

(3) artists who enjoy drawing horses

(4) people who are interested in conducting tours

3. “Subjectto weather conditions” means that the

(1) pony rides may be cancelied due to bad weather

(2) health of the ponies will be affected by bad weather

(3) success of the camival depends on weather conditions
{4). weather conditions may change on the day of the camival

L _.‘;,4._,' “ éiéf\t—j}eéé-éld Amy, whoenjoys r'éé;'di'ngVébpi;it horses, wili be going fo the

camival ‘with her teenage brother, .a sports- enthusiast.-Which activities will
probably appeal to them? '

(1) Equine Exhibition and Fun Comer
" (2) Pony Rides and Draw-A-Horse Contést
~ (3) Horse Patting and Feeding and Pony Rides
(4 Draw-A-Horse Contest and Race Track Tour

5. “Carnival for all under the stars” is used in the advertisement because

(1) the camival will be held at night

{(2) theevent will befield during the day

(3) tours will be conducted by famous celebrities

{4) visitors will be able to pat and feed prize-winning horses



For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1,2, 3 or4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2.3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet. (7 marks)

6.

“The information you want difficult to obtain nowadays,” the
worried private investigator told his new client.

(1) is

(2) are
(3) was
(4) were

Mr Low called to say that he his work and was on his way
home for dinner.

‘(1) completes

(2) completed
(3) has completed
(4) had completed

The twin girls were spotted running away from the fire have
a reputation for causing mischief in the neighbourhood.

(1) who

~{2) whom - -~ e 1 - =,
- (3) which L. R,
~(4) whose | |

When the Principal stepped into the classroom, he saw the students
- paper aeroplanes happily.

(1) fiown

(2) fiying

(3) were flying

(4) had been flying



10.

11.

12.

Although he ‘'was innocent, Ted ran away he should be
blamed for breaking the window.

(1) i
(2) lest
(3) since
(4) unless

The customer who had lost his wallet ended his jetter by demandir_tg that the
manager of the supermarket look _ ~__the matterimmediately.

(1)at
(2)into

(3) beyond
(4) through

Mrs Toh reprimanded her son, “Even if you're angry with them, neither the
maids nor your grandmother to be shouted at.”

(1) deserve

(2) deserves

(3) has deserved
(4} have deserved



For each questlon from 13 to 15, choose the correct punetuation to complete the
passage. Shade the correctoval (1, 2, 3 or4) on the Opiical Answer Sheet.
(3 marks)

"l am here to withdraw money from my saviﬁgs -accolint - (13) the* 1
shabbily-dressed man fold the m;hager. “I would like to withdraw $100 000 from my
| account (14) The - manager looked quizzically at the man.

- “Do you want your money in .hundred or thousand-dollar notes?”
enqunred the manager (15) stili finding it hard to believe that the man had so much
money in his account.

“All in one-delfar coins, please” The stunned manager could not

beheve her ears when the man said that.

13- (1) [, ] comma

{(2) [. ] fulstop

3) [.,"] comma and inverted commas

(4) [I"] exclamation mark and inverted commas
4. (1) - I,1 comma e
' L2y 1.1 fullstop -

{3) [,"] comma and inverted commas

(4)" [."]1 ftullstop and inverted commas
15. (1) [: ] colon

(2) {. ] comma

3) [? 1 question mark

@ [} 1 exclamation mark




For each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the
Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

16. The suffocated in the cargo cabin of the ship while trying to escape
(1) busker

{2) nomad

(3) minstrel

(4) stowaway

47. When the war started, soldiers were to the front line to defend
their country.

(1) deployed

(2) dismissed
(3) dispensed
(4) disembarked

18. The rescuers went through grave to save the climbers who were
stranded in the mountain.

(1) perils. .
o sa@)tubdlence. o o - e B e
(4) adventures o -

19.." In spite of the tomrential downpour, our players’ spirits were not
They went on to clinch the trophy. T

(1) drowned

(2) destroyed
(3) dampened
(4) diminished

20. The govemnment could not ignore the agéin‘st an increase in tax.

(1) chaos

(2) outrage
(3) defiance
(4) upheaval



For each question from 21 {0 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the
underlined words. Shade the correct oval (1,2, 3or4) on the Opﬁca! Answer Sheet.
(5 marks)

_ | was whizzing down a slide, moving so quidt!yihat-everymii‘lg was a giant blur.

.-Plﬂp! | landed on what appearedobe a (21) forlom beach. 1 put my hand down fo help
myself up. | marvelled at the strange feel of the sand. | (22) sifted the sa.n,d through my
fingers, trying to decide how itwas different from regular sand. ltfelt more like
powdered sugar l:hah sand. “Wait a minute,” | thought. | (23) tentatively placed a finger
in my mouth, it was POWDERED sugar. | licked my fingers clean and stood up o go
and explore. | certainly wasn't bored anymore!

" | walked towards the (24) shimmering water. | noticed many seashells along the

water's edge. | had a huge collection of shelis from our last excursion to the beach and
| quickly decided to bring home afew shells from this (25) unique beach.

21. (1) wasted
(2) ravaged
(3) desolate
(4)  discarded

22. (1) - parted
(2) sieved
(3) probed
(4) screened

23. (1) gently
(2) carefully
(3) hesitantly
(4) temporarily

10




24. (1) glarng
(2) gushing
(3) glowing
(4) glimmering

RPN

- ——— = et e

25. (1) lost
T (2 elite

— e ..._<.(3)..__ ___%r[t:é_.r_y“wv* - e e _.. .

{4)  exceptional



Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30. : (5 marks)

The crew on Columbus’ ship were unwilling sailors. Some went on
the voyage to escape prison, others did so by royal decree. They were afraid

to go on a long voyage into unknown waters. ‘Every sign-of approaching

disaster was observed susptcnously and they became increasingly
dxscontented Many feit i insecure and wanted to retum home.

After travelling for about 700 kifomeires west of the Canaries, they
Game upon the wreckage of a huge vessel. The broken pieces of wood had
clearly been in the water for some time. The sailors were immediately
' discouraged and thought of the great dangers ahead. To add to their fears, a
few days later, on 18 September 1492, they saw great rafts of seaweed
ﬂoatlng on the ocean. This could only mean that there were rocks around so
the sailors were convinced that their ships would run aground. To prove that
they were wrong, Columbus threw a weight on a line into the sea and when
this failed to hit the seabed, the men agreed to sail on.

On 25 September 1492, when huge waves suddenly rocked the
ship, despite the fact that there was no wind, the sailors were convinced that
they were in grave danger. Columbus and the officers assured them that

these were common in such a bzg ocean. Co!urnbus also !ogged in less

~distance than thelr true run so that the men would not be dlscouraged
especially in such 'a- fong joumey At tlmes, the ‘helmsmen did. not steer
cotrectly and the ship went off course. Columbus reprimanded them for not
being careful enough.

One night, they saw a bolt of fire falling from the sky a few
kilometres away. These incidents disturbed and depressed the men who
interprefed them as signs of a bad omen. Many began to fall il and
complained of the length of the voyage. Columbus tried to encourage them
as best as he could. He fold them it was useless to complain as he had set
out for the indies and he would continue till he reached them. He alsc
reminded them of the benefits they would gain-from it. The sailors, many of
whom had never sailed far from home before, obeyed the orders simply
because they believed in him.

10.

15

20

25
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26.

(1)
2)
(3)
4

27.

(1)
(2)
()

@

28.

N
(2)
3)
(4)

)
@)
“

30.

(1)
)
(3)
{4)

iy

Columbus' men were friightened to .

follow the King's order

refum to their homeland

be on a long and unknown voyage
be-under the Columbus’ comwnands

The men were suspicious of the broken wreckage of a vessel and their first

response was

the worst was yetto come

the seaweeds would harm them

that there would be pirates around
there were huge rocks below their ship

Columbus threw a weight on a line info the sea fo prove that

the sea was deep

the fish would be plentiful

there was no wreckage near them

there was nothing dangerous in the water

Inlines 18 — ‘19 Columbus also Iogged in Iess dxstance than the true run’.

7

o :"-"Why did he''do that? * "_“r:

He was trymg to prolong the joumey
He wanted to punish them for being so impatient.

He wanted io show the men how to be good sailors.

He wanted them to believe that the joumey was not that long. -

Based on the passage, which of the following statements is frue?
Shipwrecks and dangers were uncommon in those days.

Columbus was determined and worked hard to achieve his goal.

The men on the shipwere cowards and deserved to be repnmanded-

The journey was successful because the sailors were skilful and brave.

END OF BOOKLETA

Sefters: Ms Madelene Ng, Mrs Deepak David, Mrs Lim Soak Wai
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the fist of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.

The lefters (1) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

{10 marks)
EACHWORD CAN BE USEDONLY ONCE. - |
A) always Dj by G) had [K) on. N) where
B) an ' E) did H)Y of . L) there P) when
C) around F) down _ J Y under ‘M) until Q) with .

29 May 1978 was the 25" anniversary of the climbing of Mount Everest. This
great peak in the Himalayan Ranges (31) northem India, the highest

mountain in the world, had (32) looked down mockingly on mere man,

seeming to say, “| challenge you to climb me, poor,  weak, morall® And try ihéy

(33) 5 but failed to reach the top. (34) were avalanches,

blizzards, extreme cold to contend (35). The mountain reigned supreme;

that is, (36) 29 May 1953.

Then it happened! The news flashed (37) the world that the

expedition made its second and final ~assault on the summit with Edmund Hiltary and
“ Tenzing Norgay from Nepal: They reached the summit at 11.30 am on 29 May 1943,
climbing the South Col route. It was the fateful moment (38) LRy

and Norgay set foot (39) the Roof of the World and  fooke

{40) : fom a height of 8,848 metres. Before descending, thov
‘ stoppéd at the summif long ehough to take phdtographs and to bury some sweets ¢! -

small cross in the snow.







Cormect each word in bold for spelling and each underiined word for grammar. Wrile the
comect word in the relevant box. (10 marks)

Jewellers and antique dealers are openly selling items made (41) in figer claws,

;

skinand teeth. The Animal Concerns Research Education Society, which (42) inwestegated

a number of jewellery or antique shops between December and February 2010, found some

|

seling body parts of the highly (43) andanegered big cat. Onlyseven shops knew of the

| |

(44) banning on tradein liger ornaments; they (45) produge the objects from under the

counter, or from a safe, in front of undercover officers.  Selling tiger parts (46) are banned

- - and allsix tiger species are protected underan Import and Export Act.

Importing and exporling or (47) posezesing any tiger species without a permit can

land one a fine of up to $50,000 per species, with two years (48) of jail. And hereis the rub —

.

evenif the parts are fakes, he same (49) paneltees apply. This is because trading, even in




.. .fakeés, drives up the desnand for tiger parts. By siomé'(ﬁb)'éstlm" imaids, only 3,400 to 5,140
were left in the wild in 2008, down from 5,000 to 7,000 in 1999.

{Adapted from Tigers Parts Sold as Jewellery - The Litle Red Dot —~




Fill in each blank with the most suitable word. (15 marks)

Steve reckoned that they were about three miles from the river, if there was still a river:

By now, it n'ligl'rl (51) just a trickle of slow-moving water, or a bed of

dried mud, full of tumbleweed and small stones. He knew that the task ahead would be a

challenging (52) for his men.

Steve namowed his {(53) fo slits as he peered through the clouds
of dust — red dust kicked up (54) hundreds of hoofs. The catlle that
trailed past (55) as he sat slumped in his saddle were as fired and

wom out as the exhausted men who drove them.

Some of the cattle bellowed (56) fear and pain. The younger
(57) _ pushed their noses into the sides of the cows. Unfortunately,
they had no more (58) _ lo feed them. All of them were mad with thirsl

and very thin. From their knob-like backbones, the drawn skin was tight over the fleshless

haunches. Their ribs curved (59) the bars of a cage over their sunken

ﬂaﬁks._ﬂrecalﬂe[ﬁbj ey starving.

They had trekked from the cattie staions in the north of Australia where heavy

(61) usually filled streams and pools. But this was a year of

(62) The burﬁlra sun, which had sucked up the last drops of
water, had (63) . the ground cracked and dry. Wide, dangerous iz
had formed (64) the earth. They were deep and broad enough 10
wedge a man’s boot when (65) walked. For Steven and his men,

there was only one thing to do. The cattlemust be. driven many miles south, to the river, or

they would die.
fwmmmmnmmm—mmmmmmj




For each of the questions from 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your senlence must be
the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). - (10'marks)

66, Jim did not attend school yesterday. He did not bring a letter of excuse.

'I_ﬁlespite

67. “"How can you take a break when the work is not completed?” Mdm Meena asked
Samuel.

Mdm Meena

68.  The suspect finally named his accomplice. The police.were questioning him
relentlessly. . '

under

~ 69.  The doctor diagnosed kumar as suffering from severe déhydratiun.

Kumar

70.  Your first attempt is better than this one.

or




Read the passage below and answer questions 71 o 80. (20 marks)

Children crowded around Jantu, pressing in from all sides, to watch her deft hands:
work it. “Let me hold i, 1 begged, standing beside Jantu. “I hélped you find the

materials for the dolls.”

. Jantu riodded. Breathlessly, | held it carefully and blew on it. ltworked! One of the
dolis bent down and pounded the mortar with.ifs club. The other doll straightened up

and waited fts tun. | was still engrossed with the loy when someone shouted a

warning, "Watch out, Chnay’s coming!”

Even in my short stay at the camp, 1 bad heard of Chnay. He.liked {o break things,
and he was a bully. An orphan, Chnay had made his way to the refugee camp at the
border alone. Too young to be recruited into the fesistance army, Chnay roamed the
fields by himself, scrounging for food and sleeping wherever he liked. '

C!';may sauntered up and shoved his way to us. “What've you got there?” he
demanded.

“Nothing,” | said, trying to hide the toy behind me. Laughing, Chnay snatched it
away from me. One of the dolls was ripped loose and dropped to the ground.

. As | bent over to refrieve it, Chnay pushed nie roughly aside. “"Leave it,” he said.
“That's for kids. Look what | have.” He thrust his amm out. Big red ants were crawling on
it. They were the fierce kind that would sting when they bite. “Fim letling them bite me.
See?” he bragged. Already small fierce welts were swelling up on his am; as the ants
continued biting him. However, he did not reveal any sign of pain. '

~“That's dumb!” | exclaimed. 'Dodgin_g behind him,’| trie_‘d to snafch the doli back

from him. - _ S -

Chnay flung the toy to the ground, scattering straw and red anis into the air. |
grabbed his hand, but he was taller than 1, and much stronger. He shoved me aside
and stomped on the dolls until it was nothing buta pile of crushed sticks and rags. Thai
was the straw that broke the camel's back.- With angry tears smarting my eyes, [ lunged
at ‘Chnay. My ams were flailing wildly as 1 tried desperately to scratch and hurt ‘him
back. But Chnay merely turned, kicking aside a boy who stood in his way, and strode
off. | squatied down beside the bits of dolls and tried fo fix them together, but it was rics
use. The deficate rice-pounding mobile was beyond repair. Jantu knelt next to me a
ook the fragments of the dolis out of my hands. *Never mind,” she said quietly, putting
them aside. “We can always start something new.” '

“But it fook you so iong to make it,” | exclaimed.

ldly, Jantu scooped up a lump of mud from the puddlfe by her feet-and began to
knead it with her hands. "Sure, but the fun is in the making,” she said. She smoothed
the ball with quick fingers and, after a while, held out a perfectly smooth clay marble in
her palm. "For you,” she announced. :

{Adapted from the book "The Clay Marble’ by Minfong Ho}

8 .

10

15

20
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7.

72.

73.

74.

76.

- Explain clearly Why"Chﬁéy allowed the red ‘a:i{s t& i;iié:;\im.

Why did the children crowd around Jantu? -

" Which word in the first paragraph suggests that Jantu was skillful at making

things?

Why did the author mentioninlines 2 fo 3 that she helped Jantu find the materials
to make the toy mobile?

“Watch outt Chnay’s coming!” (line7)
Exptlain fully why someone gave the warning about Chnay approaching them.

" Which of Chnay's actions was considered “dumb” (line 21) by the author?




77. What does "That” in fine 25 refer to?

78.  Which phrase best shows the emotions of the author after the delicate
rice-pounding mobite was destroyed?

79.  Whatdid Jantu mean by “the fun is in the making” in line 35?7

80. How would you describe Jantu's character based on her response to her toy
- being-destroyed? Give a reason for your answer. o T ‘

END - OF- PAPER

Setters:

Mrs Lim Soak Wai
Mrs Janet Ng
Mrs Dora Wong
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Ql | Q2| Q3| Q4 | Q5| Q6| Q7 | Q8 | Q9 | Q10| Q11| Qi2|Qi13 | Q14 Q15|mﬁ!m?[

|
12l a2 jrlad [ 121212 [2]3) 4|2 ;4 1|

Q18 [Q19]Q20 [ Q21 [ Q22| Q23 [ Q24 [ Q25| Q26 | Q27 | Q28 [ Q29[ Q30 [ Q31

032|033 | 034
1 3 |2 3 2 |3 4 4 | 3 I T 4 | 2 H | A | K .

I Y e

Q35 | Q36 | Q37 | Q38 | Q39 | Q40 A P sy

Q M| C P K F

41)of | 42)investigated 43)endangered 44)ban 45)produced
46)is 47)possessing 48)in 49)penalties 50)estimates
51)be 52)one 53)eyes | 54)by 55)them | 56)with

57 )cattle 58)milk 59)Iikel' 60)were 61)rain

62)drought 63)made 64)in 65)he

66)Despite the fact that he did not attend school yesterday, Jim did not bring 2
letter of excuse.

67)Mdm Meena asked Samuel how he could take a break when the work was
not completed.



68)The suspect finally named his. accomplice u'ﬁ_der the police relentless -
questioning.

69)Kumar was diagnosed as suffering from severe dehydration by the doctor.

70)0f the two attempts, your first oneis better.

[ e itmmn e = ket A A et T

71)The chlldren crowded around Jantu to see how she made dolls.
72)The word is “deft”.
73)The author wanted to hold it.

74)Chnay had a reputation of destroying things and the ch:ldren wanted to
keep the toy away from him.

75)Chnay Wanted to prove to the othersthat he was tough.
76)It was .Chnay's action of allowing the red ants to bite him.
77)1t refers to Chnay stomping on the dolls.

78)The phrase is “With angry tears smarting my eyes”.
79)Jantu meant that it was fun making the toy.

80)Jantu was a forglvmg person as she was not angry although something she
had spent a lot of time on was just destroyed.
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Read the adverisement carefully and then answer questions 1 to 5.

|Read!Fest 2014 *% |

6 September - 14 September 57§ e
| ‘Gome and bo part of ReadIFest 20141 0o il 4%
1 ReadiFstZ014 IS par of ReadiSingapors which 15 into ?'.'-*._‘51.' oar.
7 Don't miss the exciling events. Read the #IGHLIGHTS "
BOOK BUFFET COMIC ARTIST FACE-OFF
Stories that Make Us Hoagry 6 September, 2.00 pm — 4.30 pm, Exhibition Area

6 September, 7.00 pm — 8.30 pm, Exhibition Arca
Watch local comic artists James and Miel pit their
Calling all young adults 1o join publisher Kenny skills! Pre-school children aged 3 to 6 are
Leck; food consultant Christopher Tan and novelist encouraged to form groups of 3 to areate their own
Josephine Lim as we explore the wonderful comics. Drawing materials will be sponsored by
relationship between food and writing. The Art Fal. Don't miss this opportunity fo get up
close with these comic arlists as they pguide you
through a creative journey.

TAKING PLACE AT SINGA LIBRARY

| MILK & COOKIES BOOK PARTY COMIC PODCASTS
13 September, 9.00 am — 12.00 pm, 14 September, 9.00 am — 6.00 pm, Programme Zone
Programme Zoas

: Join ~writer and . musician. Marc | Mair in this
.Local children’s authors, Gwen Lee and Vercna workshop where patticipants will leam how to
Ta}", will be reading | lh:trstunﬁ.{mfe(?fmsd'um h script ‘and  record fevatial aud group comic
Snow! and The Weaving Maid and the Cowherd. podeasts.

Leam about their stories and toke part in relsted “Linei : ; ;

hands-oa activities atdhe game booths, e e el
Limited to 30 children aged 7 to 12. S5

REGISTRATION DETAILS
To register for any of the activities, visit us at
www.clb.org sg
{ A community initiative *For the full list of Read!Fest 2014 programmes in other
brought to you by libraries, do visit our website.
e For other enguiries, please call 6332 3255.

% Central Library Board
CLB Address: gﬂ, Victory Street Singapore 654321

1 (Go on to the next page)



For each question from 1 to 5, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer,
Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet (OAS). {5 marks)

1.

Réad{Fest 2014 is organised by e

1)
2)
3)
4)

The Art Pal

Merlion Library
Read!Singapore
Central Library Board

Registration for any of the acfivities needs to be done

.-!)

2)
3)
4)

at Viclory Street .
through the phone .
through the CLB website

at the Central Library Board

One similarity between the Book Buffet and Comic Artist Face-Off workshop is that _

1)
2)
3)

"i:£4) e

both are held at the same venue
they will be held on the same’'day
participants are required to work in groups

“only young children can participate in the activities - -

Which one of the following statements is true?

1)
2)
3}
4)

The Comic Podcasts workshopris limited to-sixty children.
Read!Fest 2014 is part of the Read!Singapore movement.

The Milk & Cookies Book Party caters to aduits and children.
.There are only three libraries which are participating in this event.

The main aim of the advertisement is to

1
(2
(3)
“@

promote the highlights of ReadIFest 2014

get people to attend parties and workshops

encourage people to start a reading campaign

provide more information about the Central Libsary Board

2 (Go on to the nexd page)



For each question from 6 fo 12, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade -the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
_Answer Shieet (OAS). {7 marks}

6.

10.

“Please let both of join the school band,” Jack and Jill chorused with
great enthusiasm. _

(1) us
(2) we
(3) they
4 those

- Mrs Lim ; in the scheol since 1993. The school her a Long

Service award next week.

1) faught ... gave
2) teaches ... gives

'3)  hadtaught ... was giving

4)  Hhas been teaching ... will give

The gang of thieves managed to gét : ] with the loot.
1y off
- (2)  ou

.(3) = away
(4) down

* Mei Ling liked . of the shoes on display so she ended up buying a few
pairs.
1) any
2) one
3) none
4) some

A number of teachers, together with their pupils, already in the hall.

1) is

2) are
3) has
4) have

3 {Go on to the next page)



1.

12.

Ben

).

2

3)

4)

his head on the pillow and dozes off immediately.

lies. .
laid

fied-
iays

Too often, we underestimate the power of

1)
2)
3)
4)

kind word.
an._..a
a...an
the .. a
an ... the o

honest compliment and

(Go on to the niext page)



For each question from 13 to 15, chaose the comect punctuation to complete the pa:.-:sage.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3, or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. ~ {3 marks)

A fox fellinto a well. After a few hours (13) a goat came by. The goat thought the’,

rink, so he asked if the water was good. - -

fox had gone down to d
“The finest in the whole country,”. said the crafty fox (14} jump in and try it There
is more than enough for both of us.” o o

The thirsty goat immediately jumped in and began fo drink. As he drank, the fox
told. him of the difficulty they were in and suggested a plan for their escape. The goat
readily agreed. The fox jumped on the goat's back and leapt from the tip of its horns out
of the well.

The foolish goat finally reafised the plight he had got into. He cried out, "Please
help me (15) However, it was too late. The fox had run away.

13. ) [,] comma
{2) [.] full stop
(3) [?] question mark
{4) [!] exclamation mark

14. {1) f,] comma
(V4] [1 exclamation mark
(3) [,“] comma and inverted commas
(4[] full stop and inverted commas

15. (§))] [,] comma and invested commas
{2) 7] full stop and inverted commas
3) [77] question mark and inverted commas
{4) [1"] exclamation mark and inverted commas

5 - (Go on to the next page)



SRS (@) weacherously |

For each question from 16 to 20, four aptions are given. One of them is the comrect answer.
Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the comrect oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opftical
Answer Sheet (OAS). . ’ B .. {5 marks)

16. ([ thought | heard noises in the basement but it fumed out to be just a figment of my

) creation
(2) devotion
(3) invention
(4) imagination

17.  Shewastoo with hier worries to enjoy her meal.

(1) iovolved

(2) engaged

(3)  connected
4) preoccupied

18. After the snowstorm, motorists were urged to drive carefully as the roads were
icy and accidents could happen.

(1) hardly
@) . marginally
5T (3 7 consistently

19. The drunken man's licence was due to his reckless driving.

1) expired

2)  revoked

3) reversed
4) exchanged

20. You have to on your plot so that your storyline is more developed.

1) insist

2)  press

3) elaborate
4)  emphasise

e 6 (Go on to the next page)



For each question from 21 to 25, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the underlined
words. Shade the correct ovai(1,2,3 or 4} on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

Pat's brother, Alex, had fallen sick. Now, he had to foliow his father out to the
sea. Pat (21)shuddered at the thought. His father would start off by compiaining that
Alex was the only responsible son he had.and that Pat should foliow in his footsteps.
Becoming a fisherman was the last thing on Pat's mind. His love for books had
(22)kindled in him the desire fo become a poet. This (23)infusiated Pat's father, who
felt that a fisherman’s son could never be a poet.  He held the {24)conservative view
that poetry wiiting was a “rich man's activity™.

That day, even though the weather forecast had wamed about possible.
thunderstorms, Pat's father ventured out to sea (25)with great persistence. He knew
that a day's caich would bring in the much-needed cash for his family. As for Pat, he
knew that he would achieve his dream one day.

V.

21. (1 cringed
{2) crawled
3) crumbled
‘(4) - collapsed

22, (1 ignited
{2) activated
3 motivated
(4)  discovered -

23. (1) - lnsulted
{2) angered
(38)  troubled -
{4 humiliated

24. (1) habituat
' (2)  ordinary
(3) traditional
{4) customary

25. (1) eagedy
(@) willingly
(3) determinedly
{4) encouragingly

7 (Go on to the next page)
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Read the passage below and answer questions 26 fo 30.

. Robby jogged on the spoi and shook his amns. He glanced along the line of
runners. The muscular boy who had won at the community race was here for the

cross-country race, and the tall boy with blond hair too. Both sported the same pale
blue singlets as Robby. Overwhelmed, Robby’s chest tightened.

*Don't think about them, just concentrate on the run,” he encouraged 'himéelf 5
silently.

The starter called them up and instructed, “On your mark!”
Robby crouched and settled himself.

“Sett”

Robby’s muscles tightened. . 10}

Bang! The gun fired him_from the start. Robby bolted down the straight
stretch that led out of the stadium and into the main road. He was among the
leaders. He soon found his rhythm. As he made his way into the treks and started
up the long climb, he felt his thigh muscles tighten. He was strong.

The course turned sharply but Robby's ankles took his weight well. He 15
balanced again and accelerated. He tock the tums amaong the trees well, changing
his pace accordingly. His body adjusted like a car changing gears.

Robby went down the rocks towards the creek. This was the difficult part that
caused many runners to stumble. Before he krew it, he heard a thump. Someone
behind Robby had tripped, caught Robby’s foct, and brought him fo his hands and 20
knees. Robby brought himself up, ignoring the grazes on his palms and legs,
and took off again.

# 7% 7 The focks were slippery under his feet. He stumbled but managed to save
himself from falling. - The grazes slowed him down perhaps, or was it the fatigue?
Robby realised suddenly that runners were running past him. He saw their backs. 25
“No-fime to steady myself. No time to think. | must catch up,” he urged himself. He

tried but was still behind some. He felt shattered.

| . Finally, they were on fevel ground, sprinting. Runners raced ahead of him.

His legs would go no faster. His muscles bumt. His soles burnt. “I am tited but { will
keep going,” he said as-he gathered his muscles and will-power. Hanging on, he 30
regained his rhythm.

Soon, the runners reached the steep hill. With renewed power, Robby ate up
the climb. More and more runners slipped behind and were gone from him. The
blond-haired boy was gone. He recognised the big boy ahead. He kept his pace,
hard, fast, though the hill rose steeper. He got nearer o the big boy, ran with him, 35
and overtook him.

.. = Down the hill in bold strides and onto a grassy flat. Now he was alone and
running free. Oh, the wonder at what his body could do. The bubbling celebration
inside him. He shouted, "Humay!"

8 (Go on to the next page)



For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the comrect answer.
Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Opfical
Answer Sheet {OAS). " e (& marks)

26.

27.

28.

" 20,

30.

Tﬁe words “seftled himself" (line 8) suggest that Robby was trying fo

(1)  calm his nerves

(2) control his power

(3) regain his balance

(4)  distract the other runners

. From the words “like a car changing gears™ (line 17), we can conclude that Robby

was
(1}  anexperienced runner .
(2) a very aggressive person

(3) light enough for his ankles
(4) * -enthusiastic about the race

Robby was “ignoring the grazes on his palms and legs” (lines 21) because ho

(1y - :; was staying focused on the race

- =4(2) " * realised that his injuries would siow him-down -
. {3) knew he could not continue running for much longer

4) was concemed about the safety of the other runners

Which word best describes Robby at the end of the race?

(1)  bold
2y  jovial
{3} elated

{4) exhausted

Of the following, the most suitable title of the passage will be “. 8

i)  Renewed Power

2)  Giving Up Is Not Easy
3)  Up and Down the Hills
4) The Cross-country Race

9 (Go on fo the néxt page}
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words g'iven.
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The
letters (I) and (O) have been omitted in order to avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD.CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE

(A) and (D) besides (G} on (K) should (N) were
(B) are (E) has (H} or A L 1o (P) when

(C) beside (F) it )} ought (M) up (Q) where

Environmental pollution has always been a cause for concern. The haze which hit
Singapore and other ASEAN countries i the past few years (31) exposed the

pollution issue in the region. e

The haze threéatened the envireninent and the health of millions of people in the
affected a:re;é- Filst (52) saw the aic quality index of many areas fea;éhing
hazardous levels. Segend, visibility le\lfeis were affected. There were days (33) the
visibility dipped fo Ie‘ss.than ‘500 metres, miaking it difficult for search and rescue operations.

(34) these, the haze was responsible for other disastrous effects.

~ ‘However disastrous the consequences of the haz_(_e (35) _ . it had one positive
‘outc.oq';e. lfrprémpted the govemment of the affected countries to address the problem
together. Realtsmgme urgency for effective (36)‘ | immediate measures to tackle the
prdblem‘ the authorities came (37) with a numnber of ‘strateg_ies. For instance, there

was an immediate ban on dpen burming.

When fﬁe ha'z’ge\:hi't Si_r_:ga-'po‘rg_ in 2013, the authorities toek full control _of the situation.
Co-curriéular actwmes in s:;hbcils v;ere put (38) a stop. Fiith&s were either
rescheduled (39) cancelled. There was a public education caimpaign on the
precaution’ thit (40} to be faken. Thie authiorities acted with a sense of urgency in
addressing the haze problem.

Score: 110

1 : {Go on to the next page)



Cormrect each word in bold for spelling and each underlined word for grammar. Wite the
correct word in the refevant box. (10 marks)

Have you ever tred leling someone about the smell and taste of a durian? From a
(41)

ggrian lover’s perspective, | have heard them described the fruit as “sweel, rich, heavenly

(42

custard”. There are some who cannot fallerate the smell of the fruil. Some have even

“3)

L

drawn a compare between durans and roftten onions.

(44)

Every year, between June till August, street vendors will be piling their stalls with i‘his_

fruit. The air in the area will be filled with the distinctive smell of dutians. While vou are

(45) : - ' . (46) .

slurping your faverite beef noodles in a coffee shop, you may -sgot forries laden in numerous

{47

SRy

baskets. The vendors then scm}:wae to get _Ig,t,.s hands oﬁ_ them. Inno tin;e; iheée durians aré‘

(48)

kmtmtced cleaned and placed neatly on the woodén display racks.:
' (49

At night, these stalls are swarmed with people. who have come to sasteefy their -

(59

cravings. They innduldge as they tuck info each fruit, savouring the flesh of each seed.

Indeed, nothing beats its smell and the empowering taste!

PO - Score: 10

2 : - {Go on w wie next page)



Fill in each blank with a suitable word. {15 maris)

1 am not a mountaineer. However, when | found (51)

travelling around the island of Bomeo earlier this year, | took (52)

the challenge of conquenng Mount lﬁnﬁbalu, the highest mountain in the Malay

Archipelago.

We started at eight in the moming and made slow peoyress, stopping

{53) few minutes-to look at the {54) and

fauna. Abount an hour ito the hike, | heard rusiing in the trees and
(55) face to face with the elusive red leaf monkeys. | also caught

glimpses of exotic birds, (66) ___ - . - from scarlet red rogons to sunbirds;

Higher up the mountains, we came out of the dense jungle. At this height ard with the
clouds as background, the peak of Mount Kinabalu (57) out

prominently.

From that point, unlike the moming, we made quick (58)

and managed to amive at the base camp at around three in the afternoon. | was expecling

hard, cold sleeping beds and some fried rice. (59) my surprise, |

wis greeted with 2 v}'ahn:‘di'ni'r,g.hau filled with we.afry hikers and a buffet spread. |
(60) a mug of hot chocolate in my hard, | watched the sunsetl

from the lodge's porch. When darkness (61) , all of us went o

bed as we had fo prepare for the hike to the peak in the éa'rly hours of the moming.

Shivering and with ble ary eyes, | started the climb, wearing a woollen cap with .: i
(62)__ attached to it. We eventually reached the staircase which l

led us to the summit. The headlamps on the woollen caps of the other hikers twinkled in .

the distance, reminding us (63) far we sfill had to go. After some

climbing, the summit flattened out and | began to race wwards it. Perched on a bage rock,
| stared in awe at the magnificent sunrise as the clouds (64)_ -~ from

grey to purple, blue and gold. The other hikers whooped (65)

sheer delight. The Kinabalu summit trail was one of the best hikes | have ever eqmbarked

an,

Score’ 115




For each of the questions from 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the
same as the given ofe(s). ' " (10'marks)

Example - This is the book. | boiiowed it.
Answer © « Thisisthe book which | borrowed.

r.

66.  Upadn hearing the bad news, Mrs Tan fainted immediately.

g

as soon as
67:  IfMaiy had attended the parly, she would have met her idol.
Had
68. The acrobats were brave. The audienc:é was irpressed.
The acrobats’
69.  Inspite of the fact that his heatth'was poor; he pursued his dreams..
-'}-:-;‘ V’ l ’ - . . -
" didt not stop.
70.  Johnis being taught how to swim by the instructor.
The instructor
Score: 110

4 (Go on to the ..ext page)



Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. . {20 marks)

This was the twentieth time that the off-pitch screeches in the apariment
above mine drove me to distraction. At one in the moming, my attempt to revise for

my examination failed miserably amid my neighbour's homibie singing. “Great!l”

snarled to myself.

For the past month, my grades had not been ideal. -Nonetheless, my parents
never gave up hope ofimy grades taking a tum for the better. This kept my nose to the
grindstone, night after night, working towards an A. However, my revision was often
interrupted by a neighbour who thought he was the karaoke king. Uncle Pete, a
refiree, who lived in a unit upstairs all by himself was crooning away. He entertained
himself with his daily karacke sessions into the wee hours of the moming. Al my
relentless pleas to my parents to silence his mouthful wails of oldies fell to the graund.

Desperate, | stuck my head out of the window and gave a loud yell. The
singing ceased almost immediately. | began to worry although I had achieved my aim.

Would Uncle Pete complain to my parents about my outburst? Would he be
angry? Wild thoughts raced through my head. [ was filled with fear and soon, | fell
asleep:

The next morning, there was a gentie knock at my door. This was a stark

contrast to the loud singing sessions that took place every day. | watked hesitantly to
the front door, opened it and found myseff staring into Uncle Pete's face.

“Did [ disturb you last night, young lad?" There was a guilty tone to his
apology.

"Um, yes, Uncle Pete,” | replied meekly.

_ “Revising for your examination?”

“Well, yes, essay wiiting isn't exactly r:ﬁy'strength,-‘ |- admitted sheepishly, -

.} "and the examination is nearing.”

Uncle Pete’s eyes lit up almost immediately. Only then did he share that he
used to be an English teacher. | nodded my head in agreement when he asked if he
couid coach me for the upcoming examination. in the days that followed, Uncle Pete
coached me tirelessly. The pressure I felt previously” was {ifted with his words of
encouragement and detafled expfanation. At the end of the stressful period, 1. found
myself becoming interested in essay writing, something 1 detested in the past: -

. . /

“Bobby Teo!” the teacher's loud voice reverberated round the classroom.
She was retuming our essays. My heart sank.

"I must have failed my essay,"{ said silently.

Things were different this time round. She came over, patted me on my
shoulder and said, “Congratulations?” | could not believe my ears. My parents and
Uncle Pete would be glad to know this. | had performed very well in essay writing.

The next few nights of Uncle Pete's energised screeches no longer bothered
me anymore. Thanks, Uncle Pete. ‘

Since then, | have aspired to become a teacher like him one day.

10

15

20

25

30 |

35

40




For each question from 71 to 80, write your answer in the space provided.
ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

1.

72

73.

74,

75.

Which four-word phrase from paragraph one suggests that the writer was not able fo
focus on histask?- - - [ : Cam e . .

At the beginning of the story, what was the writer busy with?

Give two reasons {0 explain why the writer kept his nose to the grindstone (fines 6-7).

“Which word in paragraph two suggésts that it'was not the first ume the writer had

spoken to his parents about Uncle Pete’s singing?

Give two reasons for the writer's “loud yell® (line 12).

Score: 110
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76.

78.

' 79,

80.

What did the wiiter fear as he fell asleep (fines 15-16)?

- What does “This" in line 17 refer to?_

Based on lines 26-31, give two actions that showed Uncle Pete was a dedicated.

feacher,

_ Why did'the writer's heart sink (line 33)?

Give two pieces of information which suggest that Uncle Pete’s teaching had an

impact on the writer.

T t=nd of Paper

Score:
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Exam Paper 201 4 Answer Sheet

~.. School: MARIS STELLA HIGH SCHOOL

Subject PRIMARY 6 ENGLISH
Term: PRELIM

1)

11)

16)

21)

26)

2)

12)

17)

22)

27)

13)
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41,
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58. progress

59. To

60. Holding

61. came '-

© 62. headlamp

63. how

64. turned

65. in

66. Mrs Tan fainted as scon as shé heard the bad news.

67. Had Mary attended the parly,‘she would have met her idol.
68. The a_cr(_)bgts’ bravery impressed the audience.

69. His poor health did not stop him from pursuing his dreams.
70. The instructor is teaching John how to swim.

' 71: Itis “drove me to distraction”.

72. The wrlter was busy rewsmg for h:s examination.

73. For the past month his grades had not been ideal. His parents never gave up
hope on his grades taking a tumn of the better. :

74 ltis ‘relentless’.
75. He was annoyed by Uncle Pete’s singing. He wanted him to stop singing.

76. He feared that Uncle Pete would be angry and complain to his parents abouti his
outburst.

77. It refers to the gentle knock on the door which was a stark contrast to the loud
singing sessions that took place every day.

78. He coached the wiiter tirelessly, will encourage the writer and will explain fo him
in detailed.

79. When his teacher called out his name, he thought that he had failed his essay.

80. He became interested in essay writing. He improved in hfs essay writing.
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